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F spent all rhorhing autographing pictures for C‘;h.ristrrx_as, rnaktng
‘ phonle calls ebout the business at hand. The high point of the da? :
"was lunch with the man who may be the architect for -the Liyndon
Johnson L1brary -- Gordon Bunshait (‘?) Mar: Brooks and Roy'
Heath brought hun out about one o clock a.ccompanled by B111 Hea.th
who has faithfully followed thls through from the first flicker of a
thought, ehd if it becomes a reality,}{nuch of it will be thar‘ll.(s'tov.hirn..

We Iunchedbrather well with Lyndon , and then he said "Let's

ride around. " Never ouite khowing whether a ride ‘wi'll be ten mihutes
or four hours we a.11 piled in the jeep and went to survey the Danz |
and the Martm -~ clearing, .seedmg, the. bulldmgiand of course to’

‘ | Fhere weire cvidevies &
. see the new pre-fab house. BEvixisnaesit) ﬁbulldmg everywhere

B

we loohed. The pamtmg and rock work For the pre-fab house, | -
Lyndoh 'ordered two more"windows put i‘nvron the west s~ideof the
 two bedroorr.xs.- I was glad, although it may pose some problem for

the beds. 'And theh therewa.s a brief stop back at the ranch, and once ) ‘k

more he set out with us .. 'i‘his time we went to the old E“ort in Johnson

Clty and talked about restormg them and stopped in front of the log

house.‘ I felt' I could see B_mshaft gettmg interested and also more

amazed by the moment., We talked of making a pa.rk of it and how

the. street would ehter from the vboyhood‘home. Then we went to the bank
(ﬂ~ o and upvéta.i‘r.sv. iBy now' it was da‘rk.'. We went_frorh room to roorn bY -

flashlight with Lyndon asking Rof, Max'and Buns haft for solutions v
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to prbblems', aax}i'ce,: s'u'ggeétions, ‘and éénding word meanwhile

to %— that it had to be done in the next couple of weeks.

"All in all it was an hilarious afternoon. The President
of the United States spending such a long time on detailed inspection
of projects -- some of such utter 'trivié.lity, some of real ifnport .

for the future, and asking the advice of this renowned architect on °

all of them with complete unself -consciousness, and equal interest.

As we left, I sa.i;i‘ to-Bﬁhshaft and Roy and .Me}‘:’: "Some peop).e bet oﬁ
race h§rses, and éorﬁe people buy jewelry’.‘ We bui_ld. " |

| :Then we wént to thé boyhood home. Jés'se welcomed us
into the little parlér and 'bfought us coffee and Scotch, the‘ latter'.nfbre o

popular, and we spent a jeWel of an hour with Lyndon reminiscing ab_out'

" his life thdoegxx there, about what he hoped(\fo_r the library and the: =

school of public service at the Univérsity.. It was apparent that he

was more interested in the school of publ':iciservice than in the

library. He has a rare ability to inspire enthusiasm, to draw -

~forth from the people he is dealing withg a desire to put their -

shoulder to the wheel, and make it just as good as he thinks it-can be,
I remember how he said "I am a complete accident., Most of the boys
and girls that grow up here have to struggle for an education and a

scarcity of the opportuhities means that their lives are restricted

and dulled. If there are any of f:hem,h_ere who have the 'brainvs to go.
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- going. . Bill Heath, Max and Roy and I, and I think Bunshaft}:‘ felt
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far, that's what I want this school of pubhc serv1ce to do -~ to glve -

them that opportumty, to put young people from this part of the world

bebor

into the bloodstream of Amerlcan thought and real domg./{ I need to

.appoint' sonrebody to a board or a big administrative job, or a Cabinet
| job. Where txdxfinshhexx do I find the man that's qualified? He's
 very likely to come 'from,some Eastern seaboard school like Harvard

- or Yale; rnaybe from Michigan; maybe from Califorrlia; but that means _

that whole vast sections of our country don't furnish what they ought to .
in brains, ’ and character into the public life."
- This was essentlally what he said, though much better more

.

pungently I wished, as I often had, that we had a tape recorder
. : / :

.an mJectmn of determmatmn to help make that school of public af£a1rs
all that it could be. And then after a while'_he said "Come on, leth

go home and eat dinner. You won't drzve back to Austm unt11 too |

lateﬁﬂdmnertlme. " So back we went to the ranch -- awarm- flre

and dinner, and._then Mr. Bgnshaft left, I th1n}< nnpressed,. 1_nsp1red,

and probably“wanfirig out.'

" Not everything has ‘c'ome to a halt in our absence from the

White House, The recorded message ‘we had worked on g1v1ng a short
Executive
hlstory of the 'Rxxxx Mansmn and a bit of descriptdion of each room

is cornpleted and visitors on tour heard 1t for the first time., Small ',

things indeed. The information  {, ..} , the water fountain,
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a few benches to rest on , now this recorded message, and soon I

| hope the bfohze plapque _déscribing the President's park -- ja,ll the

memorial trees planted by Presidents“. The first one of record is

John Quincy Adams.  He planedthzx planted the 'majestic American

elm in 18264 on one of Thomas .J'effer'son's mounds in the South Lawx;;
Small things all, but I think they will a.dd_tip to more enjoyment for '

all the tourists coming to the White House.

“that little girl does turns to print -- even ham_sters,.. far mor

- And praise the Lord, Luci has been giving awa;y.hamsters.
Our hamster population is gré_atly reduced, and quite a few children
and schools across the land are\*xappier. The funny thing is everything -

5 oddly

' enough,f\Lynda. Bird's going to Acapulcg,/to have dates with a handsome . -

movie actor,




