
W ednesday, D ecem ber 1, 1965 _  

I sp e n t a l l  m o rn in g  au to g rap h in g  p ic tu re s  fo r C h r is tm a s ,  m ak in g  

phone c a lls  abou t the b u s in e ss  a t  h an d . The h igh  p o in t of the day 

w as lu n ch  w ith  the  m an  who m ay  be th e  a rc h i te c t  fo r  th e  Lyndon 

Jo h n so n  L ib r a r y  - -  G ordon  B u n sh aft.   M ax B ro o k s and  Roy 

H eath  b ro u g h t h im  out about one o 'c lo c k , acco m p an ied  b y  B ill H eath  

who h a s  fa ith fu lly  fo llow ed th is  th ro u g h  fro m  the  f i r s t  f l ic k e r  of a  

th o u g h t, and if  i t  b eco m es a  r e a l i ty  m uch  of i t  w ill be th an k s  to  h im .

We lu n ch ed  r a th e r  w ell w ith  Lyndon , and  th en  he sa id  " L e t 's  

r id e  a r o u n d ," N ev e r q u ite  know ing w h e th e r a  r id e  w ill be te n  m in u te s  

o r  fo u r h o u rs  we a l l  p ile d  in  th e  je e p  and  w ent to  s u rv e y  th e  Danz 

0 ^  and  th e  M a rtin  - -  c le a r in g , seed in g , th e  b u ild in g  and  of c o u rs e  to

se e  the  new  p r e - f a b  h o u se .  There were evidences of bu ild ing  e v e ry w h e re  

we lo o k ed . T he p a in tin g  and ro c k  w o rk . F o r  the  p r e - f a b  h o u se ,

Lyndon o rd e re d  two m o re  w indow s p u t in  on th e  w e s t s id e  o f the 

tw o b e d ro o m s . I  w as g lad , a lthough  i t  m ay  p o se  som e p ro b le m  fo r  

th e  b e d s .  And th en  th e re  w as a  b r ie f  s to p  b ack  a t  th e  ra n c h , and  once 

m o re  he s e t  out w ith  u s .  T h is  tim e  we w ent to th e  old F o r t  in  Jo h n so n  

C ity  and ta lk e d  abou t re s to r in g  th em  and stopped  in  f ro n t of the log  

h o u se . I fe lt  I cou ld  see  B unshaft g e ttin g  in te re s te d  and a ls o  m o re  

a m a z e d  by th e  m o m e n t.  We ta lk e d  of m ak ing  a  p a rk  of i t  and  how  

th e  s t r e e t  w ould e n te r  f ro m  th e  boyhood h o m e.  T hen  we w ent to  th e  bank 

and u p s ta i r s .   By now it w as d a rk .  We w ent f ro m  ro o m  to  ro o m  by 

f la sh lig h t w ith  Lyndon a sk in g  R oy, M ax and B unshaft fo r  so lu tio n s
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to  p ro b le m s ,  a d v ic e , su g g e s tio n s , and  sen d in g  w ord  m ean w h ile  

to  W e i r i c h [ ? ]  that i t  had  to  be done in  the  n ex t couple  of w e ek s .

A ll in  a l l  it w as an  h i la r io u s  a f te rn o o n .  The P re s id e n t  

o f th e  U nited  S ta te s  spend ing  such  a long  tim e  on d e ta ile d  in sp e c tio n  

of p ro je c ts  - -  so m e of su ch  u t te r  t r iv ia l i ty ,  so m e  of r e a l  im p o rt . 

fo r  the fu tu re , and  a sk in g  th e  ad v ice  of th is  ren o w n ed  a rc h i te c t  on 

a l l  of th em  w ith  c o m p le te  u n s e lf - c o n s c io u s n e s s , and  eq u a l in te r e s t .

A s we le f t ,  I s a id  to  B u n sh aft and  Roy and M ax "Som e peop le  b e t o n  

r a c e  h o r s e s ,  and  so m e p eo p le  buy je w e lry .  We b u i ld ."

T hen  we w ent to  the  boyhood h o m e . J e s s e  w elco m ed  us 

in to  th e  l i t t l e  p a r lo r  and b ro u g h t us co ffee  and S co tch , th e  l a t t e r  m o re   

p o p u la r , and  we sp e n t a  jew e l of an  h o u r w ith  Lyndon r e m in is c in g  abou t 

h is  life  th e r e ,  abou t w hat he hoped for the  l ib r a r y  and  the 

sch o o l of p u b lic  s e rv ic e  a t the  U n iv e rs ity .  It w as a p p a re n t th a t  he 

w as m o re  in te re s te d  in  the  sch o o l of p u b lic  s e rv ic e  th an  in  the  

l i b r a r y .   He h as  a  r a r e  a b ili ty  to  in s p ire  e n th u s ia sm , to  d raw  

fo r th  f ro m  th e  peop le  he  is  d ea lin g  w ith  a  d e s ir e  to  p u t th e i r  

sh o u ld e r  to  th e  w heel, and  m ak e  it  ju s t  a s  good as  he th in k s  i t  can  b e .

I r e m e m b e r  how he sa id  " I am  a co m p le te  a c c id e n t. M ost o f the  boys 

and g i r ls  th a t  g row  up h e re  have to  s tru g g le  fo r  an  ed u ca tio n  and  a  

s c a r c i ty  of th e  o p p o rtu n itie s  m e an s  th a t  th e i r  l iv e s  a r e  r e s t r i c te d  

and d u lled . If th e re  a r e  any of th em  h e re  who have the b ra in s  to  g o
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f a r ,  th a t ’s w hat I w ant th is  sch o o l of p u b lic  s e rv ic e  to  do - -  to  g ive

th em  th a t  o p p o rtu n ity , to  pu t young p eo p le  f ro m  th is  p a r t  of the w o rld

in to  the b lo o d s tre a m  of A m e ric a n  though t and  r e a l  do ing .  When I  n ee d  to

a p p o in t so m eb o d y  to  a  b o a rd  o r  a  b ig  a d m in is tra t iv e  jo b , o r  a  C ab in e t 

jo b . W here  do I find  the  m an  th a t 's  q u a lif ie d ?   H e 's  

v e ry  lik e ly  to  com e fro m  som e E a s te rn  s e a b o a rd  sch o o l lik e  H a rv a rd  

o r  Y ale; m ay b e  f ro m  M ichigan ; m ay b e  f ro m  C a lifo rn ia ; b u t th a t  m e a n s  

th a t  w hole v a s t  s e c tio n s  of o u r  c o u n try  d o n 't fu rn is h  w hat th e y  ought to  

in  b r a in s ,  an d  c h a r a c te r  in to  th e  p u b lic  l i f e . "

T h is  w as e s s e n t ia l ly  w hat he  s a id , though m u ch  b e t t e r , m o re  

p u n g en tly .  I  w ish ed , a s  I o ften  h ad , th a t  we had  a  ta p e  r e c o r d e r

g o in g .  B ill  H eath , M ax  and Roy and  I  -- and  I th in k  B u n sh aft -- fe l t

 ̂a n  in je c tio n  of d e te rm in a tio n  to  h e lp  m ak e  th a t  sch o o l of p u b lic  a f f a i r s  

a l l  th a t  i t  cou ld  b e .   And th en  a f te r  a  w hile he s a id  "C om e on, l e t 's  

go h o m e and  e a t  d in n e r . You w o n 't d r iv e  b a c k  to  A u stin  u n til  too

late for d in n e r t im e ."   So back  we w en t to  th e  ra n c h  - -  a  w a rm  f ir e  

and  din n e r ,  an d  th e n  M r . Bun sh a ft le f t ,  I  th in k  im p re s s e d ,  in s p ir e d , 

a n d  p ro b a b ly  "w an ting  o u t".

Not e v e ry th in g  h as  com e to  a  h a lt  in  o u r ab se n c e  f ro m  the

W hite H o u se .  The r e c o rd e d  m e s s a g e  we had  w orked  on giv ing  a  s h o r t  

h is to ry  of th e  Executive M an sio n  and a  b it of d e s c r ip t io n  of e ach  ro o m  

is  co m p le ted  and  v is i to r s  on to u r  h e a rd  i t  fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e .   S m all 

th in g s  in d eed .  The in fo rm a tio n  k i o s k ,  the  w a te r  fo u n ta in ,
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a  few  b en ch es  to  r e s t  on, now th is  r e c o rd e d  m e s s a g e ,  and  soon  I 

hope the  b ro n ze  p l a q u e  d e sc r ib in g  the  P r e s id e n t 's  p a rk  - -  a l l  th e  

m e m o r ia l  t r e e s  p la n ted  by P r e s id e n ts .   The f i r s t  one of r e c o rd  is  

Jo h n  Q uincy A d a m s .  He p lan ted  th e  m a je s t ic  A m e ric a n  

e lm  in  1826 on one of T hom as J e f f e r s o n 's  m ounds in  th e  South L aw n . 

S m all th in g s  a l l ,  b u t I th in k  they  w ill add  up to  m o re  en jo y m en t fo r  

a l l  th e  to u r i s t s  com ing  to  th e  W hite H o u se .

A nd p r a is e  th e  L o rd , L u c i h a s  b een  giving aw ay h a m s te r s .

O u r h a m s te r  p o p u la tio n  is  g re a t ly  re d u c e d , and  qu ite  a  few  c h ild re n  

  a nd  sc h o o ls  a c r o s s  th e  lan d  a re  ha p p ie r .   T he funny th ing  is  e v e ry th in g  

th a t l i t t l e  g i r l  does tu rn s  to  p r in t  - -  even  h am s t e r s  - -  f a r  m o re , oddly 

enough, than Ly n d a  B ir d 's  going to  A c a p u l c o  to have d a tes  w ith  a  h an d so m e  

m o v ie  a c to r .


