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S u n d ay , D e c e m b e r  12, 1965

T h e  en d  of an  id y l, an d  w h a t a  perfect g lo r io u s  go l d an d  b lu e  d a y .

L y n d o n  e a r ly  d e c id e d  to  sk ip  c h u rc h , a  d e c is io n  I in  no

w ay  c o n te s te d .   We p ile d  in to  th e  B ro n c o  -- L yndon  an d  I  a n d  A r th u r

an d  M a th ild e  a n d  J e s s e

tin,I
f o r  a  l a s t  f a r e w e l l  to u r  a ro u n d  th e  D anz P la c e

a n d  M a r t in ,  a n d  n u m e ro u s  c o n v e r s a t io n s  w ith  D ale  to  in q u ire  w h e re

e v e r y  s h r e d d e r  a n d  c e d a r  a n d  t r a c t o r  an d  e m p lo y e e  w a s , d i r e c t io n s  

to  g e t  th e  fo u n d e re d  b u l l s  moved off th e  p la c e  so  on ly  o u r b e s t  m e r c h a n d is e  

w ill  sh o w .  
.....................  

I ju m p e d  o u t a t  th e  f i r s t  ta n k  to  find  th a t  th e  b lu e b o n n e ts

a r e  r e a l l y  c o m in g  up th ic k  a lo n g  th e  e m b a n k m e n t.  L yndon  b e a m s  

a t  a l l  th e  w o rk  th a t  h a s  b e en  d o n e , b u t ceaselessly fin d s  a n o th e r  f ie ld  

th a t  o u g h t to  be s h re d d e d  o r  s e e d e d  o r  a  sh e d    p a inted 

o u r  n ew  g r e e n  w h ich  in c id e n tly  is  s p ro u tin g  a c r o s s  th e  la n d - 

s c a p e ,  o r  w a sh e s  th a t  ough t to  b e  f i l le d  in .  I know  th e  ra n c h  f o r c e

w ill  g r e e t  th e  co n v en in g  of C o n g r e s s  and our return w ith a  s ig h  of r e l i e f .

O k ie  h a s  b e e n  sp en d in g  h is  d ay s  down h e r e  g e ttin g  so m e  

r e a l ly  a r t i s t i c  sh o ts  f o r  h is  own s to r y  of a  P r e s i d e n t 's  C o u n try  - -  

f r o m  s u n s e t  on th e  P e d e r n a le s  -- th a t  v iew  th a t  I  a lw ay s  lo v e  so  m u c h  

f ro m  o u r  ow n y a r d  -- to  th e  h u m b le  f a r m  la n te r n  th a t  h an g s  on th e
A

b a c k  p o rc h  in  th e  o ld  S am  Jo h n so n  h o u s e . - - -  th e s e  th in g s  th a t  

b e s p e a k  th e  c o u n try  and i t s  w ay  of l i f e .
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T he  day  w as  so  b e a u tifu l th a t  we a r e  go ing  to  h a v e  lu n c h  a t

th e  l a k e .   So w e h e l ic o p te r e d  o v e r  a b o u t one , s to p p in g  to  p ic k

up A . W . a n d  la n d e d  a t  w h a t L y ndon  c a l le d  M ount M a th ild e  w h e re

th e  K r im s a r e  go ing  to  b u ild  a  h o u s e .  R ig h t now  i t  is  a  ro c k y  h i l l

to p p e d  by  a  w in d m ill  an d  d o tte d  w ith  m e s q u i te  an d  p e r s im m o n s  an d

c a t 's  c la w  c a c tu s .   How n ic e  to  lo o k  fo r w a rd  to  th e  t im e  w hen  w e 
 j
will r e a l l y  l iv e  h e r e  an d  h av e  s u c h  n e ig h b o rs  an d  p e rh a p s  m o r e !

F o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  I am  th e s e  l a s t  few  m o n th s  a s s u r e d  th a t  L y n d o n

 c an  r e t i r e .  Now if  h e  c a n  on ly  s ta y  w e ll a n d  s tro n g  a n d  do a  good

jo b  u n t i l  w e c a n  h o n o ra b ly  buy  o u r  t i c k e t  h o m e .

We h a d  lu n c h  in  th e  b r ic k - p a v e d  p a t io .  T he  sk y  w as  c lo u d le s s  

a n d  th e  t e m p e r a t u r e  in  th e  7 0 s .   In F lo r id a  o r  P a lm  S p r in g s  w e   

w ou ld  be h a r d  p u t to  do b e t t e r  th a n  th e  H il l  Coun t r y  t o d a y . .. T h e  m o s t  

d e l ic io u s  c h a r c o a l  b ro i le d  h a m b u r g e r s  - -  th e  s m e l l  a s  good  a s  th e  

t a s t e  - -  p in to  b e a n s  a n d  a l l  th e  t r im m in g s  an d  a  cup  c u s ta r d  a s  good 

a s  Z e p h y r  e v e r  m a d e .   M a ry  i s  d e f in i te ly  le a r n in g .   T h e y  a r e  a  

w o n d e rfu l c o u p le .

L ynd o n  h a s  s p e n t  th e s e  l a s t  few  d ay s  ta lk in g  ra n c h in g  an d  

c a t t le  an d  b u s in e s s  w ith  A . W . ju s t  a s  th o u g h  he w e re  go ing  to  p u t 

e v e ry th in g  on ic e  fo r  m o n th s , a s  in d e ed  he  i s ,  b e c a u s e  w hen we 

r e t u r n  in  J a n u a r y  o u r  c h a n c e  to  l iv e  th is  s o r t  o f l i f e  h a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  

e n d e d   f o r  a n  in d e f in ite  p e r io d  - -  p e rh a p s  a  w eek en d  now  a n d  th e n .
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T h e r e  is  a  h a p p y ,  s a d  fe e l  to the day . I th in k  e v en  the  S e c r e t

S e r v ic e  w il l  be a  l i t t l e  s a d  to go b a ck .  L yndon , who s o m e t i m e s

g ro w ls  a t  th e  n u m b e r  of th e m  who a t te n d  to  h im  w hen  he  s e e s  5 o r
, w hen

6 r id in g  a lo n g  in  a  c a r ,  ta lk s  about M ex ic a n  a  G en era lsV in  a  fond  
ood

and  jo k in g  m ^ ^ d  w ith  th e m . He c a l l s  C la r e n c e  h e a d  of th e  C o u n t ry  

Boy D e ta i l .  He is  indifespensible - -  knows how to  find  o u r  w ay  to  

t  he  m o s t  r e m o t e  p a s t u r e  - -  how to  gut a d e e r  an d  how to  g e t  ou t 

of a  m u d  h o le  .

A f te r  lu n c h  L yndon  w as going boat r id in g ,  bu t I w a n te d  to  

d r iv e  iil^ct own to  h a v e  an  h o u r  with L ynda  and  a  h a i r - d o  b e f o r e  • 

d in n e r  a t  the  G o v e r n o r 's  so I fsldx le f t  h im  w ith  th e  K r im s  a n d  th e  

M o u r s u n d s .  B i l l  M o y e r s  and  I d ro v e  in  a long  one of th e  p l e a s a n t e s t  

ro a d s  in T e x a s .

I

SANinZED

I

B ut

" ^ ^ ^ " ^ ^ ° ^ ^ ^ ^ o ^ ^ ^ e t h i n g ' ' e T s ^ ? 'e m e r g i n g r ^ V i t S ^ T ^ ^ ; n ? e r " e y e s  a n d
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b e l ls  in  h e r  v o ic e , I  b e l ie v e  sh e  f e e ls  a t  21 lik e  I d id  w hen  I w as  

17, an d  lik e  L u c i  a p p a r e n t ly  h a s  m o s t  of h e r  y o u n g  g ay  l i f e .   It 

i s  a  jo y  to  m e  to  s e e  h e r  h ap p y  an d  e x c i te d .   I h a d  a  good v i s i t  w ith  

h e r ,  a n d  D o lly  d r e s s e d   m y  h a i r  a n d  I  p u t on m y  b e a u ti fu l  w h ite

s a t in  M o lly  P a r n i s  e n s e m b le ,  and w as r e a d y  w h en  L y n d o n  c a m e  b y

a b o u t s ix - tw e n ty .   L y n d a  h a s  m a d e  a  h a p p y  t r a n s i t io n  

f r o m  h e r  b ig  c o m fo r ta b le  ro o m  a t  th e  W hite  H ouse  to  s h a r in g  a  s m a l l  

one th e  s iz e  of h e r  b a th ro o m  w ith  tw o  o th e r  g i r l s  an d  s h a r in g  a  t in y  

c lo s e t  .  She is  n o t b e d e v ile d  b y  th e  n e e d  o f th in g s .   O n th e  o th e r

h a n d  I  w a n t h e r  to  e n jo y  th in g s  - -  c lo th e s ,  e le g a n t  p la c e s  to  din e  '

a n d  d a n ce  -- a  p la n e  t r i p  to  A c ap u lc o .  I  b e l ie v e  sh e  c a n  h a n d le  th e m  

a n d  n o t th e y  r u le  h e r .

We to o k  th e  K r im s  an d  O v e ta  w ith  u s  to  d in n e r  a t  th e  M a n s io n . 

T h is  w as  s o m e th in g  I h a d  b e e n  lo o k in g  fo r w a rd  to  lo v in g ly .  F i r s t ,  

b e c a u s e  i t  w as  Jo h n  a n d  N e llie  an d  a t  th e  M a n s io n  - -  a  p la c e  I  h a d  . 

lo n g  w a n ted  th e m  to  be  - -  an d  th e y   a r e  f i l l in g  i t  w ith  g r a c e  

a n d  good w o rk .  S eco n d , I knew  I w ou ld  s e e  a  lo t  of o ld  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  

w e d id .  T he L lo y d  B e n ts e n s ,  th e  M e r r i l l  C o n n a lly s , th e  S e a b o rn  

E a s t l a n d s , a n d  J u n e  a n d  F r a n k  E rw in .  He an d  Jo h n  a n d  I found  o u r s e lv e s  

a  s e a t  on a  so fa  an d  h a d  a  q u ie t  v i s i t  a b o u t th e  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  th e  L i b r a r y .    

A p p a re n t ly  i t  w as a  d e c is io n  th a t  th e  G o v e rn o r  w as s u p p o se d  to  be in  on .

S o m eb o d y  h a s  g o o fe d .  I  n e v e r  k new  i t .   I s im p ly  o u tlin e d  a l l  th e  s te p s  

I  h a d  ta k e n , th e  e v a lu a tio n  we h a d  m a d e  o f H a rriso n  a n d  A b ra movitz  ^
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an d  P h i l l ip  J o h n s o n  a n d  Yam a s a k i  , P a u l  R udo lph  an d  [Louis] Kahn, 

B u n sh a f t of S k id m o re , O w ens & M e r r i l l ,  e m p h a s iz in g

c l e a r l y  th a t  I  w as - -  none  of u s  w e re  r e a l ly  a n  a u th o r i ty  on th e  

a r c h i t e c t ,  an d  th e r e  w as no p ro to ty p e  to  fo llo w .  J o h n  an d  F r a n k

w e re  i n te r e s t e d  and a g r e e a b le .   I t  w as  b a d  p la n n in g  n o t t o ha v e   

c a l le d  in  th e  G o v e rn o r  on i t  s o o n e r .

T he Z a c k  L e n tz e s  w e re  t h e r e .  I  h a d n 't  s e e n  th e m  in  a g e s .  

A d e le  an d  G ene  L o c k e , N an cy  an d  A lf r e d  N e g le y . She to ld  m e  m y  

C h r i s tm a s  t r e e  w ould  b e  d e l iv e re d  on T u e s d a y . A nd th e  Jo h n  P e a c e s  

o f S an  A n to n io . H a r r y  an d  F r a n c e s  P r o v e n c e .  A nd th e  Jo e  S h eeh y s  

of T y l e r .  O th e r s  w ith  w hom  J o h n  h a d  w o rk e d  on L y n d o n 's  *• 

c a m p a ig n s  s in c e  h e ,  Jo h n , f i r s t  c a m e  w ith  u s  b a c k  in  '3 8  o r  '3 9 .

I t  w as  a  d e lig h tfu l e v e n in g . T he  M a n s io n  w as b e a u ti fu l .  I  w a s  so  

p ro u d  to  h av e  th e  K r im s  m e e t  Jo h n  a n d  N e llie  a n d  a l l  o f o u r  f r i e n d s .  

Y oung Jo h n n y  i s  t a l l e r  th a n  h is  D addy  an d  b ig g e r .  A nd M a r k  is  s t i l l  

a n  a d o ra b le  y o u n g s te r .  A nd S h e r r y  B . m u c h  l ik e  N e ll ie .

T h e re  w e re  no s p e e c h e s ,  b u t n e v e r th e le s s  i t  w as a n  e v e n in g  

w h en  n o s ta lg ia  w as j u s t  be low  th e  s u r f a c e .  I  th o u g h t o f a l l  th e  y e a r s  

w e h a d  w o rk e d  to g e th e r .  T he a im  i s  q u ite  u n sp o k en  o r  d id  th e  s e e d s  

of to d a y  l ie  s o m e w h e re  in  o u r c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  an d  h e r e  w as J o h n  in  

th e  G o v e r n o r 's  M a n s io n  an d  L ynd o n  P r e s id e n t .  It w as a  g r e a t  d a y . 

We le f t  a  l i t t l e  b e fo re  te n  an d  w e re  a b o a r d  A ir  F o r c e  O ne h e a d e d  f o r

W ash in g to n  , a n d  I  s t r e tc h e d  o u t to  s le e p  an d  a c tu a l ly  s le p t  m o s t  o f 

th e  w ay .
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We a r r i v e d  a t  th e  W hite H o u se  d o o r a b o u t tw o  an d  now  I

o
w as  w id e  aw ak e  a n d  r e a d  fo r  a n  h o u r  in  b e d  - -  o f a l l  th in g s ,  a  l i t t l e  

d ia r y  w h ich  I h a d  k e p t in  '2 9 , '3 0  an d  '31 --  ag e  16, 17 an d  18 

a n d  w h ich  h a d  r e m a in e d  a t  th e  B r i c k  Ho u se  in  a  c e d a r  c h e s t  - -  h a d  

b e e n  s e n t  to  m e  w ith  an  u n s ig n e d  n o te  b y  so m e  p e r s o n  w ho h a d  

d is m a n tle d  D a d d y 's  b e lo n g in g s  in  th e  o ld  b r i c k  s to r e !   I s q u ir m  

a p p r o p r ia te ly  .

F in a l ly  L y ndon  c a m e  a n d  c ra w le d  in  bed  w ith  m e  a t  t h r e e .  

We w en t to  r e s t  f o r  th e  b u sy  w e ek  th a t  l ie s  a h e a d .




