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December 20, 1965
Monday

i

Monday, December 20th was one of those near - perfect days
:;when I would ratner be riéht where I was doing what I

- did. tnan anywhere else imaginable..\mﬁe»| Bay or .the

Grecian Isles. . The White House was beautiful With

'_.evergréens and the great Christmas tree in the Blue

Room decorated with gingerbread men and. drums and toy

_soliders. The gimgrbread was real as hign as one could
‘reach. And up farther 1t was ceramics._AAnd pop corn

. strings and miracles of lLights. The Most beautiful

work of art. We had invited the children of all our

friends, the staff of course,_@?’éentis@;and doctorg

| femilies, all of the Clark Glifford grandchildren,

SoEmekeaan <29~ t0 See iﬁzj And then in the East Room

there was the Cregchs. Mrs. Howell has been several

'nighﬂs putfing it together.. Marvelous collectibh of

Neopolitan figures of the lath Century, some earller,

that she had spent her. lifetlme collectlng.' She had

. 8lven ner other collections to the Metropolitan Museum -

of Art in New-Ybrk."This one She'QOés for us each ' _
ye&ar, She.had bsgun it for Mrs. Kennedy in 1961;' My "r
favorite Chriétmas bicture had been madevby it. XI

‘had some miStletde from Texas banging over the door-
ways, from the Diplomatic éntrance with its lighted
trees flanking the door, to the great hall with 1ts :

tall evergreens. The whole house had Xm18 ‘at every
step and I felt like skipping and sayinggDeck_the
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Halls with Boughs of Holly as I walked through it. | In
went 1
the morning I/makke# to the beauty parlor and then

_.weléomed'our house guests, the Harding Lawrences. —

LA ’ : ) A.‘
"ﬁ very attractive young Texas couple, comers in the

busineés7worlq} Ihe Jonnny Mq}com; of Houston. Our
| day with them at_ths ranch ln the fall‘had been one
of:thé.most mémorablé I'1l eVex’haVé;[qaz—E;E a laté_,
lunch with Lyndonm, the six of us. And then I worked -

" at my desk on all the Christmas details. No matter
~ how much planning ahead we dé,about_five Qr six days  L
'befofe‘xmas,'Lyndon gots frantic, thinking about all
ﬁhe things he wants to do for all the people he loves,’
heaplng the work on all those around him. - Think up
names, plan gifts, get‘it.dcnel: I dss8 know it must =
fesult in many~midnight hours for secreﬁaries and o
-plcture framers and merdhants ana rarcel post dellverers
But af ter more than 50 years I, at least, should know

to expect it. hen came the big event of the dayu__

‘éggralnner in hénor of Ghancéllpr Erhard#df We opened

up all’the stops'and.rang forth the Christmas carols .

Ve met Chancellor Erhard at’ the door of the Dinlomatic

entrance l}ﬂith a 60 member chorus from the American

Light Opera Company stretched along the stpes up o

' the balcony above. These'great graceful . steps are

rart of the mansion that has seldom been used for

their. full drama. There was never a better stage
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.the 0'

' session.

eettihg than tonight' And then for‘pictures we

'mounted the steps with the’ Chancellor and stooa on

" the balcony, Lyndon and the Chancel lor f.Lanked by me

and Luci,.‘Lynda managed to be in the background.
The llghted tree down front and the carol s:.ngers giving
forth with an infectuous jey 'bhat got the evening off |
to. tre gayest'of starts/, ¥nile Iitried my best to
look into the eyes of each one up an(? down tne.stairs
to- teJ.egraph the message 'thank you'. |

We went upsta:.rs to the Ye;low Room for & cock—-

tail and the exchange of gifts. P(was marvelous

hunt ing rifle for Lyndon. An-engreving of Geo rge

Washington and clocks for the girls. Then _dOWnsteirs, o
o the East'; Room for the recei\iing line. I'm gettlng
very much at home witn the German govermnent. ~Dr..

Carl Karsten, State Secretary of the Foreign Office, _

 Ambassador Knap"stem, 'B#lig/act/ Hilda's husband.——— '
j?ﬂzhe ‘g my friend from the Capitol Speakers Club. At N
‘the ranch he had brought me the beautiful Xmas angel.

Heinz ? the interpreter. And of coarse Dr. Gerhard

Shprader, the Mini ster of Forelgn Affairs. Hubert and

Muriel were theré\and from the Cabinet, the Rusks,

and the Ud&Lls. A rather small contingent
from the House and Senate because they are out of -

And the papers R of course, made much of the
fact that Jonn Sparkman, ng. 2 on ﬂoreign affairs was -
there ins tead ot F‘ulbright

2 had actua.u.ly been in--




son from Oklahoma.

dear to Luci.
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vited to the White House some eleven or so times

to dlnners or 1uncheons for foreign BR dignitarles

in thls year_ more than any member of the Senate._

The Muskies, Mrs. Kelly ana the FZ:&EXE;;;;;;IQ

completed the Congressional Delegation. And Dean

Acheson. Shall I classify him as old friena? A

foreign affairs experﬁq 'From_the'staff,'the George

Reedy'ﬁ/end'ﬂne Jack Valenti's end the Lee Whi tes.

The Douglas MacArthurs from the State Department.v

F'My laat real visit with them when he was . Ambassador

to Belgium on our fall trip in f65. From the world
of educators ssd Dr. and Mfs. Frank Rose. He is
Presidenf of the Uhivereity of‘Akbame)and Dr. Margaret
Clapp, President of Wellessy.. And for entertainment
Gene Autry, whom we have known since*ﬁ§=ﬁE¥§=EE§wn
ﬂaep,the campaign of 1946 And Van Cltburn, Luci's
special friend. Roberta Peters,.the lovely singer
wio had been so helpful in the June Arts Festival,
And Dr. and Mrs. Jemes Conant who was the former
AmbaSSador to Germany, as well as former head of
Harvard, Among old friends, Anna Rosenberg Hoffman

and her husband Paul Hoffman, the Oscar Chapmans and

the Frank Ikards, and the Bill Kerrs, 5enator Kerp! s |

And the Lester Lindgé who ‘are so

And the Bill Deasons and’ at the last
moment Dr. Willis Hurst«~j&obody there was

Mo
ﬁ\glad4qv 1y
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to have! The press was represented by the Price

- Days, Editor and Publlsher of the Baltimore Sun.

Norman Gou31ns, Edltor of Saturday Rev1ew.,*I
should reclass him under 1ntellectuals.‘ And the
young couples who covered us all fall in Texas, the
Sid Davises of Wesﬁhouse Broadcasting, the Max

Friedmar™s amd the Jack Goulds who had written a

‘marvelous review of my ABC show, The.John Po:n%/uiﬁ;_—:ﬁ

- of the New York Times; the John Steeles of Time and

Life and the Lucien Warrens of Buf'falo Courier-

Express. Quite a contingent here tonight. 'And
Le(drhe »

Frances Lwen? who covers me more than anybody.

Possibly to the surprise of a 1ot of people was

former Governor and Mrs, Tom Dewey of New York

and one moment in the line he end I 1aughed together‘

‘over the last time he had been at the White House.

" Probably nobody ever spent a more hectic day ond -
night} ;gz;f¥nong White House benefactd$ was_Riohard:'

ﬁetricﬁ/who.had given us the Thomes Sully of.Fanny

Kimble. And Mrs. Edward Hutton who had given us the

1ove1y rug that we used in the‘9§££§§ Room. From

Arts and Aetters there were the Ralph Ellisons , The

ne gro author Dr.iJohn Hope Franklin and his wife,

Professor and author, Lynda Bird had Pau%l Dresser -

as her escort. Besides the.

‘and the Lawrences

betanad -



"
the ﬁdwuﬁdzggiif;f Austin-were'ourAhouse guests;
And Gordon_ﬁa~ﬂskup7/who had just been éhosen to do
the Lyndon Bains Jbﬁ;son Library? We had added for
that very good reaso We were all in one room since
the Chancellor.had no spouse with him andehen we
went in to dinner he was on my right_and.Gegfhard
Schraeder thé Minister of Foreign Affairs on my
left.i Lyndon had Mrs._Knaﬁ%tein and Mrs, Humphréy.

The dinner was delicious lobster and roast duckling

‘and at the end & beautifully decorated yule log.
This was Rene's last dinner far us and he did the
| lobstez'/superb, 1t was. And Nick did the duck snd

4}
Ferdinand the dessert, the Jule 1og, as usual. I

fbund the Chancellor good company with better Engllsh |
‘than I expected. I remarked about the faqt,that I
read that the population of Germany - his_Ger@any,
consisted of 20% or 25% of pebple who had come frbm:
the other side of the Iron Curtain. He said yes and
thaﬁ was at a time When there was hardly enougﬁ jobs,_

enough houses, enough to eat, for those who normélly

live there. It wag quite a job of absorption into

the social and economic life and since he is the =
architect of their post-war revivél, reconstruction,

success, Whateveéfame you give it, it was a good'sub-

ject for us to'talkéboﬁﬁ. And also it was ulways a
/
reliable subJect with every Chief of Statq4how I would

|
like to visit your country. And indeed I would,
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Especlally a boat trip on the Rhine. ' Duning dessert
we had an.innovation;instead of the singing violins@.
we had the Universit%knm Maryland Madrigal Singers
dressed in colorful reaazsgzgzzgstumes._.ﬂmby reds am
moss greens and dull gold. They strolled around the
tables and sang 16th and 17th Century Christmas carols
It was enchanting! We mere all caught up in story-“
book atmosphere. And then there were the toasts.
| Lyndon*%sd Chencellor Erhard and the other 140 or
so guests that he would shortly send to Europe a
Commission to discuss joint explofations in space,i.
leading to probes of the sun and Jupiter. And in a
‘o - much lighter vein, he said]ltﬁere is no truth to the
A rumor that your reputation as an economi st prompted
us to invite. you to visgit us sat budget timej/ nrhard
gave his toast in German and then it was translated
sa that made 1t much longer. He gave the United =
States credit for having extended the hand of friend-
ship to enable them to get back on their feet after N
World War II, Coming frem him this had s speciai
ring because he was himself so much responsible forh

that getting back on the feet. And then he said

in an unusual vein of candor, the U.S.'istmaking
PR o |

great sacrpafices to defend the security of the people

-in Vietnam. I feel ashamed because of what we cen

¢

contribute is very modest in comparison to what the

/]
U.S. is contributing. I am sure-gafore he gets out

e - - e et 6 A i 1 o e S A A 0 e it 45t e
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out of‘tnwn Lyndon will ask him in as forceful a

manner as'possiblefhow much more can they contribute.

'-'fi!Lyndon used his toast as he doe s everything‘theseb
‘days, to talk about‘peace.? There will be peace in
Vietnam the moment others are ready to stop their

. /4 ' , S
attacks. Reaffirmed that we are going to keep this

country moving forward with the Great SOciety;

After dinner he took the Chancellor upstairs, along
with Hubert_and‘Dean Rusk and BOb;McNmmaravand:
George-Ball and;McGeorge'and'Jack-Valenti and of
courseﬁgzgggzggﬁand George-Mcdge. "They were gone
for a good half hour while we had coifee and brandy
in the Green Room and in the Red Room and everybody.

strolled around the Xmas tree admiring 1t. ”And then fot

- the entertainment of the. evenlng._« Into the Gold Room

where I introduced Robert Merrill, who, bless him,

Berforming for us for the third time. foil "r" of Italyj Ml‘T/(;N

’ ta-the Salute to Congress. 'I'll never forget him

in that buckskin jacket and then tonight with the
Madrigal Singers, 31ng1ng Silent nght in Germany

and in English asking all of us to Join him. I

was so assured of the evenlngs success and so»relaked

that I could actually giggle when'I’finished my intro

‘duction and wished our guests a 24% ﬂ}rvhm \emo\g“d/ *"‘o@.l

- most Merr y Chrlstmas, It was one of the best programs

we had ever had in the White House, I thought. Only
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about twenty minutes. Perfect for the time and

- mood and_then pictures and out into the hall with

chempagne being passedgﬁﬂklmOSt on the stroke of

midnight the Chancelior lefte. We.adcompanied him

out to the front door with a light fall of snow.

The last perfect touch for the evening. It was

really Xmasl. And then back for dancing. Lyndon

Koo

~ danced with me and Mrs. Nepstein and then seve:al

times with Roberta Peters. Somestime during.the highf

. it had occured to me in spite of our pfecautions

we wound up by having Roberta PetersAhere the same
night as her éx-husband Bob Merrill!‘ I had worn
lmy favorite dress, the red St. jﬁgﬁfﬁ but although it

had a 11ttle train I danced and danced and ever SO
Hy—

-~ many of the guests sa1d~ﬁappy Bﬁrthday/\it was only
~two days away. I had a quiet moment with Dr. Hurst

in the Blue Room by the Xmas tree watching the snow L
fall as we looked out toward thevmonument, caught B
up in ten years of memories and a very real frend-
ship in the magic of the evening. /Lﬁgixaxxxke has
been able to have Bill Hitchecock, both Hinner and-

and she
dancing at the 1ast minute,/wxs was making sure Van
Clyburn had a good time. She looked lovely in white.:.
It was'wellbafter one. before T went up'and tyndon |

stayed after me. It was two o'clock before the music

died away and we had said gaodnight to our house
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guests. It will be hard to ever have

White House that I shall enjoy more.

a party in‘the




