
December 20 , 1965 -
*4 Monday

Monday, December 2 0 th  was one of th o s e  n e a r  p e r f e c t  days 

when I  would r a t h e r  be r i g h t  where I  was  d o in g  what I  

d id  th a n  anywhere e l s e  im ag inab le  - -  Can e e l  Bay o r  th e  

G rec ian  I s l e s .  The W hite House was b e a u t i f u l  w i th  

e v e rg re e n s  and t h e  g r e a t  C h ris tm as  t r e e  in  th e  B lue 

Room d e c o ra te d  w i th  g in g e r b re a d  men and drums an d  to y  

s o l d i e r s . The g i ng er b r e a d  was r e a l  a s  h ig h  as  one c o u ld  

r e a c h .  And up f a r t h e r  i t  was c e ra m ic s .  And pop co rn  

s t r i n g s  and. m i r a c l e s  of l i g h t s .  The Most b e a u t i f u l  

work o f  a r t .  We had i n v i t e d  th e  c h i l d r e n  of a l l  o u r  

f r i e n d s ,  th e  s t a f f  o f  c o u r s e  -- the de n t i s ts and d o c to rs  

f a m i l i e s ,  a l l  o f  th e  C la rk  C l i f f o r d  g r a n d c h i ld r e n ,
/

t o  s e e  i t .   And th e n  in  th e  E a s t  Room 

t h e r e  was th e  C r e c h e .  Mrs. Howell h a s  been s e v e r a l  

n i g h t s  p u t t i n g  i t  t o g e t h e r .  M arvelous c o l l e c t i o n  of 

N e o p o l i ta n  f i g u r e s  o f  th e  1 8 th  C en tu ry ,  some e a r l i e r ,  

t h a t  she had  s p e n t  h e r .  l i f e t i m e  c o l l e c t i n g . She h a d

g iv e n  h e r  o th e r  c o l l e c t i o n s  to  the M e t ro p o l i ta n  Museum 

o f  A r t  i n  New York. T h is  one she does fo r  us e a c h  

y e a r .  She h ad  begun i t  f o r  M rs. K ennedy i n  1 9 6 1 . My 

f a v o r i t e  C hris tm as p i c t u r e  had  been made by i t . I  

had  some m i s t l e t o e  from Texas hang ing  over the  d o o r -  

ways, from  th e  D ip lo m a tic  e n t r a n c e  w i th  i t s  l i g h t e d  

t r e e s  f l a n k in g  t h e  d o o r ,  t o  t he g r e a t  h a l l  w i th  i t s

t a l l  e v e r g r e e n s .   The w hole house  had  Xma s  a t  e v e ry  
s t e p  and I  f e l t  l i k e  s k ip p in g  and s a y i n g  "Deck. th e



H a l l s  w i th  Boughs of H o l ly " as I  w alked th ro u g h  i t ,  In

th e  m orning I  w e n t   t o  th e  b e a u ty  p a r l o r  and th en

welcomed our house g u e s t s ,  the Harding Lawences^.---- -

^ v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e  young Texas c o u p le ,  comers in  th e 

b u s i n e s s  w orld ;  t h e  Johnny Mecoms of H ouston .  Our

day  w i th  them a t  th e  ra n c h  in  th e  f a l l  had been one 

o f  th e  most memorable I ' l l  e v e r  h a v e .  We had  a  l a t e  

lu n c h  w i th  Lyndon, th e  s i x  of u s .  And th e n  I  worked 

a t  my d esk  on a l l  t h e  C h ris tm as  d e t a i l s .  No m a t t e r  

how much p la n n in g  ah ead  we do, a b o u t f i v e  o r  s ix  days 

b e f o r e  Xmas, Lyndon g e t s  f r a n t i c ,  t h i n k i n g  ab o u t a l l  

th e t h i n g s  he w an ts  t o  do f o r  a l l  th e  p e o p le  he l o v e s ,  

h e a p in g  th e  work on a l l  th o s e  a ro u nd h im . Think up 

names, p la n  g i f t s ,  g e t  i t  d on e !  I   know i t  must 

r e s u l t  i n  many m id n ig h t  h o u rs  f o r  s e c r e t a r i e s  and 

p i c t u r e  f r a m e r s  and m erch an ts  an d p a r c e l  p o s t  d e l i v e r e r s  

But a f t e r  more th a n  30 y e a r s  I ,  a t  l e a s t ,  sh o u ld  know 

to  e x p e c t  i t . Then came t h e b i g  e v en t  o f th e  day.

Our d in n e r  i n  honor o f  C h a n c e l lo r  E rh ard .   We opened

up a l l  t h e  s to p s  and  r a n g  f o r t h  th e  C h ris tm as  c a r o l s .

We m et C h a n c e l lo r  E rh a rd  a t  the  door o f  the  Di p lo m a tic  
c/

e n t r a n c e . wi t h  a  60 member ch o ru s  from  th e  American 

L ig h t  Opera Company s t r e t c h e d  a long  th e  s t e p s up to 

th e  b a lc o n y  above. These g r e a t  g r a c e f u l  s t e p s  a re
. ■

. J .  part of the mansion th at has seldom been u sed  fo r

t h e ir  f u l l  drama.  There was never a b e t te r  s ta g e
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s e t t i n g  th a n  t o n i g h t !  And th e n  f o r  p i c t u r e s  we 

m ounted th e  s t e p s  w i th  th e  C h a n c e l lo r  and  s t o o d on 

th e  b a lc o n y ,  Lyndon and th e  C h a n c e llo r  f l a n k e d  by me 

and  L u c i  -- Lynda managed to  be in  th e  backg round .

The l i g h t e d  t r e e  down f r o n t  and th e  c a r o l  s i n g e r s  g iv in g  

f o r t h  w i th  a n  i n f e c t i o u s  joy g o t  the  even ing  o f f

to  th e  g a y e s t  of s t a r t s ,  wh i l e  I  t r i e d  my b e s t  to  

lo o k  in to  t h e  e y e s  o f  each one up and down t he s t a i r s  

t o  t e l e g r a p h  the  m essage "Thank y o u " !

We went u p s t a i r s  to th e  Y ellow  Room f o r  a cock -  

t a i l  and  th e  exchange o f  g i f t s .   There was m arve lous  

h u n t in g  r i f l e  f o r  Lyndon.  An e n g ra v in g  of George 

W ashington and c lo c k s  f o r  th e  g i r l s .   Then d o w n s ta i r s  

t o th e  E a s t  Room f o r  th e  r e c e i v i n g  l i n e .   I 'm  g e t t i n g  

v e ry  much a t  home w i th  t h e  German governm ent, :Dr.

C a r l  K a r s te n ,  S ta t e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  F o re ig n  O f f i c e ,  

Ambassador Kn apps t e i n ;  H a n s  K r o p f ,  H i l d a ' s  h u sb a n d  — -  

she's my f r i e n d  fro m  th e  C a p i to l  S peakers  C lub.  At 

th e  r a n c h  he had  b ro u g h t me th e  b e a u t i f u l  Xmas a n g e l .  

H einz ? t h e  I n t e r p r e t e r .   And o f  c o u rs e  Dr. G erhard  

S h r a d e r ,  th e  M in is te r  o f  F o re ig n  A f f a i r s .   H ubert a n d  

M u r ie l  were t h e r e and  from th e  C a b in e t ,  t h e  R usks,

the O’B riens  and th e  U d a l l s .   A r a t h e r  sm a ll  c o n t in g e n t  

from the  House and S ena te  because  th e y  a r e o u t  o f  

s e s s io n .   And th e  p a p e r s  , o f  c o u r s e ,  made much o f  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  Jonn Sparkman, n o .  2 on f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  was 

t h e r e  i n s t e a d  o f  Fu l b r i g h t .  Fulbright had act u a l l y  been i n -
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v i t e d  t o  th e W hite House some e le v e n  o r  so t im e s  

to  d in n e r s  o r  lu n ch eo n s  f o r  f o r e i g n   d i g n i t a r i e s  

in  t h i s  y e a r , mor e  th an  an y  member o f  th e  S e n a te .

The H u sk ie s ,  Mrs. K e l ly  and th e  F r e l in g h u y s e n s   

co m p le ted  th e  C o n g re s s io n a l  D e le g a t io n .   And Dean 

A cheson. S h a l l  I  c l a s s i f y  him as  o ld  f r i e n d ?   A

f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  e x p e r t .   F rom th e  s t a f f ,  th e  George

Reedys  and -the Jack  V a l e n t i s ̂ a nd th e  Lee Wh i t e s .

The D ouglas MacArthurs  from  the S ta t e  D epartm en t.

My l a s t  r e a l  v i s i t  w i th  them when he was Ambassador 

to  Belgium  on ou r f a l l  t r i p  in  ’63. From th e  w o r ld  

o f  e d u c a to r s   Dr. and Mrs. Fra n k  R ose. He i s  

P r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Alaba m a , and Dr. M arg are t  

C lapp , P r e s id e n t  o f W e l l e s ley .  And f o r  e n te r ta in m e n t  

Gene A u try ,  whom we have known s inc e  

th e  campaign of 1946.  And Van Cli b u r n ,  L u c i ' s  

s p e c i a l  f r i e n d .   R o b e r ta  P e t e r s ,  th e  l o v e l y  s i n g e r  

who had been  s o  h e l p f u l  i n  th e  June A r ts  F e s t i v a l .

And Dr. and  Mrs. James Conant who was th e  fo rm er 

Ambassador to  Germany, a s  w e l l  a s  form er h ead  o f  

H a rv a rd .   Among o ld  f r i e n d s ,  Anna R osenberg  Hoffman, 

and  h e r  h u sb a n d ,  P a u l  Hoffman, th e  O scar Chapmans and  

the  Fra n k  I k a r d s ,  and t h e  B i l l  K e r r s ,  S e n a to r  K e r r ' s  

son from Oklahoma. And the  L e s t e r  Lindows who are so 

d ea r  t o  L u c i .   And th e  B i l l  Deasons and a t th e  l a s t  

mom ent.  Dr. Wi l l i s  H u r s t .   N obody t h e r e was I more glad to 
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t o  have!  The p r e s s  was r e p r e s e n t e d  by th e  P r i c e  

Days, E d i t o r  an d  P u b l i s h e r  o f  the B a l t im o re  Sum .

Norman C o u s in s ,  E d i to r  o f S a tu rday  R eview ...  ̂ I  

shou ld  r e c l a s s  him u n d e r  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .   And th e  

young c o u p le s  who co v e red  us a l l  f a l l  in  Texas, th e  

S id  D a v ise s  o f  We s t ingh ouse  B r o a d c a s t in g ,  th e  Max 

Friedm ans  and th e  Jack Goulds who h a d  w r i t t e n  a 

m arve lous  re v ie w  o f  my ABC sh ow.  The John Pom f r e t s   

o f  th e  New York Tim es; th e  John S t e e l e s  o f  Time and  

L i f e  and th e  L uc ien  W arrens o f  B u f fa lo  C o u r ie r -  

E x p re s s .   Q u ite  a  c o n t in g e n t  h e re  t o n i g h t .   And 

' ' Fr a n c e s  Lewine who c o v e r s  me more t h a n  anybody.

P o s s ib l y  to  th e  s u r p r i s e  o f  a l o t  o f p e o p le  was 

f o rme r  Gover n o r  and Mrs. Tom Dewey o f  New York 

and one moment i n  t h e  l i n e  he and I  lau g h ed  t o g e t h e r  

o v e r  t h e  l a s t  t im e  he h a d  been a t  th e  White H ouse. 

P ro b ab ly  nobody e v e r  s p e n t  a  more h e c t i c  day and 

n i g h t ! A m ong Wh i t e  House b e n e fa c to rs was R ic h a rd

Die t r i c h  who had  g iv en  us the Thomas S u l ly  of Fanny 

K im ble.  And Mrs. Edward H u tto n  who had  g iv e n  us th e  

l o v e l y  ru g  t h a t  we u se d  i n  t h e  Vermeil[?] Room. From

A r t s  and Le t t e r s  t h e r e  were th e  R alph  E l l i s o n s ,  The 

neg ro  a u th o r , D r .  John Hope F r a n k l in  and h i s  w i f e ,  

p r o f e s s o r  and a u t h o r ,  Lynda B ird  h a d  Paul  D re s s e r  

a s  h e r  e s c o r t .  B e s id e s  th e  M e c o m s  and th e  Law rences



t h e  Ed R o w e s  o f  A u s tin  were o u r  house  g u e s t s .

And Gordon B u n s h a f t ,  who h ad  j u s t  been  chosen to  doy
th e  Lyndon B a in es Johnson L ib ra ry ,  We had added f o r  

t h a t  very  good re a so n.  We were a l l  in  one room s i n c e  

th e  C h a n c e llo r  had no spouse w ith  him  and when we 

went in  t o  d i n n e r  he was on my r i g h t  and G e r h a r d  

S ch raed e r  th e  M in is te r  of F o re ig n  A f f a i r s  on my 

l e f t .   Lyndon had  Mrs. Knapps t e i n  and Mrs. Humphrey, 

The d in n e r  was d e l i c i o u s  l o b s t e r  and r o a s t  d u c k l in g  

and a t  th e  end a b e a u t i f u l l y  d e c o ra te d  y u le  l o g .

T h is  was R e n e 's  l a s t  d in n e r  fo r  us and he d id  th e
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l o b s t e r  s u p e rb ,  i t  w as.  And N ick  d id  th e  duck and 

F e rd in a n d  the d e s s e r t ,  t h e  yu le  lo g ,  a s  u s u a l .   I  

found th e  C h a n c e l lo r  good company w i th  b e t t e r  E n g l i s h  

th a n  I  e x p e c te d .   I  rem arked  ab o u t th e  f a c t  t h a t  I  

r e a d  t h a t  th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  Germany --  h i s  Germany, 

c o n s i s t e d  of 20% o r  25% o f  peo p le  who h a d  come from  

the o th e r  s id e  of th e  I r o n  C urta in .  He sa id  yes and . 

t h at was a t  a  t im e  when t h e r e  was h a r d l y  enough jo b s ,  

enough h o u s e s ,  enough to  e a t ,  f o r  th o se  who norm ally  

l i v e  t h e r e .  I t  was q u i t e  a  job o f  a b s o r p t io n  i n t o  

the  s o c i a l  and economic l i f e  and s in c e  he i s  th e  

a r c h i t e c t  o f  t h e i r  p o s t -w a r  r e v i v a l ,  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  

s u c c e s s ,  w hatever name you g iv e  i t ,  i t  was a good sub-  

j e c t  f o r  us to t a l k  ab o u t .   And a l s o  i t  was a lways a 

r e l i a b l e  s u b j e c t  w ith  ev e ry  C h ie f  o f  S ta te  --̂ how I  would 

l i k e  to  v i s i t  you r  c o u n t r y .   And in d eed  I  wou l d !
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E s p e c i a l l y  a  b o a t  t r i p  on th e  R h in e .   ̂ Durin g  d e s s e r t  

we had an i n n o v a t i o n .  I n s t e a d  o f  th e  s in g in g  v i o l i n s ^  

we h ad  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  M aryland M adriga l S in g e rs

d r e s s e d  i n  c o l o r f u l  Renaissance costum es,_Ruby r e d s  and

moss g re e n s  and d u l l  g o ld .   They s t r o l l e d  around  the  

t a b l e s  and sang  1 6 th  and 1 7 th  C en tu ry  C hris tm as  c a r o ls  

I t  was  e n c h a n t i n g !  We were a l l  caugh t up in  s t o r y -  

book a tm o sp h e re .   And th e n  th e r e  were th e  t o a s t s ,  

Lyndon told ’'^^^  C h a n c e l lo r  E rh a rd  and th e  o th e r  140 o r  

so g u e s t s  t h a t  he would s h o r t l y  send to Europe a   

Commission t o  d i s c u s s  j o i n t  e x p lo r a t i o n s  in  s p a c e ,

le a d in g  to probes o f  the sun and J u p ite r .  And in  a
f.-It

much l i g h t e r  v e in ,  he s a i d ,  "t h e r e  i s  no t r u t h  to  th e

rumor t h a t  y o u r  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  an econom ist prom pted
. U .

us to  i n v i t e  you to  v i s i t  us a t  b u d g e t  t im e ."  E rh a rd  

gave h i s  t o a s t  in  German and th e n  i t  was t r a n s l a t e d  

so t h a t  made i t  much l o n g e r .   He gave th e  U n ited  

S t a t e s  c r e d i t  f o r  h av in g  e x ten d ed  the  hand  of f r i e n d -  

s h ip  to  e n a b le  them to  g e t  b a c k  on t h e i r  f e e t  a f t e r  

World Wa r  I I .  Coming from him t h i s  h ad  a s p e c i a l  

r i n g  b e c a u se  he was h im s e l f  so much r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  

t h a t  g e t t i n g  b a c k  on th e  f e e t .   And th e n  he s a id

in  an u n u su a l  v e in  of c a n d o r ,  th e  U.S. i s  making 

g r e a t  s a c r i f i c e s  t o  de fend  th e  s e c u r i t y  o f  th e  p e o p le  

i n  V ietnam .  "I f e e l  ashamed b ecau se  of what we can

c o n t r i b u t e  i s  v e ry  m odest in  com parison  to  what t h e
0

U .S . i s  c o n t r i b u t i n g . " I  am s u r e  b e f o r e  he g e t s  o u t  



o u t  o f  town Lyndon w i l l  ask  him in  as  f o r c e f u l  a

manner a s  p o s s i b l e  how much more can th e y  c o n t r i b u t e !

Lyndon u sed  h i s  t o a s t  as h e  does e v e r y th in g  th e s e  

d a y s ,  to  t a l k  a b o u t  p e a c e .  "There  w i l l  be peace  in  

V ietnam  th e  moment o th e r s  a re  r e a d y  to  s to p  t h e i r  

a t t a c k s . "  R e a ff i rm e d  t h a t  we a r e  go ing  to  keep t h i s  

c o u n try  moving fo rw a rd  w ith  th e  G rea t S o c i e t y .  

A f t e r  d in n e r  he to o k  th e  C h a n c e l lo r  u p s t a i r s ,  a lo n g  

w i th  H ubert and  Dean Rusk and Bob McNamara and 

George B a l l  and McGeorge and Jack V a le n t i  and o f  

c o u r s e  Knappstein and George McGee.  They were gone 

f o r  a  good h a l f  h o u r  w h i le  we had cof f e e  and b ra n d y  

in  t h e  Green Room and in  th e  Red Room and everybody  

s t r o l l e d  around th e  Xmas t r e e  ad m ir in g  i t .   And th e n  

th e  e n te r ta in m e n t  o f th e  evening , - -  in to  th e  Gold Room 

where I  i n t r o d uc e d  R o b e r t  M e r r i l l ,  who, b l e s s  him , 

p e r f o m in g  f o r  us f o r  th e  t h i r d  tim e, first, Segni[?] o f  I t a l y, and then

^  th e  S a lu te  to C o n g ress .   I ' l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  him 

i n  t h a t  bucksk in  j a c k e t  and th e n  t o n i g h t  w i th  t h e  

M ad r ig a l S in g e r s ,  s i n g in g  S i l e n t  N ight in German 

and in  E n g l i s h ,  a s k in g  a l l  o f  us to  j o i n  him .  I  

was so a s s u r e d  o f  th e  e v e n in g 's s u c c e s s  and so r e l a x e d  

t h a t  I  c o u ld  a c t u a l l y  g ig g le  when I  f i n i s h e d  my i n t r o - 

d u c tio n  and w ished ou r g u e s t s  a z a r  t h r e l i c i  v e n o t e n  - -  a

m ost Merry C h r is tm a s ,  I t  was one o f  th e  b e s t  p rogram s 

we h ad  e v e r  had i n  th e  White House, I  th o u g h t .   Only
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I
about tw e n ty  m in u te s .   P e r f e c t  f o r  th e  tim e  and 

mood and th e n  p i c t u r e s  and o u t  in to  th e  h a l l  w i th  

champagne b e in g  p a s s e d .   Almost on th e  s t r o k e  of 

m id n ig h t  th e  C h a n c e l lo r  l e f t .   We accom panied him 

o u t  t o  th e  f r o n t  door w i th  a  l i g h t  f a l l  o f  snow.  

The l a s t  p e r f e c t  to u c h  f o r  t h e  ev e n in g .   I t  was 

r e a l l y  Xmas!  And th e n  back f o r  d an c in g .   Lyndon 

danced  w i th  me and Mrs. Knapps t e i n  and  then  s e v e r a l  

t im e s  w i th  R o b e r ta  P e t e r s .   Sometime d u r in g  th e  n i g h t  

i t  had  o c c u r red to  me in  s p i t e  o f  ou r p r e c a u t io n s  

we wound up by hav in g  R o b e r ta  P e t e r s  h e r e  th e  same 

n i g h t  a s  h e r  e x -h u sb an d , Bob M e r r i l l!  I  h ad  worn 

^  my f a v o r i t e  d r e s s ,  th e  r e d  S t . M a u r  b u t  a l t h o u gh i t

had  a l i t t l e  t r a i n  I  danced  and danced and ev e r  so
(> ----

many of t h e  g u e s t s  s a i d  "Happy b i r t h d a y " -- i t  was o n ly  

two days away.  I  had a q u i e t  moment w i th  Dr. H u rs t  

i n  th e  Blue  Room by  t h e  Xmas t r e e  w a tch in g  th e  snow 

f a l l  a s  we lo o k ed  o u t  tow ard  th e  monum e n t ,  cau g h t

up in  t e n  y e a rs  o f  memories and a very  r e a l  f r ien d -

sh ip  in  th e  magic of the e v e n in g .   L u c i  has

been a b le  to  have B i l l  H i tc h c o c k ,  b o th  d in n e r  and

d anc ing  a t  th e  l a s t  m in u te ,  and she was making sur e  Van 

C li b u rn  had a good t im e .   She looked  l o v e l y  in  w h i t e .  

I t  was w e l l  a f t e r  one b e f o r e  I  went up and Lyndon

stayed a f t e r  me.  I t  was two o 'c lo c k  b e fo re  th e  m usic 

d ie d  away and we had s a i d  goo d n ig h t  to  our house
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s g u e s t s .   I t  w i l l  be h a r d  to ev e r  have a p a r t y  in  th e
'' . . I ■ . .

W hite House t h a t  I  s h a l l  e n jo y  m ore! 


