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We le f t  e a r ly  in the m orn in g  to  go to church  a t S t. 

B arn ab as - -  the N ew  Y ear not tw o days old  and our sec o n d  

church  s e r v ic e .  Lyndon, and Lynda - s t i l l  g low ing fro m  her  

v is i t  w ith  G eorge  - -  V ick i and M ild red  and I , n o n e  o f our h eavy  

C ath o lic  con tin gen t w ith  us - -  a l l  the ecu m en ica l fe e lin g  on our 

s id e .  T ony w ould lo v e  to have gon e, but he had flow n down on 

a p lane that le f t  at dawn to p ick  up Senator and M r s , D ou glas
( ^ C u / 4 - o - c - o - - '

in  O a x a c a .  The P r e s s  in fu ll num ber aw aited  us a t the  

end o f the a r b o r . The R everen d  L angford , n e a r ly  7 f e e t .

A fter  the s e r v ic e  we w ent in to  the tiny  l it t le  lo g  cab in  to  have  

c o f fe e . We ta lk ed  to as m an y  o f the p a r ish io n e r s  a s  w e cou ld , 

e s p e c ia l ly  C o lo n e l P e ts c h . A ll th e ch ild ren  took  p ic tu r e s  o f  

Lyndon w ith  th e ir  new  C h r is tm a s  c a m e r a s , and then he a sk ed  the  

P r e s s  C orps to stop  by the ranch  for  eg g -n o g  and c o o k ie s  and 

c o f fe e . I had taken  out a l i t t le  in su ra n ce  and to ld  Z ep h yr that 

we m ig h t do th is  and to  be p rep a red  on sh o r t n o t ic e .

We got hom e a l i t t le  b e fo r e  e le v e n . It w as our la s t  

d e lic io u s  flin g  - - a  g r e a t  bow l of Z ep h y r 's  superb  e g g -n o g , a ll  

th e fr u it  cake and co o k ie s  and candy that nu m erou s fr ie n d s  had  

g iven  us p iled  on p la t te r s , and the co n sta n tly  r e f i l le d  c o ffe e  urns 

w ith the 50 or  m o r e  P r e s s  C orp s in the front y a rd . S e v e r a l of 

them  had n ice  th in gs to  sa y  about how m uch th ey  had en joyed



spendin g so  m uch o f the fa ll  in T e x a s . It w as a beautifu l d ay , 

but a b it nippy - -  our la s t ,  the v e r y  end of our so jo u rn  in  T ex a s . 

T onight w e le a v e  to em b ra ce  our p r o b le m s , to  d ive in  to  th e  sea  

of tr o u b le s . It w as a c r e sc e n d o  of a day. No so o n e r  had the 

P r e s s  l e f t , than ̂ the p lan e  w ith  S enator  and M r s . Doug las a rr iv ed

and Tony ab oard , and a few  m o m en ts  b efo re  th ey  lan d ed  I found
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that Cantinflas  _______  and h is  s ic k  w ife  would be a b o a rd .
had

He had s ta r ted  to  le a v e  M ex ico  C ity  in h is  own p la n e , had  to 

turn  back b e c a u se  of engine tr o u b le , by m e r e s t  ch an ce had heard  

of our p la n e  b e in g  th e r e , and had a sk ed  i f  he and h is  w ife  could  

rid e  to the ran ch  and then p r o c e e d  to  T em ple  to the clinic wh e r e  he w a s  taking  

h e r , and o f c o u r se  Lyndon w ent into fu ll g ea r  to  h elp  in e v e r y  w ay. 

Im m ig ra tio n  p eop le  w ere  stand ing at the foot o f th e p lan e w hen it  

landed  to ch eck  th em  out v e r y  qu ick ly  . We had D ale  r e a d y  with  

our p lan e to  take them  to T em p le . We a sk ed  of c o u r se  i f  th ey  w ould  

s ta y  and have lun ch  im m e d ia te ly . It w as obvious that sh e  w as a 

v e r y  s ic k  w om an and he a v e r y  anxious and s tra in ed  m a n . T hey  

cou ld  n o t. T hey  w anted to  le a v e  a s  soon  a s  p o s s ib le  . We put c o ffe e  

and co o k ie s  aboard and sh e  w as p r a c t ic a lly  c a r r ie d  to the g o lf c a r t  

and then to the p la n e , and then th ey  w ere  o ff. H er le g s  w e r e  h ea v ily  

sw ath ed  in  b a n d a g es. O th erw ise , nobody to ld  us th e n a tu re  of her  

i l ln e s s ,  but pa in  w as w r itten  on h er  fa c e .
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And s o  h e r e  we w ere  w ith  Senator and M r s . D o u g las  

fo r  lu n ch .  We had quail and w ild  r ic e  and baked p e a r s  and  

p o p o v ers  - -  our la s t  d e lic io u s  m e a l a t the ra n ch . And an  odd 

a sse m b la g e  w e w e r e . In m an y  w ays I a d m ire  th em  both s o  m uch and 

y e t th ere  h as a lw ays been  a s o r t  o f a ca v ern  betw een  u s .  I don't 

know w h eth er th ey  quite b e lie v e  w e a re  r e a l .  ■ T h ere  is  a  cer ta in  type  

of l ib e r a l  that h as a lw a y s b een  c y n ica l about u s , and p erh a p s  that 

is  w hy one o f the m o s t  touch ing in trod u ction s in the Cam p a ig n  of 

1960 to  m e  w as Senator D o u g la s ' in trod u ction  o f Lyndon in  h is  own 

s ta te  -  D o u g la s ' - -w h ic h  w as a v e r y  fo r th rig h t s ta te m e n t th at ̂  

b o iled  down^ sa id  th ey  had n e v e r  r e a lly  been  fr ien d s  but h e r e  was 

a m an  who cou ld  do a job fo r  th e co u n try . A fter  lunch w e  toured  

the ranch . I took  E m ily  down to  the b ir th p la c e , and w e w ent 

th rou gh , and d e sc r ib e d  the qu ilt that L yndon's g rea t gran d m oth er  

had m ad e and a cro ch e ted  b ed sp rea d  that w as our w eddin g  p r e se n t  

fro m  h is  grandm other and a ll  the other old  s im p le  p ie c e s  of 

fu rn itu re  fo r  a T ex a s fa rm h o u se  c ir c a  1908. We ta lk ed  about the  

new  D ep artm en t of Urban A ffa ir s  and a lw a y s , a lw ays V ietn am , 

and h is  own p lan s for  n ext su m m e r . He and Lyndon had som e  

t im e  b e fo r e  E m ily  and I jo ined  th e m . T hey sa id  th ey  h ad  enjoyed

T ony so  m u ch  b e c a u se  Tony knew  and lo v ed  Oaxaca.  He had
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b een  th ere  o v er  a span of 30 y e a r s  m an y  t im e s ,  and had a

sen tim e n ta l a ttach m en t for  i t .  And then  th ey  w ere  o ff in th e  plane  
CQ̂ C/̂ £>-C-0—•

b ack  to O a x a c a  and Tony and M a tia n n a  le f t  by ca r  fo r  San Antonio  

to  ca tch  w ha t e v e r  c o m m e r c ia l th ey  could  fo r  Santa F e .  A nd  

Lynda and W arrie  L y n n  retu rn ed  to th e U n iv e r s ity  and b o o k s .

What a happy C h r is tm a s  it  has been! And the l i t t l e  bits 

of ta lk s  I have had w ith L ynda. She has been  so  a l iv e ,  s o  ag low  

w ith e x c ite m e n t. It is  a so r t  o f new  e ra  in l if e  for  h e r . A nd I am  

happy.

M ild red  retu rn ed  to  A u stin . E v ery o n e  w as p a c k i n g /  

The h o lid ay  w as o v e r . E ven L u c i had gone into A u stin  fo r  a la s t

v is i t  w ith  B etty  B ea le  and fr ie n d s . She would m e e t  us at th e  a ir p o r t.

So Lyndon and I and J e s s e  - -  th e r e  is  a lw a y s J e s s e  - -  d ro v e  into

Joh n son  C ity  to  the ap a rtm en t. T he M oursunds and the W ests  jo in ed
the

us th e r e . We m ad e a ll tK^^e fin a l d e c is io n s  about th o se  d ecoratin g  

d e ta ils  of b e d sp r e a d s , xKfcxx and a c c e s s o r ie s ,  and p o s s ib le  p a in tin g s , 

and then w e w ent out to  M elv in  W in ters' to  take them  th e ir  C h r istm a s  

p r e s e n t s .

I wound up m y  day w ith  a n ice  ta lk  w ith A va . I had  sen t h er  

C h r is tm a s  p r e se n t  in by Lynda B ird  . And w ith  A . W. about the tw o  

parks in John son  C ity . It now ap p ears th ere  w ill  be tw o . Lyndon  

i s  n e v e r  happier than when he is  g iv in g  p eop le  th ings - -  lo t s  of th in gs - -



and w atch ing th em  open th em . He exp la in s  ev ery th in g  about each  

on e , and th en  if  th ey  a re  d e ligh ted  he b eam s lik e  a s m a ll  b oy , , t t 

We w e r e  at B e r g s tr o m  b e fo r e  s e v e n  and had a  rough tr ip  to  W ashington,  

p r a c t ic a lly  s e ttin g  a r e c o r d  w ith  a l i t t le  o ver  tw o h o u rs and tw en ty  

m in u te s . The fog w as so  h eavy  that you cou ldn 't s e e  the top o f the  

W ashington M onum ent a s  w e d rove in  fro m  N ation al a ir p o r t .

H e lic o p te r s  w ere  im p o s s ib le .   It m u st have b een  a  m in im u m  c e il in g .

T he g lo r io u s  C h r is tm a s   tr e e  w a s s t i l l  up and th e  tw o  

t r e e s  a t th e D ip lo m a tic  E n tra n ce , and B lan co  fr e sh ly  b athed , shy  

but e a g e r , w a itin g  for  u s  a s  w e  a r r iv e d  w ith  B ea g le  , f i v e  p u p p ies

tw o d o v e s , one banxcdxx bouncing daughter and the tw o o f u s .

I  f e lt  now  th at 1966 w as r e a lly  b eg in n in g . Lyndon had ju s t  

b een  ra ted  m an  of the y e a r  f or th e th ird  t im e , and I num ber two  

a s  w om an of the y e a r .   So w e had so m eth in g  to  lo o k  b a ck  on, but now  

w as the t im e  to lo o k  fo rw a rd .
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