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L yndon  s l e p t  l i t t l e .  In th e  m o r n in g  he  s a id  h e  th o u g h t  

j u s t  a s  lo n g  a s  he co u ld  a b o u t  V ie tn a m ,  a n d  th e n  h e  th o u g h t  

a b o u t  th e  B u d g e t  f o r  a w h i le ,  a n d  th e n  he th o u g h t  a b o u t  p o o r  B ob b y  

B a k e r ,  S o m e t im e s  I th in k  th e  g r e a t e s t  b r a v e r y  of a l l  i s  s im p ly  

to  g e t  up in  th e  m o r n i n g  a n d  go a b o u t  y o u r  b u s ine s s . T he  P a u l  

R e v e r e s  a r e  r id in g  a l l  o v e r  th e  w o rld .  H u b e r t  h a s  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  

f r o m  a 5 day  t r i p  to  fo u r  c o u n t r i e s ,  G o ld b e rg  to  s e e  th e  P o p e  

an d  DeGaulle  a n d  W ilso n , H a r r i m a n  f a r in g  on and  on , c o u n t r y  a f t e r  

c o u n t r y  ̂  t h a t  a m a z in g  m a n  - -  so  im p e r v io u s  to  t i m e .  M an n  j u s t  

b a c k  f r o m  M e x ic o .  B u t t h e r e  a r e  no f l a s h e s  o f  h o p e .  T h e r e  i s ,

I b e l i e v e ,  a  f e e l in g  in  th e  c o u n t r y  th a t  we a r e  doing  a l l  w e c a n ,  

s o r t  of a  t o u r  de f o r c e  p e a c e  o ffens ive th a t  l e a v e s  no  d o o r  u n k n o c k e d  

on .

I  a s k e d  L y n d o n  i f  h e  w ou ld  go s w im m in g  w i th  m e .  H e  w o u ld ,  

a n d  so  I h a d  a b o u t  30 la p s  in  th e  p o o l  . He s w a m  a lo n g  a n d  to ld  m e  

a l l  th e  th in g s  t h a t  a w a i te d  h im  in  th i s  w e e k  - -  b u d g e t  d e c i s io n s ,  

s t a t e  of th e  u n io n  m e s s a g e ,  and  th e  d re a d fu l  d e c i s io n  i f  n o th in g ,  

n o th in g ,  n o th in g ,  c o m e s  of th e  p e a c e  o f f e n s iv e ,  w hen  to  r e s u m e  th e  

b o m b in g .  A nd th e n  I w en t to  J e a n  L o u i s '  f o r  e v e r y th in g ,  c a m e  b a c k  

to  th e  s e c o n d  f lo o r  a n d  h ad  a  s a n d w ic h  and  w o rk e d  on m y  d e s k  a l l  

a f t e r n o o n .  T h e  C h r i s t m a s  " th a n k  y o u s " go ing  down r a t h e r  s a t i s f a c -

t o r i l y  a f t e r  a  long  s e s s i o n  w ith  P a t s y .  A sh to n  is  in  th e  h o s p i t a l .
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T h e n  a b o u t  3 I w en t in  th e  d in ing  r o o m  - -  L y n d o n  w as

j u s t  h o m e  f o r  a  b i te  of lu n c h  w ith  H u b e r t  who h a d  b e e n  r e p o r t i n g
h is

to  h im  o n  h i s  t r i p .  H u b e r t  is  his u s u a l  e l a t e d  s e l f .  T he  p a p e r s  

h a v e  b e e n  ta k in g  s o m e  l i t t l e  d ig s  a t  h im  la t e ly ,  g iv in g  th e  i m p r e s s i o n  

th a t  he  is  n o t  th e  f o r m id a b le  f r o n t  r u n n e r  f o r  s u c c e s s io n  to  the  

W hite  H o u se  t h a t  B obby  K en n ed y  i s .

T h e  r e s t  of th e  a f t e r n o o n  I t a lk e d  to  L iz  an d  w o r k e d  on 

C h r i s t m a s  " th a n k  y o u s "  and  th e n  a b o u t  7 :30  th e  B i l l  W h ite s  and 

th e  C la r k  C l i f f o rd s  c a m e  to d in n e r .  We h a d  a  f i r e  in  th e  lo v e ly  

y e l lo w  r o o m  an d  a  good talk.- L y n d o n  w as  v e r y  l a t e .  I t  w a s  a lm o s t  

8:30 b e f o r e  he  jo in e d  u s .  We h a d  a  w h ile  to  d i s c u s s  th e  J o h n s o n  l i b r a r y  

and  a l s o  b e c a u s e  M a r n y  h a s  m a r r i e d  o ff t h r e e  d a u g h te r s  in  the  

h a n d s o m e s t  f a s h io n  I  go t h e r  to  t a l k  to  u s  a b o u t  p la n n in g  w ed d in g s  

T h e n  L u c i  c a m e  in  and  s a t  c r o s s - l e g g e d  on th e  h e a r t h  aaadcx in  f r o n t
a . '  —

of u s ,  a n d  a l l  a glow , ̂ to ld  us  h e r  p la n s -- they b e g a n  to  so u n d  l i k e  an

e x t r a v a g a n z a  - -  tw e lv e  b r i d e s m a i d s ,  a l l  th e  p e o p le  f r o m  a l l  o f  h e r  

l i f e ,  b eg in n in g  w ith  h e r  b ab y  d o c to r .  She is  so  h a p p y , s o  e l a t e d .

I  w is h  I co u ld  m a t c h  h e r  e n th u s i a s m  w ith o u t  f la w , bu t I  c a n ' t  he lp  

th in k in g  ab o u t  th e  p r o b l e m s  - -  th e  g u e s t  l i s t ;  how  c a n  w e p o s s ib ly  

k e e p  a  r e i n  on it; th e  g if ts  - - i n  th e  c l im a te  o f  to d a y  t h e r e  is  no 

p la c e  fo r  $ 2 5 ,0 0 0 .0 0  p e a r l  n e c k la c e s  a s ,  so  th e  n e w s p a p e r s  s a y ,

A l ic e  R o o s e v e l t  L o n g w o r th  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  s o m e  C h ie f  of S ta te  - -  

th e  J a p a n e s e E m p e r o r  I e x p e c t .
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T he  p a p e r  w as  fu l l  of s t o r i e s  o f  f o r m e r  W hite  Hou s e  

w e d d in g s .  The g r e a t e s t  of a l l  w as  A l ic e  R o o s e v e l t  Longw orth ' s .

T h e n  t h e r e  w as  E le a n o r  W ils o n 's  and  a  n ie c e  of th e  W i l s o n 's .

L u c i  B a in e s  lo o k e d  up a t  h e r  D addy  a n d  s a id  " I  h a te  to  t e l l  y o u .

D addy , b u t  i t  i s  go ing  to  be  f o r m a l .  I w an t th e  l o n g e s t  t r a i n  I  c an  

f in d  on m y  w h ite  w edd ing  gow n and m o rn in g  s u i t s  f o r  th e  m e n . "

I co u ld  h a v e  done w ithou t th a t  s t a t e m e n t ,  r e m e m b e r i n g  th e ,

I n a u g u ra t io n ,  b u t  I w as  g la d  to  s e e  h e r  la u g h in g  an d  h a p p y .  H e r  

c u te  l i t t l e  f r i e n d ,  S h a ro n  C h a p m a n ,  w as  w ith  h e r  - -  v e r y  s e n s ib ly  

q u ie t  a n d  la d y l ik e .

We h a d  a  p l e a s a n t  d in n e r  - -  L y n d o n  q u i te  a m u s in g  a n d  r e l a x e d  

in  s p i te  of a l l  th e  th in g s  I k new  w e r e  on h i s  m in d .  P e o p le  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  

to  h i m .   S o li tu d e  i s  u n b e a r a b le .   T hough  he  o ften  s a y s  " L e t ' s  j u s t  

go s o m e w h e r e  t o g e t h e r , "  and s e e m s  rather  p l a in ta t iv e ly  to want it  TJ^

to  m i s s  i t  -- he  a c tu a l ly  i s  h a p p ie s t  in  a  g r o u p .  I t  co u ld  n o t  h av e

b e e n  a  p l e a s a n t e r  one th a n  u s  s i x .  It w as  a n  e a r l y  n ig h t  to  b e d  .

A s I  p a s s e d  b y  th e  w indow  in  th e  big  o v a l  r o o m  w hen  a l l  t h e  l ig h ts  

w e r e  o u t ,  th e  C h r i s tm a s  t r e e  w a s  g o n e .  It co u ld  h a r d l y  h a v e  b e e n  

a  b e t t e r  o n e ,  one o f  th e  b e s t  we w i l l  h av e  to  r e m e m b e r !
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