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I w ish  we could  do so m eth in g  about th e se  s le e p le s s  n ig h ts . 

Lyndon sa id  he s le p t  f ro m  12:30 to  2:30 and th e n  tu rn e d  and  to s s e d  

th e  r e s t  of the n ig h t. And y e t he  ge ts  up and p u ts  in  a  fu ll d a y 's  

w o rk .

The day began  v e ry  s a d ly . We got a  phone c a l l  f ro m  a

d o c to r a t  S co tt and W hite th a t M rs .  C a n t i n f l a s  had  d ie d . We got
A s

off th e  b e s t w ire  we could and a ll  w ords a r e  ho llow .  A s  L yndon

le f t  to go to  w o rk  he tu rn e d  to m e and sa id  "W e've lo s t  the  s te e l  

figh t; we m ay  lo s e  the  w a r . T hey  a re  going to  ind ic t B obby ." 

T h e re  co m es  a  tim e  when th e re  is  noth ing  to  do bu t go a h e a d  g r im ly , 

and  th a t 's  how to d ay  fe l t .

In the  m o rn in g  I w ent down to  s e e  m o v ie s , f in ish e d  a 

p ro d u c t w ith  v o ice  dubbed in  of th e  1941 S enate  cam p a ig n . I t  is  

r e a l ly  r a th e r  good. I look  back  on m y  w ork  of a  q u a r te r  o f  c e n tu ry  

ago and  am  p le a s e d  w ith  m y s e lf .  Now th e re  is  a  g a rg a n tu a n  job 

of p u ttin g  voic e  to  a l l  of th o se  th a t I h av e  m ad e  in  ' 65, and g e ttin g  

the  r e s t  of th e  old m o v ies  in  p e rm a n e n t fo rm  fo r  th e  a r c h iv e s .

A ll th e  ta lk in g  is  a lre a d y  on th e m , bu t i t  n eed s  to  be ch eck ed  fo r  e r r o r s  

and  to s e e  if  i t  could  be m a d e  b e t te r .



W hen I cam e u p s ta i r s  I h e a rd  th a t u n accu s to m ed  sound  - -

a  s c re a m  in  the  h a ll of the  seco n d  f lo o r of the  W hite H ouse an d  saw

G lo r ia , th e  m a id , runn ing  out fu ll s te a m  fro m  L u c i 's  ro o m  follow ed
i

by  L u c i who had  in  h e r  hand a la rg e  yellow  looking  r a t .  Y ou only

saw  m e  jum p  s tr a ig h t  up in  th e  a i r  and d ash  in to  a n o th e r  d o o r .   By

th a t t im e  Lu c i w as in  g ig g les  and com ing  to w ard  m e , and I  saw

th a t  the  r a t  w as qu ite  d ead . She sa id  th a t he w as p r e s e r v e d  in
z . _ , ,

F o rm a lin .  He had  a  s o r t  of z ip p e r  a r ra n g e m e nt'  on h is  s to m a c h

w h ereb y  you cou ld  open h im  up and  f it  in  a l l  of h is  in s id e s .  He

w as p a r t  of h e r  zoology c o u rse  in  sch o o l. T he th in g s  she  h a s  added

to  th is  old h o u se  w ould m ak e  a  d e lig h tfu l book!

And th en  I saw  a  noon p a p e r .  It sa id  th a t  the  s te e l  co m p an ies

had  s e tt le d  fo r  $ 2 .7 5  in s te a d  of th e  $ 5 .0 0  th ey  h a d  dem anded!

So m y  s p i r i t s  c o u ld n 't h e lp  bu t l i f t .  If not to ta l v ic to ry , a t  le a s t  a

m e a s u re  of s u c c e s s .

I had  lu n ch  w ith  L u c i and  w orked  w ith A sh ton  on m y  fin an ces  

Tand C h r is tm a s  g if ts .  Then ta lk e d  to  S tan ley  ab o u t a  C h ef.  I t seem s 

i t  is  a  r a r e  b re e d  of m a n  and v e ry  ex p en s iv e . S tan ley  w as n o t too 

o p tim is t ic .  It s e e m s  th a t  a l l  the  ones he had  ta lk e d  to  w ould  have 

to  have co m p le te  f re e d o m  - -  th a t i s ,  no s u p e rv is io n  by a  food

c o o rd in a to r  - -  b e fo re  th ey  w ould be in te re s te d  in  th e  jo b .
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Lyndon cam e  in  fo r  lunch  a f te r  3, and th en , th a n k  

H eav en s , la y  down fo r  a  n ap . I w orked  a t  m y  d esk  on th e  l i s t

fo r  the  S h a s t r i  __________ _ d in n e r . And ta lk e d  w ith th e  S p e ak e r

and th e  C h ie f J u s t ic e  and the  V ice P re s id e n t  to  s e tt le  w ith  them  

on a  da te  fo r  a  d in n e r  in h o n o r of th e m . It w ill be  the  26th  of 

J a n u a ry .
s to ry

T o d a y 's  b r ic k b a ts  w e re  no t o v e r . A n o th er one - -  the  story  

in  th e  p a p e r  th a t  "Airm a n  N ugent g e ts  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  W ash ing ton  

- -  w ill n o t b e  s e p a ra te d  f ro m  h is f i a n c e  L u c i Jo h n so n  b y  m il i ta ry
r

s e rv ic e  fo r  th e  n ex t s ix  m on ths a f te r  a l l ."  It is  qu ite  a  r u n  of 

th e  m il l  t r a n s f e r .  He h as  a c c e p te d  a  job  h e re  a f te r  he is  r e l e a se d , 

but i t  siaxucx sounds lik e  s p e c ia l p r iv i le g e .

B ut th e re  w as one d e lig h tfu l th ing  in  th e  p a p e r  - -  a  p ic tu re
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la n fe riio f th e  5 p u pp ies  c la mberin g  out of a  huge b a s k e t w ith  B e a g le  s tand ing  

su lle n ly  b e s id e  th e m  w ondering I expect how anybody found  them  

so  a t t r a c t iv e  w hen he w as a ro u n d .

A t five o'clock I h a d a  n ice  in te r lu d e . HsasMax H ow ard  

T aubm an  (? )  of th e  New Y ork  T im es  in te rv ie w e d  m e a t c o n s id e ra b le  

len g th  abou t how I fe lt  abou t a r t  in  g e n e ra l ,  p a in tin g , dram a , books, 

and  about how m y  fee lin g  and th e  P r e s id e n t 's  fee lin g s  w e re  

re f le c te d  in  th is  a d m in is tra t io n  and  in  th e  le g is la tio n  it  h ad  helped  

to  p a s s .  I  ta lk e d  abou t m y  d e s ir e s  fo r  th is  house  to  a c q u ire  four o r  five



m o re  of th e  g r e a t  A m e ric a n  p a in te r s  - -  a  C opley , a  B en jam in

W est, a  G eo rg e  C a l e b _  B ingham , and E a k in s , an  E n n is , and
' an d  the

I show ed h im  th o se  we h ad  a c q u ire d : th e  W inslow  H o m e r, ooasxxi.

S u l l y ,  and  the M ary  C a s s a t t  We ta lk e d  of th e  c o n te m p o ra ry  ones

th a t had  b ee n  hung in  th e  w es t wing w h ere  you d o n 't have to  r e s p e c t

the  d ic tum  abou t hanging  only the a r t i s t  who h as  b een  dead  f o r  25

y e a r s  o r  m o re .  I have no id ea  how I sounded to  h im , but i t  i s  a

su b je c t I en joy  and love to l i s te n  abou t and to  ta lk  a b o u t. I t r i e d

to ex p la in  th a t  I go to th e  Van Gogh opening  and to  th e  B a r te r

T h e a tre  in  A bingdon, and  to  d ed ica te  th e  new  wing of the  M o d e rn

M useum  of A r t ,  and  see La T ra v ia ta  a t  th e  o p e ra , and  h av e  a r e c e p tio n

fo r T h o rn to n  W ilder to  r e c e iv e  th e  aw ard  h e re  a t  th e  W hite H ouse

b e c a u se  I lik e  to . I  enjoy i t  - -  no t to s e t  an  exam p le  of th e  e li te ;

i t  co m es  n a tu ra l ly  and y e t if  m y  doing i t  and th is  does sound

p re su m p tio u s m a k e s  o th e r  p eo p le  w ant to  do i t ,  m a k e s  o th e r s  have 
A

the  o p p o rtu n ity  of be in g  exposed  to  new  jo y s , new  th in g s ,  t h e n  I  am  

g la d . It w ill be in te re s tin g  to  s e e  w hat he com es up  w ith  f ro m  our 

r a th e r  nebu lous ta lk .  I  k ep t on th ink ing  a f te rw a rd s  of a l l  th e  th ings 

I sh o u ld  h av e  s a id .

We had  a sk e d  the D easo n s  and the  R io rd a n s  to  com e to  

d in n e r , and  p ic k  up the p u ppie s  th ey  had  been  p ro m is e d .  I w o rk ed

a t m y  d e sk  u n til  the D easons a r r iv e d  ab o u t 7:40 and th e n  we s a t  a round  

th e  f i r e  in  th e  ye llo w  ro o m . Lyndon jo in ed  us a  l i t t le  p a s t  8 and a t the
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sa m e  tim e  in cam e M r .  B ry a n t w ith a  w hole b a s k e t fu ll of p u pp ies  

. th a t  he p ro m p tly  dum ped out on the  f lo o r . T hey  s c a t te r e d  in  a ll 

d ire c tio n s  - -u n d e r  so fas  and c h a ir s  , ch as in g  ta i ls  and  b i t in g  

e a r s ,  and tu m b lin g  o v er each  o th e r  w hile  we s h r ie k ed w ith  la u g h te r  , 

L u c i qu ick ly  p ick ed  up h e r s .  She has  no d iff icu lty  te ll in g  h e r  ch o ice . 

She has  a  l i t t le  f re c k le  on h e r  n o s e . B ill and  M arian n e  s e le c te d  

t h e i r s ,  and th en  we w ent in  to  d in n e r . M arian n e  h a s  th e  m o s t  glow ing 

co m p lim en ts  to  pay  L u c i. She had  had  an  in te rv ie w  w ith  h e r  th a t 

a f te rn o o n  - - a  r a th e r  long one fo r  a  p ie ce  she is  doing in , I  b e lie v e ,

■ Goodh o u sek eep in g , and  now  is  the  tim e  fo r  so m e  good o n e s .  I

re a d  aw h ile  in  Guns of A ugust an d w ent to  s le e p  b e fo re  m id n ig h t.
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