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W hat a  joyous beg inn ing  fo r  a  day . Lyndon s le p t  r a th e r  

w e ll - -  the  f i r s t  good n igh t he h a s  had  in  a  w eek  o r so . H e was 

up e a r ly  fo r  a  7:45 date  w ith  S p eak er M cC o rm ack  and S e n a to r  

M a n sfie ld . S p eak er M cC o rm a ck  l in g e re d  and  I w ent out to  say  

h e llo  to  h im , and  w hile  th e re  ksixx h is  o ffice  c a lle d . H is  b ro th e r  

who liv e s  in  T ex as  had  ju s t  d ied . So q u ick ly  d o es-a s^ o n e  t r a n s la te  

even  th e  f in a lity  of d ea th  in to  the  d a y 's  b u s in e s s ,  m y  th o u g h t was 

now we c a n 't  have the  s ta te  of the  union  m e s s a g e  on M onday , and 

w h a t had  we b e t te r  do about the p a r ty  for^^^peaker. It w as a  b u sy ,c Z ^ . 

g e a re d  to  th e  W ashing ton  tem p o  , w ork ing  on th e  p a r ty  list::^bcip£K 

fo r  M rs ,  R o o s e v e lt 's  re c e p tio n , fo r  th e  d in n e r , and  the

d in n er fo r  th e  V ice P re s id e n t ,  th e  S p eak er and  the  C h ief J u s t ic e  

w h en ev er i t  i s .

T h is  haA  b e e n  m y  f i r s t  chance to  g e t to  know  B a r b a r a

K eene who is  so  v e ry  n ic e . It h as  a lw ays b ee n  so v e ry  ea^zxx easy

to  le a n  on B e s s .  A ctu a lly  i t  is  w e ll to  know th e  seco n d  an d  th ird

p e r s o n  down the lin e , w ell fo r  th e  em p lo y e r and  w ell f o r  th e  em p lo y ee .

L iz  tb ld  m e  B a rb a ra  had  n e v e r  b e e n  on th e  seco n d  f lo o r  . I  had a

b it  of lu n ch  w ith  L u c i and  see in g  so m uch m o re  of h e r  th is  w eek i t

daw ns on m e  th a t  th a t  w ill co m e to  an  end S a tu rd ay  w hen P a t  r e tu r n s ,

and th e i r  lo s s  h as  b een  m y  g a in . I had  30 la p s  in  th e  p o o l w ith th a t

s e lf - s a t i s f ie d  fee lin g  I  ge t f ro m  doing m y ^ x o p e r e x e r c is e .  I  m u s t 
h a v e ,so m e  h e r i ta g e  f ro m  a P u r ita n  a n c e s to r!



(

W ith m y  h a i r  d rip p in g  w et on th e  w ay to  .Suieaciti J e a n  L ou is  

I  e n c o u n te re d  L yndon, J im  C ain  and A m b a ssa d o r  G a lb ra ith  getting 

out of the e le v a to r ;  w as deyailed^a few  m in u te s  to  go in  w ith  Lyndon 

and Ken fo r  a  la te  lu n ch  w e ll a f te r  th r e e .  Lyndon h ad  a s k e d  Ken to  

head  the P e a c e  C o rp s  ab o u t a  w eek ag o . He had  sounded  l ik e  he r e a l ly  

m ig h t do i t ,  but th en  " I have to  ta lk  to  m y  w ife"  and  th a t 's  when a  

m a n  w an ts  to  p u t on the la reakg . Lyndon en joys h im  and  i s  s tim u la te d  

by h im . I b e lie v e  the  lik in g  is  m u tu a l . The a n sw e r  on th e  p eace  C o rp s  

w as "no" b e c a u se  he is  about 6 m o n th s  s h o r t  of f in ish in g  a  book  

. in  w hich  he  h as  got a l l  of h is  h e a r t  and  m in d  in v e s te d . And Lyndon 

is su ch  a  good s a le sm a n ; he had  m ad e  i t  sound g r e a t .  T h e  P eace  

C o rp s  i t s e l f  h a s  a  n a tu ra l  s tro n g  ap p ea l to  G a lb ra ith  an  d th en  it
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w ould s e rv e  as a  s o r t  o f t o  t r a v e l  to  a n  of th e  u n d e r-d e v e lo p e d  

c o u n tr ie s  and  be  a  s o r t  of ro v in g  econom ic  a m b a s sa d o r  an d  come 

b a c k  and  r e p o r t  on th e i r  p r o g re s s  and th e ir  n eed s  and  o u r  r e la t io n s .

G a lb ra ith  w ent on to  sa y , and how I w ish  I cou ld  r e a l ly  ^ o t e  

h im , th a t  if  Lyndon e v e r  had  a  job  th a t a b so lu te ly  had  to  b e  done 

by a  s o r t  of a^Vringe l ib e r a l  c o n s id e re d  d an g ero u s  b y  s o m e , he n e v e r -  

t  h e le s s  found it in  h is  h e a r t  to  c a r e  a  lo t fo r  th e  P r e s id e n t  , he  w anted  

to do i t .  I a sk e d  fo r  a f^ o u r of h is  tim e  in  th e  fu tu re  to  ta lk  about th e
N

sch o o l of p u b lic  s e rv ic e  a t the  U n iv e rs ity  of T e x a s , and  th e n  I  fled  to  

J e a n  L o u is  w ish in g  I w ere  in v is ib le  en ro u te .



M eanw hile , A r th u r  K r im , a t m y  re q u e s t ,  w as w atch ing  m y  

o ld  m o v ie  of the cam p a ig n  of 1941, A u stin  sc e n e s  of abou t 43.aacd!c 

^ e n  I go t b a ck , h is  opin ion  of th em  m ad e  m e  b e a m . I s h a l l  continue 

to  ch e c k  out th e  n a r r a t iv e  on a l l  of th e m , c o r re c t in g  e r r o r s ,  aJid 

h av e  co p ies  m a d e — m y  c o n tr ib u tio n  to the  l ib r a r y .

We d ec id ed  to  h av e  a  few  s m a ll  g ro u p s  in  fo r  d in n e r  on 

w eekend  n ig h ts , and to n ig h t i t  w as S e c re ta ry  and  M rs .  G a rd n e r ,  

the  ' n u m b e r  2 m a n  in  th e  P o v e rty

P r o g ra jn ,  th e  M ike 0 ”N e a ls , New Y ork  p e o p le , and  th e  Doug C a te r s .  

"&&& S e c re ta ry  G a rd n e r  is  one of th e  h a n d so m e s t, m o s t  p a t r ic ia n  

ajad in te re s t in g  looking  m en  I know, and he  f la t te r s  m e  b y  ac tin g  

r e a l ly  in te re s te d  in  m y  p lan s  fo r  the  L ib r a r y .  I to ld  h im  ab o u t 

G ordon  B u n sh aft b e in g  ch o sen  as a r c h i te c t .  Now the  n ex t b ig  hurH le 

w as th e  m a n  to  h ead  th e  School of P u b lic  S e rv ic e , Som ehow , I co u ld n ’t  

b r in g  m y s e lf  to  t e l l  h im  w hat D r . R ansom # had  sa id  th a t  h e ,  h im se lf , 

w as one of R a n so m 's  e a g e r ly  sough t c h o ic e s . M rs .  G a rd n e r  is  r a th e r  

ex o tic  w ith  a  lo v e ly  fo re ig n  a c c e n t I canno t p la c e .
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DgmmjftiB i i i u t o n and I ta lk e d  abou t th e  P o v e r ty  P r o g r a m 's  

t ra in in g  p eo p le  fo r  p a r k  m a in te n a n c e , h ighw ay b e a u tif ic a tio n , and su c h . 

G e n e ra lly  I am  d isap p o in ted  in  th e  p r o g re s s  in  th a t  f ie ld . L i t t le  is  

V, being done a p p a re n tly  fro m  th e  Jo b  C o rp s  cam p s to w a rd  t ra in in g  a  p o o l

of w o rk e rs  .tha t m ig h t be em ployed  by  n u r s e r y  p eo p le  o r h ighw ay e n g in e e rs



fo r  p la n tin g . . thinks^,the youth  c o rp s  in  c i t ie s

and a  s o r t  of r u r a l  p ro g ra m  fo r  the e ld e r ly  u n em p lo y ed . I t  a ll

sounds r a th e r  d ead . D isco u ra g e m en t s e tt le s  lik e  a  fog o v e r  the

w hole p o v e r ty  p ro g ra m  u n le ss  you have got th e  e n e rg y  an d  fa ith

of an  e v a n g i l i s t .  Lyndon cam e in  fro m  the  o ffice  ab o u t 8 an d  a 
e b u llien t

host ,  fu lll  of s to r ie s  and  sv /eeping  us a l l  a lo n g  w ith  h im .

I c o m p ro m ise d  by no t hav ing  a  f i r e  fo r  h is  b e n e f it, and  d in ing  

by  can d le  ligh t^m y ch o ice . He show ed us so m e  a b so lu te ly  w onderfu l 

p ic tu re s  th a t  O kie had  ta k e n  of the  ra n c h  and th e  c o u n try s id e .  One 

the  b a r e  sk e le to n  of a  t r e e  a t g ra y  dusk  w ith  a  dove on e v e ry  lim b .

I hope th e y  w ill be p u t to g e th e r  in  a  book w ith  a l l  th e  s e a s o n s  of the  

y e a r  so m e tim e  in  th e  n ex t 12 m o n th s . It w ill be a  g r e a t  p ie c e  of 

a r t i s t r y .  L u c i h as  sp en t m o s t of the even ing  w ith  u s^m in u s a  len g th y  

in te r lu d e  to  ta lk  to  Pat^bubbling  joy  lik e  an  a r t e s i a n  s p r in g  and 

c a r ry in g  bu lg in g  en velopes fu ll of w ire s  and  c a rd s  co n g ra tu la tin g  

h e r  on h e r  e n g ag em en t. One of th em  fro m  a  co m p le te  s t r a n g e r  s e n t 

a  q u ick  sh a ft to  y o u r h e a r t .  It p ic tu re d  th re e  s m a ll  c h i ld re n .  It w as 

f ro m  a  w ife w ith  a  P o lis h  n am e who sa id  she  w as v e r y  h ap p y  fo r L u c i 

and se n t h e r  h e r  b le s s in g s  and a sk ed  h e r  to  p r a y  fo r  h e r  h usband  

who w as in  V ie tn am . ‘
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A fte r  d in n e r  we w ent down to  th e  t h e a t r e  and  sa w  a  m ovie 

abou t th e  P o p e 's  day in New Y ork , m ov ing , d ra m a tic , b e a u tifu l 

in  c o lo r ,  and th en  we saw  the NBC P r e s id e n t 's  C o u n try  -- th is  tim e 

I am  g lad  w ith  a  f r e s h  g u es t l i s t .  Some of us have se e n  i t  a  num ber 

of t im e s .  T he tim e  fo r  the  s ta te  of th e  union h as  b een  s e t .  I t w ill 

be W ednesday n ig h t, and  i t  w ill b e  the  f i r s t  P r e s id e n t ia l  A d d re ss  to 

C o n g re ss  c a r r ie d  on liv e  c o lo r  te le v is io n .
I

I t w as a  p le a s a n t  ev en in g bu t no t th e  s o r t  of t i n d e r  th a t 

l ig h ts  a  f i r e ,  and  th a t 's  w hat I r e a l ly  w an t th e s e  even ings to  b eco m e . 

A  chance  fo r  ex ch an g e . One of m y  New Y ea rs  re so lu tio n s  is  to  le a r n  

m o re  f ro m  a n o th e r  -- though I m a y  do le s s  to  do i t  b e t t e r .

FRIDAY, JANUARY 7, 1966 - -  page  5


