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Whét a joyous beginning for a day. Lyndon slept rather
well —;- the firsf good night he has had in a week or so, He was
up early for a ?:45 date with Speaker McCormack and senator
Mansfield, Speaker McCo‘rmack lingel;ed and I went out to say
hello to him, and Whﬂe there hrxx his office calle&. His brother
wlhd lives in Texas had jus;t died. So quickly does méne translate
even the finality of death into the day‘s‘ business, my thought was
now we can't have the state of tilé union message on Moﬁday,' and
what had we better do a.bout the party fo;%,geaker. it was a busy,rz//ty/.

«eared to the Wa.shmgton tempo , working on the pa.rty' l1stx’x§pax

for Mrs, Roosevelt!'s reception, for the 5//,;51"5”; dmner, and the

dinner for .the Vice President, the Speaker and the Chief Justice

. whenever it is,

This. had been my first chance to get to know Barbara
Keene who is so very ﬁice. It has alWays been so very esyxx easy
to lean on Bess., Actually it is well to know th.e. second and third
person down the line, well for the employer a.hd well for the employee.
Liz tbld me Barbara had never been on the second 4ﬂoor . Ihada
bit of lunch with Luci and seeing so much more of h'er’ this week it

dawns on me that that will come to an end Saturday when Pat returns,

- and their loss has been my gain. I ha.d 30 laps in the pool with that

self-satisfied feellng I get from doing my‘proper exerc:1se. I must

}
have some herltage from a Purztan ancestor.
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With my hair dripping wet on the way to Juxecxc¥n Jean Louis
I encountered Lyndon, Jim Cain and Ambassador Galbraith getting

: . o . . R
out of the elevator; was de?;ﬂed/\a few minutes to go in with Lyndon
and Ken for a late lunch well after three. Lymdon had asked Ken to
head the Peace Corps about a week ago. He had sounded like he really

might do it, but then "I have to talk to my wife! and that's when a

‘&/\W

_ man wants to put on the brezks, Lyndon enjoys him and is stimulated

by him. I believe the liking is mufual . The answer on the Ideace Corpsb
was 'no" because he is about 6 months short of finishing a book
_in which vhe has got all of hie heart and mind invested. And Lyndon
is such a good salesman; he had made it sound great. The Peace
Corps itself has a natural strong appeal to Galbraith an d then it
would serve as a sort of* to travel to ﬁ!l of the under- developed
countries and be a sort of roving economic arnbassador and come
back and report on their progress and their needs and our reiations.
Galbraith went on to say, and how I wish I could really ?ote
him, that if Lyndon ever had a JOb that absolutely had to be done |
by a sort of a frmge liberal considered dangerous by some, he never-
t heless found it in‘his heart to rcare a lot for the President, he wanted
to do it.H .I asked for a’hour of his time in the future to talk about.the

school of public service at the University of Texas; and then I fled to

Jean Louis wishing I were invisible en route.
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Meanwhile, Arthuf Krim, at my request, was watching 'my
old movie of the campaign of 1941,NAﬁstin scenes of about 43 .and:g
¥hen I got back, his opinion of them made me beam. I shall cohtinue
to check out the narrative on 5.11 of them, co.rrecting errors, and
have c.vopies made --my contributi‘oﬁ to the librdry.
We decided to have a few sﬁall g%oups invfor dinner on
weekend nights, and tonight it was Secretary and Mrs, Gardner,

the - /? 2oNie [é}fﬂ,\,ﬁ;\,b #, number 2 man in the Poverty

| Program, the Mike O'"Neals, New York people, and the Doug Caters.
Thmt Secretary Gardner is one of the handsomest, most patricié.n
énd ini;eresting looking rﬁen I know, and he flatters me by acting
really intérested in my plans for the Library. 1 tolld him about
Gordon Bunshaft being chosen as architect. Now the next big hurlle
waé the man f_o head th_e,School of Public Service, Somehow, I couldn't
bring myself to tell him what Dr. Ransérﬁ; had said that he, himself,
was one of Ransom's eagerly sought choices. | Mrs, Gardné:; is rather

exotic with a lovely foreign accent I cannot place.

7 .
2 I

and I talked about the Poverty Program's
; tréini.ng people for park maintenance, highway beautification, and such, .
Generally I am disappointed in the progress in that field. Little is

being done apparently from the Job Corps camps toward training a pool

of workers that might be employed by nursery people or highway engineers
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for planting. /‘\Jml [t thinks}the youth corps in cities

- é.nd a sorf of rural program for the elderly unerhployed. It all
sounds rather dé;':td. Discduragefneﬁt--settles like a fog over the
whole poverty program unless ybu have got the ene.rgy and faith
of é,n evang&list. Lyndon caﬁe in from thé ‘office about 8 and a

ebullient , _ ‘ :
BohydhY host, fulll of stories and sweeping us all along with him.
i compromised by not ha;ving é‘fire fo:.; his Behefit, and dining

by candle 1ight’:my choice., He showed us s;)me ai)s olutely wonderful =
pictures that Okie had taken of the fanch and the countryside. One
the‘b.‘are skeleton of a tree ‘at gray dusk with a dove on every limb,
I hope they will be put together ih a book with all the éeas&ns of the

year sometime in the next 12 months. It will be a great piece of

~

- interlude to talk to PatAbubbling joy like an artesé’aLn spring and

artistry. Luci has spent most of the evening with us,minus a lengthy -

~carrying bulging envelopes full of wires and cards céngrathlating
her on her engagement,. Qne of therh from a complete strénger sent
a quick shaft to your heart., It p'ictured three -'small’~ children. It was
from a wife ﬁith a Polish name who said she Wé.s very happy for Luci
and vsent her her b;lessings and asked her to pray for her husband

who was in Vietnam,
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After dinher we went down to the threatre and saw a movie
about the Pope's day in New York, moving, dramatic, beautiful
in color, and then we saw the NBC President's Country A this time
I am glad with a frgsh guest list, | &an_e.of us have seen it a humber
of times. The tirnf; for the state of the unioﬁ has beeh. set. It will

be Wednesday night, and it will be the first Presidential Address to

Congress carried on live color television.
!

. T-_/w!a’t/
It was a pleasant evening but not the sort of Jeinder that

lights a fire, and that's what I really want these evenings to become.‘.
A chance for exchange. One of my New Years resolutions is to learn

/ . ! .
more from anothe r,‘thougth may do less to do it better,




