
M onday, J a n .  10th began v e r y  e a r ly  fo r  Lyndon w ith  the 
annual

8 o 'c lo c k  / com m union  s e rv ic e  fo r  the reco n v en in g  of C o n g re s s  

a t  the  National^  P r e s b y te r i a n  C h u rc h .  I s le p t  th ro u g h  it ,  a n d  began 

th e  day w ith  th a t  ty p ic a l  v igne tte  of White H ouse l ife  - -  a m e e t in g  

w ith  a to u r  of l a d ie s ,  the  w ives of the S c rap  S tee l and  I ro n  D e a le rs  

who w e re  having  a  convention  h e r e  in W ashington , b e t t e r  known 

p e rh a p s  a s  j u n k y a r d  d e a l e r s .  Our f r i e n d s ,  th e  Dave N ovys of 

A u s t in ,  had  a sk e d  m e  to  do i t ,  and  I w anted  to  b e c a u se  t h e r e  a r e  

s o m e  s igns  th a t  th is  g roup  of  people  a r e  becom ing  in c re a s in g ly  

co n sc io u s  of t h e i r  ob liga tion  to  s c r e e n  th e i r  p l a c e  of b u s in e s s  

o r  su p p o r t  r e s e a r c h  fo r  new ways to  d isp o se  of i t  in  a  b e t t e r  or 

m o r e  a c c e p ta b le  fa sh io n .  So I would r a t h e r  e n l i s t  th e m  th a n  in su lt  

th e m . They  tu rn e d  out to  be v e r y  w ell d r e s s e d ,    m o s t ly  quite

a t t r a c t iv e  la d ie s ,  a h eavy  p e rc e n ta g e  of J e w ish  l a d i e s .  I s a id  a 

few w o rd s  of g re e t in g s  in  the  E a s t  Room and  then  s tood  a t  the  door 

and shook hands with a l l  500. I f ind it a  w a rm  and  p le a s a n t  e x p e r ie n c e  

b e c a u se  i t  s e e m s  to m e a n  so m eth in g  to m o s t  of the  p eo p le  m e e t in g  

th a t  p e r s o n  who w e a rs  the  t i t le  I do now.

Then I w ent back  up and w orked  a t  m y  d esk  with L iz ,  

lunched  with L u c i,  and  c o n t in u e d  with B e s s  on the  two d in n e r  l i s t s  - -   

the  one fo r  S h a s t r i  and the one fo r  the  Vice P r e s id e n t ,  S p e a k e r  and 

C hief  J u s t i c e .  Lyndon cam e  o v er  fo r  lunch  a f t e r  3 o 'c lo c k ,  He 

is  not b ring ing  the  c ro w d s  of b u s in e s s m e n  o r  n ew sm en  th e s e  days
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fo r  lunch , f re q u e n t ly  alone o r  one o r  two s ta f f  m e m b e r s .  B u t 

l ife  w ill no t be n o r m a l  un til  a f te r  the Sta te  of the Un io n .

A ll a f te rn o o n  I w o rk ed  with B e ss  and  A sh to n . S o m etim e ,

I d o n 't  r e m e m b e r  .exac tly  when, the phone r a n g .  It was w o rd  off 

the t i c k e r  th a t  S h a s t r i  had  d ied .  V iewed f ro m  a  long w ay off,  he 

s e e m e d  to m e  to  have  died a t  the  top of h is  l i f e ' s  a c h ie v e m e n t .

The v e r y  l a s t  p ic tu re s  were of h im  and Ayub  a f t e r  what s e e m e d  a r e a l

fo rw a rd  s tep  in the  K a s h m ir  d ispu te .  T h is  m o rn in g 's  P o s t  had 

c a r r i e d  o u r  d in n er  fo r  h im  as  p a r t  of m y  c a le n d a r  fo r  the  n e x t  few 

 ̂ w e e k s .   W ell, m a n y  h o u rs  had gone into the  l i s t ,  and we w il l  save it. 

fo r  l ik e ly  so m e  Indian  C h ief  of S tate  w ill com e o v e r  in  the  next 

few m o n th s .

I w ent to the bowling a l le y  a lone and bowled t h r e e  d read fu l 

g a m e s .  Then  I w orked  while I w aited  fo r  Lyndon to  com e to  d inner 

It w as m id n ig h t b e fo re  he came^ b r ing ing  V icki.
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