
T his  day began  a c tu a lly  so m e tim e  in  the  e a r ly  ksBCXBESX 

h o u rs  of the  m o rn in g  w ith  a  lo n g  ta lk .  Lyndon woke up , a s  he often  

does th e se  n ig h ts , and we ta lk e d  ab o u t th e  p ro s p e c ts  fo r  th e  y e a rs  

a h e a d .  It is  so  f ra u g h t w ith  d an g e r and w ith  d ec is io n s  th a t  we can n o t 

s e e  th e  end of!  I am  to rn  betw een  tw o fe e lin g s : one, th e  hea lthy  

one, th a t I shou ld  enjoy each  day  in  th is  job  and liv e  it  to  th e  fu lle s t,  

and th e  o th e r , th a t  the  end of th e  &xx te r m  is  like a  l ig h t a t  th e  end of a  

tu n n e l, and  m y  ad v ice  to  Lyndon is  so  m undane and  u n in sp ir in g ; s ta y
■

h e a lth y , lau g h  some/, r e m e m b e r  you a r e  a s  tough  a s  o th e r  P re s id e n ts
j r t '

who h av e  liv ed  th ro u g h  th e  sa m e  o r  w o rs t .   I t  w a s  a  day of

b its  and p ie c e s ,  b ecau se  I woke up s leep y  f ro m  o u r long  ta lk .  In

th e  a f te rn o o n , I w ent to M ild re d ' s o ffice  to  w ork  on the c h i ld re n 's

in co m e ta x  w ith  A sh to n  and  the  m an  who m a k e s  i t  ou t. In  o u r ou t- 
p a s s e d

s id e  o ffice    Ed L o rd  ( ? )  ab so lu te ly  in te n t, w r itin g  on a  

y e llo w  ta b le t ,  and  a s s o c ia te  J u s t ic e  of the S u p rem e C o u r t  Abe 

F o r ta s .  I d a re d  n o t stop  w ithout a sk in g  I w as s u re  i t  w as h is  fee lin g s  

on th e  d ra f t  of the  S ta te  of th e  U nion m e s s a g e .

The big event  of th e  day fo r  m e  w as to  go to  the  re c e p tio n

a nd d in n e r of the Na tio n a l W ildlife Fe d e ra tio n  sp o n so re d  jo in tly  by the  

S e a rs  R oebuck  F o u n d a tio n , I w as to  d e liv e r  4 of th e i r  a w a rd s  - -  a  

l i t t le  s ta tu e tte  of a  w hooping c ra n e  and to  re c e iv e  one m y s e lf  fo r 

m y  in te r e s t  in  c o n se rv in g  w ild life  and beau ty .
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W hat a  fa m il ia r  s ig h t, A th o u san d  w e l l - d r e s s e d ,  c h a tte r in g  

peop le  in the big  b a llro o m  of th e  S ta tl e r  H otel a l l  b ro u g h t th e re  by 

th e i r  m u tu a l in te r e s t  fo r  w h a te v e r  s o r t  of good w orks it  m ig h t be 

o r  p o li t ic s  o r  c u l tu re .  How m an y  of th e se  I have been  to  o v e r  30 

y e a r s !  B ut a t  th is  one, I fe l t  l ik e  a  r e a l  p a r t ic ip a n t.  O n my r ig h t 

w as a  d e lig h tfu l old g en tlem an  - -  Ju d g e  L ew is M c G re g o r , P re s id e n t  

of th e  N a tio n a l W ildlife F e d e ra tio n . And on m y  le f t ,  J a m e s  G riffin , 

P re s id e n t  of th e  S e a rs  R oebuck F ou n d atio n , w ith  w hom  I q u ick ly  got 

in to  c o n v e rsa tio n  abou t th e  s c o re s  of S e a rs  R oebuck s to r e s  in  si^ppppc 

shopping c e n te r s  o v e r  th e  c o u n try , and m y  d e lig h t th a t th o s e  being 

b u ilt  la te ly  in c o rp o ra tin g  good lan d sc ap in g  in to  th e ir  p a rk in g  lo ts .

The one in  A u s tin  has  qu ite  a  lo t of t r e e s .   He to o k  th e  b a l l  and r a n  

w i t h  i t .  A t one of th e ir  b ig  s to r e s  in C hicago  w hen th e  d a y 's  b u s in e s s  

is  o v e r th e y  use  a  huge p a rk in g  lo t  to  s u p e rv is e  p lay  fo r  a l l  the 

n e ig hborhood  c h ild re n .  It is  in a  low  in co m e p a r t  of tow n w h e re  th e r e  

a r e  n o t enough p lay g r o u n d s . We ta lk e d  abou t th e ir  w o rk  in  co o p e ra tio n  

w ith  g a rd en  c lu b s , th e i r  a r t  p ro g ra m  th a t  V incen t P r ic e  i s  w orking on . 

It w as an  o p p o rtu n ity  I had  looked  fo rw a rd  to  to  tsatofex th a n k  S ears  

R oebuck and  hopefu lly  to  u rg e  th e m  on.

Sfew
S te w a rt U dall w as the M a s te r  of C e re m o n ie s  and S e c re ta ry

F re e m a n  the  m a in  s p e a k e r .  I th in k  of them  a s  th e  b e a u tif ic a tio n  tw in s  .

G e n e ra l E le c tr ic  won an aw ard  fo r  im a g in a tiv e  e n g in e e r in g , unusual 

r e s e a r c h ,  and s u c c e s s fu l  dev elo p m en t o f
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eq u ip m en t and  te ch n iq u es  to  p r e s e r v e  A m e r ic a 's  n a tu ra l  b eau ty .

I a sk e d  th e  aw ar d w in n er ju s t  how m u ch  w as r e a l ly  being done to 

hxryx b u ry  t ra n s m is s io n  l in e s  in  new  h o using  d e v e lo p m e n ts , and 

he sa id  i t  had  in c re a s e d  4 00 p e r  cen t in  th is  l a s t  y e a r .  A  glowing 

s ta t i s t i c .  B ut I ju s t  w ish ed  i Knew how to  tu rn  it  in to  a  p ic tu re  in  

A u stin , T e x a s .  It won aw a rd s  in  v a r io u s  f ie ld s ,  c o n s e rv a tio n , and 

w a te r  r e s o u r c e s ,  s oil ,  w i ld l i f e ,  a i r ,  f o r e s t s ,  and d e l ig h tfu lly  enough 

one in c o n s e rv a t io n is t  e d u c a to r  of th e  y e a r  w hich w ent to  a  young m an  

n am ed     Johnny  M cJohnson  of U nion S p rin g s , A la b a m a , m o s t 

of w hose w o rk  had  been  done in 4 -H  and  F u tu re  F a r m e r s ,  and  high 

s c h o o l  ag e  yo u t h s .  N elson  R o c k e fe lle r  won th e  a w a rd  f o r  dynam ic 

le a d e r s h ip  in  develop ing  and  p ro m o tin g  an ap p ro ach  to  w a te r  p o llu tio n  

a b a te m e n t w hich  h a s  s e t  an  ex am p le  th ro u g h o u t th e  n a tio n . He sa id  

th e  p eo p le of h is  s ta te  had  vo ted  fo r  the bond is s u e  to  pay  f o r  it by 

a  5 to  1 m a rg in .

I p a s s e d  out m y  whooping c ra n e s  and  ch eck s to  so m e  fo u r of 

th e  w in n e rs  and th en  I re c e iv e d  m in e , and p ro m p tly  an n o u n ced  th a t 

i t  (the check) would be given to  la n d s c a p e  the  new  au to m o b ile  e n tra n c e  of the

n a tio n a l zo o .  I had  d r iv e n out th e re  the  day b e fo re  w ith  D illon  R ip ley  

of th e  S m ith so n ian  and th e i r  C h ief L an d scap e  A rc h ite c t  to  d ecide  

w h ere  b e s t  to  spend  the m o n ey .



(
\

E ach  s ta te  had  an  a w ard  w inner; M is s o u r i 's  w as o u r  old 

f r ie n d  L e o n a rd  H all who s topped b y  w ith new s of T ony B ufor d. ' In 

T ex as  w as H a r ry  J e r s ig .  T h e re  w as an  e x c ite m e n t ab o u t be in g  w ith  

a  c ro w d  of p sp x  peop le  and  th e r e  w as a  se n se  of c o m ra d e sh ip  and 

m u tu a l p u rp o se  and  co n g en ia lity  in  th is  g a th e rin g  and  a  t in y  l i t t le
V

fee lin g  fo r  m e  of hav ing  ach iev ed  so m eth in g . -  i f  I could  m a k e  the 

e n tra n c e  to  the zoo a  p r e t t i e r  s p o t!  A ll in  a l l  i t  w as a  good even ing  

and  o v e r  e a r ly .  By n in e - th i r ty  I  w as on m y  w ay to B ill  W h ite 's  w h ere  

Lyndon h ad  gone fo r  d in n e r w ith  ju s t  th e  t h r e e of  th e m .

The day had  had  i ts  quo ta  of an n o y an ces  - -  th r e e  o r  fo u r  

s to r ie s  a bout g u m -sh o e  p r a c t ic e  in  th e  W hite H o u se .  O u r  e ffo rt to  

re d u c e  th e  n u m b e r  of ch a u ffe u rs  f ro m  abou t 100 to  down to  60 had 

su c c ee d e d  b u t a t  the rough  p r ic e  of logg ing  e v e ry  t r ip  m a d e  by 

ev ery b o d y  who ro d e  in  a  W hite H ouse c a r ;  who and w h e re  to  in  o rd e r  

to  e lim in a te  p u re ly  s o c ia l  and  p e r s onal  ch au ffeu rin g , an d  th a t n a tu ra l ly  is  

a b ra s iv e  to  ev e ry b o d y  who h a s  g o tten  u se d  to  the happy e a s e  of s tep p in g  

in to  a  c h a u ffe u r-d r iv e n  c a r .  T he n u m b er of te lep h o n es  h av e  p ro l i f e r a te d  

so m e tim e s  f a r  beyond a ll  n e e d s .  They too m u s t be cu t b ac k  i n ^  the 

n u m b e r of l in e s  a c tu a lly  r e q u ire d  by u se  and no t by s ta tu s .  Nobody 

lik e s  eco n o m iz in g  and the  tough guy who g e ts  i t  done - -  in  th is  c a se  

M a rv in  - -  g e ts  cu t up on a l l  s id e s .
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It w as a  happy  co m pan ionab le  h o u r a t  th e  W hites in  th e i r  

p r e t ty  new  hom e . Lyndon had  b een  re ad in g  h im  p o r tio n s  of the  

sp e e c h , and  i t  is  a  d e lig h t to m e  to  b e  out fo r  d in n e r . One of th e  

p e c u l ia r  r e s t r i c t io n s  of l ife  in  th is  ho u se  is  th a t we v e ry  se ld o m  

do go ou t fo r  d in n e r .
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