
T he day of the Sta te  of th e  Un io n . It is  fu ll of te n s io n  

a s  an  opening n ig h t. As fra u g h t w ith  u n p re d ic ta b ili ty  as  a  b i r th .

In 1964 we liv e d  th ro u g h  it  on th e  t id a l  w ave of em o tio n  p ro d u c e d  

b y  th e  a s s assin a tio n  of P re s id e n t  K ennedy , su p p o rted  by th a t  a d re n a lin  

of d e t e r m i n a t i o n  th a t su ch  c a ta s tro p h e  p o u rs  in to  y o u r b lo o d .

In 1965 we w er e on the  c r e s t  of th e  u n b e liev ab ly  g re a t  

v ic to ry  of th e  N o v em b er e le c tio n , b o ls te re d , a s s u r e d ,  th e  p eop le  

b eh in d  u s , a  s o r t  of p e a k  in  o u r l iv e s  p e rh a p s , and  h e r e  in  1966 

m ay b e  we a r e  in  th e  tro u g h  of a  w ave; pafceician^ and f ru s t r a t io n s  

have s e t  in  and  now is  th e  t im e  fo r  ju s t  dogged to u g h n e ss .

I k is s e d  Lyndon goodbye and G odspeed . T hen  we had  our 

b r e a k fa s t ,  and the s ta f f  b eg an  to  com e in to  th e  ro o m  - -  J a c k ,  J a k e ,  

M a rv in . T he n ig h t b e fo re  I h ad  r e a d  th e  final, d o m e s tic  d ra f t ,  had

Ia/
w ritte n  in  a  l i t t le  se n te n c e  abou t th r i f t  and co m m o n sen se  i n  the 

conduct of th e  w a r on poverty^  w ith  due r e s p e c t  fo r  sp en d in g  the ta x  

p a y e rs  d o lla r .  So, I d e lib e ra te ly  w anted  to  rem o v e  m y s e lf  f ro m  th e  

b o ilin g  c e n te r  of th in g s  to d ay . I had  a sk e d  M rs .  A s to r  who had  g iv en  

$ 1 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0  to  th e  c o m m itte e  fo r  a  m o re  b ea u tifu l c a p ita l  to  com e
'N l . \  y

down and  b r in g  h e r   la n d sc a p e  g a rd n e r  -- who had  h e lp ed  h e r  do the 

two w o n d erfu l p ro je c ts  in  New Y ork . A nd, of c o u r s e ,  M ary  

L a s k e r .
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I sp en t the  m o rn in g  a t th e  b eau ty  p a r lo r ,  an d th e n  a t  

12 B ro o ke A s to r , S im on B ry a n t, M a ry , L iz  a l l  convened  w ith  m e 

fo r  to m a to  ju ic e  o r  s h e r r y  in  the W est H all and th e n  we w e n t down- 

s ta i r s  fo r  lunch. The f ir e  w as b u rn in g  m e r r i l y  though th e  view  out 

to L a fay e tte  P a r k  w as g ra y  and b le a k . I re m in d e d  B ro o k e th a t  th is  

w as ju s t  th e  s o r t  of day I had  co m e to  s e e  h e r  p ro je c ts  in  New  

Y ork , m o s t  u n fa ir  lik e  in s is t in g  on see in g  th e  baby w hen i t  has 

th e  ch ick en  pox .  Parks and  f lo w e rs  and sh ru b s  a r e  b e a u tifu l  only 

to  th o se  who h av e  im ag in a tio n  in  a  g ra y  J a n u a ry .

We had  a  d e lic io u s  lo b s te r  N ew burg  lu n ch  and  ta lk e d  about 

B rooke's p ro je c ts  in  H a r le m  an d now th e  l a r g e r  one -- R i i s  —

T hen N ash  C a s tro  and W a lte r  W ashington  jo in ed  us and  w e  a ll  

c ro w d ed  in to  a  s ta tio n  w agon - -  8 of us counting  L iz  and  m y  S e c re t 

S e rv ic e  m a n  - -  and  d rove down to  se e  th e  lo v e ly  p la n tin g  o f 

m a g n o lia  s o u l a n g e a n a  on P en n sy lv a n ia  A venue down to w a rd

A n a c o s tia , and  th en  to  B uchanan  School w h e re -- lo  and b e h o ld  the
A

d is t r i c t  of C o lu m b ia  --  I  w onder if  i t  cou ld  p o s s ib ly  have b e e n

p ro d d e d  b y  o u r f re q u e n t v i s i t s ,  and  K ay G rah am  of th e  P o s t  -- any -

w ay, ikeatK th e  D is tr ic t  had  b u dgeted  a  s iz e a b le  am o u n t f o r

r e p a i r s , and  c re w s  of w o rk m en  w e re  p u ttin g  in  h u n d red s  o f  window p a n e s

p ro t e c t e d  by heavy  s c re e n s  th a t unhapp ily  g ive  i t  a n  a lm o s t  ja i l - l ik e
j J

a p p e a ra n c e , and  p a in tin g  and r e p a ir in g  w oodw ork. W a lte r  w a s  u n c e r ta in  

w hat if  any th ing  had  b een  allo tte d  fo r  p lan tin g  and th e r e  d o es  re m a in



th a t  p e r fe c t  c o rn e r  w ith  so m e  t r e e s  on it  w hich could  be a  c h a rm in g  

s o r t  of a  l i t t l e  p lay g ro u n d , m aybe w ith in  o u r  b u d g e t.

T hen  we d ro v e  by P ay n e  School and  C h a m b e r la in  an d  Bo w en 

T h e re  we got out of th e  c a r  and w alked  a ro u n d .  L a n sb u rg  P a r k  — 

a  new  a r e a  be in g  developed  I b e lie v e  by  D is tr ic t  of C o lu m b ia , along 

v e ry  m o d e rn  l in e s  - -  th e  b eg in n in g  of a  p e rg o la , s e v e ra l  dozen  t r e e s  

have gone in .  It l ie s  in  a w ide open sp ace  w ith a  sch o o l on one s id e , 

s e v e ra l  p u b lic  h o using  p r o je c ts ,  one n am ed  I th in k  fo r  S e n a to r  C ap p e r 

o f K a n sa s , and  p r iv a te ly  owned a p a r tm e n t h o u s e s .  A  h eav y  c on- 

c e n tra tio n  of p e o p le , a  la rg e  p ro m is in g  a r e a  of open sp a c e  ju s t  

w aiting  to  be f u r th e r  d ev e lo p ed .  U n fo rtu n a te ly  i t  w ould ru n  in to  

m an y  th o u san d s  to  do i t  r ig h t ,  q u ite  beyond o u r a b i l i ty .  We drove 

ro u n d  and round  B uchanan  S chool. We looked  a t  H aynes P o in t  a c ro s s  

th e  r iv e r  and  d re a m ed of th e  w eeping  ch e r r i e s  bend ing  in to  th e  

w a te r .  We t r a v e r s e d  P e n n sy lv a n ia  A venue to  s e e  M a ry 's  a z a le a s  

w hich do s e e m  to  have grow n in  th e  9 s h o r t  m on ths th ey  h av e  b een  in , 

and  f in a lly  we lan d ed  b a c k  a t  the W hite H ouse w ith  te a  in  th e  re d  ro o m  

a ro u n d  a  f i r e  abou t 3 :30 .  B rooke had  to  ca tch  a p lan e , and  t im e  w as
-T trffaily

s h o r t .  We r a th e r  r u e f u l ly  a g re e d  th a t a ll  each  sch o o l h ad  in  the way  

of a  p lay g ro u n d  w as a  m ig h ty  fine fence  - - a  s te e l  m e s h  h u r r ic a n e  ty p e  

fen ce  about 9 o r  10 fe e t h igh en c lo s in g  a b a r r e n  w as te lan d  an d  often 

c e m e n t - -  th o u san d s  of d o lla rs  w o rth  of fen ce  and  only  10s of d o lla rs  

w o rth  of one o r  tw o droop ing  sw ings and s e e s a w s .
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t r y
N ext we thought we ought to  tak e  one sch o o l and  tr y  to m a k e  

a  good p ilo t p r o je c t  out of i t  - -  th a t  i s ,  p la n t i t  a ll  th e  w ay around  

a t  l e a s t .  Up to  now we have only  b een  doing th e  f ro n t  o r  th e  m o s t 

im p o rta n t s id e .  P u ttin g  in  p lay g ro u n d  eq u ip m en t of th e  o u td o o r  liv in g  

ro o m  ty p e  B ro o k e has  u sed  in  h e r  two p ro je c ts  is  p ro b ab ly  beyond 

th e  m e a n s  of o u r so c ie ty . We d ecid ed  to f in ish  J e f fe rs o n  School 

w ith  p a r t ic u la r  a c c e n t on th e  r a th e r  han d so m e s id e  - -  the  C o lo n ia l 

f ro n t th a t is  th e  l ib r a r y  an n ex , and  I b e lie v e  we w ill p u t in  co n v en tio n a l, 

l e s s  ex p en s iv e  p lay g ro u n d  eq u ip m en t th e r e .  A t any  r a t e ,  one 

f in ish ed  pr o d u c t, and  B rooke ag re e d  to  a s k  the  d ra f ts m a n  f o r  h e r  

p ro je c ts  - -  i t  a p p e a rs  th a t M r. B ryan t is th e  d e s ig n e r , th e  

"th in k e r" -- to  com e down and give us a  p ro p o se d  p lan  fo r  one  of th e se  

a r e a s .

And th e n , a f te r  an  ex c itin g  h a lf  day fu ll o f good t a l k  and 

good p r o je c ts ,  and h igh  hopes and  l i t t le  r e a l  p ro d u c tiv ity  I w en t up- 

s ta i r s  and  tu m b led  in to  bed  v e ry  s leep y  and b e g a n  to  s ig n  m a i l  and 

ta k e  th e  q u e s tio n s  and  r e p o r ts  f ro m  P a ts y  and A sh to n  , Patsy 

h a d  b e en  ta k ing a ro u n d  on a  v e ry  sp e c ia l  to u r  and  t e a . ,T he H a r ry  

J e r s i g s  f ro m  San A ntonio whom  I had  se e n  the  n igh t b e f o re .  He had  

won the  S ta te  of T ex as  aw ard  and  had  com e to  th e  N a tio n a l W ildlife 

F e d e ra tio n  B an q u e t.
W H

It w as n e a r ly  6:30 w hen Lyndon cam e  in  fo r  "lu n ch " b rin g in g
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so m e  s ta f f  w ith  h im . W hat a  day i t  m u s t  have b een ! We w e re  to

go to  th e  C ap ito l s e p a ra te ly  - -  I going on ah ead  w ith  L u c i an d  P a t,

and th e  s ta f f  w ives w hom  I had  a sk e d  to  s i t  in  the  G a lle ry  w ith  m e - -

M ary  Bundy and am az in g ly  enough I h e a rd  i t  w as th e  f i r s t  t im e  she

had  e v e r  b e en  to  a  S ta te  of the U nion sp e ec h  in  h e r  fiv e  y e a r s  in

W ash ing ton . How g lad  I am  I a sk e d  h e r .  T h e re  w e re  so  m a n y  re a s o n s

to  - -  f i r s t ,  I  lik e  th e m  both  so  m uch; n ex t he  had  b e e n  one of the

P a u l R e v e re  R id e rs  fo r  p e a c e  in  th e se  l a s t  few  w eek s , h a d  w orked  
e w

m a g n if ic e n tly  on the  sp e ec h  and  l a s t  and v e ry  sa d ly  he wi l l  be  leav in g

so o n , so  th is  is  a  p a r t  of say in g  goodbye . I a sk e d  M a r ia n  W atson,

and Trudy C alifan o  and  M a ry  M a rg a re t .  I  d id n 't  s ta g e m a n a g e

m y  a r r iv a l  w e ll, g e ttin g  th e re  b e fo re  the  H ouse had  a c tu a l ly  been

c a lle d  in to  s e s s io n  - -  so m e  five  o r  so  m in u te s  b e fo re  th e y  w ere

p ro b a b ly  exp ec tin g  m e  and th e r e fo re  th e  s tan d in g  o vation  w hich  th e

F i r s t  L ady  u su a lly  g e ts  d id n 't  hav e  th e  show m ansh ip  i t  m ig h t h av e .

B ut i t  is  a lw ays a  n ig h t of g re a t  d ra m a . F i r s t  an d  fo re m o s t

fo r  m e  I  lik e  to  look  down a t  the  fa c e s  b e fo re  m e  — so m a n y  we have

I 'w o rk ed  w ith  afex and  loved  th ro u g h  th e  y e a r s !  D ick R u s s e ll  s ittin g  

c lo se  to  M ike M an s f ie ld  on a  f ro n t row , th e  c o m fo rtab le  and  happy 

co u n ten an ce  of Hale  B oggs, and  i t  w as ex a c tly  f ro m  h is  d ire c t io n  th a t  

I h e a rd  th e  c lap p in g  beg inn ing  each  t im e , a s  the even ing  w o re  on, and  

th e re  w as a  pang  - -  a  s o r t  of s a lu te  when m y  eyes c am e  to  young
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H a r ry  B y rd , and not the S en a to r H a r ry  B y rd  I had  known s o  m any  

y e a r s .  In m y  G a lle ry  I had  a sk e d  th e  la d ie s  to jo in  m e  who had  b een  

c o v e r in g  th e se  40 c o u n tr ie s  fo r  Lyndon in  th is  H e rcu lean  a p p e a l fo r  

p ea c e  D oro thy  G o ld b erg  on m y  r ig h t ,  nex t M a rie  H a r r im a n ,

She le a n e d  o v e r  and  se e m e d  q u ite  p le a s e d  to  be th e r e ,  and  s a id  th is  

w as the  f i r s t  S ta te  of th e  U nion M e ssa g e  sh e  had  h e a rd  s in c e  T ru m a n 's  

t im e .  N ext M ary  Bundy and  th en  M ary  L a s k e r  , th en  M a tia n n a . She 

and  Tony w e re  to  have a r r iv e d  in  tow n the  n ex t day , and I h a d  phoned 

th e m  to  se e  if  th ey  w ould lik e  to  com e a day e a r ly  an d be p r e s e n t  fo r 

th e  S ta te  of th e  U nion, L u c i s a t  by  m e  on the  a is le ,  and  T o n y  b esid e  

h e r ,  v e ry  d ig n ified , and qu ite  d is tin g u ish e d  loo k in g , I th o u g h t. B e - 

h ind  th em  w ere  N ancy M ann and N ancy W illia m s, and  b eh in d  Sfescnx 

th em  P a t  - -  th en  on fo ld ing  s e a ts  in  the b ac k  the  R o g e r S tev en s who is  

t r a v e l in g , w ork i ng, sp e ak in g ^ re p re se n tin g  th is  a d m in is t r a t io n  to  a l l  

the a r t  g ro u p s in  th e  co u n try  in  a  t i r e l e s s ,  s e lf le s s  m a n n e r .

T h e re  is  no doubt about i t ,  th e  S ta te  of th e  U nion M e ssa g e , 

fo r  b e t te r  o r  fo r  w o rse , iasoc is  a lw ays one of the  g r e a t  show s of the 

y e a r .  F ish b a it  M ille r  announces w ith  pom p and c e re m o n y  an d  each  

in  h is  o rd e r  f ile s  in , d ip lo m a tic  c o rp s  y e a r  b y  y e a r  g ro w in g  m o re  

d ra b  and w e s te rn  in  th e ir  d r e s s  - -  only one A fric a n  n a tio n 's a m b a s s a d o r  

th is  t im e  cou ld  I sp o t in  h is  flow ing n a tiv e  r o b e s .  And th e  S uprem e 

C o u rt and  the  P r e s id e n t 's  C ab in e t, and  then f in a lly  T he P r e s id e n t  o f  T h e  

U nited  S ta te s .  And we a l l  ro s e  as  Lyndon cam e down the  a i s l e ,  w alk ing
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b r is k ly , sm ilin g  to  r ig h t and  le f t .  I t  is  a lw ays an  e n d u ra n c e

I ^c o n te s t fo r  m e !  I w onder w hat i t  is  lik e  to  h im ?  T h e re  w e re

so m e s tro n g  r e a s s u ra n c e s  in  i t .  We would go on w ith th e  G re a t

S ocie ty  to  c a r r y  fo rw a rd  w ith  fu ll v ig o r the g r e a t  h e a lth  an d

ed u ca tio n  p ro g ra m s  en ac ted  l a s t  y e a r .  A lin e  I lo v e d  -- "to m e e t
A

I'
th e  g row ing  m e n ac e  o f  c r im e  in  the  s t r e e t s . "  T h e re  w e re  so m e  

s u r p r i s e s  - -  a  p ro p o sa l fo r  a  4 y e a r  te rm  fo r  the  H ouse of 

R e p re s e n ta t iv e s .   It m u s t have been  one b it of a b o m b sh e ll "to

h e lp  n a tio n s  try in g  to  c o n tro l p o p u la tio n  g row th  by in c re a s in g  our

r e s e a r c h  and by e a rm a rk in g  funds to  help  th e i r  e f fo r ts ." O ne of

th e  b e s t  l in e s  w as "we m u s t  change to  m a s te r  c h a n g e ."   W hat

I lik ed  m o s t of a l l  w as a  c le a r  r e c i ta l  of the  en o rm o u s  e f fo r t  we
3

have m ad e  in  th e  l a s t  w eeks of 1965 fo r  p e a c e  - -  300 p r iv a te  ta lk s

fo r  p e a c e  in  V ietnam  \fldBtiixx w ith f r ie n d s  an d  a d v e r s a r i e s .  F o r

20 days now we have d ropped  no bom bs on N o rth  V ie tn am . Top

e m is s a r ie s  hav e  v is i te d  40 c o u n tr ie s ,  includ ing  ta lk in g  to  th e  P ope .

We have tafcexx ta lk e d  to  m o re  th an  100 g o v e rn m en ts  and in fo rm e d

th e  U n ited  N ations and c a lle d  upon its  m e m b e rs  to  help  to w a rd  p e a c e .

The sp ee ch  had  begun w ith  abou t 7 ,0 0 0  w ords in  i ts  a lm o s t •

f in a l f o rm . It had  to  be hucx hew ed down to  4 ,0 0 0  to  c o m p re s s  i t

w ith in  th e  h o u r .  T h a t is d r a s t ic  s u rg e ry .  Even so , I co u ld  h e a r
I th o u g h t.

h im  h u rry in g  too  f a s t  in the  f i r s t  p o r tio n  In th e  l a s t  p o r tio n

the d e liv e ry  w as g r e a t .



It w as a  co ld , le th a rg ic  a u d ie n c e .  It is  t ru e  th e r e  w e re  

ab o u t 57 a p p la u s e s .  T hey  w e re  no t r o a r s  of e n th u s ia sm  by a n y  aascKiiatx 

m e a n s . A lm o st no p a r t ic ip a tio n  by the  R ep u b lic a n s . A fte r  a l l ,  th is  

is  '66 and an  e le c tio n  y e a r .   I m u s t  say  I w atched  in  va in  fo r  ap p ro v a l 

f ro m  old  f r ie n d s  - -  D ick R u s s e ll ,  S en a to r M c C le l la n ,  s c a n t  o c - 

c a s io n a l e x p re s s io n  fro m  S en a to r M an sfie ld .

T hen  it  w as over w ith in  th e  h o u r .  I b re a th e d  a  s ig h  of r e l ie f  

a lth o u g h  th e r e  is  no th ing  th a t r e a s s u r e s  m e  it w ill be an  e a s y  y ea r  

o r  a  good y e a r  f ro m  lis te n in g  to  the  S ta te  of the U nion o r  f ro m  looking 

a t  th e  C o n g re s s  in  f ro n t of m e .   We w ent down to  the  S p e a k e rs  Office 

w h ere  I m e t  Lyndon and  k is s e d  h im , w ish ing  I could  convey  so la c e  

a n d  r e a s s u ra n c e  w ith  i t ,  and we shook  hands a ll  a ro u n d  - -  th e  u su a l 

f i r s t  of the  y e a r  w arm  g re e t in g s .  B ut even so th e re  w as a l i t t l e  b it 

of th e  h ila r io u s  a tm o sp h e re  m is s in g  fro m  th a t  n o rm a l s o c ia l  in te r -  

c h an g e . O r am  I im ag in in g ?

Then back  to  the  W hite H ouse o n c e  m o r e  - -  "Round M ountain 

fa sh io n , " th a t  i s ,  th e  w om en in one c a r  and Lyndon fo llow ing  in  a n o th e r , 

M a rv in , J a c k , Jo e  C a lifan o , M cG eorge Bundy and Ja k e  c a m e  in with 

L yndon . We a l l  had  d rin k s  - -  even  Lyndon fo rsa k in g  h is  d ie t  fo r 

a  S co tch , th an k  g o o d n e ss .  We got Z e p h y r  to  cu t up o u r s te a k  into 

s m a ll  b its  and  s e rv e  it  w ith  ho t b isc u its  as  an  h o r s - d 'o e u v r e ,  and 

th a t  w as d in n e r , and th e re  w as m u ch  ta lk  and f in a lly  the  N ew  Y ear 

is  r e a l ly  on i ts  w ay .
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I s a t  n ex t to  M cG eorge a m o m e n t. He ta lk e d  a b o u t the

sp e e c h . He thought i t  w as g r e a t ,  he s a id .  I w as s o r r y  to  s e e  any

p o r tio n  of h is  ocxotxikafc d e le te d , but i t  had to  com e f ro m  7 ,000

to  4 ,0 0 0 . He sa id  it  is  w o n d erfu l th e  way the P re s id e n t  h a s  been

w ork ing  th is  p a s t  w eek, l i s te n in g  tjaacxx to  ev ery b o d y , c o n s id e rin g

a l l  p ro b le m s  and s id e s  and  a l te r n a t iv e s .  He sa id  " I  w as w o r r ie d

abou t h im  l a s t  f a l l ."  I s a id , "W hat do you m e a n ?  W ere  y o u  a fra id

h e  w ould d ie ? "   He laughed  and sa id  "No, death  is  no t in  h im .  I

w as a f ra id  he  w ould no t fe e l lik e  w ork ing  a s  he had  b een  b e fo re ,

b u t he d o es .  He h as  ju s t  b een  g r e a t ."

I w ent to  bed fee lin g  it  w as no t a  tr iu m p h , no t one o f the

g r e a t e s t  o n es , but I was p ro u d  of i t .   And a  l a s t  thought b e fo re  I

d r if te d  off to s le e p  w as a  funny one.  We had  had an  e n th u s ia s t ic  d isc u s s io n
A

in  th e  R ed R oom .  M ary , B ro o k e, W a lte r ,  N ash  an d  I .   We had

go tten  to  ta lk in g  about the  sh o r ta g e s  of la b o r  fo r  P a r k  m a in te n a n c e .

and  h ighw ay b ea u tif i ca tio n  and n u rse ry m e n  and about the sh o rta g e s

of p la n t m a te r ia l  i t s e l f .   And M a ry  sa id  w ith an a b so lu te ly  s tr a ig h t

fa c e  "How a r e  we going to  g e t th e  n u rs e ry m e n  to  have enough s to ck

3to  p la n t th e  w hole U nited S ta te s ? "   T h a t 's  th e  w ay i t  i s .   C o n tro v e rsy 

a n d  t r iv i a  one day and Kkx3 e n th u s ia sm  lik e  a  s a ilb o a t r a c in g  b e fo re  

t h e  wind th e  n ex t!
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