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The day of the state of the union. It is full of tension

as an opening night. As fraught with unpredictability as a birth.

- In 1964 we lived through it on the ‘tidal wave of emotion produced

by the assination of President Kennedy , supported by that adrenalin

vqu,éﬂ*—-—'

" of tmm that such cata.strophe pours into your blood.

In 1965 we weee on the crest of the unbelievably great

victory of the November election, bolstered, assured, the people

behind us, a sort of peak in our lives perhaps, and heee in 1966

Lo

maybe we are in the trough of a wave; ici and frustration_é
have s.et in and now is ;che ti;ne for just dogged toughness.

I kissed Lynddn goodbye and Godspeed. Then ‘;Jve had our
breakfast, and the staff began to come into the robm - J‘a;:k‘, Jake, -
Marvin. 'I'hve night bgfore I had read the final domestic' draft, had
written in a little As entence about thrift and commonsense eia'é the

conduct of the war on poverty/ with due respect for spending the tax

payers dollar., So, I deliberately wanted to remove myself from the

boiling center of fhings today. I had asked Mrs. Astor who had .given

$10, 000.00 to the commlttee for a more beautlful cap1ta1 to come
et T fw\ P
down and bring her/landscape gardner“who had helped her do the

two wonderful projects in New York, And, fax of course, Mary

v

Lasker,
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I spent the morning at the beauty parlor, and then at
12 Brook*Astor, Simon Bryant, Mary, Liz .all convened with me
for tomato juice or sherryl in the West Hall and then we went down;-
stairs for lunch, The fire ﬁas burning merriiy though the view out
to Lafeyette Park was gray and bleak. | I reminded Brook®that this
was just the sort of day I had come to see her projects in ;New. |
York, most unfair like insisting on seeing the baby when it has
the chicken pox, g;;:é and flowers and shrubs are beaﬁtiful onlgf
to those who have ifnagination in a gray J anuéry.'

We had a delicious lobster Newburg lunch and talked about

_.7, Q‘v

" Brookds projects in Harlem and now the lai'ger one - Reese --

Then Nash Castro and Walter Washington joined us and we all
crowded into a station wagon -- 8 of us counting Liz and my Secret
Service man -~ and drove down to see the lovely planting of
magnolia salengianna{2) on Pennsylvania Avenue down toward
P .
Anacostia, and then to Buchanan School wherenlo and beholdAthe

district of Columbia -~ I wonder if it could possibly have been

prodded by our frequent visits, and Kay Graham of the Postg Any-

‘way, thexe the District had budgeted a sizeable amount for

repairs,and crews of workmen were putting in hundreds of window panes

J

portected by heavy screens that unhappily give it an almost jail-like -

- v :
appearance, and painting a’repairing woodwork. Walter was uncertain

what if anything had been allotted for planting and there does remain
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that perfect corner with some trees on it which could be a charming

sort of a little playground, maybe within our budgef.

Then we drove by Payne Schocol and Chaxnb’erlain a_nd Bpwen

There we got.out of the car and walked around., Lansburg Park --
a new area being develioped I ‘believe by District of Columbia, along
very modern lines -- the beginning of a'pergola, severalldozen trees
have gone in. It lies in a wide open space with a vschool on one side,
s‘everal public housing pfojects, one named I think for Senator Capper
of Kansas; and privately owned apartment houses. A heavy con-
centration of pf;ople, a large promisiﬁg area of open »spac‘é just
waiting to be further developed. Unfortunatel'y'it.would run into
many thousands to do it right, quite beyond our ability. We drove
round and round Buchanan S.chbol. We looked at Haynes Point across
the river and dreamed of the weeping charries bencvlingvinto the
water. We tra.vers.ed Pems&lvania Avenue to see Mary's a#a@ks
which do seem to have grown in the 9 short months they have been in,
and finally we landed back at the‘White House with tea in the red room
_axjound .a fire about 3:30, .Brool,da‘l‘lad to catch a plane, and liiine was

. ~ruffaily ‘
short. We rather ® rufrky agreed thdt all each school had in the way
of a i)layg'round was a mighty fine fence -- a steel mesh hui‘ricéne type
fence about 9 61‘ 10 feet high enclosing a barren wasteland and often

cement 8-~ thousands of dollars worth of fence and only 10s of dollars

worth of one or two drooping swings and seesaws,
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Next we thought we ought to take one school and trip to make
a good piloﬁ iaroject out of it -~ that is, plant it all the way around

at least. Up to now we have only been doing the front or the most

" important side, ?utting in piaygfound,equipment of the outdoor living

room type Brook'{as used in her two projects is probably beyond

‘the means of our society, We decided to finish Jefferson School

- with particular accent on the rather handsome side - the Colonial

front that is the librz‘iry annex, and I believe we will put in con_ventional,
leés expenéiVe playground equipment &mtx;'there. At any rate, one
finished p@ﬂduct, and Brook*agreed to ask the draftsmaﬁ fér her
projects -~ @appears that Mr. Bryaﬁfis the designer, the
“thinker -~ to come down and give us a proposed plan for one of these
areas, |

And then, after anfl exciting half day full of good talk and
good projects, a;nd .h'igh hopes and little real productivity I weﬁt up-'

stairs and tumbled into bed very sleepy and began to sign mail and

-y

take the questions and reports from Patsy and Ashton . \, ol 4

; G, T ’
h ad been takew/ around on a very special tour and teay @he Harry

Jersiga from San Antonio whom I had seen the night before. He had
won the State of Texas award and had come to the National Wildlife

Federation Banquet, _ :
' ) ‘ ; : A &
It was nearly 6:30 when Lyndon came in for lunch bringing
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some staff with him. What a day it must have been! We were to

go to the. Capitol separately -~ I going on ahead with Luci and Pat,
‘and the staff wives whom I had asked to sit in the Gallery with me --

' Mary B(mdy and amazingly enough I heard it was the first time she |

hé.d ever been to a State of the Union s'peech in her fivé vears in
Washing‘;on. " How glad I am I asked her, There v‘vere s‘o many re;aséns
tog~~ ﬁrsf, I like them both 80 much; ‘ next he_ had been one of the
Paul Revere Riders for peace in.the"se last fe,"w weeks, had worked
mé,gnific:ntly on the speech and last and very sadly he ‘;:11 be leaving |
soon, so this is a part of saying goodbye . | I asked Marian Watson,
aﬂd Thedo. Califano and Mary Margaret., I didn't stagemanége |
my arrival well, getting there before the House had actually been
calléd into session -- sofne five or so minutes before they were
probably expecting me and therefore the standing qva,tion .Which the
First Lady; u‘sua;lly gets d.idn't have the sh.owrnvaﬁship it might have.
But it is .alwa,ys é night of great drama. First f;lnd foremost
fpr me I like to look dowp at the faces before me -- so many we have
wbrkgd with ashcx and loved throﬁgh the years{' bick Russ.ell; sitting
ctose to Mike Mansfield on a.fron't row, the comft:;rtahle and happy
countenance of Hali/Boggs, and it was exacﬂy from his direction that
I:heard the clapping beginning each time, as the evening wore on, and

there was a pangﬁf—- a'sql°t of salute when my eyes came to young .
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Harry Byrd, and not the Senator Harry Byrd I had known so many

years, In‘my Gallei'y I had asked the ladies to join me who had been

covering these 40 countries for Lyndon in this “ﬁ_rculea.n appeal for

peace -~ Dorothlk Goldberg on my right, next Marie Harriman,

She leaned over and seemed quite pleased to be there, au;d said this
was the first State of the ﬁnion 'Mess.age she 'had heard since Trumén.'s‘
time‘. Next Mary Bundy and then Mary Lasker ., then Matianna. She
and Tony were to have arrived in town .the next day, and I had phoned
them to see if they would like to corﬁe a day early and be present for
the State of the Uhion. Luci sat by. me on the aisle, and Tony beside

her, very‘ dignified, and qui‘cé distinguished looking, I thought. Be-

hind them were Nancy Mann and Nancy Williams, and behind 6&hmoax

them Pat -~ then on folding seats in the back the Roger Stevens whose

traveling, workbng, speaking’represgnting thié administratior; to all
the art groups in the country in a tireiess, selfless manner.

There is no doubt about it, the State of the Union Message,
for better vor fof WOI‘SE,I iwx is always one of thé great shows of the
yea;r. .Fishba,it_ Miller announces with pomp and ceremony and each
in 11is order files in, diplomatic corps year‘by year growing more
drab and western in their dress ~- only one African nation“ambassador
this timex could I spot in his flowing native robes. And the Supreme

Court and the President's Cabinet, and then finally The President of The

- United State's. ~And we all rose as-Lyndon came down the aisle, walking’
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briskly,' smiling to right and left, It is always an endurance

q

contest for ;p\el I wonder what it is like to hi ., There were

sofne strong reassurancés in it, We would go on with the Great |
Society to cbarry»'fo_rward With full vigor the great health and
education programs enacted last year. A line };.loved’;:;o meet
the growing menace of crime in thev streets." There were some

surprises -~ a proposal for a 4 year term for the House of

W o
Representatives, It must have been one bit of a bombshell to Uwﬂ«

help nations trying to control population growth by increasing our

research and by earmarking funds to help their efforts. One of

the best lines was '»"bwe must change to mé,sier change." What

I liked most of' all was a clear recital of the enormous effort we
have made in the lést weeks Qf 1965 for peace -- 200 priv#te talks
for peace in Vietnam wiktimx with friends and adversaries. Foi
20 days now we l;ave dropped no bomﬁs on North Vietnam. Top

emissaries have visited 40 countries, including talking to the Pope.

We have tadexx talked to more than 100 governments and informed

tke United Nations and called upon its members to help toward peace.

The speech had begun with about 7,000 words in its almost .
final form. It had to be hwxx hewed down to 4,000 to compress it

within the hour. That is drastlc surgery. Even so, I could hear.

I thought.
hu’n hurrymg too fast in the first portion gfgm In the last portion

the delivery was great.
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It was a colci, lethargic audience. It is true there were
about 57 api:»lauses. They were no? roars of enthusiasm by any smzmzxx
means, Almost no participation by the Republicans. After all, this :
is '66 and an'ele'cgtion year. I must say I watched in vain for approval
from old friends -~- Dick Russ‘ell', Senator McClel}.z_mﬁ, scant éc_
casioﬁal expression from Sen-ator Mansfield,

Then it was over within thé hour, I breathed a sigh of relief
although there is nothing tlldf reassures me it will be an éasy yeal;
or a good year from lisfening to the State of the Union or fyrom, looking

- at the Congress in front of rﬁe. We went down to the Speakers Office
where I met Lyndon and.kissed hiin)wishing I could convey solace

and reassurance with it, and we shook héhds all around -~ the usual '
first of the year warm greetiﬁgs. But even so there was a little bit
of the hilériogs atrﬁosphere missing from that normal social inter-
change. Or am I imagining?

Then back to the Wiw.ite House onc emore.— Round Mountain
fashion‘; ﬁat is, the women in one car and Lyndon following in another.
Marvin, Jack, Joe Califano, McGeorge Bundy and Jake camé in with
Lyndon. We all had drinks -~ even Lyndon forsaking his diet for
a Sootch, thank goodness., We got Zephyg¢r tio cut up our steak into

small bits and serve it with hot biscuits as an hors-d'ocuvre, and

Faa

that was dinner, and there was much talk and finally the New Year

J——

- is really on its way.
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I sat next to McGeorge a moment. He talked about the
speech, ‘Hé fhought it was éreat, he said. I was sorry to see any |
portion of his contribuk déleté_d, knidx but it had to come from 7, 000
to 4, OOOY. He said it is wonderful the way the Presicient has been
working tﬁis past week, listening imxx to everybody, considering
"all problenﬁs. and sides and alterﬁatives. I—Ie"said "y was. worried
abouf him last fall. " I said, ”What do you mean? Were you afraid v
he would die?" He laughbed énd said "No, cieath is not in him. I
was afraid he would not feel like working aé hé had been before,
but he does.. He has just been grcat. " |

| I went to bed feeling it was not a triumph, nét one of the-
greatest ones, but I was proud of it. And a last thought before I

r}

drifted off to sleep was a funny one, We haci an enthus1ast1c discussion

A
in the Red Room. "Mary, Brook?/Walter,Nash and I, We had

gotten t§ talking about the shorfages of labor for Park mainteﬁance,
and highway beautification and hurserymen and about the shortages
of pl#nt material itself. And Ma.ry said with an absolutely straight
face "How are we going to get the nurserymen to have enough stock
to plar’x't the whole Unlted States ?" That's the way it is. Controver’}r

and tr1v1a one day and mhxxedxx enthus1asm like a sallboat racing before

the wind the next!




