
A n o th e r  one of th o s e  d ay s  w hen  w e w oke up in  th e  m id d le  

of th e  n ig h t and  w e re  s le e p le s s  fo r  a w h ile  ta lk in g . T h e  g r e a t e s t  

b a lm  w ou ld  b e  9 s t r a ig h t  h o u r s  of s le e p !  L ynd o n  a n d  I  w e n t, j u s t  

th e  tw o o f u s ,  to  th e  N a tio n a l C ity  C h r is t ia n  C h u rc h , I t  w as  b i t te r  

co ld  b u t b r ig h t  w in te r  d ay , and  th e n  we h u r r i e d  h o m e  i n  t im e  to  s e e  

H u b e r t  H u m p h re y  on F a c e  th e  N a tio n , a  r a th e r  su b d u ed  H u b e rt bu t 

a  p lu s  I th o u g h t, a r t i c u la t e  and  d ig n if ie d . L yndon  h ad  h a d  a sk e d  

J a c k  B ro o k s  an d  th e  J a k e  P ic k le s  o v e r  f o r  d in n e r ,  an d  w e  had  

M e x ic a n  fo o d , w ith  L u c i  a n d  P a t  s i t t in g  w ith  u s  te l l in g  u s  w hat i t  

is  l ik e  to  b e  in  b o o t c a m p , an d  now  h e re  at An d r e w s .   I used th e  

p re ro g a tiv e  o f e v e r y  v o te r  a n d  a s k e d  m y  C o n g re s s m an  - -  if h e  had  

sp o k en  to  th e  M a y o r o r  the  G o v e rn o r  o r  D eW itt G r e e r  o f  th e  H ig h - 

w ay  D e p a r tm e n t a b o u t p la n tin g  th e  b lu e b o n n e t s e e d  a t  th e  A u stin  

A i r p o r t ,  a n d  a b o u t w o rk in g  on th e  e n tr a n c e s  to  A u s tin , p a r t i c u l a r ly  

th e  one th a t  c o m e s  in  f ro m  San A n to n io  o v e r  th e  lo v e ly  r o l l in g  c o u n try  

w h e re  you  h a v e  a  v iew  of th e  T e x a s  C a p ito l in  th e  v a l le y  b e lo w  y o u .

H e h a d  a n d  he w o u ld  a g a in  h e  p r o m is e d  m e .  D u rin g  lu n c h  L yndon d id  

tw o  o f th e  th in g s  th a t  e n d e a r  h im  to  m e .  H e a s k e d  J a c k  B ro o k s  w h a t h e  

th o u g h t a b o u t h im , L y n d o n , o f fe r in g  C la r k  T h o m p so n  a  jo b  p e rh a p s  

on th e  FD IC  o r  a s  a n  A m b a s s a d o r .  T h e re  is  no  doubt C la r k  h a s  b e e n  

a  l i b e r a l  o ften  s u p p o r tin g  th is  a d m in is t r a t io n  an d  th e  K e n n ed y  one

w h en  one h a r d ly  e x p e c te d  i t ,  an d  m y  h e a r t  is  w a rm  to  krDHscxx know  th a t  

L y n d o n  is  th in k in g  a b o u t w h a t h e , C la rk ,  is  fa c in g  n o w , and  w an ts  to
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h e lp  h im . T h e n  he  s a id  to  J a c k  B ro o k s  w ho w as go ing  in to  th e  

r e - d i s t r i c t i n g  o f T e x a s  C o n g re s s m e n  w ith  so m e b i t t e r n e s s ,  h is  

b a r b s  a im e d  m o s t ly  a t  J o h n . L y ndon  s a id  q u ite  c a lm ly ,  "N ow , J a c k ,  

you  ough t n o t to  g e t  m a d  a t  J o h n . I  d o n ' t  th in k  he  p la n n e d  t h i s .  I t 

j u s t  g o t b y  h im  in  th e  l a s t  n ig h t o f th e  s e s s i o n . "  I  d o u b t i f  h e  a ffe c ts  

th a t  p e p p e r y  young  man , b u t I h a te  to  s e e  the  e n e rg y  o f o u r  young 

coming d is sipate d ,  c u ttin g  e ac h  o th e r  u p .

T he  one th in g  th a t  I lo n g  fo r  L y n d o n  to  do is  le a v e  a  good

im p r in t ,  to  le a v e  so m e  te a c h in g  to  th e  y o u n g e r  m e n  in  th e  C o n g re s s
w ith  w hom

a n d  in  th e  g o v e rn m e n t iffxixsiKibcii h e  w o r k s .

L a te r  on I in te rv ie w e d  a  c h e f  Monsieur Mussiay,  > a n d  th e n

w en t b o w lin g  w ith L iz .  F o u r  g a m e s .  M y b e s t  s c o r e  w a s  M&oc

149. T h en  b a c k  u p s ta i r s  to  r e a d  an d  r e s t  a  b i t .  L y n d o n  h a d  been  

ta k in g  a  n ap  an d  te le p h o n in g . A nd th e n  i t  w as th e  n ic e s t  t im e of th e  

d ay  - -  a  d in n e r  I  h a d  p la n n e d  to  be ju s t  a  q u ie t  in fo r m a l  k in d  of ta lk  

d in n e r  w ith  s e v e r a l  o f th e  c o u p le s  I en jo y  m o s t :  th e  F r e e m a n s ,  the  U d a lls ,  

th e  c o u p le  I  do n o t know  w e ll a n d  w an t to ,  th e  D av id  B e l l s ,  an d  I  w as  

p a r t i c u l a r ly  g la d  th a t  th e  H u m p h re y s  w e re  c o m in g . W e h a d  n o t s e e n  

m u c h  of th e m  q u ie tly  l a te ly .

T he  o ld  l in e  th a t  w a s  u s e d  on us in c r e a s in g ly  in  l a t e  '62 

th ro u g h o u t '63 - -  "w h a te v e r  b e c a m e  of L yndon  Jo h n so n ?"- -  h a s  now b e e n
U ‘

c h an g e d   s l ig h t ly  to  r e a d  "W h a te v e r  b e c a m e  o f H u b e r t  H u m p h re y?"  and

a p p e a r s  in c r e a s in g ly .  We b o th  h u r t  fo r  h im , I  th in k . W e s e e  i t .



F r o n t  p a g e  a n d  e d i to r ia l  p a g e . It h a s  b e e n  bad  l a t e ly ,  L y n d o n  

p a s s e s  m e  a  p a p e r ,  a n  A lso p  c o lu m n  o r  K ra f t  c o lu m n , R o w lan d
V. .

E v a n s  c o lu m n , P e a r s o n  c o lu m n , a l l  a  s o r t  o f c o n s p ir a c y  o f  "Le t 's

c u t h im  u p ."  M y b e s t  a n t i d o t e  is  no t to  r e a d  th e m . I t  s a v e s  e n e rg y

fo r  do ing  s o m e t h i n g  useful. The  V a le n tis  c a m e  w ith  C o u r tn e y , a n d  sh e

an d  th e  p u p p i e s  w e re  th e  s t a r s  o f th e  e v e n in g . L u c i  b r o u g h t  in

P a t  an d  in tro d u c e d  h im  a l l  a ro u n d

M u r i e l  and  I  ta lk e d  a b o u t w h a t a  b u s y  s p r in g  and  s u m m e r

we w ould  h a v e  w ith  tw o w ed d in g s  co m in g  u p , a b o u t th e  b ig  re c e p t io n

sh e  w a n ts  to  g iv e  f o r  u s ,  th a t  i s ,  th e  C o n g re s s  to  g iv e  f o r  u s  on th e

w e s t  t e r r a c e  o f th e  C a p ito l .  L e e  and  J a n e  an d  I  ta lk e d  a b o u t a  te a

to  g a th e r  to g e th e r  p a s t  s p e a k e r s  an d  p o s s ib le  s p e a k e r s  s o  th a t  we

c o u ld  s a y  y e s  to  so m e  of th e  g r e a t  flo o d  of in v i ta t io n s ,  b e a u t i f ic a t io n

g a th e r in g s ,  th a t  k e ep  on co m in g  in .  T ru d y e  F o w le r  h a s  a g re e d  to

be th e  c h a i r m a n .

A nd I h ad  a  c h a n c e  to  l i s t e n  to  D av id  B e e l  - - a  m o s t  a t t r a c t i v e

an d  k n o w le g ab le  m a n . I a s k e d  h im  w h a t w e re  s o m e  o f th e  s u c c e s s
^  / i  t

s to r i e s  a t  AID.  H e s a id  f i r s t  an d  f o r e m o s t  T a i w a n  w hich  we 

" h ad  b u tto n e d  up an d  l e f t ". T h e n  P a k i s ta n  w h e re  e v e r y  d o l la r  he  b e l ie v e d  

h a d  b e e n  w e ll s p e n t .  A nd K o re a ,  a lth o u g h  10 y ea r s  ag o  y o u  w o u ld n 't

. L. . . .

h a v e  b e l ie v e d i t  c o u ld  b e . A ID  in  th e  D o m in ic a n  R e p u b lic  so u n d s  l ik e  a  s c n c o j

h o r r o r .  H e a ls o  ta lk e d  of T ony  a n d  h is  t r i p ,  one p o s i t iv e  r e s u l t  of 

w h ich  w as to  g e t f r e ig h t  r a t e s  lo w e re d  on th e  h a n d ic r a f ts  w h ich  th e y
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sh ip  f r o m  P e r u  by  a  s iz e a b le  a m o u n t, and  an  in c r e a s e d  e f fo r t  w ith  

s o m e  p r o m is e  o f s u c c e s s  to   fin d  m a r k e ts  in  E u ro p e  a s  w e ll 

a s  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s .

A nd S te w a r t  an d  I  ta lk e d  a b o u t how  w e m ig h t  s e t  abou t 

d e v e lo p in g  a  p a r k  a c r o s s  f r o m  o u r  h o u se ; m a y b e  a  t r i p  th is  s p r in g  

w ith  so m e  good  d e s ig n e r s .  H e sp o k e  of N a t O w ings, a n d  I  th o u g h t th a t  

w as sh o o tin g  too  h ig h . A nd of so m e th in g  I  r e a l ly  lo n g  to  do - -  go 

dow n th e  R io  G ra n d e  on a  r a f t  th ro u g h  th e  B ig  B end  C o u n try !  I 

found  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  th a t  m o s t  of th e  la n d  fo r  th e  B ig  B end  C o u n try  h ad  

b e e n  p u r c h a s e d  b y  p r iv a te  s u b s c r ip t io n  b e c a u s e  o f th e  e n th u s ia s m  

a n d  p la in  b u ll-d o g g in g  o f A m on  C a r t e r .   U n til r e c e n t ly  i t  h a s  b e e n  

th e  p o lic y  of th e  g o v e rn m e n t n o t to  p u r c h a s e  l and  f o r  n a t io n a l  p a r k s  

b u t j u s t  to  a c c e p t  la n d  fo r  m a in te n a n c e  th a t  h a s  b e en  p u r c h a s e d  an d  

d o n a te d  by  c i t i z e n s .

L y ndon  in  h is  ro c k in g  c h a i r  w as a  r e la x e d  a n d  a m u s in g  

h o s t .   E v e ry b o d y  ta lk e d .   It w as  a  h ap p y  e v e n in g .  W e do fe e l  w e a r e  

a  l i t t l e  c l o s e r  IxkMxe asctsx. a d m in is t r a t iv e  te a m  b e c a u s e  o f i t .   I  know  

th a t  I  a t  l e a s t  fe e l  fo n d e r  o f a n d  c lo s e r  to  th e m .

E a r l i e r  in  th e  day  I  h a d  ta lk e d  to  C a c tu s  P r y o r  ab o u t th e  

d o c u m e n ta ry  on b e a u t i f ic a t io n  in  A u s tin  i t s e l f  th a t  h e  i s  t ry in g  to  

p u t to g e th e r  s o m e t im e  d u rin g  th e  s p r in g .  H e w as up h e r e  to  e m c e e  

a  touch down d in n e r  a t  w h ic h  25 p e o p le  m a d e  s p e e c h e s .  P o o r  

H u b e r t  a r r i v e d  to  d e l iv e r  h is  w o rd s  a b o u t 12 :15 . C a c tu s  in  an  in tro d u c t io n



s a id  th a t  E v e r e t t  D irk s e n  w as to  o r a to r y  w hat R ic h a rd  B u r to n

w as to  s e x !  O ne r e a l i ty  to  the  d ay  - - i n  th e  b e a u ty  f i e l d  - -  w as 

a  r a th e r  s t a r k ,  m o d e r n is t ic  lo o k in g  p ic tu r e  in  c o lo r  on th e  f ro n t 

p a g e  o f th e  S ta r  m a g a z in e  s e c t io n  of th e  ro w  on  ro w  of c h e r r y  

feKSisdJex t r e e s  p la n te d  on th e  W ash in g to n  M o n u m en t G ro u n d s ,  and 

one in te r e s t in g  p r o s p e c t  fo r  th e  fu tu re  w as a  r e q u e s t  f r o m  L ook 

to  do a  s to r y  on th e  w ild f lo w e rs  a ro u n d  h o m e , th e  w ho le  c o u n try  

s id e  an d  th e  l i t t l e  I h av e  d o n e .
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