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W ednesday , J a n u a ry  19th was full of a c t iv i ty ,  and  hopefully  

som e a c h ie v e m e n t .  In the  m o rn in g  th e re  w e re  th o se  n e c e s s a r y  th ings  

of f i t t in g  c lo th es  w ith  L uc inda , who is such  a d e a r ,  and then  m y  \fcfiH 

v o la t i le  f r i e n d  J e a n  L o u is ,  and  th e n  back fo r  the  big even t of the day, 

the  b e au tif ic a t io n  m e e t in g  a t  2:30.

F i r s t  t h e r e  w as a  p ic tu re  of the co m m it te e  a t  the foot of the 

s t a i r s  w h e re  we a lw ay s  take  p ic tu r e s  of s ta te  v i s i to r s  - -  a  good 

r e p re s e n ta t io n ,  Stu U dall ,  K atie  L ouchhe im , N at O w ings , L ibby 

Row e, W alte r  Tobriner,  > B il l  W alton, W alte r  W ashington , the
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in d isp e n sa b le  N ash  C a s t ro ,  and  o u r  th r e e  p r e s s  m e m b e r s  Rudolph
and  a

K auffm an, W alker  S tone, an d  Kay G ra h a m , /   good m an y  of the  o th e r  
 ^  

m e m b e r s ,  lacking sadly  - He n r y  [Diamond?] and Laurance Ro ck e fe l le r  who a r e  both

in  H aw aii.

I t  w as a  day of r e p o r t s .  G e n e ra l  Duke, en g in e e r  c o m m is s io n e r  

fo r  th e  D i s t r i c t  H ighw ay D e p a r tm e n t ,  r e p o r te d  on the  jo in t e f fo r ts  of 

th e  D is t r i c t ,  M ary lan d  and V irg in ia ,  to  im p ro v e  the h ighw ay a p p ro a c h e s  

to  the  C a p ito l .  M a ry lan d  w ill land scap e  two m a jo r  a p p ro a c h e s ,  and 

V irg in ia  h as  th r ee  p r o je c t s .  The D is t r ic t  highway d e p a r tm e n t  w ill 

h ave  f ive  new a r e a s ,  including doleful New Y ork  A venue, and in 

add it ion  te n  p e rm a n e n t  e n t r a n c e  s ig n s .  And the N ationa l P a r k  S e rv ic e ,  . 

th a t  g r e a t e s t  r e s e r v o i r  of h e lp ,  h a s  fo u r  p ro je c t s  a t  m a jo r  e n t r a n c e s ,  

and  in add ition  new  bloom s a l l  along the love ly  G eorge  W ashington 

P a rk w a y  f ro m  the N ational A i r p o r t  p a s t  the 14th S tre e t  B r id g e .  A ll
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of th is  is the r e s u l t  of a  co o p e ra t iv e  e f fo r t  th a t  M a ry  L a s k e r  got 

going on D e c e m b e r  1 s t.  In Lynd o n 's  w o rd s ,  she  is  a  "c a n  do" w om an.

Then  a  S co tsm an , who looked  like  he was r ig h t  off th e  s ta g e ,  

with a  big m u s t a c h e  and a  s ta c c a to  d e l iv e ry  f a s t e r  than  I could  h e a r ,  

ta lk e d  to  u s  about the  p sycho logy  of the  W ashington  a r e a .  He had  

been  h i r e d  by  th e  P lann ing  C o m m iss io n  .to m a k e  a  c o m p re h e n s iv e

p lan  fo r  la n d sc ap in g  the  D is t r ic t .  But like L yndon 's

s to r y  about the l i t t le  boy in schoo l who had to do a  th em e  on F in la n d, ----

ĥ i s f a th e r  in the  State  D e p a r tm e n t  b rough t h im  a whole b u sh e l  b ask e t  

fu ll  of pa mphl e t s  - -  I,  too , f e l t  th is  is  m o r e  abou t the s u b je c t  

C t h a n  I want to  know.

And th en  S u t t o n  J e t t  spoke about what is  com ing

up th is  S p r ing . It is  som e 400 ,000  bulbs in  67 a r e a s  in  lo c a l  p a r k s ,  

and  in  add ition  R ock  C r e e k  and the  P o to m a c  P a rk w a y ,  and 15 ,000  

t r e e s  x h x  and sh ru b s  fo r  w hich La u r a n c e  R o c k e fe l le r  gave th e  m o n ey  

l e s s  than  a  y e a r  ag o .  T hey  have a t a s k  fo rc e  -- 6 la n d sc a p e  a r c h i te c t s  

in  the N ational P a r k  S e rv ic e  w ork ing  on 6 1 add it io n a l a r e a s .  I fee l  

t h e r e  is  one p a r t  of the  g o v e rn m en t I have  com e to know th is  y e a r  

and th a t  i s  th e  N ationa l P a r k  S e rv ic e .

T hen Bi l l  W alton r e p o r te d  on a  p ilo t  p r o je c t  th a t  is  being s e t  

up to  m a k e  an  ex is t in g  p a rk in g  lo t  look good with p lan ting  and  s c re e n in g .

( ) A lso  on a p r o je c t  to des ig n  c ity  s t r e e t  s igns  with b e t te r  t a s t e .  Stu

U dall to ld  us about som e le g is la t io n  th a t  is  u nder  way to e s ta b l i s h  a
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v is i to r s c e n te r  in  W ashington , and a t  l a s t  m y  f r ie n d  W alte r  W ashington

b ro u g h t  us  up to date  on the  sch o o l s i tu a t io n .  Nine sch o o ls  have been

com ple ted  w ith  51 m o r e  on the  "m u s t"  l i s t .  He gets  r ig h t  down to

peop le  in  h is  r e p o r t s ,  and in je c ts  m o r e  e n th u s ia sm .  He m a k e s  m e

want to  go to w o rk  m o re  than  any  one of t h e m .  La s t ,  N ash  C a s t ro

announced  the  donations  th a t  have co m e in s in c e  we l a s t  m e t .  The

W ashing ton  P o s t  and  Kay G rah am 's $15,000.  $12 ,000  f ro m  the

A m e r ic a n  A s so c ia t io n  of N u r s e r y m e n .   $10,000 f ro m  the  M a r t in

F o u n d a tio n . And K atie  and  W alte r  L ouchhe im  som eth in g  o v e r  $ 5 ,0 0 0 ,

and  I a m  v e ry  p ro u d  to  s a y  $5 ,0 0 0  f ro m  H ouston, T e x a s ,  f ro m

O lga W eiss  ( ? ) .  $2500 .00  f ro m  the  Na tion a l  G eo g rap h ic

S ocie ty .  And o th e rs  ra n g in g  to  $1.21 f ro m  the  e le m e n ta ry  schoo l
C ity ,

c h i ld re n  of N evada /  C a lif .   Stu had a l r e a d y  announced a  g r e a t  

gift f ro m  the M ellons  of $409 ,000  for L a fey e t te  P a r k  w hich  w ent 

d i r e c t  to  the  Natio n a l  P a r k  S e rv ic e .   Then  I inv ited  ev e ry b o d y  in fo r  

t e a  and m o re  ta lk .  It tu rn e d  out to  be c o c k ta i l s .  I than k ed  Kay fo r  

h e r  c o n tr ib u tio n ,  P o lly  fo r  m ak in g  g re e n  thum b a r e a l i ty ,  a sk ed  

p o o r  b e le a g u re d  W a lte r  T o b r i n e r  t o p le a s e  s t a r t  c lean in g  up 

the  m a g n o l ia s  on the  m e d ia n  s t r i p  on C o n n e c t i c u t  A venue, met and 

app lauded  M r .  Rit ten  of the  V irg in ia  Highway D e p a r tm e n t ,  and  M r .  

A tk ins of the  M a ry lan d  Highway D e p a r tm e n t  fo r  th e i r  sw ift  and good 

a c t io n .  T a lk e d  with B ill  W alton about d r iv in g  a long New Y ork  A venue
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s o m e t im e ,  and with L ibby whom I b e l ie v e  fe e ls  th a t  the f re e w a y s  a r e

g ian t brontosaurus  devouring  o u r  co u n try .

And th en  everyone  was gone about f iv e - th i r ty ,  and  th e r e

w e re  h o u rs  to  d ic ta te  and r e a d  and w o rk .  F in a l ly ,  about te n - f i f te e n

I w ent o v e r  to  L yndon 's  office to  s e e  if  I could  b r in g  h im  an d  h is

w o rk  hom e along w ith  w hoever  was t h e r e .  He was in  h is  s m a l l  office

with H a r r y  M c P h e rs o n  and  Joe  C a lifan o . T h ey  w e re  ta lk in g  about

le g is la t io n ,  in the m e s s a g e  to C o n g re s s  about the  fo u r  y e a r  t e r m

fo r  C o n g re s s m e n .  It w as n e a r ly  e leven  when I got th em  h o m e .

Z e p h y r  had  a  good d in n er  fo r  u s .  Lyndon a te  e n t i r e ly  too m u c h .  He

is  gain ing  once m o r e  a f te r  4 - 1 /2  m o n th s  of the  m o s t  r ig id  s e l f -

d isc ip l in e .  , /  >

It had  been  a  fu ll  day .  asnak  Indira Ghandi  had  b e e n  n a m e d
woun d

In d ia 's  P r im e  M in is te r .   The In au g u ra l  C o m m it te e  had up i ts
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jBjdk  w o rk  and Dale M il le r  a f te r  leav in g  a  pad  of $ 50,000 fo r  the

n ex t  In au g u ra l  had  donated the r e m a in in g  $25 ,000  to  the  S oc ie ty  fo r  
C ap ito l .

a  M o re  B e a u t i fu l  ̂   Susan  is  in the  h o sp ita l  w ith  b leed ing  u l c e r s .   So 

t h e r e  is  m uch  to  w o r ry  about, to  w ork  a t ,  to  be thankfu l f o r .

D uring  d in n er  Lyndon ta lk ed  about the  n e w s p a p e r s ,  and th e i r  

m oun ting  h o s t i l i ty ,  and day  by day s l ic in g  of h im .   He s a id ,  "We a r e  

too c lo se  to  A p p o m a tto x . . .  T h e se  bigoted  Y ankees  w on 't  l e t

m e  un ite  the  c o u n try .   T hey  w on 't  l e t  m e  be P r e s id e n t  of a l l  the



p e o p le . "   It was n e a r ly  l : 00 when H a r ry  and J o e  le f t ,  and unhapp ily

Lyndon r e a d  the  p a p e r .   If  aidaxxaaiKJ&KBiKx  only I could  s top  the

night re a d in g  and  the p a p e r ,  and  save  the  p ro b le m s  fo r  m o rn in g ,

we would s le e p  b e t t e r !   D rew  P e a r so n had a  co lu m n  w hich s a id  L u c i  
two

had  fa i le d   tsssc  su b je c ts  and had  e n g in e e re d  P a t 's  t r a n s f e r  to  W ash ing ton .  

Both l i e s .   B ut how do you m e e t  h im  in  h is  a r e n a ?   F e e l in g  in f in i te ly  

s o r r y  fo r  Lyndon and P a t  and  L u c i,  I  n e v e r th e le s s  m a n a g e d  to go to 

s le e p  about one o 'c lo c k .

A n o th er  slug in the  p e r s o n a l  v en d e tta  - - a  t h r e e  co lum n  s to r y  

^ a b o u t  Tony be ing  off on a  t r i p  fo r  AID  a t  $7 5 .0 0  a  day; a  s to r y  abou t
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the  f i r s t  N eg ro  in  the  C ab ine t r a t e d  a  th i rd  a s  m u c h .


