January 23, 1966
Sunday

;j?.At la st we sleﬁt rather well. It was a day full of
people. I suggested we gofto Lyndon's church., Dr.
Davis is a comfort to him. And I seek out comforts:
for him 1ike & mother seeking medicines for a éick
child:~—ﬁhgry'thoagh I get at hlm when he reacts to.
the poison in the newspapers.ﬁ*ﬁarbed words atb anybody
I love. Lyndon asked Lloyd and Anne Hand and the Wood-
wards and of course the g%ims and Mary Margaret and
Jack to go with.us. So we were quite an entourage enel/
roube to church. And sure.énough the preachef took
his text rather personally on the Siate’of{the Union
with accent on Viétnam which causes me to flinch. And
one line was about life;-notVietnam, and went some-
thing like this. “It will be a long, iong struggle.”

Somehow that pﬁt}things.into befspaétive to me. Then

suddenly Lyndon 1eéned’over and laughed quietly to me

and said "you are just like George Smather's Brbthér".

That's a family joke. Nobobdy else would know what he

meant. I dia exactly. For years Senator George

Smathers had been railing whenever any columnist/xgg

quite frequently Pearson, took out after him, Hisv

b
anker brother would say "Now}George, you just ought not

to pay that any mind, nobody reads it much, it doesn't
matter. "Am then suddenly)unexplicably one day , MNr.

Pearson took out after George’s banker bro ther Sor somé
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action on the part of his bank. Brother was immediatly
- ’ l' .
furious, distraught. Lyndon said‘#ou can tell me how

' to handle it, but then when they take out’after Tony

i _ _
and Luecl it's a different matter. Somehow that released

the tensions of the last wsek and I am once more con-

vihced I shall go on 1iving! Everybody stayed for lunch.

Courtney Valenti came down and went through her adorable

routine of "I love the Pres", playing with the puppies,
climbing all over Lyndon." She is one of his chief

sources of laughter and relaxétioﬁ these days. She and

a~ _
. the puppies argAunbeatable team.

We watched Sahator Russell tong on TV at
12:30., His daddy would have been proud of him. Fresh,
candid, articulate, tough, abSolutely natural. I
thought he was gﬁeat. Lyndon, in & gesture which is =0
typical of him, called him at the studio the‘minute’he
finiShed; to congratﬁlate him and to ask him to come
over and eat with use. Then Ambassador Harriman‘caﬁe on .

Describing his visits to all the foreign capitals in

search of peace. Vilth the aura of so many years experiénce o

in authority around him.—~§ids to about five presidents,
I think it is.__I wasbproud to have him on our tesm.

Wie called him and Marie also and then Catherine Long,
Anne, and Lloyd end I discussed how we could maké the
teas for the Ambessadors wives more $stenesbting intimate

and fun and brillient. Perhaps I tried to make them
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to§ informal. Certéinly I can bone up beﬁter when all
the biobraphieseﬁggybx them. But not when they are
crowded in as one event among six in the day. And
Voody who truly loves Lynda.Bird planped with me on
how to make dayé etween terms gayer?*pThen the guests
were gone and I %E;Erdown to read the interminable

papers of Sundaj. Among them, one of the results of

" the much badgered security check on telegé;g;t.’On the

1924 switchboard, nine operators at ?eak hours. We
handle more than 15,000 incoming and outgoing calls a
day on an aversage. We have got to reathe? out the

whole thing and must work, work, work on ernomy and

‘nobody likes economy when it touches them. As a result

of our study, of all the contacts in the Wnite House,

the amazing total of more than 51 OOO unfriendly

contacts was revealed._ Ranging all the way from

g 166 picketings Qx;r%t?f*‘

stocking up over 300 un-welcome v1sitors at the main

gbusive telephone éalls and letters

gain, 112 of whom were actually arrested or committed

for mental observations. Last andnmost.extraeordinary

seven persons who were apprehendedAcaught climbing the

fence. Of all the thlngs that beset us, physical

danger is the last I would worry about." One inter-

esting thlng in the paper, The District of Columﬁia is
going to get$83,000 as a grant for beautifying the

urban beautification provision, of last year'skNational
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Housing Act. Wno mlese is going to get the.first
ellocation? Pittsburg end New Haven. ’Mayof Richard
Lee is always ready with én efficien£ list of just what

'he needs, where he is going to put 1t and pre@ty good;

- proof of ho%;v it will be dollars well spent. Then I
read a Who.Done it with complete abandon and went to
sleep.. | | _ |

.Before I did I had given Lyndon a list of
people, any of whom I woudd like to see for dinner and.
qulckly put in calls and we wound up the delightﬁul
group coming for‘seven. The Tom Manns,.next to Tony

'and'Pat.,l‘feel most hurt for and most angry aboutiquhq'
John Macy*s. Tyler and Bess. ;iﬁé Arthur k}ims were
our homse guests. Then when T awoke about sim I found
that Lyndon had added the Vice President. I am always
glad I remember when werwers Vice President I likeﬁ
for him to be contlnaally reassured of our fondness for
him ﬁgd our belief in him. Although I remember the
hilarlous remark that Lyndon made about him once'—-If I

- could just bread:s him to Calvin COTlidgeT No explana—
tion hecessary. As the guests began to arrive. We were

" glued to the TV'in the little West Hall watching th‘a‘t
mirable of Tel -Star,which Dean Rusk was being inter-
viwed by newspaper men in Rome, Paris, Bonn, London,_——

a commentary on human kind that none of us gavse any real
thought tojthe miracle of Tel-Sta 1
hope that gust hold. If man can §oTERSS fcaﬂdhxet what
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possibly turn his talentsﬂsolving disputes short of
desfruction7 Rusk was magnificant. I would like to
give him an A-plus'and my undying gratitude~as a citizen
and as the wife of the Presidentkén whose Cabinet he
plays such a part. - Even managed to get gﬁ;& iittle
note of mild humor when some correspondent handed him

a double barrelled question about Rhodesia and South
Africa and he sald 'ﬁf you don't mind I'd like to

take my crises one‘at‘a time"; I tip-toed out greeting
each new couple and getting drinks while we listened
spell bound for wvhat must have been an hour."Then we
went into the ?%llow'&pom end for once disolved into
groups. I asked John Macy and Kermit Gordon to join

me on the far sofa and we talked ébout thekjgbrary.

Tom Mann came over with us. I told Kermit how s had

noped he would be with us on our initial wonderful day -

- in November in the lattle house where Lyndon was born.

Wnat an aggregation of talent. é;ﬁ?’%;eat days '65
;
for me. That we all tried to think it,into E&lng. ow

we have made & step. We have gotten an architect for

the Library. This was news to Mécy. And the question

before us a Director. I sought th help in searchlng

ﬂvww
their minds in the Academic Wo£¥w who is also a great
salemman and an 1nspirer. Macy gave me the names of

t#o more schools that our committee mlght go to see inv,

order to set up a budget. The Political SGience School :
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“in Syracdse;\the Uni versity there and one in Chicago.

<H’One of the most interesting parts'df the evening I

spent with Tom Mann. I believe that some day he may

_ have a chair of Latin American-U.S. Relatlonsﬁn that

school. He said he loved, next to his own country,
Mexido., It seems to me he has at once a very sentimental
earthy understanding love of it, coupled with a bold
knowledge of all the}fraiiities and short-comings. Of
a popular attitude, one applauded in the p ess,

toward the Latin countries, a sort of evangelical

" do-good-ism, He said when he was a little boy he had

lice and white~spots and'whatever they are and all the
thlngs you get from ﬂyﬂying with little Mexican boys.
He spent his llfe with them. He had a strange life |
about which.he.is guite silent. 35; knew that he had
.had three thildren and that two were dead. And some
other§ I had heard, thaﬁ one of thsm;diéd from an
amedic disease contractedizhe of theJSouth.American
tours of duty. He is made of tough fibre but a love-
able man. They were such interesting people all.
These evenings are'serving the purpdse I Wanted.‘ To ‘
make our Administration feel more_cl§se1y mnit. More a
part of‘each other, Of course Hubert livens up any
evening. Just as they were about to leave, there was
talk of sending { medical teams,%ricultural know-how

teams{/headed by Freeman himself,/%o Vietnam. Another

i AR o s
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man's

and different phase of ﬁnis/mightysearch for peace.
The question is/ 256 we getting it across to the worlgﬁ.
Somewhere in the'evening,’Lﬁndon had had a long kim
talk with Arthur k}im.- And a disturbing one it'must
" have been. k}im had beenkanalyzing the state of'affairé
 at the bemocratic National Committee and they are )
bad. Heavily in debt. The creditors préssing'and
- who is there4to.go out and make the fund-raiéing
speedheé? Always the.answer is one more job for the
President. _' |

A little vigneﬁg of the evening 8 conversa-
“tion Lyndoqlsaying to thiimen‘fhe thing I want most is
a tax bill by April 15th. Then he kept on predicting
the dire prospects, legislative—wiqe for 1966, MeaSure
after measure were failed. we will not pass much this
yea;?Kermit Gordon Said mildly, It seems to meer.
vPresident\this was the way you were talking in January
1965.” From the children there is good hews. Lynda
Bird actually thinks she is doing ﬁretty'good in herl
finals.'.Anﬁ.she interrupted a telephone dall fromlne’
to say:&ama you'll have to wait, there's George callingjl

He 1s part of the wine of life. Exciting md heady.
And it is highbtime she had some. Two bits in the paper
today. One that the First Lédy never would compete with
the best dfessed! Another that“the beautiful peoplénare‘

. all heading for Ac¢apulco and then in listlng the beauti-
ful people there was Lynda Bird's name. I was mildly
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pleaséd Luci is happy too. In spite of the press -
story. (Incidentally she is praying for them. The
press people, I mean) She came down off of Cloud 9
long enough 1ast night to bring us in a large box to
open up in front of th'e- MéNamarafjs and the k’rims ‘énd

show us the result of her day of shopping. She and Pat

‘had been looking for their silver and china and

O v

crystal. Her‘ taste was beautlful Exquisltel-}f-—mega

- white with a chaste gold border for her formal china.'

And pesat 01d Marylend for her silver. Everything
except theiimoge} she ggsures 1ue Wlll be an American

product. §he has her heart set on the iimoges Hope-

fully, but uncertainly.




