
Ja n u a ry  2 3 ,  1966 
(  Sunday

vjO

At l a s t  we s l e p t  r a t h e r  w e l l .   I t  was a day f u l l  of 

p e o p le .  I  s u g g e s te d  we go to  L yndon 's  c h u rc h .  D r.

D avis i s  a  com fort to  h im . And I  seek  o u t  c o m fo r ts  

f o r  him  l i k e  a m other seek in g  m e d ic in e s  f o r  a  s i c k
Cl -

c h i l d . — An g r y  though  I  g e t  a t  him when he r e a c t s  to  

the  p o is o n  in  th e  new spapers  - - b a rb e d  words a t  anybody 

I  lo v e .  Lyndon asked  L loyd  and Anne Hand and th e  Wood-  

wards and o f  c o u r s e  th e  Krims and Mary M arg are t  and 

Jack to  go w i th  u s .  So we w ere q u i t e  an e n to u ra g e  e n -  

r o u te  to  c h u rc h .  And s u r e  enough th e  p re a c h e r  to o k  

h i s  t e x t  r a t h e r  p e r s o n a l l y  on th e  S ta t e  of t h e  Union 

^  w ith  a c c e n t  on Vietnam w hich c a u s e s  me to  f l i n c h .  And

one l i n e  was abou t l i f e ,  n o t V ietnam , and went s ome-
iV

t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .   "I t  w i l l  be a lo n g ,  long  s t r u g g l e ." 

'^Somehow t h a t  p u t  t h i n g s  in to  p e r s p e c t iv e  to  me. Then 

su d d e n ly  Lyndon le a n e d  o v e r  and lau g h ed  q u i e t l y  to  me 

and s a id  " you a r e  j u s t  l i k e  George S m a t h e r s ' b r o t h e r " .  

T h a t ' s a  f a m ily  jo k e .  N o b o d y  e l s e  would know w hat he 

m ean t .  I  d id  e x a c t l y .  For y e a r s  S e n a to r  George 

Sm athers had  been r a i l i n g  w henever any c o lu m n is t  who was 

q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  P e a rs o n ,  to o k  o u t  a f t e r  him . H is  

b a n k e r  b r o th e r  would s a y  "Now, George, you j u s t  ought n o t  

to  pay  t h a t  any mind, nobody r e a d s  i t  much, i t  d o e s n ' t  

 ̂ m a t t e r . "  And th en suddenly^ u n e x p l i c a b ly  one day  , Mr.

Pearson  to o k  o u t a f t e r  G e o rg e 's  b an k er  b r o th e r  f or  some
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a c t io n  on th e  p a r t  of h i s  ban k .   B ro th e r  was i mmediatel y  

f u r i o u s ,  d i s t r a u g h t .  Lyndon s a i d  "you can t e l l  me how 

to  h a n d le  i t ,  b u t  then  when th e y  ta k e  o u t  a f t e r  Tony

and L u c i  i t ' s  a  d i f f e r e n t  m a t t e r . " Somehow t h a t  r e l e a s e d  

th e  t e n s io n s  o f  th e  l a s t  w e ek  and I  am once more con-  

v in c e d  I  s h a l l  go on l i v i n g !  Everybody s ta y e d  f o r  lu n c h .  

C o u rtn ey  V a le n t i  came down and w ent th ro u g h  h e r  ad o ra b le  

r o u t in e  o f " I  lo v e  the P r e s " ,  p la y in g  wi t h  th e  p u p p ie s ,  

c l im b in g  a l l  o v e r  L yndon .  She i s  one o f h i s  c h i e f

s o u r c e s  o f  l a u g h t e r  and r e l a x a t i o n  th e s e  d a y s .  She and
lL/^

th e  p u p p ie s  a r e  an u n b e a ta b le  team .

We w atched  S e n a to r  R u s s e l l  Long on TV a t

1 2 :3 0 .  H is daddy would have been proud of him. Fr e s h ,

c a n d id ,  a r t i c u l a t e ,  to u g h ,  a b s o l u t e l y  n a t u r a l ,  I

th o u g h t  he was g r e a t .  Lyndon, in  a  g e s tu re  w hich i s  so

t y p i c a l  of h im , c a l l e d  him a t  th e  s tu d io  th e  m inu te  he

f i n i s h e d ,  to  c o n g r a t u l a t e  him and to  a sk  him to  come

over  and e a t  w ith  u s .  Then Ambassador H arrim an came on .

D e s c r ib in g  h i s  v i s i t s  to  a l l  th e  f o r e i g n  c a p i t a l s  in

s e a r c h  o f  p e a c e .  With th e  a u ra  of s o  many y e a r s  e x p e r ie n c e
a, ■

in  a u t h o r i t y  around h im -—/ Aid e  to  abou t f iv e  p r e s i d e n t s ,

I  t h i n k  i t  is,^— I  was proud  to  hav e  him on o u r  team .

We c a l l e d  him and M arie a l s o  and th e n  C a th e r in e  Long,

Anne, and L loyd and I  d i s c u s s e d  how we cou ld  make the 

t e a s  f o r  t h e  Ambassadors w ives  more  i n t im a te  

and f u n  and b r i l l i a n t .  Perhaps I  t r i e d  to  make them

-  2  -



(

to o  in f o r m a l .  C e r t a i n l y  I  can b o n e  up b e t t e r  when  a l l  , 

th e  b i o g r a p h i e s come of them . But n o t  when t h e y  a re  

crowded in  as  one even t among s i x  in  t h e  day. And 

Woody who t r u l y  lo v e s  Lynda B ird  p la n n e d  w i th  me on
-Jb

how to  make days between te rm s  g ay e r . '^   Then the  g u e s t s  

were gone and I  lay  down to  r e a d  th e  in te rm in a b le  

p a p e rs  o f  Sunday. Among them , one of the  r e s u l t s  of* 

th e  much b a d g e re d  s e c u r i t y  check on t e l e phones ^  On th e  

1924 s w itc h b o a rd ,  n in e  o p e r a to r s  a t  peak  h o u r s .  We 

h a n d le  more th a n  15 ,000  incom ing and o u tg o in g  c a l l s  a 

d ay  on an a v e ra g e .  We have g o t  to  r e a s o n  ou t th e  

whole t h i n g  and must w ork, work, work on economy and 

nobody l i k e s  economy when i t  to u c h e s  them . As a  r e s u l t  

o f  our s tu d y ,  o f  a l l  th e  c o n ta c t s  in  the  White House, 

th e  amazing t o t a l  o f  more th an  5 1 ,0 0 0  u n f r i e n d l y  

c o n t a c t s  was r e v e a le d ,— Ranging a l l  th e  way from 

a b u s iv e  te le p h o n e  c a l l s  and l e t t e r s , 166 p i c k e t in g s  

s to c k in g  up over 300 un-welcome v i s i t o r s  a t  th e  main 

[gate?], 112 o f  whom we re  a c t u a l l y  a r r e s t e d  or com m itted  

f o r  m en ta l o b s e r v a t i o n s .  L a s t  and  m ost e x t r a - o r d i n a r y  

seven p e rs o n s  who w ere apprehended  -- c au g h t c lim b in g  th e  

f e n c e .  Of a l l  th e  th in g s  t h a t  b e s e t  u s ,  p h y s i c a l  

d anger i s  the l a s t  I  would worry a b o u t . ̂  One i n t e r -  

e s t i n g  t h i n g  in  the  p a p e r .  The D i s t r i c t  o f Columbia i s  

go ing  to  g e t  $483 ,000 as  a g r a n t  f o r  b e a u t i f y i n g  th e  

urban  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  p r o v i s i o n ,  o f  l a s t  y e a r ' s  N a t io n a l
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I
H ousin g A ct.  Who else  i s  g o in g  to g e t  t h e  f i r s t

a l l o c a t i o n ?  P i t t s b u r g  and N ew  Haven .  Mayor R ic h a rd  

Lee i s  alw ays r e a d y  w ith  an e f f i c i e n t  l i s t  o f  j u s t  what 

he n e e d s ,  where he i s  go ing  t o  p u t  i t  and p r e t t y  good 

p r o o f  o f  how i t  w i l l  be d o l l a r s  w e l l  s p e n t .  Then I  

r e a d  a Who Done I t  w ith  com p le te  abandon and went to  

s l e e p .

•B e fo re  I  d id  I  h a d  g iv en  Lyndon a l i s t  o f  

p e o p le ,  any o f  whom I  Wou l d l i k e  to  see  f o r  d in n e r  and 

q u ic k l y  p u t  in  c a l l s  and we wound up th e  d e l i g h t f u l  

g roup  coming f o r  sev en . The Tom Manns -- n e x t  t o  ’Tony 

and P a t -- I f e e l  m ost h u r t  f o r  and most a n g ry  a b o u t  them. 0>  

John Macys ,  T y le r  and B ess, ̂  t h e  A r th u r  K r ims were

our hou se g u e s t s .  Then when I  awoke ab o u t s I x  I  found 

t h a t  Lyndon h a d  added th e  V ice P r e s i d e n t .   I  am always 

g l a d .  I  remember when we were Vice P r e s i d e n t , I  l i k e   

f o r  him to  be c o n t i n ua l l y  r e a s s u r e d  o f  o u r  fo n d n e s s  f o r  

h im , a n d our b e l i e f  in  h im .  A lthough  I  remember th e  

h i l a r i o u s  rem ark  t h a t  Lyndon made abou t him once "I f  I
//

co u ld  j u s t  b r e e d  him to  C a lv in  Cool i d g e . "  No e x p la n a -  

t i o n  n e c e s s a r y .  As th e  g u e s t s  began to  a r r i v e .  We were 

g lu e d  to  t h e  TV i n  th e  l i t t l e  West Ha l l  w a tch ing  t h a t  

m i r a c le  o f  T e l - S t a r  thru w hich  De an Rusk was b e in g  i n t e r -  

v i ewed by  new spaper men in  Rome, P a r i s ,  Bonn, London—^  

a commentary on hum an-kind th a t  none o f  us gave any r e a l

th o u g h t  to  -- th e  m i r a c l e  of T e l - S t a r  i t s e l f  and y e t  what  hope t h a t  m ust h o ld .   I f  man can  d o  t h i s  ca n  h e  

-  4  . -  '



p o s s i b l y  t u r n  h i s  t a l e n t s  to s o lv in g  d i s p u t e s  s h o r t  o f  

d e s t r u c t i o n ?   Rusk was m a g n i f i c e n t . I  would l i k e  to  

g iv e  him an A -p lu s  and my undying  g r a t i t u d e  a s  a  c i t i z e n  

and  a s  th e  wif e  o f  the  P r e s id e n t  in  whose C a b in e t  h e  

p la y s  such  a  p a r t .   Even managed to g e t  the  l i t t l e

n o te  of m i ld  humor when some c o r r e s p o n d e n t  handed him 

a double  b a r r e l l e d  q u e s t io n  ab o u t R hodesia  and Sou th  

A f r i c a  and he s a i d  ''I f  you d o n ' t  mind I ' d  l i k e  to  

ta k e  my c r i s e s  one a t  a t i m e ".  I  t i p - t o e d  o u t  g r e e t i n g  

e a c h  new c o u p le  and g e t t i n g  d r in k s  w h ile  we l i s t e n e d  

s p e l l  bound f o r  what  must have  been an h o u r .   Then we
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went i n t o  th e  Yello w  Room and f o r  once d i s o lv e d  i n t o  

g ro u p s ,  I  a s k e d  John Macy and K erm it Gordon t o  jo in  

me on th e  f a r  s o f a  and we t a l k e d  ab o u t th e  L i b r a r y .  

Tom Mann came over w i th  u s ,  I  to ld  K erm it how we had 

hoped h e  would b e  w i th  us on o u r  i n i t i a l  w o n d erfu l day 

in  November i n  th e  l i t t l e  house  where  Lyndon was b o rn .

Wh a t  an a g g r e g a t io n  o f  t a l e n t !  One of gre a t  days ' 65 

f o r  me. T hat we a l l  t r i e d  to  t h i n k  i t  (the Library & school) i n t o  be i n g .  Now 

We have made a s t e p .  We have  g o t t e n  an  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  

th e  L i b r a r y .  T h is  was news to  Macy.  And the q u e s t io n  

b e f o r e  us a D i r e c t o r .  I  so u ght  th e ir he lp  in  s e a r c h i n g  

t h e i r  minds in  th e  Academic W orld for someone who i s  a ls o  a g r e a t  

sa lesm an  and an i n s p i r e r .   Macy gave me th e  names o f  

two more s c h o o ls  t h a t  ou r com m ittee m igh t go t o  se e  in

o r d e r  to  s e t  up a  b u d g e t .   The P o l i t i c a l  S c ie n c e  School
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f "  in  S y racu se  at t he U n iv e r s i t y  t h e r e  and one i n  C h icag o .

One o f  th e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  p a r t s  o f the  e v e n in g  I  

sp e n t  w ith  Tom Mann. I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  some day he may 

have a  c h a i r  o f  L a t i n  A m erican-U . S. R e l a t i o n s i n  t h a t  

s c h o o l .  He s a i d  he lo v e d ,  n e x t  to  h i s  own c o u n t r y ,  

M exico. I t  seems to  me he h as  a t  once a  v e ry  s e n t im e n ta l  

e a r t h y  u n d e r s ta n d in g  lo v e  o f  i t ,  co u p led  w ith  a b o ld  

knowledge o f  a l l  th e ir f r a i l t i e s  and s h or t - c o m in g s .  Of 

a  p o p u la r  a t t i t u d e ,  one a p p la u d e d  i n  the pr e s s , 

tow ard  th e  L a t in  c o u n t r i e s ,  a  s o r t  o f  e v a n g e l i c a l  

d o -g o o d - ism .  He s a id  when he was a l i t t l e  boy he had  

l i c e  and w h i t e - s p o t s  o r  w h a t e v e r  th e y  a r e  and a l l  the  

t h i n g s  you g e t  from p la y in g  w i th  l i t t l e  Mexican b o y s .

V.. He s p e n t  h i s  l i f e  w i th  them .  He h ad  a s t r a n g e  l i f e

a b o u t  w h ich  he i s  q u i t e  s i l e n t .   W e  k n e w t h a t  he had

had  th r e e  ch i l d r e n  and t h a t  two were dead .  And some 

o th e r s  I  h a d  h e a r d ,  t h a t  one o f  them d ie d  from an 

amoebic  d i s e a s e  c o n t r a c t e d  on one of th e  S o u th  American/V
t o u r s  o f  d u t y .   He i s  made o f  tough  f i b r e  b u t a  lo v e -  

a b le  man.  They w ere such  i n t e r e s t i n g  p e o p le  a l l .

These ev en in g s  a r e  s e r v in g  th e  p u rpose  I  wanted. To 

make  o u r  A d m in is t r a t io n  f e e l  more c l o s e l y  kn i t .   More a  

p a r t  o f  each o t h e r .   Of c o u r s e  H ubert l i v e n s  up any  

e v e n in g .   J u s t  a s  th ey  were abou t to  l e a v e ,  th e r e  was 

t a l k  of sen d in g  m e d ic a l  team s, and a g r i c u l t u r a l  know-how 

team s  headed  by Freeman h im s e l f   to  V ietnam.  Another
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and d i f f e r e n t  phase  o f  -th is  /  mighty s e a rc h  f o r  p e a c e .

The qu e s t io n  i s ; " a r e  we g e t t i n g  i t  a c r o s s  to  th e  w orld?" 

Somewhere in  th e  even i ng, Lyndon h ad  had  a lo n g   

t a l k  w ith  A r th u r  Kr im .  And a d i s t u r b i n g  one i t  m ust 

have b e e n .  Krim had been a n a ly z in g  th e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  

a t  th e  D em ocratic  N a t io n a l  Committee and they  a re  

b a d .   H e av i ly  i n  d e b t .   The c r e d i t o r s  p r e s s in g  and 

who i s  the re , t o  go o u t  and make t h e  f u n d - r a i s i n g  

s p e e c h e s ?  Always th e  answ er i s  one more jo b  f o r  -the 

P r e s i d e n t .

A l i t t l e  v ig n e ttê  o f  the e v e n in g ’ s c o n v e r s a -  

t i o n  Lyndon s a y in g  to  t h e  m en  "The th i n g  I  want most i s  
. /  n
V • . a  t a x  b i l l  by A p r i l  1 5 th ."  Then he k e p t  on p r e d i c t i n g

th e  d i r e  p r o s p e c t s ,  l e g i s l a t i v e - w i s e  f o r  1966.  Measure

a f t e r  m easure  were f a i l e d .   "We w i l l  n o t  p a s s  much t h i s  
//

y e a r ",  K erm it Gordon s a id  m i l d l y , "I t  seems to  me, Mr.

P r e s i d e n t , t h i s  was t h e  way you were t a l k i n g  in  January

1965."  From th e  c h i l d r e n  th e r e  i s  good new s.  Lynda

B ird  a c t ua l l y  t h i n k s  she i s  do ing  p r e t t y  good i n  h e r

f i n a l s .   And she i n t e r r u p t e d  a te le p h o n e  c a l l  from  me 
 

t o  say , "Mama y o u ' l l  have to  w a i t ,  t h e r e ' s George c a l l i n g . "

He i s  p a r t  o f the wine o f  l i f e .   E x c it in g  and heady.

And i t  i s  h ig h  t im e  she h a d  some.  Two b i t s  in  the  paper

to d a y .   One t h a t  th e  F i r s t  Lady n e v e r  would compete w i th

t h e  b e s t  d r e s s ed !   A no ther  t h a t  "the  b e a u t i f u l  people" a r e

a l l  h e a d in g  fo r  A c a p u l c o  and th en  in  l i s t i n g  th e  b e a u t i -  
f u l  p e o p le  t h e r e  was Lynda B i r d ' s  name.  I  was m i ld ly
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p l e a s e d .   L uci i s  happy t o o .   In s p i t e  o f th e  p r e s s  

s t o r y .  ( i n c i d e n t a l l y  she i s  p ra y in g  f o r  them . The 

p r e s s  p e o p le ,  I  mean.)   She came down o f f  o f  C loud 9 

lo n g  en o u gh l a s t  n ig h t  to b r i n g  us in  a l a r g e  box to  

open up in  f r o n t  o f  the  M cNamaras and the K rims and 

show us the  r e s u l t  o f  h e r  day  o f  shopp ing .  She and P a t 

had  been lo o k in g  f o r  t h e i r  s i l v e r  and c h in a  and 

c r y s t a l .   Her t a s t e  was b e a u t i f u l .   E x q u i s i t e  L im o g e s   

w h i t e w i th  a c h a s te  g o ld  b o rd e r  f o r  h e r  fo rm a l c h in a ,  

And  Old M aryland fo r  h e r  s i l v e r .   E v e ry th in g

e x c e p t  t h e  L imoges she a s s u r e s  me w i l l  be an American 

 ̂ p r o d u c t .   She h a s  h e r  h e a r t  s e t  on th e  L imoges Hope-

f u l l y ,  b u t  u n c e r t a i n l y .
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