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January 30 , 1966  
Sunday .

Lyndon and I we n t  o u t in to  a W ashington w h ite  

and s i l e n t  b l a n k e t e d under e ig h t  in c h e s  o f snow .  D r i f t s  

p i l e d  many f e e t  h i g h  b y  th e  w in d , we went to  the Red 

Mass a t  S t .  Matthews C a th ed ra l, L uci and Pat went w ith  

Us ,  Lynda B i r d  s nug l y  a t  home in  b e d , and heard  

Arch B ishop  O' Boyl e  compare Lyndon’ s s i t u a t i o n  in  A s ia  

to  G eorge  Wa sh i n g t o n  a t  V a lle y  F orge .  And a t  t he end 

he s a i d ,  "As you l e a v e  t h i s  m orning, you t ak e  w ith  you
. 4?

our  r e s p e c t ,  o u r  a f f e c t i o n , and our c o n fid en ce"  I t  was
V*'

a sp a r se   co n g r e g a t i o n , not more th an  200 p e r so n s  and 

i t  usua l l y  draws mo s t  o f th e  C a b in e t, the C ou rt, th e  

h ea v y  c o n t i n g e n t  o f  the House and S en ate  and a b ig  

group f rom th e  D ip lo m a tic  C orps.  Only the m ost f a i t h -  

f u l ,  th e  Speaker  o f  c o u r se , and Mrs. MacCormack were . 

t h e r e .   About  f o r t y  m in u tes l a t e ,  the C h ie f  J u s t ic e  and 

Mr s . Warren came in .   As we s a t  on t he f r o n t  row I  

s ta r e d  down a t  t he very cen ter  o f  a i s l e ,  where th e r e  

was a l e g e n d  in bronze, sa y i ng ap p rox im ately  t h is .  "Here r e s t e d  

the rem ains of P r e s id e n t John F it z g e r a ld  Kennedy d u r in g  

th e  fu n e r a l  ma s s .   P re ce d in g  t h e i r  rem oval to  A r lin g to n  

where t h e y  aw aited the joyou s day o f  Re s u r r e c t i o n ." 

Somehow th e  pronouns "they" and "their" seem to  rob Kennedy 

th e  man o f  b e in g  an in d iv id u a l , a human, and p u t ’ 

him into a n o th er  s tr a n g e r  c o ld e r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  The 

sermon was on Si r Thomas M o r e .  I  n ever  knew b e fo r e  

th a t he was a S a in t .  And i t  was a s  good a sermon as I ev er



h e a r d .  And abou t as I n t e r e s t in g  a human pred icam en t  

and human r e a c t io n .   ' From the church  we w ent to  the 

V a le n t i s .   Lyndon had been ta lk in g  a l l  morning w ith  

Jack about G a t o  i n the days th a t  I  have been  

in  New Yo rk .  L i t t l e  C orey, a s  she c a l l s  h e r s e l f  h as  

a c q u ir ed  a cat,  Ga t o .  And  -she and G a t o  h ave p a id  

d a i l y  v i s i t s  to  Lyndon in  h i s  o f f i c e ,  f u r n is h in g   

la u g h te r  and r e la x a t io n ,  o fte n  in th e  m id st  o f  most 

u n ex p ec ted  su rr o u n d in g s , su ch  a s  C a b in et m e e t in g s .

■̂ /(An d  C h ie f s  o f  s t a f f  in  f u l l  r e g a l ia .)  Sure enough^

a t th e  Valen t i s  th e  snow was p i l e d  h ip  h ig h , th e  

narrow la n e  a b o u t tw e lv e  in c h e s  wide sh o v e le d  much 

e a r l i e r  th a t  m orning by Jack , I t  wa s  h ila r io u s  to  t r y  

to walk th ro u g h .  I  b orrowed a p a ir  of s i z e  tw e lv e  

b o o t s ,  step p ed  out of them and p lu n ged  la u g h in g  in to  

the snow . I n s id e  we had hot c o f f e e  and a fe w  moments 

fo r  Corey t o  clim b a l l  o v e r  Lyndon and say ''I lo v e  

P rez”,  w h ile  L uci and Pat and I and h er  p a r e n ts  w ere  

th e  a r d e n t c la p p e r s  in  th e  p la y .   Then back a t  th e  

Wh i t e  House we had an o m ele t lu n ch  w ith  the c h i ld r e n .  

Then Lyndon la y  down f o r  a nap and much much r e a d in g  

o f  p ap ers and g r e at  f o ld e r s  o f  n ig h t  r e a d in g .

-  2 -  ■

c.

Lynda's g u e s ts, John and V ince L o f tu s , had

b een  coming from  Texas in  a storm  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s ,

b y  car , t r a i n , and b u s , had g o t t e n  as f a r  as A le x a n d r ia ,

about 7 :0 0  o ’c lo c k  Sunday m orning and had been  snow 
bound a l l  d ay .  About 7 :00 I went down to th e  p o o l
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h av in g  t r i e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l ly  to  get  Lyndon from h i s  

o f f i c e  to  j o in  me . And th e n , a f te r  I had had ab ou t  

20 la p s ,  a phone c a l l .  He was coming, b r in g in g   8asBga  

MsSaa(4s?s  McGeorge Bundy w ith  him .  And th e  B i l l  W hites  

whom we had in v i t e d  to  d in n e r , sa t  on th e  ed g e  of the pool and had  

a d r in k .  I  com p leted  the l a s t  o f  my t h i r t y  la p s  and 

l i s t e n e d  t o  Lyndon and McGeorge.  A l l  day th ere  had 

been  th e  a ir  o f e x c ite m e n t  th a t  g o e s  th rou gh  th e  h ou se  

when som eth in g  i s  a fo o t ,  when a d e c is io n  h as been  

made.  We w ere g o in g  to resume bom bing, p ro b a b ly  would  

h ear so m eth in g  by s i x  or seven  o ' c lo c k .   But in  th e

(
p o o l ,  Lyndon g o t  a c a l l  and he came back  and s a id  to  

McGeorge, "bad weather,  i t  w i l l  b e  m id n igh t b e fo re  we 

h e a r ."  Harrowing th ough i t  i s ,  d u r in g  th e  tim e o f  

making a d e c is io n ,  th e r e  i s  a r e l i e f  or r e la x a t io n  

a fte r w a r d , s t i l l  w ith o u t knowing w hether i t  i s  r ig h t  

or w rong.  I t ' s  l i k e  th e  end o f p h y s ic a l  e x e r t io n  -- 

you h a v e  le a r n e d  a l l  you can , w eighed  e v e r y th in g  and 

d e c id e d , and th e n  b e fo r e  th e  t e n s e n e s s  s e t s  in  aga in   

th e r e  i s  a p e r io d  o f  r e l i e f .   So i t  was w h ile  we  

swam.

B i l l  White and Mack and I  had a s c o tc h  and 

Lyndon, h i s  d i e t  Dr. P ep p er,on e c a lo r ie .  McGeorge 

i s  th e  m ost charm ing company, one o f  th e most a r t i c u l a t e  

and d e l i g h t f u l  human b e in g s  I  have e v e r  m et. He and 

Lynda have a p a r t ic u la r  a f f i n i t y  fo r  each o th e r .   She
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came i n  t o  sh o w  u s  a  w h i t e  l a c e  b i k i n i ^  c o v e r e d  b y  a

t i e  g i r l  d r e s s  w i t h  a  g r e a t  p i n k  s a s h .  J

WWnZED 1
Wp,

'^'As we swam we t a l k e d  o f  t h e
]

" e x t  d a y ' s  e v e n t s .  m o rn in g  t h e  r e s u m p t io n ,  o f  b om bing

w o u ld  b e  known. A l s o ,  we w e re  g o in g  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  

N a t i o n s  t o  t h e  S e c u r i t y  C p u n c i l  t h r o u g h  A m b a ssa d o r  

G o U b e r g ,  a s k i n g  them t o  b r i n g  t h e  f u l l  w e i g h t  o f  t h e i r  

I n f l u e n c e  a n d  a u t h o r i t y  t o  b e a r  on t h e  V ie tn a m  q u e s t i o n .

I  f e e l  t h a t  I  a n d  m i l l i o n s  o f  o t h e r  women n e v e r  q u i t e  

u n d e r s t o o d  why t h e  U n i t e d  S i  N a t i o n s  c o u l d n ’ t  s h o u l d e r  

m ore  o f  tiie  b u r d e n ,  c o u l d n ' t  s o l v e  m ore o f  th e  p r o b le m  

b e f o r e  now . P a t i e n t l y  Lyndon  an d  McGeorge e x p l a i n e d  

t o  me, a n d  t h i s  i s  a t  l e a s t  w h a t I  l e a r n e d  f r o m  t h e i r

t a l k , __. '0 m t  s i n c e  n e i t h e r  N o r th  V ie tn a m  o r  C h in a  a r e

m em bers  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a n d  s i n c e  R u s s i a ’ s  a t t i t u d e  

w o u ld  b e  v e r y  much o f  a  q u e s t i o n  m a rk ,  t h e  c h a n c e  o f  i t s  

b e i n g  a  r e a l  f o r u m ,  a  r e a l  t o o l  to w a r d  s u c c e s s  was v e ry  

s l i m ,  I  thinkA^in t h e  e y e s  o f  th e  p u b l i c  i t  i s  good

t h a t  we a r e  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o r i ^ ^ b e c a u s e  

we m u s t  n o t  l e a v e  a  s t o n e  u n t u r n e d ,  a  d o o r  u n k n o c k e d  on^ 

to m o rro w  t h e s e  W o b i g  e f f o r t s  s t a r t .  We s p e n t  

much o f  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  l o o k i n g  a t  TV show s. O n e T '^ m ^ e r s  

o f  C o n g re s s ^  d i s c u s s i n g  V ie tn a m .  H a le  B o g g s ,  v e r y  a b l y .  

S e n a t o r s  M undt, Joe  C l a r k e ,  S t e n n i s  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  an d  

S e n a t o r  M o rs e ,  q u i t e  w i l d l y . '  So to m o rro w  a  d o u b l e - p r o n g e d  

e f f o r t s  b e g i n s .  T o n i g h t  i t  was warm an d  p ie  a s  a n t  i n  t h e
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West H a ll ,__Mac and B i l l  Moyers and th e  B i l l  W hites and

th e  Emmett R eard on ’s.  Lynda   B ird  r e tu r n e d  fr o m  the

s t a t i o n  h a v in g  f i n a l l y - r e sc u e d  Don L o ftu s  and V incent,  

h i s  brother^ from  th e  snow. They a r e  th e  f i r s t  r e a l  

c o l l e g e  ty p e s  s he had d a te s  w ith ,— g ood lo o k in g ,  

m u scu lar , q u i e t ,  John s t u d y in g  p etro leu m  la n d  manage-  

m en t.  Lyndon in  t h e  p o o l had te a s e d  Lynda not to  g e t  

i n t e r e s t e d  in  anybody who i s  s t u d y in g  p etro leu m  la n d  

m a n a g em en t.  Wha t  we needed  was somebody th a t was 

s tu d y in g  g o a t s — somebody th a t  can make th e  Scharnhorst 

p a y !  Lyndon was in  a h ig h  good humor.   To be back  

on a c o u rse  of a c tio n  - - to  h ave  reach ed  a d e c is io n ,

i s  a  r e l e a s e  fo r  him no m atter  how a g o n iz in g  the
-4 b  -

s i t u a t io n  m a y  b e  or  the c o u r se  u n c e r ta in .  The c i t y

was s t i l l  h e ld  t i g h t  in th e  g r ip  o f  th e  storm . And

more snow was prom ised  fo r  Monday, So I c a l l e d  L iz

and t o l d  her we had b e t t e r  c a n c e l th e  r e c e p t io n  f o r

th e  h a n g in g  o f Mrs. R o o s e v e lt ’ s po r t r a i t ,  on Monday

a f te r n o o n .  It was a s l e e p l e s s  n ig h t  f o r  Lyndon. I

was v a g u e ly  aware when he c a l l e d  th e  S i tu a t io n  Room

o f f  and on d u rin g  th e  n i gh t  and then  a t  6 :0 0  he was

b o l t  u p r ig h t  w ith  t h e  l i ght  on and the r a d io  g o in g .
fo r

So I  h e a r t l e s s l y  l e f t  for th e  snug c o c o o n  o f  my own bed .

I t  w i l l  take y e a rs  to  c a tc h  up on the s le e p  he h as l o s t  

in  th e  Wh i t e  H ouse!   ■ ■ '




