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The small  jobs o f  my  l i f e  woul d be a devouring

t y r a n t  i f  I  d i d n ' t  som etim es r e b e l .   Today I  d id ,

I sp en t t h e morning a t  my desk and on c a l l s .  Mary 

Lasker about our b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  m ee t in g ,  Roy Whi t e  

about th e  bedroom p r o j e c t  a t  the  ranch ,  L uci about  

her wedding p la n s ,  Paul F is h e r  about our movie 

p r o j e c t .   And Mr. West about the overwhelm ing amount 

o f  r e d e c o r a t in g  t hat has to  be t a c k le d  in  t h e  White

House t h i s  s p r in g  —d r a p e r i e s  fo r  t he main e n t r a n c e  

and some c h a i r s  co vered  and p rob a b ly  d r a p e r ie s  f o r  

the S t a t e  D in in g  Room.   A l l  th e  s o f a s  and c h a i r s  

r e c o v e r e d  on th e  t h i r d  f l o o r .   D e l i c a t e ,  e l egan t

Sheraton  s o f a s  in  th e  Green Room to  be c o v e r e d  - -  

Perh ap s  w ith  som eth ing  woven to  d u p l i c a t e  wh a t ' s  on 

them.  And th e  East H a l l ,  two c h a ir s  and maybe th e
  :

s o f a  reupholstered.  And th e n  a l o n g  t a l k  w ith  Mrs.

Lindow about th e  l o v e l y  p a r ty  she plana f o r  L u ci

around V a le n t in e  t i m e . .. And then Lynda came in  and

had lu n c h  w i t h  me on t r a y s  in  my bedroom.  Roy

White and Max Brooks were a r r i v i n g  any m inute f o r

my f i r s t  appointm ent o f  the a f t e r n o o n .   And Lynda

s a id  "Le t ' s  go to  the Na t i o n a l "  "L et' s s e e  H o s t i l e

W itn e ss ,  I  hear  i t ’ s r e a l  good ."   I  s a i d  "Le t ' s ."  I

C, , jumped i n t o  a d r e s s ,  w alked o u t ,  s a id  "Dear Max and
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Roy w i l l  you f o r g i v e  me i f  I  dash o f f ?  W il l  you come 

//
back a t  5 :30?"  And s o  t h a t  d e l i c i o u s  f e e l i n g  o f 
s t e a l i n g  from  the cook ie  ja r ,  Lynda and I  went to  

se e  Ray Mi l l a n d  i n a courtroom  t h r i l l e r  w hich tu r n e d  

o u t  to  be an e x c i t i n g  a f te r n o o n  e n te r ta in m e n t  -- a nd 

som ething we l i k e d  a l l  th e  b e t t e r  f o r  d o in g  i t  

t o g e t h e r .

Between term s i s  one o f  the h a p p ie s t  t im e s  o f  

t h e  y e a r  f o r  me - -  t o have your daughter f o r  a l i t t l e  

w h ile  and know t h a t  i t  i s  f o r  a l i t t l e  w h i le ,  to  

e n jo y  e v er y  m in u te .   I f  o n ly  we cou ld  carry  through  

t h a t  f e e l i n g  to  e v e r y d a y  of l i f e .   Mr. S t .  Ma u r 

_  came when we r e tu r n e d  t o  th e  Wh i t e  H ouse.  And B e ss

w ith  her  g e n t l e  sa le sm a n sh ip  and H elen  w ith  h e r  

dow nright d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  the f a c t  t h a t  I am p r e t t y  

t h r i f t y  about the  c l o t h e s  I buy, t r i e d  to  urge me 

to  buy two or th r e e  more d r e s s e s ,  p o s s i b l y  an ev en in g  

d r e s s .   I  was in  no mood and th in k in g  o f  the b i l l s  

t h a t  had a lr e a d y  mounted up.  A nd then  n e x t  i t  was 

time t o  s e e  Max Brooks and Roy W hite.  Max's b u s in e s s  

was t o  p lan  a m eetin g  of the p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  

i n  o u r  Lib r a r y  Pro j e c t .  I  gave him th r e e  d a t e s ,   

a nd he s a t  about phoning h i s  group - -  Dr. Ransom, B i l l  

H eath , Frank E rw in .  I  would g e t  in  to u ch  w i t h  Dr.

(' ' Grover and Clark C l i f f o r d  and J u a n ita  and D orothy

T err it o .   And th en  Roy p u l le d  a most unwelcome burden
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o u t f r o m  th e  dark c l o s e t  where I had l e t  I t  l a y  - -   

t h a t  i s ,  what to do wi t h  the n in t h  f l o o r  of the Federal Building.  We 

d e c id e d  I  had b e t t e r  put my hand to  i t  and he i s  

to meet me on Saturday m orning, with M iss Lin ke?, and 

draw ings and sw atch es  and a l l  th e  hours we n eed

in  t h e  T reaty  Room.  I  had r e a l l y  wanted to  a c c e p t  

B i l l  Wh i t e 's i n v i t a t i o n  to d in n e r .   Lyndon had s a i d  

n o .  I  th in k  th a t  the change o f  s e e i n g  a f e w  

f r i e n d s  in  d i f f e r e n t  su rroun d in gs i s  r e s t f u l  and 

t h erap u t i c .   So, n o t  knowing what th e  outcome 

would b e , I  d r e s s e d  up and went to  h i s  o f f i c e  a t

e i g h t ,  and very  g e n t l y  s i d l e d  in  and s a i d  "Let ' s  g o ?!"  

I t  to o k  f o r t y  m inu tes  o f  waiting w h ile  he went 

through  a t a l l  s ta ck  o f  p a p ers  and made phone c a l l s  

and t a l k e d  to  s t a f f .   And I s e t t l e d  down w ith  a 

m agazin e .  And th en  we w e n t ,  a r r i v i n g  a t  n in e   

i n s t e a d  of e i g h t ,  Trudy and Joe Fowl e r  and L loyd and 

Anne Hand,  J u n e 's  b ro th er  and sister-in-law were 

th e o th e r  g u e s t s .   The fo u r  k in f o lk s  a r e  l e a v in g  in  

th e  morning fo r  Flor ida for two weeks in  th e su n .  

B i l l  and I  wound up by th e  f i r e p l a c e  i n  the den f o r  

a good l i ttl e  t a l k  about th e  S e n a te ,  h i s  tru e  l o v e ,  

and how i t  has changed through the l a s t  few  y e a r s .  

The g i a n t s ̂ gon e, o n ly  R u s s e l l  l e f t ,  and he very  

much i n u r e d  i n h i s  i v o r y  to w e r .  We ta lk e d  about

•why  i t  w a s .  I  f e l t  t h a t  i t  was th r e e  fo u r th s  
emphysema and one fo u r th  b i t t e r n e s s  f o r  h av in g  t r i e d
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f o r  the P r e s id e n c y  [in 1 9 5 2 ,  w as i t ?] and h a v in g

l o s t  h o p e l e s s l y b eca u se  he was a S o u th e r n e r .  B i l l

f e l t  th e  same, w ith  the r a t i o  d i f f e r e n t . . .  More o f

the b i t t e r n e s s .   We b o th  lo o k e d  so  sorrowf u l l y  a t  t h e

p r o s p e c t  o f  a r a c e  between young v i t a l  Governor

Sanders and D ick  R u s s e l l .   I  cannot f o r g e t  th e

courage  and the  z e s t  with w hich  Sanders came t o  th e

su p p ort o f  Lyndon in my own Wh i stl e  Sto p  Tr a in  in  th e

f a l l  o f  '6 4 .   Or D ic k ’ s a b sen ce  in Spain a t  th a t  t im e .

And y e t  o u r  d e v o t io n  to  Dick go es  back to  our r o o t s .  

The Whi t e ’ s house  i s  charm ing.  We l e f t  r a th e r  e a r l y

a l i t t l e  a f t e r  e l e v e n .   And on the  way Lyndon t o l d

(  - me some o f  the problem s o f  the day.  The N a t io n a l

, D em ocratic  Committee i s  f u l l  o f  problem s and d e e p ly

in  d eb t.   Arthur Krim has been la b o r in g  v a l i a n t l y

to be h e l p f u l .   Indira Nehru had been in t o  t a l k  a b o u t

th e  fam ine in In d ia , about a id  from u s .   And th e r e

must have been a moment o f  la u g h te r  when Rube G old-

b e r g  came in to p r e s e n t  a b u s t  t o  Lyndon, sor t  o f  a

caricature o f  h im .  F or  me th e r e  was one n ic e

moment when I saw Howard Taubman's a r t i c l e  on "Mrs.

Johnson making a d d i t io n s  to  American a r t  in the  

White H ouse".  A v ery  good p i c t u r e  o f  the S u l ly  and

a c o m p le te ,  w e l l  w r i t t e n  s t o r y  th a t  g i v e s  me more

than my due.  And s in c e  i t  i s  a f i e l d  in which I

h ave  th e  d e e p e s t  i n t e r e s t  I  c o n f e s s  to  b e in g  g la d
t o  r e c e i v i n g  a  l i t t l e  p l a u d i t  fo r  i t .


