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F e b ru a r y  4 ,  196 6 
F r i d a y

F r i d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  4t h , was a day  to  be  

rem em bered  i n  th e  Whi t e  H o u se .  I t  l i v e d  up to  a l l  

i t s  p r o m is e !   And I  f o r  once was p l e a s e d  w i t h  my 

p a r t  i n  i t .  In  th e  m o rn in g  I  p r a c t i c e d  my l i t t l e  

t a l k  w i t h  M rs . P ro ven s en .  T h e re  i s  n o  s u b s t i t u t e

f o r  w o rk  - -  u n l e s s  i t ' s a  s o a r i n g  r o c k e t  o f  t a l e n t ,

and t h a t ' s  b e s i d e  t h e  p o i n t .  And th e n  to  th e  b e a u t y  

p a r l o r  and th e n  to  work w i t h  Kandi  in  t r a n s f o r m i n g  

some o f  my e a s t e r n  f a b r i c s  i n t o  handsom e "a t  home"  

c l o t h e s  f o r  s m a l l  d i n n e r s  t h a t  we h a v e .   He b r o u g h t  

h i s  m o th e r ,  f r e s h  o v e r  f ro m  J a p a n .  And I  m et h e r  

i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  and a r r a n g e d  a  t o u r  an d  t e a .  And 

fo un d  a  bol t  o f  b e a u t i f u l  w h i te  b ro c a d e  w h ich  I  

t h o u g h t  m ig h t  b e  good f o r  L u c i ’ s t r o u s s e a u .  How 

d i f f i c u l t  t h o s e  wo r d s  come t o  my to n g u e !  So I  

a r r a n g e d  t o  g e t  h e r  (Luci) and Kandi  t o g e t h e r  to  p l a n

so m e th in g  l o v e l y  w i t h  i t .  And t h e n  aw h ile  o f  s i g n -  

in g  l e t t e r s  and r e v ie w in g  my sp e e c h  - -  f l a t  o n  m y  

b a c k ,  f o r  I  f i n d  s u d d e n ly  th e  l a s t  few  weeks I  am

q u i t e  we a r y ,  d e p l e t e d .   A  day of s h e e r   t u r m o i l  

f o r  L yndon  - -  G e t t i n g  r e a d y  to  go tom orrow  t o  H aw a ii ,  

f o r  a b o u t  t h r e e  d a y s  now I  h av e  been  h e a r i n g  p o s s i -  

b i l i t i e s  a b o u t  i t  and b e i n g  d e a f  and m ute  f o r  f e a r  I
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would s a y  so m e th in g  a b o u t  i t  I  s h o u l d n ’ t .  A l l  th e
f '■ ' '

d a y  r e a l l y  l e d  up to  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f th e  E le a n o r  

R o o s e v e l t  p o r t r a i t  a t  F iv e  o ' c l o c k  in  th e  E a s t  Room!

I  wore my w hit e  s a t in  and  lo o k e d  fo rw a rd  t o  i t  a s  

e a g e r l y  as any  p a r t y  t h a t  e v e r  h a p p e n e d  in  th e  Wh i t e  

H o u s e  -- warm,  n o s t a l g i c ^  a  g a t h e r i n g  o f  many o f  

u s  who w orked  t o g e t h e r  i n  th e  3 0 ' s and 4 0 ' s .  Wh e n  

I  e n t e r e d  t h e  Ea s t  Room a  moment o r  two a f t e r  f i v e ,  

t h e r e  were s e a t e d  in  th e f r o n t  row t h r e e  o f  t h e  

R o o s e v e l t  c h i l d r e n .   Anna H a l s t e d  a n d  h e r  h u sband ^  

John a n d  h i s  w i f e ,  and  F r a n k l i n ,  J r . ,  and h i s  w i f e ,

I  shook  h a n d s  w i t h  them a l l  and th e n  w en t s t r a i g h t  

t o  th e  podium . My l i t t l e  t a l k  n o te d  th e  p r e s e n c e  

o f  c h i l d r e n ,  g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l dren^ 

f r i e n d s ;  t h o s e  who knew h e r  a s  F i r s t - La d y ,  e m p lo y e r ,  

a n d  c o n s c i e n c e  o f  h e r  c o u n t r y .  And I  spoke  a b o u t  

D o u g la s  Ch a n d o r ' s u se  o f  M rs. R o o s e v e l t ' s  h a n d s ,

F o r  E le a n o r  R o o s e v e l t  was a  woman who had  h a n d s  f o r

t h e  w hole w o r ld .   F i n e ,  s t r o n g ,   s e n s i t i v e  h a n d s

t h a t  ennobled e v e r y t h i n g  th e y  to u c h e d .   And what I  

h o p e d ,  was a  humorous b i t ,  a b o u t  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

o f  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  o u t l i n i n g  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

an d  d u t i e s  o f  th e  P r e s i d e n t ,  b u t  n o t  even m e n t io n in g

th e  F i r s t  L ad y .  "No on e ,  e x c e p t  h e r  h u sb a n d ,  c h o o s e s  

h e r ,  no on e ,  e x c e p t  h e r  h u sband an d  h e r s e l f ,  d e f i n e s

h e r  r o l e ,  g i v e n  t h i s  vague m a n d a te ,  a  lo n g  l i n e  o f
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■American F i r s t  L a d ie s  h av e  b r o u g h t  a n y  number o f  

a d m ira b le  q u a l i t i e s  to  t h e i r  t im e s . "  The p a r t  I  

l i k e d  b e s t: "we all know th e r e  i s  o n ly  one p h r a s e  f o r  

E le a n o r  R o o s e v e l t .  T h a t  p h r a s e  i s  human g o o d n e s s ,  

s h e e r ,  una l l o y e d ,  u n d i v e r t i b l e ,  human g o o d n e s s ."  I f  

o n ly  a l l  t h e  l i t t l e  t a l k s  I  have to  make c o u ld  be 

p u t  t o g e t h e r ,  e x p r e s s  my own f e e l i n g s  a s  c o m f o r t a b ly  

and  a s  w e l l  a s  th i s  o n e !  I  c o u ld  remember t h a t  day
I ' i

v e ry  p e r s o n a l l y  - -  In  1938 , o r  was i t  193 9 ?   When Mr s .

R o o s e v e l t  was o u r  g u e s t  o f  h o n o r  a t  th e  7 5 th  

C o n g r e s s i o n a l  Club lu n c h e o n .   I t  was a b e n e f i t  to  

buy  a  whe e l  c h a i r  f o r  a  c r i p p l e d  b o y .  T hat was t h e  

 ̂ ' day  I  g o t  some m o v ie s  o f  h e r .   The c l o s i n g  was I

b e l i e v e , w i th  some l a s t  l i n e s  from  h e r  l a s t  book-— ■

" L i f e  was m eant t o  be l i v e d " -- we m ust g r a s p  e v e ry  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l i v e  and e x p e r i e n c e  l i f e  a s  d e e p l y  

a s  f u l l y  and  a s  w id e ly  a s  p o s s i b l e .  T h is  i s  s u c h  a

b i g ,  m udd led  w o r ld  and  t h e r e  i s  so much t o  be  d o n e .
t  -

So v e r y  much t h a t  c a n  be  d o n e .  And t h e n  when I  

f i n i s h e d  a r e a l  p r o  to o k  o v e r .   Mary Fickett wh o h a d  

c r e a t e d  th e  r o l e  o f  E le a n o r  R o o s e v e l t  in  S u n r i s e  

a t  C am p o b e llo , r e a d  f ro m  some o f  Mrs. R o o s e v e l t ' s  

^  a u t o - b i o g r a p h i c a l  w o r k s .   Wel l  c h o sen  s e l e c t i o n s . . , .

* V o iced  b y  no means a m imic or a  p a ro d y .  A v e r y

s u b t l e  s l i p p i n g  i n t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  M r s .  R o o se v e l t^  

S o c h a rm in g ly  d o n e  t h a t  I  was c a u g h t  up i n  the  web
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o f  e n c h a n tm e n t .  T here  was so m e th in g  to  l a u g h  a t ,

' s o m e th in g  t o  be  p ro u d  o f ,  t o  be  s e n t i m e n t a l l y  

r e m i n i s c e n t  a b o u t ,  a n d  th e n t o  b e  c h a r g e d  w i th  d e t e r -  

m i n a t i o n  t o  do y o u r  own p a r t   f ro m  th e  s e l e c t i o n s  

■ sh e  r e a d .   I  t h e n  i n v i t e d  e v e ry o n e  to  come i n t o  t h e  

B lu e  Room w here  we c o u ld  v i s i t .   We h a d  p i c t u r e s  w ith  

a l l  th e  c h i l d r e n  and g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  Lyndon s l i p p e d  

i n t o  th e  l i n e s  b e s i d e ,  lo o k in g  so t i r e d  my h e a r t  

a c h e d .   And t h e n  t h e y  cam e  - -  t h e  f a m i l y  and f e l l o w  

w o r k e r s ,  t h e  W hite House em ployees^  A l l  t h e  p e o p le  . 

f rom  t h e  0 0 ' s and 4 0 ' s !  The S te w a r t  A lso p s  were 

t h e r e ,  an d  Susan Mar y  A lso p  - - Joe I s  in  Hong Kong,

I  b e l iev e ,  a nd M a rian  A nderson  and th e  Thurmond
• JtVc

A rn o ld s , lo o k in g  o ld  b u t  s t i l l  g i n g e r y .   Mabe l  

Bat c h e l d e r  a nd  [Foz?] B a t c h e l d e r .   And Mrs. Jim B a rn e s .

Her h u s b a n d ’ s s t a g  p a r t i e s  w e r e  a lw a y s  t h e  e v e n t  o f  

th e  y e a r  f o r  a  d e ca d e  o r  more i n  ou r  e a r l y  d a y s .

And R o b e r ta  B a rro w s , one o f  FDR’ s a p p o in tm e n t  

S e c r e t a r l e s ,  to whom Lyndon b le w  a  k i s s  and s a i d  "I  hope 

my f o l k s  make e v e r y b o dy f e e l  a s  good a s  you u s e d  to  

make me."  L a t e r  when a  n ew sp ap er  woman spoke t o  M iss 

B arrow s she d e s c r i b e d  w ha t a  handsome young n a v a l  

o f f i c e r  Lyndon w a s .   And H. R. B a u k h a g e ,  w h a t  a

f a m i l i a r  name --  t h e  co m m enta to r  i n  t h o s e  d a y s .   And 

D iane  H o p k in s ,  now M rs. A l l e n  B a x te r .   She sp e n t  

t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  h e r  c h i l d h o o d h e r e  w i th  h e r  d a d d y .
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^  H a r ry  H o p k in s .  Old timers f ro m  h i s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,

(,

t h e F r a n c i s  B i d d l e s ,  th e  O sca r  Chapmans,  And Tom 

C o rc o ra n  and Ben  Cohe n— now incomplete th e  p a r t y

w o u ld  h a v e  been  w i th o u t  them .  By t h i s  tim e I  wa s  

k i s s i n g  a l l  t h o s e  who came down t h e  l i n e  who  w ere  

my own s p e c i a l  f r i e n d s .   O sca r  Cox’ s  widow, impervious to  

t im e ,  v e ry  han dsom e .  And among the  o ld  t i m e r s  f o r  

t h e  p r e s s .   May C r a ig  an d  B ess F u rma n .   M rs. Doug l a s  

Cha n d o r ,  t he widow o r  t h e  a r t i s t  h a d  f l own up from 

W ea th e rfo rd  and  was e n jo y in g  th e  p a r t y  a s  much as  

a n y o n e  p r e s e n t . One o f t h o s e  I  was h a p p i e s t  t o  

se e  was H e le n  Gahagan D o u g la s ,  s t i l l  l e c t u r i n g ,  

s t i l l  ve ry  v i t a l .   M elvin  i s  s t a r t i n g  a  new p l a y  

in  May. L a t e r  on I  g a t h e r e d  h e r  up and Tex  G o ld -  

s m i t h , who i s  l e a v i n g  f o r  A s ia  n e x t  week, t o  s i t  

down f o r  a q u i e t  d r i n k  in  f r o n t  o f  t h e  f i r e , an d  Dr.  

E l i z a b e t h  Drewry ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  FDR L i b r a r y ,  who 

h a s  b een  so  h e l p f u l  t o u s .  And ou r  v e ry  s t a unch  

o l d  t im e  f r i e n d / ^  I n d i a  Edwa r d s  and h e r  h u sba n d .   The 

h o u se  w as a l i v e  w i t h  g r a n d c h i l d r e n .   L a t e r  on some-

o ne  t o l d  me th e y  h a d  q u i t e a  r e u n i o n ,  and some o f  

them  saw  e a c h  o t h e r  f o r  t h e f i r s t  t im e  in  20  y e a r s !

T h e re  was two o f  James R o o s e v e l t ' s  daught e r s ,  A n thony  D. 

Bonavent ures[?] and the W il l ia m  Haddad s ,  l o v e l y C h a n d le r  

R o o s e v e l t ,  she  i s  Mrs. H enry  D. L in d s l e y ,  E l l i o t t  

R o o s e v e l t ' s d a u g h t e r ,  f ro m  B r o w n s v i l l e ,  T e x a s  - -  I  am 

v e r y  f o n d  o f  h e r .   And th e  D ouglas  Luke s  - -  S h e 's  John
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R o o s e v e l t ’ s d a u ght e r .  -;t h e C h r i s t o p h e r  R o o se v e l ts ̂  -----
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F r a n k l i n ' s  so n .   D av id  R o o s e v e l t  who i s  El l i o t 's  

s o n ,  a n d  the F r a n k l i n  D. R o o s e v e l t s, I I I .   an d  charm ing  

Tony R o o s e v e l t  who i s  r e a l l y  E l l i o t t  R o o s e v e l t ,  

J r .  who w orked  w i t h  us in  t h e  cam paign  o f  1960 and 

e v e n  b e f o r e  t h a t  I  b e l i e v e .   Joan  R o o s e v e l t ,  sh e  i s  

J o h n ' s  d a u g h t e r .   And t h e  Van S e a g r a v e s .   She i s  

"Si s t i e ", A n n a 's  d a u g h t e r .   The team o r  S i s t i e  a n d  

B u z z ie  w ere  th e  b e s t  known g r a n d c h i l d r e n  in  t h e  d a y s  

wh e n  FDR l i v e d  h e r e .   Ana i t  was sh e  who had  t h e  

o n ly  g r e a t  g r a n d c h i l d . — h e r  l i t t l e  d a u g h te r  o f  a b o u t  

t e n  y e a r s  p r e s e n t .   I  y e a r n e d  f o r  e v e ry b o d y  t o  g a t h e r  

up t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  o ld  f r i e n d s  a n d  g e t  in  c o r n e r s  

w i t h  a  d r i n k  and  r e m i n i s c e .   And I  b e l i e v e  to  a   

c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x t e n t  t h a t  i s  how th e  p a r t y  w e n t .

T h e re  w ere  t h e  Armand Hamme r s , my f r i e n d s  from  

Cam pobello ,  and  th e  V i c t o r  Hammers, and  D r. Wayne 

G ro v e r  who i s  g u i d in g  us th ro u g h  th e l a b y r i n t h  o f  

how t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  th e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  L i b r a r y .  I  

was so d e l i g h t e d  t o  s e e  A vere l l  H a rr im an  wi t h  h i s  

hand c u p p e d  b e h in d  h i s  e a r  l i s t e n i n g  w i t h  i n t e r e s t

t o  W il l ia m  H o p k in s ,  who s a i d  to  me, so m e th in g  l i k e

t h i s  a s  he w en t  down th e  l i n e  — "T h e re  a r e  o n ly  f o u r  

o f us le f t  who w ere  w o rk in g  h e r e  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ."  I  

was so g l a d  t o  see  Jane I c k e s ,  a n d s e a r c h e d  f o r  h e r  

l a t e r , b u t  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y .   Among p r e s s  p eo p le  o f

_  6 -
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t h a t  day  t h e  R o b e r t  K i n t n e r s  a n d  D o r i s  Fl e e s o n .

T h is  i s  one p a r t y  I  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  g l a d D o r is  

came t o .   And a l t h o u g h  the  p a r t y  was f o r  th e  h a n g -  

i n g  o f  Mrs. R o o s e v e l t ' s  p o r t r a i t ,  M rs. N ic h o la s  

Longw orth  was a l s o  a s t a r  a t  th e  p a r t y ,  a s  i n -  

e v i t a b l y  she  w ould b e .  I n  h e r  b l a c k  h a t ,  v e r y  

v i v a c i o u s ,  p u t t i n g  a  n o t e  i n  L yndon ' s p o c k e t  a s  

sh e  w e n t  down t h e  l i n e ,  she e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  i t  was a  

f a n  l e t t e r . . .  But I  c o u l d h a v e  hugged  h e r  r i ght  t h e r e  

i f  sh e  w e r e n ' t  so f o r m i d a b l e .   Many o ld  f r i e n d s  o f  

o u r s ,  th e  Jim R ow es, Anna R o se n b e rg  H o ffman, and a

whole f l o c k  o f  K e rm it  R o o s e v e l t s , and  from  t h e  r e a l  

o l d  t i m e r s  M rs. N e l l i e  T ay lo e  Ro s s  who h a d b e en  

D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  M int in  FDR's A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

John S u l l i v a n  who was fo rm e r  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Nav y .  

And G lad y s  T i l l i t t  who i s  s t i l l  g o in g  s t r o n g .  I t ’ s 

h a r d  to  b e a t  S o u th e rn  w o m e n ! .. E le g a n t  and c h a rm in g  

M a r i e t t a  T r e e . . .  The R o b e r t  W agners , l o o k in g  b r o n z e d  

and r e s t e d  and  h a p p y  and i t  do es  my h e a r t  good to  

see  him t h i s  way.  And R o b e r ta  V in so n .  She, t o o ,  

was one o f th e  o n es  I  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w an ted  t o  come. 

And t h e r e  was M rs. R o o s e v e l t ’ s m aid  o f  30 y e a r s ,

M abel W e b s te r ,  f o r  whom we h a d  s e n t  th e  c a r .  And 

t h e  p a r t y  c o u ld  n o t  h ave  been  c o m p le te ,  we c o u ld

n o t  even  have  h a d i t ,  w i th o u t  Grace T u l ly .  __One o f

o u r  c l o s e s t  l i n k s  to  t h a t  d a y .  One newswoman w ro te

7



"The  p a g e a n t  of  f a c e s  was l i ke p a g e s  o u t  o f  a
//

h i s t o r y  book come to  l i f e . "  And so i t  w as . Many 

n i c e  t h i n g s  h a p p e n e d .  Among th e  n i c e s t ,  M arian

A nd erso n  coming b a c k  to  me a f t e r  she h a d  been

th r o u g h  th e  l i n e  and  s a y i n g ,  I  w an t you to  know I
ft

l o v e  you b o t h ,  v e ry  much." 

I  know t h a t  a l l  t h e newspaper g i r l s  a t  l e a s t  

w ere  l o o k in g  a t  th e  t a b l e .  And i t  was b e a u t i f u l !  

T h is  was th e  new c h e f ’ s d e b u t .  Though I  m is s e d  my 

a lw ays m o s t  f a v o r i t e  t h i n g .  The s t u r d y  s te a m s h ip  

round  o f  b e e f  was e l a b o r a t e  and v e ry  d e c o r a t i v e .  

F i r e s   w e re  b u rn in g  m e r r i l y  in  a l l  t h e  r o o m s  -- even 

t h e  s t a t e  d i n in g  room and g u e s t s  w ere  cas u a l l y  a t
'

home i n  e v e ry  co r n e r .  . I t  was a b o u t  s e v e n - t h i r t y  wh en  

I  w ent u p s t a i r s .   I  had  a  h o u se  g u e s t ^  Roy W h ite ,

He came down and  we t a l k e d  a b o u t  work on e n l a r g i n g  

th e  two bedroom s a t  th e  r a n c h .  I  d e c id e d  n o t  t o  do 

i t  t h i s  y e a r . L u c i ' s  w edding  and a l l  th e  d e c o r a t i n g  

t h a t  n e e d s  to  b e  done h e r e  i n  th e  W hite  House and 

my i n t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  L i b r a r y  and  t h e  p a r k ,  

a l l  s u p e r i mp o se d  upon my r e a l  job o f  b e in g  L y n d o n 's  

w i f e  and  t h e F i r s t  L ady , t h e r e  i s  no  t im e  l e f t ,  no 

s t r e n g t h ,  no me l e f t  t o  t r a n s f o r m  th o se  two s m a l l  

rooms i n t o  th e  s p a c io u s  e l e g a n t  q u a r t e r s  w here  I  

w ant to  sp e n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  my l i f e .   I  want t o  e n jo y  

d o in g  t h a t  - -  n o t  e n d u r e  i t , n o t  make a  "t o u r  de f o r c e "
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a  c r a s h  job  o u t  o f  i t .  And so I  t o l d  Roy th a t  l e t ' s

s he l v e  i t ,  b u t  l e t ’ s keep o u r  e y e s  open f o r  l o v e l y

d e t a i l s  - -  A m a n t e l , some p a n e l i n g ,  and I  w i l l

s e a r c h  f o r  a n i n t e r i o r  d e c o r a t o r .    A l i t t l e  p a s t

e i g h t  I  w en t  o v e r  to L ynd on ' s o f f i c e  and was

s u c c e s s f u l ,  p r a i s e  t h e  L o rd ,  in  g e t t i n g  him to  come
even

home w i t h  me. He even le f t  o f f  h i s  Dr. P e p p e r s ,  h ad  

s e v e r a l  s c o t ch and so d a s  an d t h e n  a  q u i e t  d i n n e r  w i t h

Roy and me and fo r  t h e f i r s t  t im e  in  a lo n g  t im e  we 

w ere i n  b e d  b y  t e n  o ' c l o c k .  H is  w e ig h t  i s  c r e e p i n g  

up a b i t .   About 1 9 5 .  And th e  l i n e s  i n  h i s  f a c e  

a r e  d e e p e n in g .   But I  am g r a t e f u l  f o r  a  moment o f  

(  l a u g h t e r  f rom  C o rey  and Gato   and f o r  a 1 0 :0 0  ’

o ’ c lo c k  b e d tim e   .T 'n e l e a d e r s h i p  i n  th e  S e n a te  

e s p e c i a l l y  i s  in  a  p a r l o u r  s i t u a t i o n .   M a n s f i e l d ' s  

r e p o r t  on V ie tnam  h a s  b e e n  h u r t f u l .   And Fu l b r i g h t  

i s ,  t o  say t h e  l e a s t ,  an u n d e rm in in g  f o r c e . — Though 

s m a l l  c o m fo r t  h e  g o t ,  h i s  open  h e a r i n g  on V ie tnam  

wi t h  D av id  B e l l  a s  w i t n e s s .   B e l l  i s  so  d i g n i f i e d  

b u t  q u i c k  w i t h  t h e  a n s w e r ,  so c o u r t e o u s  and  a b l e .

Lyndon and  I  b o t h  t a l k e d  t o  h im  af t e r  h i s  s i x  h o u r s  

o f  t e s t i m o n y  was f i n i s h e d .   Lyndon i s  a lw ay s  q u ic k  

to  c o n g r a t u l a t e  and th a n k  anyone  o f  h i s  t r o o p s  

who h a v e  been  on  t e l e v i s i o n  a n d  h a n d le d i t  w e l l .  

T h e re  i s  a  d eep  s t r a i n  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  in  h im , f o r  

h i s  f e l l o w  w o rk e rs  i n  t h i s  job an d  I  hope i t  i s ,  i n
t u r n ,  a p p r e c i a t e d .


