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F e b r u a r y  6 ,  1966 
Sunday-

G oing  to  S t ,  M arks i s  of t en an a d v e n t u r e .  Th e y  

a r e  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  i n s i d e  of t h e  c h u r c h  so s e r v i c e s  

a r e  b e i n g  h e l d  i n ' t h e  P a r i s h  H a l l .  W ith  Lyndon i n  

H a w a i i  t h i s  was j u s t  t h e  r i g h t  t im e  f o r  me t o  go .

I  h a d  h o p e d  L y n d a  and G eo rg e  w o u ld  go w i t h  me. I  

t i p t o e d  t o  h e r  d o o r  a t  t e n  m i n u t e s  o f  e l e v e n .  A l l  

t o o  so o n  sh e  wi l l  be b a c k  a t  r e g i m e n t e d  work a t  the  

U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  l o n g  h o u r s .  So I  w e n t  a l o n e .   I  f e l t  

a  b i t  l i k e  I  h a d  b e e n  t r a n s p o r t e d  180 0 y e a r s  b a c k  

i n  t i m e  to  when t h e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n s  m et i n  s o m e b o d y 's  

ro o m . I t  w as a  c h u r c h  i n  th e  r o u n d .  T h e re  was th e  

a l t a r  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  ro o m , made o u t  o f  r a w  

p l a n k s ,  c o v e r e d  w i t h  a  r e d  c l o t h  and  B i l l  B a x t e r  

c o n d u c t e d  t h e  s e r v i c e  f a c i n g  p a r t  o f  h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  

t h e  r e s t  o f  u s  e i t h e r  on h i s  l e f t  o r  h i s  r i g h t .  And  

a  c h o i r  o f  y o u n g s t e r s  d i r e c t l y  b e h i n d  h im .  The s e rm o n  

was on t h e  h u s b a n d m an  who w en t o u t  i n  t h e  m o rn in g  who 

w e n t  o u t  i n  t h e  m o rn in g  a n d  h i r e d  men to  w o rk  i n  h i s  

v i n e y a r d s ,  a n d  a g r e e d  w i t h  th em  on a  p r i c e  o f  a  p e n n y  

a  d a y .  And t h e n  a g a i n  a t  t h e  t h i r d  h o u r  h e  w en t o u t

and  f o u n d  men s t i l l  i d l e  i n  t h e  m a r k e t  p l a c e  a n d  h i r e d  

th e m .  A g a in  a t  t h e  s i x t h  a n d  th e  n i n t h  and  ev en  a t  

t h e  e l e v e n t h  h o u r  and h i r e d  m o re .  And t h e n  w hen t h e
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days  w ork w as done h e  to l d  h i s  s t e w a r d  t o  g i v e  a l l

o f  th e m  t h e  same w a g e .  And t h e n  B i l l  s a i d  ^ s o m e th in g

l i k e  this — ' I  w onder how t h a t  s t r i k e s  y o u ?  How do
7 "you i d e n t i f y  w i t h  t h a t ?  There was th e  b r i e f e s t  o f  

p a u s e s .  N e v e r  r e a l l y  e x p e c t  a n y b o d y  to  a n s we r  b a c k  

i n  c h u r c h  w hen a  q u e s t i o n  i s  p u t .  And s u d d e n ly  a  

young woman on th e  r i g h t  s a i d  " I t  r e m in d s  me o f  r e a d -  

i n g  a  s t o r y  in  t h e  p a p e r  t h e  o t h e r  d a y  d u r i n g  t h e  b a d  

s to r m  t h a t  f e d e r a l  w o r k e r s  w ere  e x c u s e d  f ro m  com ing  

to  w ork  b u t  t h e r e  was one o f f i c e  t h a t  was d e c l a r e d  

e s s e n t i a l .  A bou t one t h i r d  o f  th e  w o r k e r s  b u n d l e d  up 

in  s k i  p a n t s  a n d  w a lk e d  f i v e  m i l e s  and  h i t c h - h i k e d  

r i d e s  and  made i t  t o  w o rk .  And th e  o t h e r  two t h i r d s  

o f  t h e  o f f i c e  d i d n ' t .  And th e  o n e - t h i r d  g o t  j u s t  

mad a s  h e c k  a n d  dem anded  t h e  w ages  b e  d o c k e d  o f  th e  

o t h e r s . ^ '  And a  y o u n g  man i n  f r o n t  o f  me s a i d  " w e l l  

B i l l , a  C o m m itte e  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  h a s  a s s i g n e d  to  

l o o k  i n t o  t h e  c a u s e s  an d  c u r e s  of  p o v e r t y  ma d e  i t s  

r e p o r t  an d  m a d s s a s  recom m ended  a  g u a r a n t e e d  incom e 

f o r  e a c h  f a m i l y .  W e ll ,  now, t h a t  g o e s  a g a i n s t  my g r a i n ,  

I  p r o b a b l y  w o u l d n ' t  b e  a n y  w o r s e  o f f  i f  I  d i d .  I t  

m ig h t  e v e n  h e l p  t h e  eco n o m y . B ut I  w ork  h a r d  f o r  my 

l i v i n g  a n d  I  j u s t  d o n ' t  l i k e  t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g " .  The 

y o u n g  l a d y  b e h i n d  me s p o k e  up an d  s a i d " B u t  o n e  g e t s  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  f ro m  w o rk  and t h o s e  wh o  r e a l l y  w o rk  g e t  

s o m e th in g  t h a t  th e  o t h e r s  who o n l y  g o t  i t  g i v e n  t o
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th e m  d i d n ' t ' * .  R a t h e r  d e l i g h t f u l l y , e v e r y o n e  a d d r e s s e d  

t h e  c le r g y m a n  a s  B i l l .  Of cou r se  we w ent on t o  t h e  

p a r a b l e  o f  t h e  p r o d i g a l  s o n .   ' ^ A s  I  l o o k e d  a r o u n d  me I  

saw t h e  lame and  t h e  h a l t /  a n d  t h e  b l i n d .  T h e re  w e re  

men w i t h o u t  c o a t s  o n .  A c o u p le  o f  a b o u t  18  y e a r  o l d  

b o y s  i n  l e a t h e r  j a c k e t s  who l o o k  l i k e  th e y  m ig h t  j u s t  

h a v e  p a r k e d  t h e i r  m o t o r c y c l e s  o u t s i d e .  But t h e  m o s t  

r e m a r k a b l e  t h i n g  was t h a t  e v e r y  f a c e  wa s  i n t e r e s t e d  

an d  many w ere s m i l i n g .  I t  was a  c o m m u n ity .  When  we 

g o t  up  t o  t a k e  communion we d i d  i t  s t a n d i n g .  T h e re  

was no a l t a r  r a i l  o f  c o u r s e .  The l i t t l e  a l t a r  i s  

r a i s e d  a b o u t  e i g h t  i n c h e s  o f f  t h e  f l o o r  o r  p l a t f o r m .

So we s t o o d  t h e r e  w i t h  o u r  h a n d s  c r o s s e d  on  a l l  

f o u r  s i d e s  o f  t h e  a l t a r  a n d  to o k  b r e a d  an d  wine a n d  

t h e n  t h e  l i n e  moved o n .  I n  a  se e d y  d r a b ,  u n f a s h i o n a b l e  

p a r t  o f  t o w n  O ld  S t .  M ark ’ s m a n a g e s  somehow t o  h a v e  

, m ore  l i f e  a n d  s p a r k  th a n  n e a r l y  a n y  c h u r c h  I  know ,

I  w i s h e d  L y n d a  a n d  G eorge  h a d  b e e n  w i t h  me. I t  was 

a l s o  good t h e a t r e .   B ack  a t  home I  f o u n d  them  up  in  

t h e  S o l a r i u m  b a r r e d  f r o m  L u c i  a  fe w  d ay s  I  h o p e  And 

s a t  down f o r  a  l o n g  c u p  o f  c o f f e e a n d  t a l k e d  w i t h  th em,  

G e o rg e  i s  e a s y ,  s m o o th ,  w o r l d l y  a n d  h a s  h a d  q u i t e  a

few  t o o  many women c r a z y  a b o u t  h im .  He w e n t  to  w ork  

a t  17 i n  H o lly w o o d  a n d  h a s  a l r e a d y  a  n i n e  y e a r  c a r e e r  

i n  m o v ie s ,  on t h e  s t a g e  a n a  TV. I  g o t  in  a  l i t t l e  w ork  

and  t h e n  we l u n c h e d  -  j u s t  t h e  t h r e e  o f  u s  on  t h e  m o s t
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w o n d e r f u l  M e x ic a n  f o o d  f lo w n  u p  f ro m  San  A n to n io  b y  

Dan Q u i l l .  We s h o u l d h ave s a v e d  i t  f o r  a  w hole  room 

f u l l  o f  T e x a n s .   B u t Z e p h y r  a n d  I  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  

f e e d  L ynda  w h i l e  sh e  l a  h e r e .  She i s  so  v e r y  t h i n .

I n  t h e  m id d le  o f  th e  - a f t e r n o o n  I  w e n t  b o w l in g  w i th  

P a t  a n d  C i s s y  M o r r i s s e y  a n d  a  n i c e  L i f e  p h o t o g r a p h e r  

came a l o n g  t o  t a k e  a  p i c t u r e ,  P a t  a lw a y s  b e a t s  me 

b y  4 0  o r  50 so  I  e x u l t e d  wh e n  I  r o l l e d  up a  s c o r e  

o f  1 5 1  a n d  a c t u a l l y  p a s s e d  h im .  F o r  y e a r s  I  h a v e  

m oved so  u n s e l f c o n s c i o u s l y  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  r e p o r t e r s  

a n d  p h o t o g r a p h e r s  and  j u s t  t h i s  l a s t  y e a r  o r  s o  I  

am n e v e r  q u i t e  s u r e  w h e th e r  I  s h o u l d  o r  s h o u l d n ' t

( and I f e e l  wooden and unnatural in  th e ir  p resen ce,
J

B ut L i f e  i s  d o i n g  a  s t o r y  a b o u t  w h a t  L u c i  1 8 , / d o e s  

w i t h  h er  t i m e .  C o o k in g ,  s t u d y i n g  n u r s i n g ,  g o in g  

o u t  f o r  p i z z a s  w i th  P a t ,  f o r  c h ur c h ,  r i d i n g  i n  h e r  

s p o r t s  c a r  w i t h  t h e  t o p  dow n, a n d  on  w h a t  t h o s e  tw o  

do w i t h  o t h e r  m em bers o f th e  f a m i l y .  I t  i s  a  c a l -

c u l a t e d  g a m b le  t o  b e  n a t u r a l .  B u t I  h a v e n ' t  q u i t e  

c l im b e d  i n t o  t h e c a ve y e t  a n d  r o l l e d  t h e  r o c k  in  

f r o n t  o f  i t .

And t h e n ,  oh  d e l i g h t ,  I  was g o in g  o u t  f o r  

d i n n e r  t o  t h e  C l a r k  C l i f f o r d s .  J u s t  th e  t h r e e  o f  

u s .  I t  was a  b e a u t i f u l l y  c i v i l i z e d  e v e n i n g ,  s i t t i n g  

In  f r o n t  o f  t h e  f i r e ,  r e m i n i s c i n g  a b o u t  t h e  New Y e a r , , 

p a r t ies t h a t  t h e y  h a d  f o r  a b o u t  tw e lv e  y e a r s  i n  a  row



c
T o s o  m any of‘ th e m  we cam e!   I n  w h ic h  a l l  t h e  f a m i ly  

d i d  a  s k i t  a b o u t  W a s h in g to n  l i f e .  So p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  

so g a y ,  t h e  d i a l o g ues and t h e s o n g s  w e re  a s  good a s  

a n y t h i n g  I  h a v e  s e e n  on B ro a d w a y , M ost o f  a l l  I  l i k e  

t o  t h i n k  a bo u t  t h e  w ay t h e y  w r o te  t h e m .  The t h r e e  

C l i f f o r d  d a u g h t e r s  a n a  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s ,  a s  h u s b a n d s  

came i n t o  th e  f a m i l y ,  C l a r k  s i t t i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  

d i n i n g  ro o m  t a b l e  a l l  d a y  l o n g  on S unday  f o r  a b o u t  

t e n  S u n d ay s  i n  t h e  f a l l ,  t r y i n g  o u t  l i n e s  w h ic h  m e t  

w i t h  c r a s h i n g  s i l e n c e  o r  an u p r o a r  o f  l a u g h t e r .  Then 

on New Y e a r s  th e r e  w o u ld  b e  a  m i x t u r e  o f  Supreme 

C o u r t  j u s t i c e s ,  s e n a t o r s ,  d i p l o m a t i c  c o r p s ,  o c c u p y in g  

e v e r y  c h a i r  an d  s i t t i n g  on e v e r y  b i t  o f  f l o o r  u n t i l

f i n a l l y  whe n t h e  crow d r e a c h e d  2 3 2 ,  M arny s a i d ,  "No 

m o re ."

Our b u s i n e s s  was to  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  

t h e  L i b r a r y  g r o u p  w h ic h  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  a  week f ro m  

to m o rro w  and I  w a n te d  C la r k  to  h a v e  s o r t  o f  a  d r y  r u n  

o f  i t ,  f i r s t .  I t  w ould  o f  c o u r s e  b e  a  p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t .

We woul d  n e e d  t o  h e a r  f ro m  D r, Ransom on w h a t h i s  

U n i v e r s i t y  c o m m i t t e e  h a d  done at th e  s c h o o l s  visited  

to  s e t  up  a  b u d g e t  an d  l o o k  a t  p o s s i b l e  p e r s o n n e l  for  

t h e  s c h o o l  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e .  B u t t h a t  w as a  d i f f e r e n t

m a t t e r .   And f r o m  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s ,  B u n s h a f t  a n d  B r o o k s ,

We w e re  p r e s e n t l y  a t  t h e  r a t h e r  c r u c i a l  p o i n t  o f  h a v i n g  

to  go a h e a d  w i th  a l l  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  t h e y  h a v e  made on 

L  t h e  s p a c e  r e q u i r e m e n t  an d  m ak in g  s u r e  t h a t  a l l  o f  us know w hat 

.̂.. they  a r e  and  a g r e e .  And say  w h a te v e r  we fee l .

-  5
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B il l  H eath  is  the "Pa p a c i ta " of the whole l i b r a r y  p ro je c t  a c tu a l ly ,  and  

we s h a l l  look  to h im  to keep  i t  on the t r a c k .  The im p o r ta n t  th ing, I  think, 

i s  to e s ta b l i s h  an  Ac q u is i t io n s  Co m m it te e .

I ta lk e d  to C la r k  about who that should  be and  we both  d ec id ed  on D r.  

R ansom  b e c a u se  of U n iv e rs i ty  c o n ta c ts ,  an d  b e c a u se  of h is  g r e a t  

c r e d e n t ia l s  and  a c q u is i t io n s  of a l l  l i b r a r y  m a te r ia l .

And p ro b ab ly  M ary  L a s k e r ,  if  she would s e rv e ,  b e c a u s e  she  w ould 

know how to ev a lu a te  ob jec ts  of a r t  tha t  we w e re  o ffe red , an d  how to go 

a f t e r  o b jec ts  of a r t ,  su ch  a s  P r e s id e n t i a l  p o r t r a i t s  we d id n 't  have an d  

w an ted  to get.

And then  v e r y  im p o rta n tly , th e re  m u s t  b e  som ebody  f ro m  L y n d o n 's  

s ta ff ,  who knows in t im a te ly  h is  l ife ,  h is  le g is la t iv e  and ex ecu tiv e  a c h ie v e - 

m e n ts .   What do we w an t to e m p h a s iz e  -- so c ia l  rev o lu tio n , the p a r t  that 

the C iv il  R ig h ts  m o v e m e n t  h a s  p lay ed  in  h is  c a r e e r ,  h is  r o le  in  sp a c e  -- and 

in  the g r e a t  so c ie ty ;  o r  the le g is la t io n  about education , o r  m e d ic a l  r e s e a r c h ,

o r  b e a u t i f ic a t io n ? ?   W hat do we w an t to p u r s u e ?   What a r e  the m a jo r  1 •

e m p h a s e s  the L i b r a r y ?   If i t ' s  C iv il  R ig h ts ,  do we w an t to t r y  to get 

the p a p e r s  of su ch  peop le  a s  R o y  W ilkins, o r  G o v ern o r  W allace  of A lab am a ,

o r  o th e r  so u th e rn  g o v e rn o rs?

C la r k  thought such  a  c o m m it te e  should  only have five m e m b e r s ,  so th a t  

i t  co u ld  w o rk  e ff ic ien tly .  He h a s  a  qu ie t,  w e l l - o r d e r e d  w ay  of helping me a r r i v e
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a t  som e s e n se  of o r d e r  and p ro c e d u re ,  and w hat I w ant to do with the th re e

o r  fo u r  h o u rs  a t  ou r  d isp o sa l  a t  such  a m ee tin g .

A f te r  a  m o s t  d e lic io u s  s tea k ,  and  a  c r e a m  pie th a t  ju s t  f lo a te d  in ,  we 

s a t  once m o re  by  the f i r e  and  h a d  coffee , and  ta lk e d  u n ti l  I  fe l t  we h ad  the 

m e e t in g  f a i r ly  w e ll  p lanned .  By now, som e 20 o r  p o s s ib ly  30 n a m e s  had  

b een  d ro p p ed  in to  the pool, of p o ss ib le  people to c o n s id e r  a s  h ead  of the 

sch o o l of public  a f f a i r s .

I  m u s t  ta lk  to D r. R an so m  soon about them , and  a s  we have White H ouse 

d in n e r s ,  I  hope tha t  I m ig h t  a s k  one o r  two of the m o s t  p ro m is in g  to e a c h  of 

them , and  m ay b e  have a  chance  fo r  a  qu ie t  hou r of tea ,  to look them o v er  

m y se lf .

I le f t  a  l i t t le  a f te r  10 and w as hom e by 11, f in ish ing  m y  B r i t i s h  m y s te r y  

novel and thinking b ack  on B i l l 's  l in e s ,  " B le s s  thy s e rv a n t ,  Lyndon", and 

hoping  tha t he w as  being b le s s e d ;  I 'd  s een  that he had  gone to c h u rc h  in  a 

downpour.

A nd th a t  M adam  Ky w as accom pany ing  h e r  h u sb an d  to the Honolulu 

m e e tin g ,  an d  once m o re  I  had  th a t  s e n se  of be ing  divided, su n d e re d ,  and 

not knowing r e a l ly  w hich  p lace  I ought to be , o r  w an ted  to b e .  P ro b a b ly  

I 'm  m is s in g  one of the m o s t  d r a m a t ic   sobo^K  th re e  days in  the whole y e a r s  

of m y  life ,  by not being w ith  Lyndon.
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