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T h is  w as the b ig  day. We had  com e to sp ea k  of i t  as "The Par ty ", and  

nobody doubts w hat we m ean . I t 's  the L indow 's  p a r ty  fo r L u c i, c e n te re d  

a ro u n d  V a le n tin e 's  day, g iven  by H elene , L u c i 's  b e s t  f r ie n d  th rough  NCS 

d ay s.

B ill H itch co ck , Luci's "b r o th e r " and  Ann P itm a n  a re  up fro m  A u stin  and  

Susan an d  J im  R ay  fro m  H ale C e n te r , and M r. and  M rs . N ugent w ere  

d riv in g  fro m  W aukeegan, to spend  the w eekend  w ith  u s . It w ill be o u r 

f i r s t  m e e tin g . T hey  a r e  h e re  fo r the p a r ty , an d  then  on to F lo r id a .

Such w as the s e ttin g  of a  day of joyous reu n io n , som ew hat of an  e a sy , 

aw k w ard  f i r s t  m e e tin g , a p p ro a c h e d  w ith  s im p le  good w ill, and g a la  a n tic ip a tio n . 

B ut the r e g u la r  b u s in e s s  of the day w en t fo rw a rd .

In  th e  m o rn in g , I  m e t w ith  M rs . P ro v e n s en  in  the Q u e e n 's  Room  fo r  ab o u t 

two h o u rs  of w o rk  on m y  sp ee ch  -- the  R o a d b u ild e rs  A sso c ia tio n  in  D en v er, bu t 

i t  w as in te r ru p te d  by  a  q u es tio n  -- Would I go to the L in co ln  M e m o ria l w ith  

Lyndon, to la y  a  w re a th ?  -- i t  w as L in c o ln 's  b ir th d a y .  Of c o u rse  I w ould.

On ab o u t five m in u te s  n o tic e , I  w as off w ith  h im . How good to get a  

few  m in u te s  in  the c a r  a lo n e . I t  w as a  b r ie f  and  im p re s s iv e  c e re m o n y  a t  

the  L in co ln  M e m o ria l. John  S p ark m an  re a d  the G etty sb u rg  A d d re ss . Lyndon 

p la c e d  a  w re a th  an d  s to o d  fo r  a  v e ry  long m o m en t, w ith  h is  he ad  bow ed, in  

f ro n t  of L in c o ln 's  s ta tu e . I hope I have the g ra c e  to u n d e rs ta n d  the w eig h t 

of a l l  the co n flic tin g  s t r a in s  of thought and  hope th a t w ent th ro u g h  h is  m ind .

A nd th en  the five o th e r  w re a th s  w e re  la id , one by S e v illa -S a c a sa , D ean of
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the D ip lo m a t ic  C o r p s ;  one  by  the M ex ic a n  d e le g a t io n ,  A m b a s s a d o r  M a r g a in ,  

the  on ly  o t h e r  n a t io n  r e p r e s e n t a t e d .  I spotteid the  -T a o s , a n d  w e  w e n t  o v e r  

to s p e a k  a  m o m e n t ,  and  th e n  w e w e r e  off to the  W hite H o u s e .

In  the  m e a n t i m e ,  L u c i  h a d  m e t  the  N u g en ts  a t  H o w a rd  J o h n s o n 's  in  

C h ev y  C h a s e ,  a n d  e s c o r t e d  them  b a c k  to the  W hite H o u se ,  a n d  th e y  w e r e  

u p  in  the S o la r iu m ,  the  ^ow er of l i t t l e  p r i n c e s s .

We j o in e d  L y n d o n  f o r  lu n ch , e ig h t  of u s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  R a y ^ s ,  a n d  the 

l ig h t ,  the  l a u g h t e r ,  e a s e ,  the good m ix in g  of the  lu n ch  w a s  L y n d o n . "W e ll ,  

M r s .  N u g en t,  P a t ' s  b e e n  a  p r e t t y  good boy. G e ts  in  b e f o r e  d a y l ig h t  e v e r y  

m o r n in g .  "

d e sk ,  a n d  th e n  i t  w a s  t im e  to  g e t  r e a d y  f o r  the  p a r ty .  I  w o r e  m y  y e l lo w  

c h if fo n , Jestn L o u is  p u t  m y  h a i r  up , in  w h a t  I h o p ed  w a s  a  q u e e n ly  a r r a y  

on the  top  o f  m  y  h e a d ,  and  I  to o k  M r .  a n d  M r s .  N ugent to  the  C i ty  T a v e r n

in  G e o rg e to w n , fo r  once  in  m y  l i f e , / w i t h  L u c i  a h e a d  o f m e ,  a t  no  u rg in g ^ _ _ _  

*^o t h r i l l e d ,  so  a p p r e c i a t i v e ,  w an tin g  to p ro v e  h e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  b y  a r r i v i n g  

a s  the  h o s t e s s  r e q u e s t e d ,  a t  a  q u a r t e r  of e ig h t .
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M rs . N ugent i s  a n  a m p u te e , an d  i t  i s  v e ry  h a r d  fo r  h e r  to g e t in  and

out of c a r s .  She s a id  she  w ould lik e  to s i t  in  f ro n t  w ith  the c h au ffe u r , i t

w as e a s ie r .  I f lin ch ed  from  the p r e s s  re a c tio n  th is  t r iv ia l  b it  w ould c a u se , 

and  sa id , "Oh no. I b e liev e  y o u 'll  be r e a l  co m fo rta b le  on the b a c k  s e a t, n ex t 

to  the window. " She looked  v e ry  p re t ty  in  a  tu rq u o ise  d r e s s ,  h e r  m a n n e r  

e a sy , w arm  - and  M r. N ugent is  v e ry  young looking , qu ite  lik e  P a t ,  a  n ice  

m ix tu re  of d ig n ified  r e s p e c t /  a nd e a sy  f r ie n d lin e s s .

I t w as d r iz z lin g  ra in , bu t a s  we d rove  up to C ity  T a v e rn , th e re  w as 

enough P r e s s  and c a m e ra s  to co v er a  g re a t  opening n igh t. T he s ta r s  had  

a lr e a d y  gone in , L u c i an d  P a t  - I  liv e d  up to i t  w ith  the b e s t  sm ile  T could , 

a s  the th re e  of u s« h u r r ie d  in  ou t of the ra in .

I
W hat an  a m az in g , d e lig h tfu l m ix tu re  of p a r ty  i t  w a s .  M rs . L indow , w ho '

A

lo o k ed  b e a u tifu l and  e le g an t in  a  w hite b ead ed  d r e s s  and e la b o ra te  h a ird o ,

h ad  w an ted  L uc i to m ak e  up the l i s t  - and L u c i, a s  only she  cou ld , h ad

in c lu d ed  f r ie n d s  fro m  18 to  70. How e x tra o rd in a r i ly  g en e ro u s  i t  w as of

the Lindow s> to w an t i t  th a t way!

T h e re  w as Lissie G ra n t fro m  h e r  NCS days; Ann P itm a n , th e  only  one

of th e ir  A u stin  f r ie n d s  w ho‘d b een  ab le  to c o m e ; and  fro m  h e r  y e a r s  of

ro m a n c e  w ith  the P ag e  School, Bob B a rc u s , Don A n d erso n , and  H itch  - a l l   
i'

qu a lify in g  a s  "b r o th e r s ".

Two of the m o s t d e c o ra tiv e  co u p les  in  town, E d. and  B a rb a ra  Howa r ,  and  

N ancy and  D ick D ick e rso n  - whom L u c i c o n s id e rs  h e r  own sp e c ia l f r ie n d s .  A t
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le a s t  one couple fro m  the c am p a ig n  t r a i l ,  the W illiam  F e ld s te in s ,  H er 

sk iin g  f r ie n d s ,  D avid and  C ec ily C o rc o ra n ; Ann H and -- she u se d  to  s i t  

fo r  the fiv e  l i t t le  H a n d s -- Ll oyd w as so m ew h ere  a ro u n d  the w o rld  w ith  the

V ice P re s id e n t .  M idsh ipm an  L e ro y  B a te s  fro m  h e r  b r ie f  e n c o u n te r  w ith

:
the A cadem y . My own good f r ie n d s  the H ale B oggs, who hav e  th a t   

h a b it  of in c lu d in g  o n e 's  c h ild re n , i n  th e ir  own c ir c le  of f r ie n d s .

A nd a  v e ry  g en e ro u s  con tingen t fro m  o u r s ta ff  - the A b e lls , and the 

C a rp e n te r s ,  P a ts y  and  M arie  an d  V ick i; a n d , of c o u rse , A sh ton  and  h e r  

h u sb an d  - o ften  L u c i’s ch a p e ro nes and  a lw ays h e r  fa v o r ite s .  The B ill 

M o y e rs , the M arv in  W atsons ~ they  d o n 't go out m uch and I w as d e lig h ted  

to  see  them  hav ing  fun. L u ci ’s o ld  b o s s , D r. K ra sk in , who sa id  ru e fu lly , 

"Y ou m ay  have g a in ed  a  so n -in - la w , bu t I 'v e  lo s t  a  m igh ty  good em p lo y ee . " 

I  w as d e lig h ted  th a t L uc i pu t on the P h ilip  N ichols - s h e 's  w o rk ed  w ith  

L yndon  s in c e  1939. T h e re  w as Ju a n ita , M ild red  S tegall, and , of c o u rs e ,  

W illie  Day T a y lo r  - w ho has tended  to L u c i a l l  of h e r  l i t t le  l ife . It w as s o r t  

of o ld  h o m e  w eek , - d e lic io u s , and  cozy , and  fu ll of 'you  r e m e m b e r  w h en '.
n

Nobody h ad  m o re  fun than  D r. T ra v e l,  who r e a l ly  lo v es  L u c i. I saw  

h e r  dancing  the fru g  w ith  som e young W hite H ouse a id e ; and  I th ink  P e r le  

M e sta , who lo o k ed  qu ite  r e g a l ,  in  a  m a rv e lo u s  gown and je w e ls , n e v e r  

m is s e d  a  dance e i th e r .  I  m u s t say  the fu ll d r e s s  u n ifo rm s  of the five o r  

s ix  W hite H ouse a id e s  th a t L u c i had  a sk e d , l e n t c o lo r  and  g la m o r to the

MEMORANDUM



MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H X X O T O N

S a tu rd a y , F e b ru a ry  12, 1966 P age  5

p a r ty  and  to the dancing .

D iana and  D onald w ere  th e re , an d  the Dale M ille rs  - and  two of the 

o th e r  v e ry  d e c o ra tiv e  co u p les  a ro u n d  town, the young Tazew ell S h ep h erd s; 

an d  Woody an d  M ary  El le n  W oodw ard  -- Woody u se d  to h e lp  m e w a rm  L u c i 's  

b o t t le  w h ile  I put on the co ffee pot fo r  h is  b re a k fa s t ,  w hen he f i r s t  cam e 

to  w o rk  fo r  u s , and  s ta y e d  w ith  u s  a t  30th P la c e  in  1948, and  h a s  b e e n  doing 

th ings fo r  h e r  e v e r  s in c e .

And H o m er T h o rn b e r ry  r e p re s e n te d  h is  fam ily , an d  s a t  on m y  r ig h t.

F o r  so  m an y  y e a r s ,  on 30th. P la c e , the th re e  T h o rn b e r ry  c h ild re n  w ere

L u c i 's  c o n s ta n t co m pan ions and  b e s t  f r ie n d s . ''
' ^  a''- ' .

T he d in n e r  m e n u  w as p a in ted  on a  tra y , tro m p e  l ' o e il, I  b e lie v e  w ould  

be  the n am e . It w as C onsomme T ru e  L ove, Capon V irg in ia  a la  L u c i, W ild 

R ice  P a t r ic k ,  A sp a ra g u s  W a u k e g a n , P e d e rn a le s  Salad, and C h e r r ie s  F lam b e  

and  P e t i t - f o u r s  in  the shape of V a le n tin e s . I t w as d e lic io u s , b u t the d ancing  

w as so  good^ Sidney played/^ w hen I w as  h a lf  th ro u g h  a  c o u rs e , I w ould s t a r t  

on the f lo o r  w ith  som ebody  and dance so long  that I w ould ge t b a c k  to find  

th a t th a t c o u rse  d isa p p e a re d ]

A t one end of the b a llro o m , M rs . Lindow  h ad  a  s m a ll  g a rd e n  m ad e  of 

a  f lo w erin g  sh ru b s  and  p la n ts , and  in  the c e n te r  of i t ,  w hat sh o u ld  th e re  be 

b u t o u r two doves fro m  the W hite H ouse, in  th e ir  p a g o d a -sh ap ed  b i rd  cag e , 

em ittin g  th e ir  q u ie t l i t t le  coos]
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O ur h o s t  m ade  a  v e ry  n ice  to a s t  w hen the c h a m p a g n e ̂ follow ed the 

d e s s e r t ,  and  then  th e re  b eg an  a  ro u n d  of to a s ts  by  young peo p le , of g r e a t  

v a r ie ty  an d  c h a rm .

S ta ffo rd  H u tch in so n ’s w as v e ry  am u sin g  - h e 's  a  b o rn  a c to r .  He lau d ed
I n

the in s ti tu tio n  of m a tr im o n y  - no fa m ily  shou ld  be w ithou t i t .

B ill  H itc h c o c k 's  w as sw ee t an d  v e ry  n a tu ra l ,  and  you th fu lly  e a r n e s t .  And

th en  c a m e  J o e .  N e ss , a  v e ry  han d so m e young m an , one of P a t 's  f r ie n d s ,  th e re

w e re  s ix  o r e igh t of h is  f r ie n d s  who had  d riv e n  down fro m  W a u k e g a n , and

fro m  M a rq u e tte . I t  w as sm o o th  and  v e ry  w e ll done an d  I  w as so  g lad  to ,

h e a r  fro m  th e  o th e r s id e  of the h o u se . I d id n 't  w an t i t  to be only  L u c i’s

p a r ty  .

S tev ie  S te in e r t 's ,  h e 's  a n o th e r  one of L u c i 's  P age f r ie n d s ,  w as 

p re d ic ta b ly  s e n tim e n ta l.

A nd th en  cam e  the s u r p r i s e  of the even ing , Ann H and, w ho, w hen  she

m a r r i e d  L loyd , a t  the age of 18, w as studying  fo r  o p e ra , sang  h e r  to a s t  -
n

Love is  a  M any S p lendored  T hing . She and  the song w e re  b e au tifu l.

H o m er an d  I h ad  b e en  m u tte r in g  to each  o th e r abou t -"W o n d er i f  L y n d o n 's  

c o m in g ?" "Do you th ink  one of u s  should  b e t te r  go and  phone? "  I d id  so  w ant 

h im  to co m e, b u t no t to p r e s s u r e  h im .

And ab o u t th a t tim e  H ale B oggs took h is  g la ss  in  h an d  and  sa id , " I  p ro p o se  

the to a s t  to the P re s id e n t  of the  U nited  S ta te s ."  At th a t p r e c is e  m o m e n t,  and  

a  r ip p le  w en t th ro u g h  the g a th e rin g , a lm o s t lik e  the ru ff le  of d ru m s , in  s tro d e
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tim ingLyndon fro m  the b ac k  d o o r. P e r f e c t  tim in g  bu t -- I  found l a t e r  -- co m p le te ly  

unp lanned .

M rs . L indow , thoughtfu l o f e v e ry  d e ta il ,  h ad  had  a c h a ir  w aiting  in  

c a s e  he d id  co m e , w hich  she  d rew  up b e s id e  h e r ,  and  he w as ju s t  in  t im e  

to h e a r  L u c i’s own an sw e rin g  to a s t. We c o u ld n 't  have a s k e d  fo r  m ore.^

I w as v e ry  p ro u d  - m o d e s t, s in c e re ,  g ra te fu l, ch a rm in g , n a tu ra l .

A nd then  we a l l  danced  som e m o re  - Lyndon w ith  M rs . L indow , an d  

w ith  L u c i, and  m e . M r. N ugent, i t  tu rn e d  out, w as a  good d a n c e r , and  

on the f lo o r  e v e ry  m in u te . Nobody ex p la in ed  o r  m en tio n ed  why M rs . 

N ugent d id  no t d an ce . Som e of u s , of c o u rse , knew , and  I  m u rm u r e d  i t  

to a  few  - and  I w as p le a se d  to  see  P e r le  M esta  com ing  o v e r  an d  ch a ttin g  

w ith  her^  a s s e v e ra l  of the g u e s ts  did, indeed , when the tab le  b e g a n  to 

e m p ty  w ith  dancing .

T h e re  h ad  b e e n  one o th e r  d e lig h tfu l l i t t le  to a s t, th a t added  a  f i l l ip  -D av id  

C o rc o ra n , a  poem  he co m p o sed  w hile s ittin g  a t  the tab le , abou t th e ir  sk iin g  

t r ip  - g en tly  am u sin g , ca llin g  L u c i h is  l i t t le  snow bunny.

It w as a  p e r fe c t ly  d e lic io u s^  w o n d erfu l p a r ty  and I w as re lu c ta n t  to go, 

bu t abou t 12:20 I a cco m p an ied  Lyndon and  H om er h o m e, leav in g  the p a r ty  

to go on fo r a n o th e r  h o u r and  a  h a lf .

And a l l  r e p o r ts  a f te rw a rd /  were th a t i t  w as the m o s t genuine, happy m ix in g .
yv

w ith  the m o s t d iv e rs e  c ro w d  - a l l  d raw n  th e ir  by  one re a so n , "We love L u c i."
a  l i t t le

Lyndon an d  I r e a d  the Sunday p a p e rs  un til /  a f te r  two o 'c lo c k  L u c i c a m e
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in , h e r  P r in c e s s  M a rg a re t  d r e s s ,  looking in d eed , lik e  a  l i t t l e  p r in c e s s  and

s t i l l  f lo a tin g  on a i r .  T he day h as  b een  p e r fe c t  and  i t  is  o v e r .

# # # # # # #
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