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We w en t to N ation al C ity  C h r istia n  C hurch, H om er, and L yndon and I  

W e a lte r n a te  a s  to w h ich  ch u rch  w e go, and it  i s  m uch to m y  lik in g  that w e  

go a t a l l .

I fin d  D r, D a v is ' serm o n s r e a l is t ic  and im p a ss io n e d . I lik e  him  b e tte r  

and b e tter  a s  a p r e a ch er , and a s  a m an, an d I m u st sa y  that Lyndon i s  m uch  

m o r e  a t hom e h e r e  that he i s  a t St. M ark s, w h ich  I find  m o r e  p h ilo so p h ica l, 

e x c it in g .  I am  not su re  I am  a lw ays in  tune w ith  it ,  but th ere  i s  a sp ir itu a l

s tr iv in g , an a tm o sp h ere  of com m u n ity  b etw een  B il l  B a x ter  and the fo lk s
1

who go.

B ec a u se  L yndon's hands w e re  s t i l l  so re  from  the grow th s burnt o ff of

th em , w e did not s ta y  fo r  c o ffe e . T h e se  grow ths a re  b eco m in g  in c r e a s in g

n u isa n ce  -- pain fu l, u g ly , p reven tin g  us from  long s e s s io n s  o f hand shak ing , 

w h ich  Lyndon fin d s a r e a lly  so r t  of a life  lin e  b etw een  him  and the p eop le  he  

s e r v e s .

B a ck  at the W hite H ou se , I w ent up to L u c i's  dom ain . E v eryb od y  w a s  - 

g ath ered  in  the so la r iu m , r e m in isc in g  about the night b efo re; W asn't i t  

fun when - -  D idn't you ju st lo v e . . . .  T h is  i s  one of the n ic e s t  p arts  about 

a  p arty . I w as so  g lad  that a l l  the g u e s ts  from  so  fa r  o ff d id  g e t to c o m e  

and so  s o r r y  about som e that didn't.

T hen, a l i t t le  b e fo re  two, M r, and M rs, N ugent, and H om er, and Lyndon  

and I had lu n ch . L u ci w as taking som e of h er  g u e s ts  to the a ir p o r t.

L yndon 's p r e se n c e  and m an ner i s  the g r e a te s t  h e lp . He ca n  do so  m uch  

to b r id ge  the gaps, to be an am alga m , to m ake th ings go. What n atu ra l u n ea se
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I'd had in  exp ectin g  the N u g e n ts '  v is i t ,  w as d is s ip a t in g  in  the w arm  and

n a tu ra l a tm o sp h ere , for  w hich I m u st g ive Lyndon so  m uch c r e d it .

A nd then he took  a  nap, and I w en t to  jo in  M rs. P r o v e n s e n in  the  

Q u een 's  R o o m  t o w ork  for  a lm o s t  tw o h o u r s  on the A m e r ica n  R o a d b u ild ers  

Sp eech . T h ere  i s  a g rea t s a t is fa c t io n  in  w ork! It m a k es  m e f e e l  b e tter  

p h y s ic a lly  and  m en ta lly , and I do think th is  sp e ec h  i s  go in g  to be the b e tte r  

for  it .

D orothy Nic h o ls  cam e to m ake a l it t le  c a ll  on L yndon. I stop p ed  by

for  a  m in u te w ith  th em . She lo v e s  liv in g  in  N ew  Y ork  and sh e s a y s  s h e 's

x /  i
on ly  now g ettin g  aw a y  fro m  a  gu ilt c o m p le x  > /at not b e in g  b ack  at w ork .

Jim  C ain  cam e in  about Seven . How so r r y  w e w ere  that he had n 't b e e n  

a t the p arty  the n igh t b e fo r e ! We had  d inner to g e th er , Lyndon, and the 

N u gen ts, and th is  tim e P at and L uci and the R ay s , and J im .  Lyndon  

ta lk ed  about h is  tr ip  to H aw aii. H e'd b een  g r ea tly  im p r e s s e d  w ith  W e stm o r e - 

land , and ra th er  im p r e s s e d  w ith  Ky.

He ta lk ed  about som e of the p lu se s , so m e of th e  'our sid es' of the s to r y  

that happened in  V ie t  N a m , that som eh ow  / n e v e r  s e e  the lig h t o f p r in t.

F o r  in s ta n c e , now a m e d ic a l s e r v ic e , p lus the g r ea t boon of h e lic o p te r s ,  

m a k es i t  p o s s ib le  to g et to a wounded m an w ith in  an h ou r, and g e t h im  to 

a h o sp ita l in  not lo n g er  than th ree  h o u rs , and w ould sa v e  a l l  but one p e r c e n t  

of the w ounded, w h ich  i s  a far  b e tter  p ercen ta g e  than in  o th er  w a r s .

He ta lk ed  about the SEATO T rea ty , w hich had b een  p a s s e d  by the Senate
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82 to 1, L an ger w as the one a g a in s t it .  Inc id en ta lly , Johnson and K ennedy

did not v o te .

"Now,” h e  sa id , "we a r e  try in g  to c a r r y  out the co n tr a c ts  they m ad e. "

We w e r e  d is c u s s in g  the debate in the country , on the V ie t n a m  p o licy , a s  

opened  up by  the debate in  the Senate.

A t lun ch , L afayette  P a rk  had b e e n  fu ll o f p ic k e te r s . I d idn't lo o k  to 

s e e  i f  they w e r e  s t i l l  th ere  at d in n er. It's  such  a com m on  thing now -  166 

t im es  the la s t  y e a r , the W hite H ouse w as p ick eted .

Lyndon sa id , "T his thing i s  a ssu m in g  rath er  dan gerou s p ro p o rtio n s, 

that i s ,  d iv id in g  the cou ntry , and g iv in g our e n e m ie s  w rong id ea  of the w il l  

of th is cou n try  to f ig h t."

G en era l M axw ell T aylor had b een  trem en d ou s, m ag n ificen t on TV. We 

c a lle d  him  to te ll  him  so . He sa id , "I w as ju st w arm ing u p / f or  the Senate  

C o m m itte e ."

One lo o k s  at the pause in r e tr o s p e c t  - th ose 37 d a y s, w a s  it , w hen we  

w e r e  h o p efu lly  se ttin g  the s ta g e  for  so m e  so r t  o f  p ea ce  o r rapprochem ent 

for g e ttin g  to g eth er  a t the co n feren ce  tab le , running a ll  o v er  the w orld , 

a sk in g  ev ery b o d y  to jo in  in  p ea ce  e ffo r ts . Was it  a good id ea  or n ot?

A s o f today, one doubts it . I s t i l l  b e lie v e  that i t ' s  a so r t  o f n a tion a l p roo f  

of going the la s t  m ile ,  b ein g  w illin g  to m ake a ll  e ffo r t. It had c e r ta in ly  

b een  a Fulb r ig h t  id ea  and a M o rse  id ea , though lit t le  c r e d it  w e got 

from  them fo r  pursu in g  it .
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The TV and the vo lu m in ou s Sunday p a p ers , about s ix  o f them , a r e  a 

b ig  p a rt o f our Sundays, and one of the th ings that had d elig h ted  m e  w a s  

an  a r t ic le  on A m e r ic a 's  p r ize -w in n in g  h ighw ay, a sc e n ic  highw ay in  the 

m ou n ta in s, the S ierra  N ev a d a s, in  C a lifo rn ia . E ith er  th ere  i s  a r is in g  

tide through the cou n try , or  am  I ju st lis te n in g  m o r e , b e c a u se  of m y  own 

?in t e r e s t?

A noth er b ig  s to r y  on the c lea n in g  up the P o to m a c .
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