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My V alentine w as that ̂ Lyndon slep t until 9 o 'c lock . T here couldn't 

be a happier gift. I spent the night in m y room , and p e rv er se ly  woke 

b efore eight, had coffee in  the W est h a ll with Jim Cain, Dr. B erk eley , 

and Dr. Fox, and M arvin and Jake, w hile we w aited  for Lyndon to wake 

up and fin ish  having h is m ed ica l exam . The resu lts  of a ll the te s ts  w ere  

good, the w eight of the problem s in h is head don't show up yet on h is body 

u n less  it 's  those deepening lin es  on h is ch eek s. He has kept under 200 

pounds - we have ev ery  reason  to be gratefu l.

Then, when the d octors le ft, the Nugents cam e in to have a cup of

coffee and say  goodbye. It turned out to be a long and v e ry  in terestin g

talk . I brought up the subject of what Pat and Luci w ill do on their return
Pat

from  their honeym oon, which a ltern ative - whether to work at the job  / has 

gotten for h im se lf  - G overnm ent C om m ittee on the H ill, and an apartm ent 

h ere  in  W ashington. Or go to A u s t i n  as Lyndon has su ggested , fin ish  

getting h is  M a ster 's  at the U n iv ersity  of T exas, w hile Luci goes on with 

sch oo l, and w hile Pat w orks at le a s t , part tim e, under the incom parable  

tu telage of J e s se  K ellam , a p r iv ileg es  whose duration is  not known to any 

of u s.

O r, and this is  the third a ltern ative , and I, m y se lf ,, am in clin ed  to 

favor it . Just p ick out U n iversity  "X", w here they have a good b u sin ess  

A d m in istra tion  school, w here they w ill be com p letely  separated  from  fam ily

- _______
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on their own, to inake their own m ista k es , or their own h ap p in ess. To try  j

it  for at le a s t  one yea r , learning about life  together and r esp o n sib ility  and ’

independence, then a lw ays, alw ays hope they w ill com e back to A ustin  by

ch o ice . I
i
I

Mr. Nugent quickly sa id  that the W ashington job would be h is  la s t  ch o ice . i 

He thought they would be much b etter  off away from  the spotlight of the 

White H ouse and away from  a G overnm ent job. I w as p leased  he said that,

but h e 's  in clin ed  to favor A ustin , and Lyndon very  much thinks that A ustin  I
i!

i s  the b e s t  solution  for them .
■ I

Our d ifficu lty  is  - how long, how supple would be the lea sh  around P a t's  |

neck , a s  a so n -in -la w  working at KTBC; Would we o v ersee  him  too much, I

. b lam e, or p ra ise , or expect too m uch. I want their com panionship but I 

want their independence m ore . If they w ere off at U n iversity  'X', they  

would have to lea rn  what daddy alw ays u sed  as though it  w ere one word,

" the-value-of-the-dollar",

Y esterd ay , Lyndon had undertaken to find out the w hereabouts of the 

N ugent's older son, who i s  in V ie t n a m  and from  whom they haven't h eard  

in  a lit t le  over three w eek s. His d isco v ery  w as that h is Company w as  

d irec tly  in  the m id st of the roughest fighting, O peration Double E ag le . , 

Nothing i s  known about any one individual. The M arines say  they get w ord  

of a wounded or k illed  m an to h is  pa ren ts  w ithin 18 hours, so this i s  one 

of those t im e s  when no news is  good new s - and you sw eat it  out.

I



MEMORANDUM

/
t
V

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

M o n d ay ,  F e b r u a r y  14, 1966 P a g e  3

L y n d o n  w a s  w o n d e r fu l  w i th  the  N u g e n ts ,  a n d  the  s i m p l i c t y  a n d  s t r a i g h t -

f o r w a r d n e s s ,  a n d  s im p le  f r i e n d l i n e s s  in  w h ic h  he  ta lk e d  to th e m  a b o u t  P a t

/a n d  LiUci, a n d  J e r r y .

T h e y  w e r e  d r iv in g  to F l o r id a ,  St. P e t e r s b u r g ,  w h e r e  th e y  h a v e  a  h o u se  

t r a i l e r ,  p e r m a n e n t l y  i n s t a l l e d  in  a  t r a i l e r  c a m p  in  St. P e t e r s b u r g ,  a n d  they  

s p e n d  a b o u t  s ix  w e e k s  th is  t im e  of y e a r ,  en jo y in g  the s u n s h in e  a n d  f i s h in g ,  

a n d  p la y in g  b r id g e .  I

I
I  w o r k e d  a t  m y  d e s k  a  b i t  a n d  then  go t in v o lv e d  in  th a t  f e m in in e  d i l e m m a  

th a t  s e ld o m  h a p p e n s  to m e .  W hat to w e a r !  I h a d  a g r e e d  to go to the  H e a r t  

L u n c h e o n ,  a n  a n n u a l  e v e n t ,  to r a i s e  m o n e y  f o r  the A m e r i c a n  H e a r t  (A s s o c ia t io n  

th a t  a lw a y s  ta k e s  p la c e  on  St. V a le n t in e ’s Day, w hen  one of th e  l a r g e s t  ro o m s  

in  t o w n , ^ ^  lo a d e d  w ith  c h a t t e r i n g  w o m e n  in  f lo w e re d  h a t s ,  w h o se  t i c k e t s  hel'^ 

a  good c a u s  e ^ ^ h a t  h a s  s t r u c k  hom e to m e .  ,

E v e r y  y e a r  s in c e  1955, I h a d  gone to th is ,  u s u a l ly  tak in g  c o n s t i t u t e n t s ,  

a n d  a s  L y n d o n  p r o g r e s s e d  h ig h e r  in  h i s  job , s o m e t im e s  s i t t in g  fet th e  h e a d  

ta b le  a s  a n  h o n o r e d  g u e s t ;  on ly  w hen  he got in to  the  P r e s i d e n c y  h a d  I  s to p p e d ,  

a n d  to d a y  w a s  a  l e s s o n  to m e ,  in  how e i t h e r  I o r  the  e v e n t  h a d  c h an g e d .

In the  f i r s t  p la c e ,  i t  l a s t e d  th r e e  h o u r s ,  I hav e  n o t  b e e n  to a  s ty le  show  

in  y e a r s .  I  h a v e  n o t  s a t  a t  lu n c h  fo r  th r e e  h o u r s ^ ,  a  p u b l ic  lu n c h e o n ,  th a t  i s .
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for a v er y  long tim e. Fortunately, I was betw een Dr. H elen Taussig, w hose  

r e se a r c h  m eant so  much for the blue baby operation; and Connie C asey , who 

had a ll the la te s t  new s from  the W omens National D em ocratic Club, so  it  

w as liv e ly  con versation .

B es id es  the sty le  show , the entertainm ent co n s is ted  of a dancer w ith  the Ĵ jf̂ ĵ  

rem arkable n am e of K iller  Joe P yro, w hose relation  with the H eart A s so c ia - 

tion w a s  a litt le  vague to m e .  Wh en we m et at the reception , and p ictu res  

w ere being taken, L iz carefu lly  had sev er a l others in the group w ith  K iller  

Joe and m e . H ow ever, when it  turned up in  print the next m orning, there  

the two of us w ere , a lone, in  apparently in terested  con versation .

And then when he got up to en terta in , he asked  the audience to r ise  with  

him  and go through a ll the m otions of a dance ca lled  "The Swim" . My fa ir ly  

u su al a m iab ility  w as not equal to the o cca sio n . I a ro se  to watch the room  fu ll 

of la d ie s , in  various d eg rees of cooperation, with K iller Joe P yro , the dance  

lea d er .

Back at the White H ouse, Brent E astm an who had flown up from  A ustin , 

and w as stopping over for a day or two of sigh tseein g  b efore going on to 

England, w as having a sp ec ia l tour. I asked  him into the W est H all for a 

cup of co ffee , hoping that Lyndon would show up for lunch - it  was 3:30 - b ecau se  

I would v ery  m uch lik e him to m eet B rent. He loved  our country - Lynda B ird  

had taken him h orseb ack  riding for three or four hours, in seven ty  degree  

w eather, the country w as green , about like A p ril or May in W yoming.
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We talked about the techniques o f B r itish  doctors and what he would  

probably learn . He sa id  that they are  in clin ed  to think that A m erican  

d octors are gadget happy - too m uch oriented  toward techniques and equip- 

m ent, and not toward the brain  of the individual p ractition er.

I cannot fathom the d egree of h is  in ter est in  Lynda, but I hope he 

continues being a part of h er life .

At 4 o’c lo ck  w as the big event of the day, the M eeting on the Lyndon 

B ain es Johnson L ibrary. B ill Heath had brought with h im  two other regents, 

Ruth Johnson and Frank Erwin; and Frank Ika r d liv e s  h ere . So the Board  

of R egents w as w e ll rep resen ted  - and Dr. Ransom had com e a lso . Both 

Max and R oy White w ere here; Gordon Bunshaft. Clark C lifford  was m y

standby; Dr. G rover who had prepared, from  h is  v a st storehouse of know ledge ̂ -̂ Î
■ j

and ex p er ien ce  the "program " as it 's  ca lled  - that i s  the outline of the needs
I

for the L ibrary building, on w hich Gordon Bunshaft and Max w ill go to w ork. ;
f

Dorothy and Juanita w ere with u s . We m et in the T reaty Room . I now !

fe e l  that I have two Boards of D irecto rs  R oom s - the T reaty  Room , which i

serv ed  to bring into being t h e fin ish ed  product of Lyndon’s Boyhood Home; 

and now, when w e're  in W ashington, is  the m eeting p lace for our L ibrary  

d isc u ss io n s . And the other Board of D irectors Room is  the W est Room of 

the litt le  house w here Lyndon w as born!

We m et at four, I t w as a three hour m eeting . The f ir s t  big su rp r ise  w as  

that in stead  of the 100,000 square feet which had been  or ig in a lly  envisioned
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by the U n iversity , that Dr. G rover's suggested  layout had r ise n  to 137 ,000

square fee t, that the U n iversity  w as agreeab le to it , and m o st su rp risin g

MEMORANDUM

of a ll, that at a luncheon m eetin g   t he nucleus of this group h ere  had decided
--

to p roceed  s im u lta n eo u sly  w ith building  the School of Public S erv ice . This 

m eans we m u st a cce lera te  on two fron ts. One finding a D irector for the 

School of Public Service; two, finding a D irector or A rch iv ist for the 

L ibrary. There should be a board - y esterd a y  - that should help plan the 

build ings they w ill w ork in!

Dr. G rover reported  on the space requirem ents of a ll the com ponents 

of the L ibrary; what w ill be done with this 137,000 squa re  fee t. E verybody  

p resen t w as in ch eerin g  agreem en t, although I think the R egents are  

concerned  about the public reaction  - the p ossib le  additional expenditure.

F ra n k  Erwin reported  on the land acqu isition  - there w ere som e 68 

private individuals involved  in the 19 a c r e s  which the U n iversity  is  purchasing. 

A greem en ts m ore or le s s  am icab le , have been reached with a ll but 12 of 

th ese . It now rem ain s for one m ore hard push to try to reach  a se ttlem en t  

w ith th ese  tw elve, or e ls e  there w ill be condem nation p roceed in gs, court

c a s e s ,  n e c e ssa r y  u n p leasan tn ess. Intertwined with a ll this is  when should

'twe have a r e le a se  about the location  of the L ibrary. In tim e to take the b la st

' ' ^from  these condem nation p roceed in gs. It i s  a se c r e t  that can hardly be kept.

It is  a lm o st a m atter of public knowledge now, w here it  w ill go, although
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th ere 's  been  no o ffic ia l announcem ent.

D orothy and Juanita talked about the need for the very  e a r ly  e s ta b lish - 

m ent of acq u isition s com m ittee -- modus ope randi, w here is  m oney com ing

fro m ?  How can we get a b ib liography of a ll  the papers we have, and a ll  

those that we need and don't have.  We talked of using the space in  th is  

137 ,000  square foot stru ctu re  that w ill not be im m ed iately  needed by the 

Lyndon B aines Johnson L ibrary, b ecau se, indeed, it is  planned for expansion .  

Space to be u sed  by other U niversity-ow ned, and rela ted  exh ib its.—-L atin  

A m erican  Exhibit, Texana Exhibit, perhaps the W alter P r e sc o tt  Webb 

m a te r ia ls .

Y es , of co u rse , that would be agreeab le to me - I fe lt  it  would be to 

Lyndon, but there should be som e so r t of w ritten  agreem en t that as  the 

L ibrary expanded, th ose  are to be rem oved by the U n iversity  in y ea rs  to come#

We p ro g r e sse d  from  coffee to scotch , in the cou rse  of the three h ou rs. 

Bunshaft proved to be one of the m o st hum orous m em b ers of the group, ruefu lly  

announcing that T exans think you can build things b efore you've even  got it  

thought out.

And Clark C lifford  w as m y anchor throughout.

I asked  the T exas v is ito r s  to stay, for dinner, so a lit t le  past seven , t he re 

w as Gordon Bunshaft and Dorothy, and Juanita, and Clark le ft, and D r. G rover. 

H om er T hornberry cam e in . He settled  the R egents and Dr. R ansom  in  the 

L incoln  R oom , w here he i s  esta b lish ed  as our house guest, and drinks went 

i n to them , w hile I took Ruth Johnson down to see  the Mary C assa tt, and then 

on the f ir s t  floor to se e  w here we had hunĝ the Chandor portrait of E leanor
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R o o sev e lt.

Then w e d iscu sse d  the needs of the White H ouse, m ore paintings of the

A m erican  great. She told ̂ me about their new exhibit of G eorgia O 'K eefe.

She's one of the m o st in terestin g  wom en I know, and when I return to T exas

I look  forw ard to finding a ll the people who do things like she d o es , and

being a part of the life  of the state .

I ca lled  Lyndon but it  was n early  9 o 'c lock  before he joined u s . We

had a f ir e  in  the Y ellow  Room . I had a litt le  tim e for a private talk w ith

D r. R ansom , and he told m e that a ll the nam es that I had sent in  a s p o ss ib le

d ir e c to r s , a ll  except two, had appeared on the l i s t  produced by h is  facu lty .

H is facu lty  com m ittee , incidentally , going to work at great speed , w ill be

p resen tin g  a p relim in ary  program  of The School of Public S erv ice  by M arch

1st. W ill m ake v is it s  to a ll the sch o o ls / that  have s im ila r  in stitu tes  or sch o o ls ,

betw een now and May.  I ̂ ^ asked him  to have them stop off and v is it  with m e

when they w ere up in  this part of the country, perhaps going to or from

P rin ceton  or H arvard.

Max and Roy and I had a m om ent about the ninth floor , hoped we could
i s  .

put it off. And Frank and I a m om ent about June, who he s a y s ,  is /to  her  
—

d o cto rs  an enigm a, a m ira c le ; they do not know how she is  liv in g . They have  

given  her m o r e  cobalt than anybody's supposed to have. She’s a live  and 

happy, and they pray ev ery  night, he sa y s .

Lyndon reached  into h is  c lo se t  and gave m em entoes to a ll those who 

didn't a lread y  have them . This m orning, h e had rea lly  loaded the N ugents.
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He gets  such joy out of giving, things to people that he lik e s , or who th em selv es  

ex p r e ss  appreciation  and delight that h e’s doing it. He took everybody over  

to h is  o ffice  except Max and Roy, w ith whom I needed to talk, and by 12 

o 'c lock , the fu ll day was over, and they w ere gone.

T arget day for com pletion  is  May of '69 . Nothing is  ever  done on tim e.

I would se t t le ^  fo r  O ctober of '69 and I hope that the la s t  m onths I sh a ll be 

v e r y  fr e e  and v e r y  b u sy , w ork ing on the in te r io r  and the e x h ib its .

L iz had put out the announcem ent of L u ci's wedding the day^  August 6th, 

the p lace , the Shrine of the Im m aculate Conception. I had given  her the 

go ahead sig n a l, w henever she fe lt  she needed to do, to head off a stream  

of sp ecu la tion s. The party and the announcem ent story  both se t  the tone 

for a fam ily  a ffa ir , not State occasion .

Now com es the s ix  m onth's endurance con test to stick  to it !




