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An e a r ly  an n u a l ev en t, the C o n g re s s io n a l W ives P r a y e r  B re a k fa s t .

I  w as up b e fo re  sev en , d r e s s e d  and  re a d y  to go w ith  Lyndon b y  7:30 . T h is  

i s  one of the days in  the y e a r  th a t L iz  w ould lik e  to s tr ik e  f r o m  the  c a le n d a r , 

b u t I, p e rh a p s  i t  i s  m y  K a rn a ck  r a is in g , find co m fo rtin g  and  s u b s ta n tia l .

A nd i f  the v e n e e r  of sophistication :I  m ay  have a c q u ire d  in  the l a s t  20 y e a r s ^ . ,- ^  

m a k e s  m e look  a t  i t  w ith  so m ewh a t questio n in g  e y e s , i t  is  th e  o th e r  s id e ,

th e  "o ld-tim e re l ig io n "  th a t p la in ly  w ins out.

T h e re  w e re  n e a r ly  a tho u san d  w om en in  the B lue R oom , sp re a d in g  

out in to  the lobby beyond . N a ta lie  G ra n t ( it ' s n e a r ly  a lw ays a  S o u th e rn e r )  

w as the C h a irm a n , and M rs . N o rm an  V incen t P e a le  w as the  m a in  s p e a k e r ,

I hope I take a  le s s o n  fro m  h e r  book. A la rg e  p a r t  o f h e r  sp e e c h  w as th re e  

s to r ie s  -- v ig n e tte s  -- th a t to ld  h e r  m e ss a g e  b e t te r  than  any  s e r ie s  of n eb u lo u s  

w o rd s  cou ld  hav e  done.

I t  w as h e r e  th a t I  le a rn e d  th a t M u rie l had  q u ie tly  s lip p e d  off to jo in  

H u b e rt. She w as su p p o sed  to do the S c r ip tu re  re a d in g , b u t som eone 

s u b s ti tu te d  fo r h e r .  I  looked  a ro u n d  the fu ll ro o m , w ondering  w hat w as going 

on  in  the m in d  of M rs . B . K. N eh ru , a  H indu, I  suppose ; an d  n u m e ro u s  

C a th o lic  w ives fro m  the D ip lom atic  C o rp , who w e re  p r e s e n t ,  h ead ed  by  

M rs .  S e v illa -S a c a sa ; b e c a u se  th is  i s  a  p r e t ty  P ro te s ta n t a f fa ir .

I  w as g lad  th ey  w e re  a l l  th e re . B es id e s  the C o n g re ss  a n d  o ffic ia l 

W ash in g to n , I  h e a rd  th a t P r e s id e n ts  of the J a y c e e s  a l l  a c r o s s  the c o u n try  *^^j^ 

had  b e e n  in v ited , th e ir  w ay p a id  by som e F oundation . And a ls o  a s iz e a b le  

contingent, m o re  than  a  h u n d red , I  b e lie v e , the P re s id e n ts  of S tudent B o d ies  

of C o lle g e s , an d  any  tim e  I h e a r  an  an ecd o te  "the long h a ire d , m u d d le -
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h ead ed  fo o lish n e ss  on c a m p u se s  th e se  d ay s"  I am  g lad  they were here. ̂  .

We f in ish e d  b e fo re  the m en , so we f il le d  in  the tim e  w ith  so n g s  -- bo th

o ld  h y m n s -- ̂ and m y M eth o d is t r a is in g  in  K arn a ck  cam e ro llin g  b a c k  to m e 

w ith  the w o rd s , so m ew h ere  in  the r e c e s s e s  of m y  m in d , o f  "O nw ard , C h r is t ia n

/
S o ld ie rs ", and  "W hat a  F r ie n d  We H ave in  J e s u s ", and  "Sw eet H o u r of P r a y e r " -- 

' t i l  f in a lly  the  m en , Lyndon, B illy  G rah am , S en a to r C a r lso n  (who h e a d s  the 

m e n s  g roup) a r r iv e d  in  a f lu r r y  of ex c ite m e n t.

I l ik e d  the lin e  fro m  L y ndon 's  l i t t le  ta lk  w h ere  he r e c a l l e d  the 

w isdom  of A b rah am  L inco ln , w hen he sa id , " I have b e en  d r iv e n  to m y  k n ees  

m an y  tim es  by the o v erw h elm in g  co n v ic tio n  th a t I have no w h ere  e ls e  to go.

My own w isdom  an d  th a t of a l l  ab o u t m e , se e m ed  in su ff ic ie n t fo r  the day.” 

B il l ŷ  h ad  s a id  he h ad  b een  re s t in g ,  and  rea d in g , an d  s tudy ing  a l l  

w in te r  b u t w as now re a d y  to s ta r t  on the ro a d  ag a in .

T hen  I  w en t on to m y  S pan ish  le s s o n . M e rc e d e s  E icholz sta r te d  hav ing

them  a t  h e r  house  once more,^ in  Ja n u a ry , a n d  I have m is s e d  only  one.

B e th i ne C h u rch , G ra ce  Dodd, A b ig a il M cC arth y , June W hite, Ann C e le b re z z e , 

and I m e e t a t  M e rc e d e s ' fo r  two h o u rs ,  e v e ry  T h u rsd a y . D rin k  good, s tro n g , 

b la c k  co ffee , ta lk  w hat m u s t  be u su a lly  aw fu l -- ̂ b u t  happy  and  ex c ite d  S pan ish , 

and le a r n  a  l i t t le  b it, w ith  L a Professora, Senora L o p ez-M ag u ire . I t’s m y  ow n 

two h o u rs  - no th ing  e lse  e n te r s  m y  m in d  - i t 's  m y  s p e c ia l  s e lf - in d u lg e n c e  - 

I  love  it!  I t  e x e r c is e s  a  d if fe re n t s e t  of m u s c le s  / i n  m y  b ra in ,  an d  sh ed s  

a  s o r t  of l ig h t on the r e s t  of the day.

B ack  a t  the W hite H ouse, I  w o rk ed  w ith  A shton . And then h ad  a n o th e r
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h o u r w ith  M rs . P ro v e n s en, in  the Q u een 's  R oom , on the D enver sp eech .

J u s t  a  day  o r  two e a r l i e r ,  I  h ad  g o tten  w o rd  th a t a  p o r t r a i t  h ad  b een

done of m e , fro m  p h o to g ra p h s, by M rs , P h ilip  B a r ry ,  w idow  of the p la y -
one of

w rig h t who w ro te  The P h ilad e lp h ia  S to ry , done for one of  the ro o m s  a t  the
h e r

W om ens D e m o c ra tic  C lub, and w ould I s e e  her for a  few  m in u te s , and  the 

p o r t r a i t ,  to se e  i f  th e re  w e re  any  su g g e s tio n s , p e rh a p s  c h an g es , th a t  she

7
m ig h t m ak e . I t  c a m e  a s  a  s tunn ing , and  no t c o m fo rta b le  s u r p r i s e .  I 

knew  noth ing  of i t  o r  of h e r ,  and  a  p o r t r a i t  is  a  te r r ib ly  p e rs o n a l  b u s in e s s ,  

b u t of c o u rs e ,  I w ould s e e  h e r .  And w hen she a r r iv e d ,  I w as v e ry  p le a s a n tly  

re lie v e d !  She w as a  ch a rm in g  w om an, an d  th e re  w as m uch to lik e  abou t 

the p o r t r a i t ;  the im p re s s io n is t  a p p ro ac h , lig h ts  and  shadow s of ye llow s 

a l l  to n e s , and  g re e n s  m in g lin g  in  to g e th e r . The W hite H ouse and  the C ap ito l 

lik e  f a i r y  s t r u c tu r e s  in  the b ack g ro u n d . My h a ir ,  I thought,. looked  v e ry  n ic e , 

and  the ey es  r a th e r  n ice  - and the n o se , unhapp ily , ju s t  lik e  m y  n o se  looks. 

F ro m  th e re  on down, m outh  an d  ch in , w ere  not good; o r  the b lu r re d ,  

in d e c is iv e , s o r t  of ap o lo g e tic  lo o k ,  an d  the jaw  too w ide. I to ld  M rs .

B a r r y  I w o u ld  be  v e ry  h appy  to devo te  a s  m u ch  tim e  to i t  a s she  h e r s e l f  

w ould , in  an e f fo r t  to  do the v e ry  b e s t  we could , to leav e  so m eth in g  hang ing  

on the w a ll a t  the  W om ens D e m o c ra tic  C lub  t h a t w ould be a  c r e d i t  to u s  bo th . 

She w o rk ed  i t  out in  30 m in u te s  and  we p lanned  to m e e t ag a in .

She gave m e co p ie s  of two of h e r  h u sb a n d 's  p lay s .
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It had  b een  a  c o n s ta n t r a t - a - t a t  of people and n eed  to m e a s u re  up , so 

I w en t to l ie  down and  r e s t  aw h ile , and tu rn  on the TV and w atch  G e n e ra l 

T a y lo r ,  and  fe lt  lik e  ch ee rin g  fo r h im , a s  though I  w e re  a t  a  fo o tb a ll g am e . 

H is  m a n n e r  so c o u r te o u s , h is  r e p l ie s  so c o n c ise ; he sounded  so on top of 

the s itu a tio n  and lik e  som eone  I co u ld  t ru s t .

C o n v e rse ly , B ill  F u lb rig h t sounded  p h ilo so p h ica l, m e a n d e r in g  and 

m u d d led . And S en a to r Wayne M o rse , n a s ty .

L iz  an d  I  h a d  a n o th e r  go a t  th e  A lab am a  sp e e c h . I 'm  doing  i t  w ith  the  

end  of m y  w its , a t  the end  o f the day, and  i t  show s i t .  T h e se  p e r io d s  of 

g e s ta tio n  on s p e e c h e s  a r e  so  pa in fu l th a t I th ink  even L iz  is  going to  be

c u re d  of w an ting  to ge t m e to sa y  y es  to speak ing  e n g a g em e n ts .

F in a lly , fee lin g  m e n ta lly  ex h au s ted , bu t p h y s ic a lly  h u n g ry  fo r  e x e rc is e ,

I w en t o v e r  to  the bow ling a lle y  b y  m y se lf , not even  try in g  to ge t som eone 

on the sp u r  of the m o m en t, and  m ade the h ig h e s t s c o re  I 'v e  e v e r  m ad e  m  

m y  life  -  183!  And then  a n o th e r  gam e - 154; and  then  s to p p ed  m id -w a y  of 

the th ird  gam e b e c a u se  the L eague - m ade up of the ja n i to r s  a n d  the peop le  

who w o rk  in  the EO B, h ad  been  w aitin g  on m e s e v e ra l  m in u te s , fo r  the a lle y . 

And a ls o ,  b e c a u se  in  the th e a tr e ,  m y  nex t b i t  of w o rk  on m y  film  w as  w aitin g  

fo r  m e .

Q u ie t, so ft-sp o k en  S im one m e t m e  th e re , an d  we h ad  a  d r in k  w h ile  we 

ch e ck ed  ou t the d ia lo g u e  o n  one m o re  of the o ld  m o v ie s , ab o u t 1954, I  

b e lie v e  i t  w as , b e fo re  pu tting  i t  in  the can , fo r  w h a tev e r u se  i t  m ay  be in  

the fu tu re .
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B ut I w as in te r ru p te d  by a  c a l l  f ro m Lyndon. He w as u p s ta i r s ,  w ould  

I  c o m e .  I  d a sh e d .  We h ad  d in n e r  a  l i t t le  b e fo re  n in e , an d  w e re  in  b e d  in  

tim e  fo r  the e lev en  o ’c lo ck  new s.

T he New Y o rk  T im e s h a d  a  s to ry  abou t a  v e s t  pocket p a rk , w h e re , in  

a  sy lv an  se ttin g , the F ra n k lin  N atio n a l B ank w ould have a  s m a ll  b ra n c h  

bank , both for i t s  c u s to m e rs  an d  the pu b lic , on a  s ite  th a t h ad  b een  a  so lid
A

c o n c re te  p a rk in g  lo t.

E i th e r  i t 's  ca tch in g  on o r I ’m  ju s t  le a rn in g  to r e a d !

# # # # # # # # # # # #


