
MEMORANDUM

v

■(

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

Sunday, F e b ru a ry  20, 1966 P ag e  1

W eekends a r e  a  s o r t  of s a fe ty  v a lv e  in  o u r l iv e s , u se d  to r e s t  and 

re c o u p  an d  have fun.

T he w eek  h ad  b e e n  a  t e r r i f i c  s tr a in ,  try in g  to address the e ffec t a c r o s s  

the n a tio n , o f V i e t n a m  d eb a te . T h e re  h ad  b e e n  in c re a s in g  h o s ti l i ty  in  

the co lu m n s, fo r  days and  w eek s , i t  seem ed , and  then, on T h u rsd a y  and  

F r id a y , I  had  the fee lin g  th a t i t  w as o u r inning - th a t we w on w ith  G e n e ra l 

M ax w ell T a y lo r  and S e c re ta ry  R usk .

N e v e r th e le s s , I  d id  not go to s le e p  S a tu rd ay  n igh t u n til 2:30;  

f in a lly  w ent to m y  room  and  re a d , and re a d , an d  re a d ; and  tu rn e d  out the 

lig h t  a t  2 :30.

T h e  n e x t m o rn in g , Lyndon a s k e d  m e w h ere  I  w an ted  to  go to  ch u rch .

He m ak e s  qu ite  a  r i tu a l  of having  m e ch o o se , and  I a lw ays choose  h is  o r  

m in e  in  ro ta tio n , g iv ing  the edge to the C h r is t ia n  ch u rc h , if  th e re  i s  any  

u n c e r ta in ty .

B ut today , we w ent to St. M a rk s . It is  s t i l l  a  ch u rch  in  the round ,

b u t th e re  w e re  no s u r p r i s e s  a s  th e re  a r e  so often  a r e  a t  St. M a rk s , u n til

p e rh a p s ,  one m ig h t say , we s ta r te d  out and  l i t t le  Coco M c P h e rso n  c a m e  up

and  took  L y n d o n 's  hand , b r in g in g  a lo n g  h e r  f r ie n d , J a n ic e , a  10 y e a r  old

n e g ro  m e m b e r  of the c h o ir .

We e m e rg e d  fro m  th e  ch u rch , fo u r of u s , hand  in  hand - L yndon, C o c o ,

Ja n ic e  and  I. And a s  we w en t down the sidew alk , we saw  H elen  T h o m as .

Lyndon sa id , "H elen , you know C oco M c P h e rso n . C oco, if  you d o n 't  w a tch  

ou t, s h e 'l l  be announcing  y o u r w edding ." And a t  the c a r ,  he sa id , "How
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w ould you a l l  lik e  to  r id e  o v e r to the W hite H ouse w ith  us and  see  the dogs? ” 

T hey w ould and  the fo u r  of us p ile d  in . We had  ju s t  a sk e d  B ill B a x te r  and  

h is  w ife , and  H a r r y  and  C lay ton  i f  they w ould like  to com e fo r lu nch , and  

they  w e re  going to fo llow  u s .

B ut the fo u r o f us  ro d e  off w ith  a l l  the c a m e ra s  c lick in g . At the W hite 

H ouse, we took the two l i t t le  g i r ls  o v e r  to L y n d o n 's  o ffice , a n d  he gave 

them  p e n c ils  a n d k e e p sa k e s . And then  we found the dogs and w ent 

u p s ta i r s ,  and the dogs tu m b led  a l l  o v e r  them .

Lyndon is  v e ry  e a sy  in  c o n v e rsa tio n , w ith  anyone fro m  Jan ic e  to a  

C h ief of S ta te , w hen he w an ts to be . He found in  a  b r ie f  span  of two o r 

th re e  q u e s tio n s  that  th e re  w e re  e lev en  in  J a n ic e 's  fam ily , sev en  boys and  fo u r 

g i r l s ,  two of the o ld e s t boys w e re  in  the m il i ta ry ,  she  d id  no t have a f a th e r .  

He a sk e d  no fu r th e r  q u e s tio n s . A nd she s ta r te d  going to S t. M a rk 's  b e c a u se  

she w as a  f r ie n d  of C o c o 's .

T he e ig h t of u s  s a t  down to lu nch , and  if  anybody b e s id e s  m e thought 

th a t i t  w as a n  in te re s t in g  fa c e t o f Lyndon Johnson , 'J a n ic e  D iggs cam e to  

a  s m a ll  p r iv a te  p a r ty ,  b e fo re  C ab in e t m e m b e r  R o b e rt W eav er d id ', i t  

d id n 't  show .

T he c h ild re n  had  an  h i la r io u s ly  good tim e . C o u rtn ey  sa id , "th is  is  the 

b e s t  tim e  I 'v e  e v e r  had  in  m y  life ." It w as a l l  L yndon 's  doing, though I 

f e l t  the glow .

And then  we w atch ed  M cG eorge Bundy on te le v is io n . It w as p r e c is e ,  

r a z o r  sh a rp , in  the lig h t of S en a to r K ennedy 's  e sp o u sa l of the V iet Cong
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b e in g  in c lu d ed  in  a  s o r t  of c o a litio n  g o v ern m en t, b e fo re  and  n o t a s  the r e s u l t  

o f an  e le c tio n . M cG eorge B u n d y 's  q uo tes  fro m  P re s id e n t  K ennedy ab o u t 

s im i la r  s itu a tio n s ̂ in  C o m m u n is t in f i l t r a te d  c o u n tr ie s , w as p a r t ic u la r ly  acu te
I

an d  i n c is iv e .

Lyndon sa id , " I 'd  give h im  A double p lu s ." W e'd  c a lle d  up  on the 

w ay to c h u rc h  to a s k  if  he and  M ary  an d  C la rk  and  M arny , and  M ary  M a rg a re t  

w ould h av e  d in n e r w ith  u s . And so w ith  th a t p le a sa n t p ro sp e c t to look 

fo rw a rd  to, I  la y  down fo r a  lu x u rio u s  nap.

P u rp o se ly , I  r e f r a in e d  fro m  ca llin g  L ynda. S he 'd  a r r iv e d  in  New 

O rle a n s  F r id a y  n ig h t t o m e e t G eo rg e , being ch ap e ro n ed  by  L indy  B oggs, 

who is  p lay ing  the p a r t  of a  v e ry  giving fa m ily  f r ie n d  t o  m y  c h ild re n .  Lynda 

h as  o u tlin ed  to m e  the  p a ra d e s  a nd  b a l ls ,  d in n er in  the old  F re n c h  Q u a r te r ;
♦

the p la n ta tio n  of f r ie n d s  in S lid e ll; so  m an y  fa sc in a tin g  th ings th a t in  a  w ay,

I  don ' t  w ant to in te r r u p t  L y n d a 's  independence  o r  h e r  tim e , o r  se e m  lik e  a  

h o v e rin g  an d  c o n c e rn e d  m o th e r .  I  b a lan ce  b e tw een  try in g  to r e m e m b e r  th a t 

n e x t m o n th  she w ill be 22, w ith  the r ig h t  to in d ep en d en ce , and  th a t h e r  fa th e r  

is  P re s id e n t  of the U nited  S ta te s , and  th a t anyth ing  she does m a y  r e f le c t  on 

h im .

We' d a sk e d  ev ery b o d y  e a r ly ,  d e lib e ra te ly  a im in g  a t  an  e a r ly  b e d tim e .
.  t

M cG eorge and  M ary  e a rn e s t s ix , and the C la rk  C liffo rd s  soon; and  M ary  

M a rg a re t  w as a lr e a d y  th e re  w ith  h e r  ad o ra b le  ch ild , who a ffo rd s  Lyndon 

m o re  p le a s u re  now, by be ing  to ta lly  u n re la te d  to any  of the tro u b le s  of h is  

l ife , to ta lly  happy, a n d  to ta lly  c o n c e n tra te d  on h im .
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She and  the pupp ies  a r e  two p le a s a n t sa fe ty  v a lv e s .

We c a lle d  Trudysfind Joe F o w le r . Joe h ad  been  to the C a ro l C hanning  

p a r ty  and  th e re  w as a n  h i la r io u s  p ic tu re  of h im  doing a  dance  c a lle d  'T h e  

M onkey*, I  b e lie v e . C a ro l w ho w o re  w hite sk i pan ts - he  h ad  c a s t  a  look  

a t  the people  a t  h is  tab le  a s  he a r o s e  to dance and  sa id , "Do you th ink  th is

•?
w ill shake  the d o l la r ? " P e rh a p s  being  off a t  th a t n igh t of g a ie ty , Joe  w as

deep  a t  w o rk  in  a  p ile  of p a p e rs , b u t he a g re e d  to quit and  com e o v er and

have d in n e r w ith  u s .

So i t  w as a  p le a s a n t p a r ty  of n in e . I  m oved  fro m  C la rk , ta lk ing  ab o u t

the L ib r a r y  - to M ac, ta lk in g  about how sad  I w as th a t he w as leav in g , and

how g ra te fu l  I am  fo r  w hat he*s done. A nd I to ld  h im  th a t I hoped he w ould

a s k  add  any  n a m e s  he could  to the l i s t  of p o ss ib le  D ire c to rs  fo r  the Lyndon

B a in es  Jo h n so n  School of P u b lic  S e rv ic e , and th a t som e day , he h im se lf ,

w ould  co m e to  le c tu r e  th e re  - fo r  a  su m m e r  - fo r  a  n ig h t - an y th in g . I  a ls o

sa id , " I  hope th a t you*re going to leav e  the p a p e rs  th a t r e la te  to the p a r t  of

y o u r tim e  h e re  w ith  u s , fo r  the L ib ra ry ." I w as qu ite  p re p a re d  to h e a r  th a t

h e  w as  no t. To m y  g re a t  d e lig h t, he lau g h ed  and  sa id , "E v e ry th in g  th a t I*ve

got is  going to s ta y  r ig h t h e r e ,  e x cep t m y  b i l ls .  "

Lyndon ta lk ed  abou t V i e t n a m  - in  fa c t, th a t i s  ab o u t two th ird s  of w hat

we ta lk  ab o u t th e se  d ay s . He ta lk ed  abou t the in d iv id u a l fe e lin g s  o f e v e ry
abou t

m o th e r  who h a d  a  son  in  V i e t n a m , and in  c o m p a riso n , about / h i s  fe e lin g s .

He sa id , " T h e r e 's  not a  m o th e r  in  the w orld,^ who c a r e s  a s  m uch  abou t 

i t  a s  I do, b e c a u se  I have 200,000 of them  o v er th e re  - and  they  th ink  I am
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in  c h a rg e , an d  i f  I  am  n o t, God h e lp  them  - Who the H e ll is? ”

In d isc u s s in g  G e n e ra l W estm o re lan d , whom he a d m ire s  e n o rm o u s ly , 

an d  h is  op in ion  on the p au se , the G e n e ra l 's  fe e lin g s  sounded  ab o u t lik e  

th is .  " I  do no t e x p ec t any th ing  to com e of i t .  I am  not fo r  i t .  I  do n o t 

w an t to be r e c o rd e d  a s  a  boob, b u t we can  a ffo rd  i t ,  the w e a th e r  is  going 

to b e  so b a d  fo r  the n ex t few  w eek s , th a t we cou ld  no t do m u ch  bom bing  

anyw ay. If we a re  e v e r  going to have a  p a u se , now is  the tim e  to do i t ,  

fo r  our own C h r is tm a s  se a so n  and the s im ila r  ho liday  of the V ie tn a m ese  

peop le  - and  the p lan es  can  be w ell u se d  a long som e w an ts  in  L a o s . So, 

if  you m u s t , h av e  a p au se , do i t  - bu t we w ould not give you th is  ad v ice  

u n le s s  we thought you h ad  gu ts enough to re su m e  the bom bing . ”

M cG eorge , who h as  a  lig h t w o rd  fo r the h e a v ie s t  m a t te r s ,  h is  few  

h o u rs  off tim e , s a id  "T h e  P re s id e n t  is  not a  lo v e r  of p a u se s  th is  w eek .

We buy and  s e l l  p a u se s  on the c u rb . He bought th is  one b e c a u se  a  lo t 

of people  w e re  s tan d in g  in  f ro n t of h im  hold ing  the pen . " A nd people of 

su ch  s tre n g th  an d  re p u te  they  w e re .

I t w as  a  d e lig h tfu l even ing .  The Willis H u rs ts a r r iv e d  a s  we w e re  f in ish in g

d in n e r . I 'd  a sk e d  them  to be o u r house  g u e s ts . And then I took M ary  

B undy an d  T ru d y  F o w le r  down the s ta i r s  to show  them  w h ere  we h ad  hung 

the E le a n o r  R o o se v e lt p o r t r a i t .  T ru d y  h a s  a lre a d y  b een  to m ake a  sp ee ch , 

on b e a u tif ic a tio n , to S y ra c u se , New Y ork . She w as a  g re a t  h it, she lo v ed  

i t  an d  I th ink  th a t she w ill do lo ts  m o re .
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We w ent to the th e a tre  and  saw  a few  of m y hom e m o v ie s . T h e re ’s

a  s t r e a k  of eg o tism  in e ra d ic a b le  in  a l l  of u s .  I  hoped  th ey  w ould  c h e e r

w hen I  though t the sc e n e s  w e re  b e a u tifu l - they  d idn’t.

A nd then  we saw  T he L an d  We L o v e , a  v e ry  e x q u is ite , p ro fe s s io n a lly  
m ovie

d o n e  /  ab o u t See A m e r ic a  F i r s t ,  p u t ou t by  the T r e a s u r y  D e p a rtm e n t, I

b e lie v e , in  the in te r e s t  of to u r is m . And I  c an ’t w a it to g e t in  m y  c a r  and

h e a d  fo r  New E ngland  o r  W yom ing, so a llu r in g  i t  w as!

And th en , th e P r e s id e n t 's  C o u n try , by  USIA . I 'm  a f r a id  the NBC one,

m y  r e a l  p re fe re n c e ,  w ill n e v e r  see  the lig h t of day.

We a l l  w ent o v e r to the P r e s id e n t 's  o ffic e / ' to  v iew  J im i lu 's b u s t of

L yndon  t h a t  so  re c e n tly  we h ad  a l l  app lauded  to the s k ie s ,  and  i t  go t v e ry

ll
m ix e d  re v ie w s  - n o t the s tre n g th , no t the v ita li ty , s a id  M cG eo rg e . I s t i l l  

l ik e  i t ,  a n d  sev en  y e a rs  is  a l l  w e 'l l  have to give to i t .

I  h ad  show ed them  the s lid e  of the p o r t r a i t  th a t H elen  B a r r y  h ad  done of 

m e , and  a s  a lw a y s , op in ions w e re  m ix ed  - bu t n e a r ly  ev e ry b o d y  lik e d  the 

im p re s s io n is t ic  a p p ro a c h , the c o lo r s ,  the b ack g ro u n d  - a n d  nobody l ik e s  the 

m o u th  o r  the ch in .

O ur g u e s ts  le f t  e a r ly ,  ab o u t 11, an d  I  h a d  th a t happy  fee lin g  th a t  th e se  

a r e  a l l  peop le  th a t I  w ant to con tinue to be a  p a r t  of m y  l i fe .  M ac ̂ s a i d  th e re  

w as  a  room  in  h is  a p a r tm e n t la b e le d  fo r  Lynda B ird .

I hope th a t each  of them  so m ed ay  w i l l  com e to A u stin  to le c tu r e  on w hat 

th ey  have se e n  th rough  the w indow  i n  w hich they  looked  a t  g o v e rn m en t, 

W ash in g to n , P r e s id e n ts ,  i n the y e a r s  of th e ir  tim e  h e re .
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It w as a good day.

THE W HITE HOUSE


