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I  sp en t the m o rn in g  w o rk in g  w ith  A shton , d ic ta tin g , lu n ch ed  w ith  B e ss  

to m ak e  p lan s  fo r  the luncheon  fo r  M u rie l H um phrey ; fo r  add ing  any  e x tra  

s p a rk le  we cou ld  to the C o n g re s s io n a l re c e p tio n  on M arch  3 rd , o u r  only

p a r ty  fo r  the C o n g re ss  th is  y e a r .  I  do w an t i t  to be o u tstan d in g .
■ /

And we d is c u s s e d  a l l  the o th e r  l i s t s  we should  acqu ire ,-^ in  m ak in g  up 

the m a s te r  l i s t  fo r  th a t o v e rw h e lm in g  even t, L u c i 's  w edding.

I  h ad  looked  fo r lo rn ly  a t  m y h a i r ,  so  s h o r t  i t  re m in d e d  m e of a s to ry  i

ab o u t Lyndon w hen  he w as about five  y e a r s  old. H is m o th e r  had  le f t  h im  i

/  Iin  the long, go lden  c u r l s /  th a t w ere  c u s to m a ry  fo r  l i t t le  boys in th a t day ,
I
!

o r  a t  l e a s t  a c c e p ta b le , b u t she le f t  h im  p e rh a p s  a  l i t t le  lo n g e r  than  p le a s e d  ■

h im . He w as to m ake  a  l i t t le  sp eech  a t  the c lo sin g  day  of sch o o l, and  she  i
if

h ad  h ap p ily  co ach ed  him  to a  fine  po in t of r e a d in e s s .  The day  b e fo re  the |
'  ̂ - I

sp e e c h , Lyndon w ent dow ntow n on h is  own, and he p a s s e d  the b a rb e rs h o p , |

the b a r b e r  o ffe re d  to give h im  a h a ir c u t ,  f r e e .  He c o u ld n 't  p a s s  up the 

b a rg a in . Independen t an d  d e c is iv e  a t  five y e a r s  o ld , he c lim b e d  in  the c h a ir ,
I

off w en t the go lden  c u r ls  - he e m e rg e d  p ra c t ic a l ly  sh av en . He w ent w a lk in g  •
t

hom e v e ry  p ro u d , i t  w as a  l i t t le  la te  and h is  m o th e r  w as s tan d in g  a t  the g a te , j
[

look ing  fo r  h im  up and  down the ro a d . When she  saw  him  com ing , she  i

d id n 't  say  a  w o rd  - te a r s  b eg an  s tre a m in g  down h e r  fa c e , then she l if te d  up
1

h e r  a p ro n  in  f ro n t of h e r  fa c e , and  tu rn e d  and  r a n  in  the h o u se . |
• r

My looks se ld o m  g e t in  the w ay - fo r  b e t te r  o r  w o rse  - b u t now , I too  |
■ i

do f e e l  s h o rn  and annoyed a t  m y s e lf  for  le ttin g  i t  happen,

I sp en t ab o u t 30 m in u tes  w ith  C o lonel C ro s s  and  d is c u s s e d  the p lan tin g  ’

th a t he p ro p o se s  doing a ro u n d  the M ilita ry  in s ta lla t io n s  a t  the ra n c h , ■
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e m p h a s iz in g  v e ry  c le a r ly ,  th a t i t  m u s t be a ro u n d  th o se  s p e c if ic a lly  u sed  

b y  the m il i ta ry ,  fo r  th e ir  b u s in e s s , and th a t e x is ts  th e re  on ly  b e c a u se  th e i r
A

n e c e s s a r y  p re s e n c e  on o u r  lan d . We get enough b la c k  ey es  fro m  the pu b lic , 

th a t I f e e l  a r e  u n d e se rv e d . I d o n 't w an t th e  ta x p a y e r  to have a  ju s tif ie d  

co m p la in t.

A nd th e n  b ack  to m y  old  f r ie n d , M r. P e r  to see  w hat r e p a i r s  he can  

m ak e  in  the shape of a  p e rm a n e n t. I t 's  a lw ays p le a sa n t to go b a ck  to an 

o ld  f r ie n d  - and  so  I c o n s id e r  M r. P e r .

I had  m y  u s u a l s tra w  bag  and  got a  lo t of s ig n in g  of m a il, re a d in g  of 

p a p e r s ,  a  goodly am o u n t of w o rk  done and  then b ack  fo r a  6:30 ap p o in tm en t 

w ith  L iz a nd Doug C a te r  in  the W est H all, to re a d , w hat I hope to  h eav en , 

is  the f in a l d ra f t  of the A lab am a sp ee ch . Even L iz , g r e a t  p ro m o te r  of 

the ac tiv e  w o m an , w ill th ink  a  long tim e  b e fo re  she w an ts m e to m ake 

a n o th e r  sp eech ,  s o m uch tro u b le  have th e se  two b een  - so in s is te n t  have 

I  b een , on a  len g th y  and  pa in fu l g e s ta tio n , a  lo t of r e s e a r c h ,  and  a  lo t of 

s o u l- s e a rc h in g .

I sp en t m o re  than  two h o u rs  re a d in g  and  changing i t .

Lyndon h ad  no t com e hom e  ;fo r lunch  u n til 5 o 'c lo c k . A fte rw a rd s  h e 'd  

la in  down to take  a  b i t  of a  nap , b u t I 'd  s e e n  the lig h t u n d er h is  door m o s t 

o f the tim e .

A t 6:30, ju s t  a s  we s a t  down to ta lk  ab o u t the sp eech , he  e m erg e d , 

s to p p ed  by fo r  a  p le a s a n t w o rd  w ith  u s  abou t how is  the sp eech  going, look ing  

a s  though h is  m in d  w e re  a  long w ay off, and  then w ent b ack  to  h is  o ffice .
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It w as 8:45 w hen L iz  an d  Doug le f t, and  I bounded off im m e d ia te ly  to 

the bow ling a lle y , fo r  th re e  good g a m e s . The p o r te n t  w as fo r  a  la te  n ig h t.

A t 9:30, I w as b a c k  on the second  f lo o r , and  d u rin g  the n ex t two and 

a  h a lf  h o u rs , I  m ade  th re e  o r fo u r c a l l s .   F i r s t  to h im  - he w ould be o v e r  

ju s t  a s  soon a s  he cou ld  - he w as b u sy . Second, l a t e r ,  to h is  s e c r e ta r y ,  

d e a r  l i t t l e  M a rie , whom I  knew  h ad  h ad  a  n ine o 'c lo c k  d a te . He d id n 't  

a n s w e r  - he had  com pany , th e re  w as a  lig h t on in  th e re .  We both  d ec id ed  

I 'd  b e t te r  no t t r y  to  in te r ru p t .  S till le f t  the sam e m e ss a g e .

F in a lly  to B il l  M o y ers , who sa id  he w as w ritin g  up the r e p o r t  of the 

d in n e r  m e e tin g  he h ad  h a d  to give to the P re s id e n t ,  and  th en  he w as going 

h o m e . T h is  w as s h o r tly  b e fo re  12. Lyndon, he sa id , w as s t i l l  b u sy .

L a te r  I got no a n sw e r  a t  a l l ,  and  so a  l i t t le  p a s t 12, f r u s t r a te d  a t  m y  

own in a b ili ty  to get h im  to le a d  a  m o re  r e g u la r  life , s u re  th a t w h a te v e r  he 

w as do ing  w a s  so m e th in g  th a t he fe l t  he  had  to do, w o r r ie d  abou t th e  

w e ig h tin e ss  o f w h a tev e r  i t  w as th a t w as going on, the im p o r t  i t  m ig h t h av e .

I a s k e d  the k itc h e n  to b rin g  in  m y  d in n e r  on a tra y , a  l i t t le  p a s t  m id n ig h t, 

a te  sp a rin g ly , and  tu rn e d  out the lig h t, bu t I could  no t go to s le e p . I 

l i s te n e d  fo r the e le v a to r ,  fo r  the c r e a k  of the f lo o r  b o a rd s  in  the n ex t ro o m , 

w a tch ed  the lig h t u n d e r  the c r a c k  of the d o o r. T im e p a s se d , I tu rn e d  on 

the  lig h t a t  one, and  a t  two, f in a lly  a  l i t t le  p a s t  two, I  took a  s lee p in g  p ill  

and  tu rn e d  out the lig h t once m o re . 

I t  w as the n ex t day  th a t I h e a rd  th a t Lyndon had  com e hom e fro m  the 

o ffice  a t  3:40 in  the m o rn in g . I w onder fo r  how m any  people  th a t have
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o ccu p ied  th is  o ffice  t h e re  h av e  b ee n  days and  n igh ts  lik e  th is , an d  how
?

long  one can  take i t ?

I am  r e s t iv e  a g a in s t  the p a s s iv e  ro le  I p lay , in  m ak ing  h im  liv e  

r e g u la r  h o u rs ,  and  y e t I canno t r e a l ly  a sk  him  to do any l e s s  t h an  any  

boy  in  V ie t N am  m a y  be  doing.

# # # # # # # # #


