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It w as a  s h o r t  n igh t fo r  th o se  a ro u n d  the W hite H ouse . I aw oke ab o u t 

sev en , an d  finding  Lyndon w as aw ake, c ra w le d  in  bed  w ith  h im  fo r  co ffee . 

P ic k e d  up th e  p a p e r  and saw  a  h ead lin e  - "G e n e ra l M axw ell T a y lo r  A g re e s  

W ith Bobby K ennedy".  I p a s s e d  i t  to h im  "C an  th is  be t r u e ?" W earily , 

" Y e s , w e’ve b een  try in g  to b a i l  h im  out. " A p p a ren tly  i t  had  been  a 

s e r ie s  of m isu n d e rs ta n d in g s , m isc o n c e p tio n s , m isq u o tin g s . So th is  

ex p la in s  l a s t  n ig h t 's  la te  h o u rs  and  s tr a in ,  and ten s io n . How d isap p o in tin g  ! 

It h ad  a l l  b een  p lay ed  a g a in s t ju s t  a  b ack d ro p , o r  so i t  se e m e d  to m e , of 

r e l ie f ,  an d  re la x a tio n  on the w eekend .

Two ful l  day s  of te s tim o n y  - th e re  w ere  M axw ell T a y lo r , and  D ean 

R u sk  - w hen i t  se e m e d  th a t ev e ry th in g  ab o u t V ie tn a m  h ad  b een  a i r e d  to  a l l  

the w o rld , an d  th a t the A d m in is tra tio n  had  won the round , topped  off b y  the  

m a rv e lo u s , su c c in c t a p p e a ra n c e  of M cG eorge Bundy on TV on Sunday.

A nd th en  sudden ly , th is  d e fla tio n , th is  u n c e r ta in ty , a p p a re n tly  to w a rd

off the m oun ting  d a n g e rs  o f  schism a n d  dissension in  the co u n try .

L yndon - an d  I  d o n 't  know how m uch  s ta f f  - h a d  sp e n t p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  

n ig h t on the p ro b le m . A s a  p a r t  of i t ,  B ill M o y ers  h ad  d in n er  w ith  S en ato r 

F u lb r ig h t - th a t w as the r e p o r t  he w as w ritin g  up . I r e m e m b e r  one sen te n c e  

th a t Lyndon re p e a te d  s e v e ra l  t im e s , "They can ta lk  and have op in ions -  bu t 

w hat do th ey  do, w hen they  see  th a t l e t t e r  on the d e sk  fro m  W estm o re lan d , 

a sk in g  fo r  2 0 ,0 0 0  m o re  M arines?  You have to a n sw e r  i t  Y es o r No - r ig h t  

now . W hich a n sw e r  ?" No doubt ab o u t h im  - he h a s  a n sw e re d  Y es - up to
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now - and  w ill.

Lyndon spoke of the ro le  of the p r e s s  - "T h ey  ju s t  w an t to th row  the 

c a ts  b y  the ta i l  into ̂ t h e  r in g  and say  "Sic 'e m . " ♦A t l e a s t  a  s itu a tio n  

lik e  th is  i s  good fo r  them  - c o n tro v e rs y  m a k e s  liv e ly  w r i t in g .^

U nable to c o n tro l the g r e a t  ev en ts  of the day, I  a p p lied  m y se lf  to the 

q u ite  s m a ll .  Spent an  h o u r w ork ing  on the s a m p le s  th a t J e s s e  K ella m  h a d  

se n t m e - the c e ra m ic  tile  and  f lo o r t i le ,  and fo rm ic a  - fo r  M rs . B a ile y 's  

h o u se . M ade s e le c tio n s , phoned h im  and r e tu rn e d  th em .

S u ccu m b ed  to a  sho t of B12, long rec o m m e n d ed  by  L iz , fro m  D r. B e rk e le y . 

T r ie d  on m y  c lo th e s  fro m  M ollie  P a r n i s ,  s e v e ra l  of them  quite ch a rm in g , 

and  h e a r d  L u c i, a s  m ad  a s  a  h o rn e t, d is c u s s  an  a r t ic le  in  a  m ag az in e  o r  

f  so m eth in g  c a lle d  W om en 's W ear, w hich  h ad  given  the th re e  Jo h n so ns p re t ty

p o o r m a rk s  a s  d r e s s e r s .

L u c i w as in c lin e d  to  b lam e i t  on Lynda B ir d 's  bobby socks an d  lo a f e r s ,  

an d  w as r e a l ly  q u ite  h e a te d ly  annoyed  abou t i t .

I  ta lk e d  to M a ri a l l e n  ab o u t r e p a i r s  w e 'r e  having  m ade a t  the H ayw ood. 

P a p e r in g  of two b a th ro o m s  and a  b ed ro o m , and  s lip  c o v e rin g  of fu rn itu re .

I t 's  a l l  com ing  a long  fin e ; i t 's  f in ish ed , she lik e s  i t .

To L a w ren ce  K lein , abou t w o rk  a t  the ra n c h , doing o v e r the  b ed ro o m , 

the V ic to r ia n  one, a t  the g u es t h o u se . And som e an tique  b r a s s  b ed s  I 'v e  

go tten , w hich  he s a id  a r e  c h a rm in g .
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A nd to A . W. abou t the p a rk , the p o ck e t s iz e  one in  Joh n so n  C ity , 

upon w hich  M r. W eirich is  b u s ily  a t  w ork , so th a t in  M ay i t  w ill be  re a d y  

f o r  Life , a n d the p u b lic .

A nd then , b e c a u se  I am  no m a ra th o n  ru n n e r  lik e  Lyndon, an d  th e re  a r e  

tim e s  w hen I can  only  fe e l  love and co m p ass io n , and  not r e a l ly  h e lp , I  la y  

down fo r  a  n ap  I s im p ly  h ad  to have.  A m ilk  punch a lw ay s g e ts  m e off to 

one, an d  I s le p t, w o n d erfu lly  re la x e d , u n til  ab o u t fo u r . 

A nd then up to se e  M rs . P ro v e n s en, ea tin g  m y  f i r s t  r e a l  m e a l  o f the 

day , s c ra m b le d  eggs and  to a s t  and  b aco n , a lw ays m y  fa v o r ite , in  the  Q u e e n 's  

R oom , w h ile  we w ent o v er the A lab am a  sp eech , now fin ish e d  and  sounding 

b e t te r .

I  r e a l ly  sp en t two long , good, h a rd  h o u rs  w ith  h e r ,  to m uch  b e n e fit.

And then  I c a lle d  D r . H u rs t, by now i t  w as sev en . W ould he go bow ling 
7  he

w ith  m e ?  He w ould  and  tu rn e d  out to be good, though he in s is te d  he  h a d n 't  

done i t  in  10 y e a r s .  He b e a t m e a  couple of g am e s , bu t I  b e a t h im  one w ith  

143 s c o re .

We s to p p ed  by to se e  i f  we c ou ld  g e t Lyndon to com e hom e fo r  d in n e r .

I t  shou ld  be an  e a r ly  one. B ut h e ' s in  the m e s s ,  w hich  m ean s  th a t he h as  

a  c ro w d  w ith  h im . I knew  I m u s t n o t in te r ru p t .  I  le f t  w o rd  in  h is  office 

to a s k  h im  to jo in  u s . He h ad  two ap p o in tm en ts  a f te r  the m ee tin g , w ith  the 

c ro w d , and  w hen he had  no t com e by  10 o 'c lo c k , we s a t  down to d in n e r , ju s t  

V the two of u s .

I t 's  a lw ays happy an d  e a sy  to  ta lk  to D r. H u rs t, who h ad  b ro u g h t to 

u s  the p ro d u c t of sev en  y e a r s  la b o r , on h is  p a r t , '   the f i r s t  book  off the
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p r e s s  o n the h e a r t  -  t h e f i r s t  c o m p reh en s iv e  one to com e out, he to ld  u s ,

in  ab o u t a  d ecad e . I can n o t even  l i f t  i t ,  m uch le s s  u n d e rs ta n d  it , b u t I

v a lu e  h is  g iv ing i t  to u s .

We d is c u s s e d  the n eed  fo r  m o re  n u r s e s .  T h e re 's  a  n eed  fo r  m o re  of

e v e ry th in g  tra in e d , in  th is  w o rld , i t  s e e m s . And th e r e 's  a  s o r t  of in te r -  

n icen e  w a r  b e tw een  N u rse s  sch o o ls  th a t give d ip lom as, and who a c tu a lly  

supp ly  som e 90% of th e  n u r s e s ,  an d  th o se  th a t give d e g re e s , such  a s  L u c i 

i s  going th ro u g h , th a t supply  a  m u ch  s m a lle r  n u m b er, I  th ink  he s a id  ab o u t 

10%.
W illis

lo o k ed  a t  the p o r t r a i t  th a t M rs . B a r ry  h ad  done of m e , an d  

he  i s  the f i r s t  p e rso n  who gave i t  co m p le te  and e n th u s ia s tic  e n d o rse m e n t.

I  w as  happy . If Lyndon n eed s  d ozens of f r ie n d s , m u ch  love - I too n eed  

so m e .

A t e le v e n  o 'c lo c k  I  w en t to bed , but I a sk e d  h im  to s ta y  up and  ta lk  to 

L yndon. And Lyndon did  com e hom e a  l i t t le  p a s t  11:30, and  had  d in n e r .

I t is  an  e n d u ran ce  c o n te s t, th is  job . I  count the m onths and  the w eeks 

u n ti l  the tim e  I  h av e  s e t,  b u t I  have no t the fo rc e  of c h a r a c te r ,  and no t r e a l ly  

ev en  the d e s ir e ,  to  t r y  to  m ak e  Lyndon w o rk  le s s  h a rd . I t i s  w o rth  e v e ry  

l a s t  a to m  of w h a te v e r  he h a s  to give i t .
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