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We r e a d  the p a p e rs  la te .  T hen Lyndon sa id , " W ho' d  you lik e  to  go

'to c h u rc h  w ith  u s ? " T h is  h ad  b een  one of those  ten se  w eek s th a t I 'm  so 

g lad  to ge t beh in d  us -  the l a s t  s e v e ra l  have - th a t  I  w an t h im  to have w h o ev er 

i s  v e lv e t and  honey  a nd ba lm  to h im .

W ith no su g g es tio n s  fo r  e i th e r  p e rso n a l,  o r  s o c ia l,  o r  b u s in e s s  re a so n s  

fo r  m e  - he sa id , " L e t 's  g e t the V a le n tis . " So they  ac c o m p a n ie d  us to the 

N a tio n a l C ity  C h r is t ia n  C h u rch . Lyndon h as  g o tten  m o re  C atho lics  

in s id e  of m o re  P r o te s ta n t  c h u rc h e s !  He h as  a  v ig o ro u s  p e r s o n a l  co m m itm e n t

the E c u m e n ic a l m o v em en t th a t m ak e s  m e laugh  a s  I s ee  h im  in  ac tio n .

A fte r  ch u rc h , C o u rtn ey  cam e down to jo in  u s , and the  p u p p ie s , and  th e re  

w as m u c h  k is s in g  and  " I  love P r e s . " , and  c lim b in g  a ro u n d  o v e r  the  fu rn i tu re ,  

a f te r  the p u p p ie s , u n til  she w as e s c o r te d  h o m e, an d  we h ad  lu n ch , ju s t the 

fo u r of u s .

T h en  a  long tim e  of r e s t .  Sunday is  Lyndon ' s d ay  to c a tc h  up an d  to 

s e e  ev e ry b o d y  th a t 's  on a  TV new s p ro g ra m , an d  r e a d  b a le s  of p a p e r . A nd 

then  h e  b eg an  to say , "Who sh a ll  we have o v e r fo r  d in n e r  w ith  us? "

Q uite  on h is  own, ab o u t 5:30 he h a d  begun  to c a l l  a  g r e a t  r o s t e r  of 

p e o p le , m an ag in g  to in c lu d e  s e v e ra l  th a t I 'v e  b een  p u ttin g  on l i s t s  and  have 

b ee n  w an ting  to s e e , an d  sudden ly , h e re  he  w as , h im se lf , th ink ing  of them  

an d  p u ttin g  to g e th e r  a w o n d erfu l d in n e r p a r ty , about an  h o u r b e fo re  i t  w as 

su p p o sed  to happen .

We ended  up w ith  the V ice P re s id e n t  and  M u rie l; Stu an d  E v ie  Sym ington, 

how d e lig h te d  I  w as tha t they  w e re  f re e  and  cou ld  com e; an d  a ls o  the Mike
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Mo n ro n e y s ; the young, a t t r a c t iv e  B irc h  B ayhs ; the Jake  P ic k le s ;  the 

G eorge  M ahons - a  to ta l  of 14.

T he f i r s t  a r r iv a ls  came a  Little a f te r  s ix  th ir ty .  We had  a  d r in k  in  the W est
Av

H all, w h ile  we ch o se  up s id e s  a s  to who w an ted  to go bow ling , and  who 

sw im m in g . I  f in a lly  took M u rie l and  the S ym ing tons, and  the M o nroneys 

b o w lin g ; and  M a rv e lla  Bayh; B irc h  sa id  he w ould q u it w hen he  w as ah ead , 

h e ' d b een  the ch am p io n  l a s t  s u m m e r  a t  C am p D avid. And H u b e rt w en t w ith  

Lyndon, and the P ic k le s ,  and the M ahons, and B irc h  - to th e  sw im m ing  pool.

I t  cou ld  hav e  b e en  a d i s a s te r .  At f i r s t  I  thought i t  w as going to  b e , 

b e c a u s e  of m y  bow ling  co m p an io n s  either h ad n ’t bow led  in  ten  y e a r s ,  h ad  n e v e r  

bow led , o r ,  lik e  m e , w ere  ju s t  no t a s  young a s  we once w e re  - b u t ended  

up by  b e in g  g re a t  fun. M u rie l w as good; Stu, th a t v e te r a n  g o lfe r ,  w hose 

s c o re  is  e n v iab le , u s e d  h is  le f t hand , and  got so m uch  b e t te r  a s  he w ent 

a lo n g  t h a t I th in k  he h ad  a  good tim e  - a s  d id  M ike. Som e o f u s  w ere  

s e n sa tio n a lly  b ad , bu t e v e ry  now and  then , a  s p a re  o r  a  s t r ik e  w ould g ive 

u s  th a t l i f t  th a t m ad e  u s  d e te rm in e d  to p ra c t ic e  and  le a rn  to do b e t te r .

I t  w as  n e a r ly  9 o’c lo ck  w hen we jo in ed  the sw im m e rs  on the seco n d

f lo o r , h ad  a n o th e r  d rin k , and  th en  w en t in  to a d e lic io u s  d in n e r . T h is  m u s t

h av e  b ee n  q u ite  a  ch a llen g e  to  M r. H alle r, in  the k itch en . I  h ad  w alked  in

ab o u t s ix  o' c lo c k  and  s a id  w e 'd  have a  few  to d in n e r, and  it  h ad  sw iftly

grow n to 14 - he su rv iv e d  w o n d erfu lly , and  ev erybody  w as fu ll of p la u d its  

fo r  the r o a s t  b e e f  a n d  Y o rk sh ire  pudding.



MEMORANDUM

THE W H ITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

Sunday, F e b ru a ry  27, 1966 page 3

T h e re  h ad , in  fa c t, b een  a  fu ll page s p re a d  in  the P o s t  today , ab o u t 

W hite  H ouse h o u sek eep in g , and  the new  chef. S u ccessfu lly  done, I thought, 

w ith  p ic tu re s  of the d if fe re n t k ind  of e n te r ta in in g  - a  su m m e r  tea  in  the 

Ja c q u e lin e  K ennedy G ard en ; L u c i w ith  a  ta b le fu ll of the u n d e r p r iv i l e g e d  

c h ild re n  who cam e to the C h r is tm a s  p a r ty ; L ynda w ith  P r e s id e n t ia l  S c h o la rs  

on the  South Law n; and  then  a  b u ffe t s p re a d . A r a th e r  good s to ry  abou t
i> A .

M a ry  K a ltm a n  -  "She guar d s the p a n try  p en n ies" -  an d  o u r  b ig  p u sh  to  o rg a n iz e  

the lo o se  buying  h a b its  of th is  fa r-flu n g  h o u se . It s a v e s  th ro u g h  buying 

th in g s  w h o le sa le  and in  q u an tity .

T he la d ie s  w ent in to  the Y ellow  Room  fo r  co ffee , and  the m en  s e tt le d  

in  an  e a r n e s t  c i r c le  of b u s in e s s  ta lk  in  the W est H all. I t  w as a  r e a l  joy  

fo r  m e  to s e e  a g a in  o l d f r ie n d s  lik e  E v ie  Sym ington and  M ary Elle n  M onroney . 

W e ta lk e d  ab o u t Senate la d ie s .  I  to ld  them  I 'd  d ro p  in  som e T u esd ay ; they  

hav e  no t s ta r te d  b u t p lan  to b eg in  soon  h a v ing s om e m e m b e r  d e s c r ib e  th e i r  

fo re ig n  t r ip ,  o r  m ak e  a  l i t t l e  ta lk  d u rin g  the c o u rse  of the bandage  m ak ing .

M a ry  Elle n  w an ted  to know if  we cou ld  p o ss ib ly  com e out f o r  a  q u ie t 

d in n e r  so m e tim e  w ith  th e ir  good f r ie n d s  the M axw ell T a y lo r s .  I  w as q u ick  

to sa y  w e 'd  be d e lig h ted , i f  L y n d o n 's  w o rk  p e rm itte d . O ld f r ie n d s  a r e  a l l  to o 

a p t to coun t u s  ou t b e c a u se  of the v e ry  title  of th is  job , I su p p o se  - and  g o o d n ess  

know s we lik e  h a m b u rg e rs ,  and com ing  a t  the l a s t  m in u te  ju s t  a s  w e ll a s  we . 

e v e r  d id .

M ary  Ellen  i s  m ak ing  a  h a b it of in v itin g  one g ran d ch ild , o v e r fo r  the 

w eekend , on a  ro ta tin g  b a s is .  She s a id , "You know, if  we in v ite d  them  a l l .
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we w ouldn ' t r e a l ly  g e t to know th em . I t 's  so m uch m o re  fun having  one a t  

a  t im e ."  S h e 's  a  c o n s ta n t s u r p r i s e  b e c a u se  she d o e s n 't  look  the le a s t  the  

g ra n d m o th e r ly  type, and  th e re  a r e  so m an y  fa c e ts  to h e r  p e rso n a lity  th a t 

I find  h e r  one of the m o s t d e lig h tfu l of the Senate w iv es .

And E vie  to o ,  t h e re  w as m uch  ta lk  of g ra n d c h ild re n . W ith a l l  h e r  

d ig n ity  an d  th a t v e ry  c le a r  look  of b e in g  "to the m a n o r  b o rn "  t h e r e 's  s t i l l  

a  lin g e r in g  b it ,  a  gay b i t  of the sh o w g irl in  E v ie , and  I genu inely  en joy h e r .

J u s t  a s  we s ta r te d  ou t to jo in  the m en , they  a ro s e  in  one c o n c e r te d  

m o v em en t, and  announced  they w e re  going o v e r to L yndon 's  o ffice . Not 

be in g  a sk e d , we s a t  down in  the W est H a ll f o r  fu lly  a n o th e r  h o u r, ta lk ing  

w ith  H elen  M ahon abou t L e ra  T h o m as runn ing  fo r  C o n g re s s . She gave m e 

the w e ird , an d  I  w onder if  c o r r e c t  in fo rm a tio n , th a t A lb e r t T h o m a s ' n am e  

w ill  s t i l l  a p p e a r  on the  b a llo t. ‘ 'j j

To M a rv e lla , ab o u t h e r  sp eech  th a t 's  com ing up, fo r  b e a u tif ic a tio n , in  

V in cen n es .

A nd a s  12 o 'c lo c k  a p p ro a ch ed , I s a id , "L ook  la d ie s , w h o ev er th inks

y o u r h u sb an d  is  the t i r e d e s t ,  m aybe we b e t te r  fo rm  a  s a fa r i  to go o v e r  and
. // 

r e s c u e  th em ."

J u s t  then  Lyndon, who h ad  b een  in  e b u llie n t good s p ir i t s  a l l  even ing , 

m u ch  a t  ho m e w ith  good f r ie n d s ,  a r r iv e d  w ith a l l  of th em . T hey had  b een  

looking  a t  h is  b u s t, am ong o th e r  th in g s, and  a l l  the g u es ts  d e p a r te d  a  l i t t le  

p a s t  12 o 'c lo c k .

I thought, w hat a  sa tis fy in g  evening  and  I a lso  thought - so m e tim e s  I
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1
get w hat I w ant by^w^t push ing, and I a ls o  thought, so m e t im e s  I g e t  what

A
I w ant by not pushing for  it .

S^CnZED

c •

I ju s t  a s

" e x c iT e 3 ^ 5 o u ^ ^ n ia n B ? ^ n io n ^ ^ 5 in e c tu ^ s^ S io u ^ ^ b ^ p e o p l^ n ^ r r >  ed

K ies  s in g e r  and A ndre P h illip e . And then on her own, e le c t in g  to  engage

r "

in  e x tr a  c u r r ic u la  a c tiv ity , c a lle d  T ex a s today and T om orrow , in  which

som e Student5le a r n  and then m ake le c tu r e s  on - the fab u lou s s to r y  o f the

U n iv e r s ity , docu m en ted  w ith  the m o st glow ing s t a t is t ic s ,  c a lc u la te d  to

b ra in -w a sh  a ll  w ho l is te n  to th em , but m o st o f all,^^^h^se w ho t e l l  them .

It a l l  adds up to b e in g  v e r y  m uch a liv e , w h ich  i s  what I waiat fo r  both m y

g ir ls .

# # # # # # # # #




