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MProbably be remembered by the Chef. as the day of brrthday cakes. A
even
‘ blg, really wonderful one, for Mur1el Humphrey at lunch; and a‘}ngger one
for Mz. JustlceABlack‘s 80th blrthday-, at dinner. '4 S R ;
- In the morning; I recorded and did some desk work, Some eoeial
» planning with Bess, and then at noon, began a party I had really looked
forward to, and 'blanned myself.‘ There's no group I like better than the
Cabmet w1ves, and I had thought what fun for us all to get together, Just us,
1o press//for a very 1nformal party, celebratmg Munel's b1rthday She‘d

' spent her real b1rthday‘ w1th her husband,/ 1n the Far East, S0 we were a -

- b1_t late... . o ,
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S0l had asked them to come at 12 and anybody that wanted toj/ould

bowl. I ha.d bowled w1th a umber oi them up at Camp Dav1d, in the summer;

PR

or we .could sw1rn'. ' ‘Between the pool at_,_Cam‘p_David and here,’ I azn;been o
ewimming with most of them, and l{now .they enjoy it.

I met them downstalrs aboat 12, Murlel fresh from her good score,.jb/ '
lSunday n1ght,)h/d elected to bowl also, and Jane Wrrtz and Lee Uc.all chose
bowlrng. ] I had _cal_le_d Jane Freeman ear'ller, to ‘suggest that she be the

: ‘hostees ln»the ewimming pool, and Margie McNamara '\vent‘wlth ‘h.e.r."- W:haxx
But alas, we had trvo genulne cr1pples, : Je.a-e Connor w1th a. broken ankle and
| Vlrglma Rusk.)/lth a broken toe; And another two, Mrs. Weaver and Trudy
Fowlerm electedto e1t 1tout w1th them and wa;ch the bowlmg. . |
kJ R .We_ got.in,about 30 mmutes o_fv_go;od 'exercise;.wiith’;.']a,ne; Wirta:thrOWing

 the gentlest, and the etraightest ball; Lee Udall the most en}thusiastie - it
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K .d1$m1ssmg protocol except hav1ng Murlel on my rlght passmg a tray of

! that Ann Celebrexze sat on my' left. - She s one of the really godd people I've

" and therem lay the mgmhcance and the pleasure for her. .

MEMORANDUM

" THE WHITE HOUSE

. o . SRR WASHINGTON _ ‘ S
Tuesday, March'l, 1966 S ] .' Page 2

comes from keeping up with her husband, I suppose; and Muriel, co{m'in'g o
within one or two of beating me, which brought much laughter. =~ -
It was after one when we were back upstairs, ora sherry, /_a-em o

\

‘ opened one glft/\a mexican straw bag, called by Liz, aSurvwal )Iut for |

a ravehng i_ady dark glasses, black plastlc rain hat. extra palr of hose,

gm for boardmg hehcopters), ‘pretty 11tt1e th1ngs for Muriel's tr1pé
And then went in to ).unch.

» Ann*Cele’brezzre had joined-.us. I had done a rather corny thmg, completely

o ‘v"bﬂowers and 1f you, cho,ose a red tuhp, you sat at the- place at-&be—tebl-e where L

there wa.s a red tuhp, _]ust like Mrs Smlth frorn Suburbla. And it happened

Aoy e e

smile

. met in 4Washington. Her warm xkyd:e is an accurate mlrror of her warm and :

' _gentlehe-afrtjaéi character. ’

We had a good time talking about the Spaniéh. class and our c'hi‘ldren and
with the chatter around the table, so did everybody have a,‘good‘time._ "'_l .

1 w111 never_learn to be a COntinental diner. We had tWO.wines' and too

"~ -much, but delicious food, At a pause in the conversatmn, Trudy d1d the

' exactly. nght thing and said, “Mur1e1 1 thmk all of us would 11ke it if you e

would tell us about your tr1p to the Far East. "

Mos tly for Munel,,\ I really do thmk,\1t wa.s mostly be1ng with her husband, A :

.and she knew that he was dOmg someth1ng very 1mportant, and very d1££1cu1t, »




- women these are. Lee Udall's was glven w1th a poem. wh1ch she'd wntten
o aboat seven o clock that, mornmg, as.soon as’ she'd gotten Stu off to-the el e

- office, in pra.lse..of Murlel‘s many fme‘quahties. '

Cal1forma for the blrth of her f1rst grandchﬂd a.nd Mz, Lyd1a Katzenbach, '
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The birthday‘cake was a smashing suocess, ‘beautifully decorated with-' '

a spray of red. roses, and with plctures of Muriel's lifeq ranging from a

 young oa-ej surrounded by her small ch1ldrenf/nd a very bou_nc1ng Hubert, - n

to the one at the;nauguratmn, 'where she’" dancmg with LyndOn and I with

'.Hube'rt.

"'The one at Monticello, all t'heCabinet wi\ies lined up besi:de us. o
‘, All of this is Bess' domg, and she s great at it,

Then we opened the rest of the presents, and what a br1ght bunch of

i -‘..«.,i‘qe_.‘.....'um- cug o !
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There were only two absent, Mrs. J’ohn Gardner, who'd gone to

“in bed w1th a cold She sent an. a.bsolutely zany paxr of dark glasses, w1thout

identification we could almost have recogmzed them a.s‘being her gift, '

And a delightfui accumulation of amus'ing thingsr, includincr_one sentimental- |

pu——

o and Valuable one%rom Trudy Fowler‘s own kltchen,/\an open hearth colomal

late

kltchen, dating back to the/18th Century, in which all of her fr1ends gather -

for entertainment. ,The glft was a mold,' itsel?{nore‘ than a hundred years old, .

to put cheeses or jellies in, for a lovely buffet.

' Next on the progr‘am,v and it is here that Ibegan to feel that I had a captive

. audience, for I really tried to explain that it was o_nly-fvfor ‘,those_who»f_.',elt, selfe
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indulgent enough‘, to take a couple of hours ’of’f' rom the days ob11gat10n, }

and would those who had to go to the’ dentlst, or p1ck up a ch11d or go to a .
' ' . 2
tea, or com m1ttee meetlng, please say goodby the minute they wanted to!
~ But anyhow,‘ next on the program, we went down to the Movie theatre to see
about 20.minutes of vy home movies, melodramas, my mother was a lady,

with. exclai‘n ations from me about how and when it was done) S L

%a.‘z £ast Apnl, 1n Texas, when Marg1e and I took p1ctures of the bluebonnets LR

and we later showed the Udalls, _and ma.ny other people we kn0w. And then

the tr1p Of all the Cabmet WlV%S; 'down into V1rg1n1a. la.st May. D

“see A Thousand Clowns, Wlth Ja.son Robards, a rlght wh1ms1ca1 story, totally "

r_unrela_.ted to_ our v11»v.es, which. are a pretty regimented lot, with -due. considera.‘: .
tion for all the ‘i"u‘le.s‘._, o |
Sex‘rieral of the .guests“drifted out fnidway, .feeling, I‘m af.:.;a.id,. rather |
: embaa‘assed, bnt thr-ee. of us staye‘d to the end,” Muxl'i'eln,‘ and Mar:gie and I
I‘tjwas- 5:3'0 when the day came to an end, j.>.’We'd ha.d_oink 1erhonade .and B

1 popcoi-n ‘passed during the show, one of Bess' delihghtful thoughts, but as -

PR
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e And about that pomt, several d1d leave, and the-rest of . settleddown to- .s Cohesend

© .

I asse-s sed the day,-" I decided that format would wofk,z{'the relaxed a_tmosphere ;

of Camp David in the summertime, but not in the busy life of Cabinet wives
_in the rather formal surroundings of the White House.

~ So much for good intentions. I'm devoted to Muriel,‘ and’» wanted to have

the party for her, to gently nnderl-ine that point.ff,What,a; day" of 'eati"n'g.-_with e
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> hlS son and daughter—1n-1aw, the Hugo Blacks, Jr., from M1arn1, and Ehzabeth's

 son and.da.ughter 1n-1aw, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Deneret. S | = i

his b1rthday on the weekend and hlS chlldren had gathered from Mraml, Florlda

- and somewhere in New Jersey, had hardly had time to get home before another
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' sca.rcly an hour and a half before ‘the next party would begin, and thi.s one, -

YAty
thought of by Lyndon sometlme Sunday, and.y-et all the guests chosen by

h1m. The 1nv1tat10ns phoned Monday mornlng, and the hst completed by o _;i '

T Bess»and me.

It turned out to be a smashmg success, in honor of the 80th blrthday of
Mr. Just1ce Hugo. Black and Ellzabeth. '
We gathered at 7:30 in the Yellow Room, the Black“'s accompamed by

his daughter, Jo Jo and her husband,, Dr. and Mrs. Mano Peserem, and

Once m ore, thls was the late blrthday party The Just1ce had’ celebrated

¥ b w8 o e 1 o v B 8 o v 2 ekt s B s
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call came, V/ould they return for a party at the White Hous_e.’ I felt'it was

a great'complirnent' to,us'and'the Justice,/aéat'they did. Only one couldn' t,

. that was hlS son in New Mexrco, who was f1l1ng to run for the State Senate

Lt~

‘and must do 1t in person. ,If_ he-returned, he wo_uld miss 'the ﬁling date, since i

" his host and his honoree were the men they.were,' they'heartily approvedb his

decision" to stay and file. _
: Lyndon had suggested that we ask the Sparkrnans and the Hills, and the

Congressman from hlS dlstrlct Bob Jones. Only Senator Sparkman and Mr s

‘Jones were -there. The Hllls had a dmner they couldn‘t get ou?,( Ivo 111 Bob

Jones in Germany.
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:';he says 1t's too late in the season for me to go April‘lst._, And}the'Tom Clarks : i

.Whovhad'aceompanied ns to dinner at the Blacl_cs. And the‘n've'\'ves.t Justice,

f__ last ‘goodby.j. :
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But I was delighted to have some Alabama representation for this

great man from Alabama. And a young admirer from =¥ own office, Doug

.‘ CaterQ,':whorn Igrow £0nder of all the time,

'And from the old days we Shared t_oge'ther,‘ Tom Corcoran and Ben

. Cohen. I remember a party honoring some anniversary_of, Mr.:_f Justi'oe

B_l_a_ck‘sig‘oing on the court, It had been held on the Corcoran's house’ during

Peggy's lifetime.

"it.-was a ‘greatpleasure to have them both th'ere'.

And from the Court there was Chlef Justlce and Mrs. Warren, B111 ,

LRI RNy S

"r‘f«-i.Douglas, ruddy faced and full of. conversation about“the B1g Benvcountry, b S o

'y
\-.._.Tf_’ .

Abe Fortas, who argued before Mr. Justice Blac a case for a YOung Texas

Congressman, Lyndon Johnson, ho had won by a very slim margm,?/
tDernocratm nommatmn for the Senate, and whose name wa.s about to be

o str1cken off of the ballot by the order of a Texas Federal Judge.

Judge ‘and Mrs. Skelly Wr1ghts were very spec1al fr1ends of the Blacks, oo

and the Thurmond Arnolds, and the Paul Porters, were old fnends of ours |
7 .

» and the1rs,Lnd very fresh in years tha.t we knew themj ThlS completed the

list of 29.

It was a successful party from the moment the guests arrived ‘unti‘l.the . '
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'Ihad them alone in the Yellow Room for about 30 mmutes, Lyndon was

late, We went in ‘for 'dinner at 8:30. I had Mr. Justice Black on r_ny' right .

and Bill Douglas on my left. It was a delicious din‘ner and much talk with(L,

Justice about my trip to Alabama. He knew all about it, ‘and I learned_ about-

' the life that he and Elizabeth lead, in a quiet apartment in Florida, which .

they keep and have- several weeks in dur1no recesses in the winter and spr1ng :

months.. And he plays tennis every day. Sﬁe's hard put to stay up w1th hlm. |

'It's only w1th1n the 1ast few years that men hlS son s age can beat h1m. VIV

thought of my daddy whan 1 not1ced how th1s pleased him. .» o

.B.eh.ng;.s and the Bob Burlesons, and h1s tnp down the R10 Grande. Hé

really roughsAwuhout any help__from the Park Serv1ce. H1s book w111 be B

“out in the fall, It includes a chapter ahout the Big Bend country an'd about

 our own hill country A strange man to be To) 1nterested in w11d flowers, '

from

Dr. Correll knew more about the var1t1es than anybody I could f1nd I want

to get to know h1m better.

Wlth the b1rthday cake and champagne,)/e had toasts. Lvndon's senti-" :
mental quite a euloay and absolutely true. And then the .]'ust1ce s response,
he wryly sa1d ”It sounded like Lyndon was. preachlng_hryfuneral "‘ and then’

went on to dehyer, sort of'a c_apsule of his years in Washmgton, references

B111 Douglas and"I“ talked about the Texas Explorers Club The “Jim ':;‘ S

ks A g ¢

‘but he is,xtx the Holy Land /o the Edwards Plateau. He asSured me . that Ll

interwoven to h‘o'w Lyndon had been_a part of them. " You could have heard ™ *i.

BT I
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a pin jdr'Op. ~Ifelt a sense of history; I was éo _'delighted that .Lyndon, w1th ”
_yvhom'g)‘nly a'mom ent'elapees hetween a thonght and an aet; had caused
-this party to happen.A .

' 'vln:th':e. toast there \yas one reference to the‘P‘atillo.s, .two‘ of whom -he

' . hadknown 1n his -'g!royving .u.p'y.ears, 'in A_i-atharna..v .O‘ne of thernt.ha'd heen his

,Sunday school te_acher,. an@ther a néighbor.ﬂ I cherished this.; 1 loné felt
a;v special eloseness to/.JI'\t/Il:tice.‘Biack;. and thvis‘added to ‘iwt. v‘.v"(v)n.e of the .'
R loyelie’st lines -a so.rt”of thanks‘to the Lord to.the world Iéor a11 the '

. happmess that has been mme{ And then w1th a 11tt1e bow to Ehzabeth

. "Oneﬂf the pr1nC1p1e~causes of 1t now, is the lady on. the Pres1dent's r1ght L

1 loved 1t»a11 and 'so;d1d the other guest's’_‘and m'ost of'all, I helieve, the
Chlldren | : L L C R - .
As eoon as we were back in the Yellow Room, I suggested that perhaps
_ he young people, Hugo s and Ehzabeth's ch11dren, m1ght hke to see the
emeoln Room, and the Queen s Room._ It turne’d out, ‘to my amazement,
that practxcally everybody wantedto. I conducted the tour myself complete
. with v1gnettes from the dayq of Church1ll and FDR:’/and howhawng Carl
Sandburg and h1s famlly for tea in the Llncoln Roorn ,' and f1nd1ng Luc1 1n
ki her.nlghtgown, s.urround.ed.by Algebra and Latin, ,and chevyed penciils,
" and notebooks,' hard at studyli‘n the Treaty Room, just as I_was conducti‘nog,

a group on a 81ghtsee1ng tour, prec1sely as tonlght.rj

Seldom have I had people rnore apprematwe. Lyndon'cam.e"in,’:"hringing , o

g RN
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' plctures and medals and l1tt1e mementoes, fof'uj;snce and hlS chlldren, e

and Elizabeth's son, and by 11 everybody was gone, but I had that very

female feelmg of self-sat1s£act1on. havmg put on a really good party. '

though the credit for the real thoughtfulness goes to Lyndon.
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