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P a g e l

Will pro b a b ly  be r e m e m b e re d  by the C hef a s  the day of b ir th d a y  c a k e s . A
ev en  ' ; ■

b ig , r e a l ly  w o n d e rfu l one, fo r  M u rie l H um phrey  a t  lunch ; an d  an even big g e r  one 

fo r  M r. J u s tic e  B la c k 's  80th b ir th d a y , a t  d in n er.

In  the m o rn in g , I  r e c o rd e d  and d id  so m e d e sk  w o rk . Some s o c ia l  

p lanning  w ith  B e s s , and  then a t  noon, began  a  p a r ty  I  h ad  r e a l ly  lo o k ed  

fo rw a rd  to, and  p lan n ed  m y se lf . T h e re 's  no group  I lik e  b e t te r  than  the 

C ab in e t w iv es , and  I  h ad  thought w hat fun fo r  us a l l  to g e t to g e th e r , ju s t  u s , 

no  p r e s s f o r  a  v e ry  in fo rm a l p a r ty , c e le b ra tin g  M u r ie l 's  b ir th d a y . S he 'd  

sp en t h e r  r e a l  b ir th d a y  w ith  h e r  h u sb an d  i n  the F a r  E a s t ,  so w e w e re  a  

... b i t  la te .  ..... . j ; ...  >,

So I  had  a sk e d  them  to com e a t  12 an d  anybody th a t w an ted  to  could  

bow l. I h ad  bow led  w ith  a nu m b er of them  up a t  C am p D avid, in  the s u m m e r;

o r  w e cou ld  sw im . B etw een  the pool a t  C am p D avid and  h e re ,  I  asa b een  

sw im m in g  w ith  m o s t of th em , and  know they  enjoy  i t .

I  m e t them  d o w n s ta irs  about 12, M u rie l f r e s h  fro m  h e r  good s c o re  

Sunday n ig h t h ad  e le c te d  to bow l a lso ; and Jane  W irtz  and  L ee  U dall, ch o se  

bow ling . I h ad  c a lle d  Jan e  F re e m a n  e a r l i e r ,  to su g g e s t th a t she  be the 

h o s te s s  in  the -sw im m ing pool, and  M arg ie  M cN am ara  w ent w ith  h e r .  Wisaix 

B u t a la s ,  we h ad  two genuine c r ip p le s , M a ry  C onnor w ith  a  b ro k e n  an k le  and

V irg in ia  R u sk  w ith  a  b ro k e n  to e . And a n o th e r  two, M rs . W eav er an d  T ru d y  

F o w le r  w h o  e le c te d  to s i t  i t  out w ith  them  and w atch  the bow ling .

We got in  ab o u t 30 m in u te s  of good e x e rc is e ,  w ith  Ja n e  W irtz  th row ing  

the g e n tle s t , and  the s tr a ig h te s t  b a ll; L ee U dall the m o s t e n th u s ia s tic  - i t

rf  I’l i a a f l i a ii£a<ia
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c o m e s  fro m  keep ing  up w ith  h e r  h usband , I suppose ; and  M u rie l, com ing

w ith in  one o r  two of b ea tin g  m e , w hich b ro u g h t m u ch  la u g h te r  

It w as a f te r  one w hen we w e re  b a ck  u p s ta i r s  fo r  a  s h e r ry ,  

open ed  one g ift -- a  M ex ican  s tra w  bag, c a lle d  by L iz , a  "S u r v iv a l  Kit fo r

a  T rav e lin g  Lady" -  d a rk  g la s s e s ,  b la c k  p la s tic  r a in  h a t, e x t r a  p a i r  of h o s e , 

(go o d  fo r  b o a rd in g  h e l ic o p te r s ) ,  p re t ty  l i t t le  th ings fo r  M u r ie l 's  t r ip  

A nd then  w en t in  to lu n ch .

A nn C e le b re z z e  h ad  jo in ed  u s .  I h ad  done a  r a th e r  c o rn y  th ing , c o m p le te ly  

d is m is s in g  p ro to c o l, ex cep t hav ing  M u rie l on m y r ig h t, p a s s in g  a  t r a y  of

......  : - f lo w e rs  and i f  you choose  a  r e d  tu lip , you s a t  a t  the p lace  w h e r e  

W * th e re  w as a  r e d  tu lip , ju s t  lik e  M rs . Sm ith  fro m  S uburb ia . And it h ap p en ed

th a t A nn C e le b re e ze s a t  on m y  le f t .  S h e 's  one of the r e a l ly  good peop le  I 'v e
 ̂ ■ ■ ■' . ■ ...

m e t  in  W ashing ton . H e r  w arm  sm ile i s  an  a c c u ra te  m i r r o r  of h e r  w arm  and

g en tle  h e a r t l a n d  c h a r a c te r .  '

We h a d  a  good tim e  ta lk in g  ab o u t the S panish  c la s s  and  o u r  c h i ld re n  an d  

w ith  the c h a t te r  a ro u n d  the tab le , so d id  ev ery b o d y  have a: good t im e .

I  w ill n e v e r  l e a r n  to be a  co n tin en ta l d in e r . We had  two w in es  an d  too 

m u ch , bu t d e lic io u s  food. A t a  p au se  in  the  c o n v e rsa tio n , T ru d y  did the 

e x a c tly  r ig h t th ing  and  sa id , "M u rie l, I  th ink  a ll  of u s  w ould lik e  i t  i f  you 

w ould te l l  u s  about, you r t r ip  to the F a r  E a s t .  "

M o stly  fo r  M u rie l -- I  r e a l ly  do th ink  -- i t  w as m o s tly  be ing  w ith  h e r  h u sb an d , 

an d  she knew th a t he w as doing so m eth in g  v e ry  im p o rta n t, and v e r y  d i f f i c u l t ,  

and th e re in  la y  the s ig n ifican ce  and  the p le a s u re  fo r  h e r .
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The b ir th d a y  cake  w as a sm ash in g  s u c c e s s , b e a u tifu lly  d e c o ra te d  w ith

a  s p ra y  of r e d  r o s e s ,  and  w ith  p ic tu re s  of M u rie l 's  l ife  --  ran g in g  fro m  a 

young Muriel surro u n d e d  by h e r  s m a ll  c h ild re n , a n d a  v e ry  bouncing  H u b ert, 

to  th e  one a t  the In a u g u ra tio n , w h ere  s h e ’s dancing  w ith  Lyndon an d  I  w ith  

H u b e rt.^

' T he one a t  M o n tice llo , a l l  the C ab in e t w ives lin e d  up b e s id e  u s .

A ll o f th is  i s  B e s s ' doing, and  s h e 's  g re a t  a t  i t .

T h en  we opened  the r e s t  of the p re s e n ts ,  and  w hat a  b r ig h t b un ch  of 

w om en  th e se  a r e .  L ee  U d a ll 's  w as g iven  w ith  a  poem , w hich  s h e 'd  w r i t te n  

. ab o u t s e v e n  o 'c lo c k  th a t m o rn in g , a s  soon  a s  s h e 'd  go tten  Shi off to  the - -
r"'-, ' . , ■ ■■ '■ 'i

o ffice , in  p r a i s e  of M u r ie l 's  m an y  fine q u a lit ie s .  I
‘ ' ■■ ■ " i 

T h e re  w e re  only  two a b se n t, M rs . John  G a rd n e r, w h o 'd  gone to |

C a lifo rn ia  fo r  the b ir th  o f h e r  f i r s t  g ran d ch ild ; and  M a .  L yd ia  K atzen b ach ,

in  bed  w ith  a  co ld . She s e n t an  a b so lu te ly  zany  p a ir  o f d a rk  g la s s e s ,  w ith o u t

id e n tif ic a tio n  we co u ld  a lm o s t have re c o g n iz e d  them  a s  be in g  h e r  g ift, '

A nd a  d e lig h tfu l a c cu m u la tio n  of am u sin g  th ings, includ ing  one s e n tim e n ta l

and  v a lu ab le  one f r o m  T ru d y  F o w le r ' s own k i tc h e n /  -- \an  open h e a r th  co lo n ia l
la te

k itch en , da ting  b a c k  to the late 18th C e n tu ry , in  w hich a l l  of h e r  f r ie n d s  g a th e r  

fo r  e n te r ta in m e n t. T he g ift w as a  m o ld , i t s e l f mo re  than  a  h u n d re d  y e a r s  o ld , 

to pu t c h e e s e s  o r  je l l ie s  in , fo r  a lo v e ly  bu ffe t.

N ext on the p ro g ra m , and  it  i s  h e re  that I  began  to fe e l th a t I  h ad  a  ca p tiv e  

a u d ie n c e , fo r  I r e a l ly  t r ie d  to ex p la in  th a t i t  w as only fo r  th o se  who fe l t  s e l f -
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in d u lg en t en o u g h ', to take a  couple of h o u rs  o f f  f r o m  the day 's o b lig a tio n ,

and  w ould th o se  who h ad  to go to the d e n tis t, o r p ick  up a  ch ild , o r  go to a  

te a , o r  c o m m itte e  m ee tin g , p le a se  say  goodbye the m in u te  th ey  w an ted  to ?

B ut anyhow ,' n e x t on the p ro g ra m , we w ent down to the M ovie th e a tre  to see

{! ■ '
ab o u t 2 0  m in u te s  of m y hom e m o v ie s , m e lo d ra m a s , m y  m o th e r  w as a  lad y .

w ith  e x c la m a tio n s  fro m  m e abou t how and  w hen i t  w as done.

Then of la s t  A p r il,  in  T e x a s , w hen M arg ie  and  I took p ic tu re s  of the b lu eb o n n e ts  

an d  w e l a t e r  show ed the U d a lls , and  m an y  o th e r people  we know . And th en  

the t r ip  of a l l  the  C ab in e t w iv es , down in to  V irg in ia  l a s t  M ay.

; : And  ab o u t th a t po in t, s e v e ra l  d id  le a v e , and  th e  r e s t   s e t t le d  down to 

see  A T h o u san d  C low ns, w ith  Ja so n  R o b a rd s , a  r ig h t w h im s ic a l s to ry ,  to ta lly   

u n re la te d  to o u r l iv e s ,  w hich  a r e  a  p re t ty  re g im e n te d  lo t, w ith  due c o n s id e ra -  . i 

tion  fo r  a l l  the r u le s .

S e v e ra l of the g u e s ts  d r if te d  out m idw ay, fee lin g . I 'm  a f ra id ,  r a th e r  

e m b a rra sse d , b u t th re e  o f u s  s ta y e d  to the end, M u rie l, an d  M a rg ie  and  I.

It w as 5:30 w hen the day cam e to an  end. We’d h ad  p ink  lem o n ad e  and  

p o p co rn  p a s s e d  d u rin g  the show , one of B e s s ' d e lig h tfu l though ts, bu t a s  

I a s s e s s e d  the day, I d ec id ed  th a t fo rm a t w ould w o rk  in the re la x e d  a tm o s p h e re  

of C am p D avid in  the su m m e r tim e , b u t no t in  the b u sy  life  of C ab in e t w iv es  

in  the r a th e r  fo rm a l su rro u n d in g s  of the  W hite H ouse.

So m uch  fo r  good in ten tio n s . I 'm  d evo ted  to M u rie l, and  w an ted  to h av e  

the p a r ty  fo r h e r ,  to gen tly  u n d e rlin e  th a t poin t. Wha t  a  day of e a tin g , w ith
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scarcely  a n  h o u r  and  a h a lf  b e fo re  the n ex t p a r ty  w ould beg in , and  th is  one, 

thought of by Lyndon so m e tim e  Sunday, a n d  nearly a ll  the  g u es ts  ch o sen  by  

h im . The in v ita tio n s , phoned M onday m o rn in g , and  the l i s t  co m p le te d  by 

■ . B e s s  and  m e .

I t  tu rn e d  ou t to be a  sm a sh in g  s u c c e s s ,  in  h o n o r of the 80th b ir th d a y  of 

M r. J u s tic e  Hugo. B la c k  and  E liz a b e th .

We g a th e re d  a t  7:30 in  the Y ellow  R oom , the B la c k s  a c c o m p an ie d  by 

h is  d a u g h te r , J o - J o  and h e r  husband ; D r. an d  M rs . M ario  P e s e r e s i ;  and  

h is  son  an d  d au g h te r-in -law , the Hugo B la c k s , J r . , f ro m  M iam i; and E liz a b e th 's  

^ . so n  a n d da u g h te r - in - la w , M r. and M rs . F re d  D e n e re t.

O  ‘ '' 'VO nce m o r e ,  th is  w as the la te  b ir th d a y  p a r ty . T he J u s tic e  h a d  c e le b ra te d  [

h is  b ir th d a y  on the w eekend , and  h is  c h ild re n  h ad  g a th e re d  fro m  M iam i, F lo r id a  | 

and  so m ew h ere  in  New J e r s e y ,  h ad  h a rd ly  h ad  tim e to g e t hom e b e fo re  a n o th e r  

c a l l  c a m e , "Would they  r e tu r n  fo r  a  p a r ty  a t the W hite H o u se?"  I  fe l t  i t  w as

a  g r e a t  co m p lim en t to u s  and  the J u s t ic e  ̂ t h a t  they did . O nly one co u ld n ’ t, 

th a t w as h is  son  in  New M exico, who w as filin g  to ru n  fo r  the S ta te  Senate

and  m u s t do i t  in  p e rso n . If he re tu rn e d , he w ould m is s  the f ilin g  d a te , s in c e
A

h is  h o s t and  h is  h o n o ree  w ere  the m en  they w e re , they  h e a r t i ly  a p p ro v e d  h is  

d e c is io n  to s ta y  and  f ile .

Lyndon h ad  su g g es ted  th a t we a s k  the S p arkm ans and  the H ills ,  and the 

C o n g re s sm a n  fro m  h is  d is t r ic t .  Bob Jo n e s . Only S enator S p ark m an  an d  M r s . 

Jo n e s  w e re  th e re .  The H ills  h ad  a  d in n e r  they  c o u ld n 't g e t ou t of, Ivo i l l , Bob

Jo n es  in  G erm an y .
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B u t I  w as d e lig h ted  to  have som e A lab am a re p re s e n ta t io n  fo r  th is  

g r e a t  m a n  fro m  A lab am a . And a  young a d m ire r  f ro m  m y  own o ffic e , Doug 

C a t e r ,  whom  I  g row  fo n d er of a l l  the tim e .

A nd fro m  the o ld  days we sh a re d  to g e th e r , Tom  C o rc o ra n  an d  B en 

C ohen. I r e m e m b e r  a  p a r ty  honoring  som e a n n iv e r s a ry  of M r. J u s t ic e  

B la c k 's  going on the  c o u r t .  I t  had  b een  h e ld  on the C o rc o ra n 's  h o u se  d u rin g  

P e g g y 's  life  tim e .

It w as a  g r e a t  ple a s u re  to have them  bo th  th e re  .

A nd fro m  the C o u rt th e re  w as C h ief J u s tic e  and  M rs . W a rre n ; B ill

D ou g las , ru d d y  fa ce d  and fu ll of c o n v e rsa tio n  abou t  the B ig Bend country, • - "

he  sa y s  i t 's  too la te  in  the  se a so n  fo r  m e to go A p ril 1st. And the Tom  C la rk s

w ho h a d  acco m p an ied  u s  to d in n e r  a t  the B la c k s . A nd the n e w e s t J u s t ic e ,

Abe F o r ta s ,  who had a rg u e d  b e fo re  M r. J u s tic e  B lack  a  c a s e  fo r  a  young T e x a s

C o n g re s sm a n , Lyndon Johnson , who h ad  won by a  v e ry  s lim  m a r g in  the

D e m o c ra tic  n o m in a tio n  fo r the  S enate , and w hose nam e w as ab o u t to be

s tr ic k e n  off of the b a llo t by the o rd e r  of a T ex as  F e d e ra l  Judge.

Judge and M rs .  Skelly  W righ t w e re  v e ry  sp e c ia l  f r ie n d s  of the B lac k s ;

an d  the T h u rm o n d  A rn o ld s , an d  the P a u l P o r te r s ,  w e re  o ld  f r ie n d s  of o u rs  
7

an d  th e i r s ,  a nd  v e ry  f r e s h  in  y e a r s  th a t we knew them .'  T h is  c o m p le ted  the  

l i s t  of 29.

It w as a  s u c c e s s fu l  p a r ty  fro m  the m o m en t the g u es ts  a r r iv e d  u n til  the 

l a s t  goodbye!'.; - ...   ̂ v ■ ';V
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I h ad  them  alone in  the Y ellow  Room  fo r abou t 30 m in u te s , L yndon w as

la te .  We w ent in  fo r  d in n e r  a t  8:30. I  had  M r. J u s tic e  B la c k  on m y  r ig h t

and  B ill  D ouglas on m y le f t.  I t w as a  d e lic io u s  d in n er an d  m uch  ta lk  w ith  th e

J u s t ic e  ab o u t m y  tr ip  to A lab am a . He knew  a l l  ab o u t it , and  I le a r n e d  ab o u t

the l ife  th a t  he an d  E liz a b e th  le a d , in  a  q u ie t a p a r tm e n t in  F lo r id a ,  w hich

th ey  keep  and  have s e v e ra l  w eeks in du rin g  r e c e s s e s  in  the w in te r  and  sp r in g  ■

m o n th s . A nd he p lay s  ten n is  e v e ry  day. s h e 's  h a rd  put to s ta y  up  w ith  h im .

I t 's  only  w ith in  the la s t  few  y e a r s  th a t m en  h is  so n 's  age can  b e a t  h im . I

though t of m y  daddy  w han I n o tic e d  how th is  p le a s e d  h im .

' “'  'B il l  D ouglas an d  I  ta lk e d  abou t the T ex as  E x p lo re r s  C lub; T h e  J im  -

and  the Bob B u r le so n s , and  h is  tr ip  down the R io  G ra n d e . He

r e a l ly  ro ughs it with o u t any  h e lp  fro m  the  P a rk  S e rv ic e . H is book  w ill be

ou t in  the fa ll.  I t  in c lu d es  a  c h a p te r  ab o u t the B ig Bend c o u n try  an d ab o u t

ou r own h i l l  c o u n try . A s tra n g e  m an  to be so  in te re s te d  in  w ild  f lo w e rs , 
f ro m  '

b u t he i s  from the H oly Land the E d w ard s  P la te a u . He a s s u r e d  m e th a t

D r. C o r r e l l  knew  m o re  ab o u t the varieties than  anybody I  co u ld  fin d . I w an t 

to g e t to know him  b e t te r .  /

W ith the b ir th d a y  cake and  ch am p ag n e  we had  to a s ts .  L y n d o n 's  s e n t i - 

m e n ta l, qu ite  a  eu logy  and  ab so lu te ly  tru e . And then  the J u s t i c e 's  r e s p o n s e , 

he  w ry ly  sa id , " It sounded lik e  Lyndon w as p reach in g  m y fu n e ra l ,  " an d  th en  

w en t on to  d e liver, s o r t  of a  c a p su le  of h is  y e a r s  in  W ashington , r e f e r e n c e s  

in te rw o v e n  to how  Lyndon had  b een  a p a r t  of th em . You co u ld  have h e a rd
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a  p in  d ro p . I f e l t  a  se n se  of h is to ry ;  I w as so d e lig h ted  th a t Lyndon, w ith

w hom  only a  m o m e n t e la p s e s  b e tw een  a  thought and  an  a c t, h a d  c a u se d

th is  p a r ty  to happen .

In the to a s t  th e re  w as one r e fe re n c e  to the P a t i l lo s ,  two of whom  he

h ad  known in  h is  g row ing  up y e a r s ,  in  A lab am a , One of them  h ad  b een  h is

Sunday sch o o l te a c h e r ,  a n o t h e r  a  n e ig h b o r. I  c h e r ish e d  th is ;  I  long  fe lt
. . 

a  s p e c ia l  c lo s e n e s s  to  Mr. J u s tic e  B lack , and  th is  added  to i t .  One of the 

lo v e l ie s t  l in e s  - a  s o r t  of thanks to the L o rd , to the w o rld , "fo r  a l l  the 

h a p p in e s s  th a t h a s  been  m in e ." And then  w ith  a  l i t t le  bow to E liz a b e th ,

"O n e  o f  th e  p r in c ip le  c a u s e s  of i t  now , is  the lad y  on the P r e s id e n t 's  r ig h t."

I lo v ed  i t  a l l  and  so did  the o th e r  g u e s ts  and  m o s t of a l l ,  I  b e lie v e , the  

c h ild re n .

A s soon a s  we w ere  back  in  the Y ellow  R oom , I  su g g es te d  th a t p e rh a p s  - 

the young peop le , H u go 's  and  E liz a b e th 's  c h ild re n , m ig h t lik e  to see  the 

L in co ln  R oom , and  the Q u ee n 's  R oom . It tu rn e d  out, to m y  a m a z e m e n t, 

th a t p r a c t ic a l ly  ev ery b o d y  w an ted  to . I conducted  the to u r  m y se lf , c o m p le te  

w ith  v ig n e tte s  f ro m  the day^of C h u rc h ill  and  FDR; and h av in g  C a r l  

S andburg  and  h is  fa m ily  fo r  te a  in  the L inco ln  Room ; and  fin d in g  L u c i in  

:aaasc h e r  n ightgow n, su rro u n d e d  b y  A lg eb ra  and L a tin , and  chew ed  p e n c ils ,  

an d  no teb o o k s, h a rd  a t  s tudy  in  the T re a ty  R oom , ju s t  a s  I  w as conducting  

a  g ro u p  on a  s ig h tsee in g  to u r, p r e c is e ly  a s  ton igh t.

Seldom  have I  h ad  people m o re  a p p re c ia tiv e . Lyndon c a m e  in , b r in g in g
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p ic tu re s  and  m e d a ls  and  l i t t le  m e m e n to e s , fo r  the J u s tic e  and h is  c h ild re n , 

an d  E liz a b e th 's  son , an d  by 11 every b o d y  w as gone, bu t I h ad  th a t v e ry  

fe m a le  fee lin g  of s e lf - s a t is fa c t io n ,  hav ing  pu t on a  r e a l ly  good p a r ty ,  

though the c r e d i t  fo r  the r e a l  thou g h tfu ln ess  goes to L yndon.


