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T h is  w as one’ of th o se  u n b e liev a b ly  bu sy  d a y s, beginn ing e a r ly  a t 7 o 'c lo ck ,:  

Lyndon h a rd ly  e v er  s le e p s  p a st sev e n  now , and w ith  th is  12, one or  two  

o ’c lo c k  b e d tim e s , I s ta g g e r  out into m y  own room , in  h op es of s leep in g  

lo n g e r . B ut at n in e, I h au led  m y s e lf  out, to m ake m y  Spanish c la s s ,  m y  

v e r y  fa v o r ite  s e lf - in d u lg e n c e , in  w h ich  I b a r e ly  hold  m y  own, but I a lw a y s

p r o m ise  m y s e lf  that the next tim e I w ill  study, h ard er  . I ju st plain^ enjoy it  too  

m u ch  to quit.

T hen to the b eau ty  p a r lo r .

And then, a t th ree , fo r  a m ee tin g  w ith  L iz , and B ill  H eath -  B i l l  M o y ers  

i s  too  i l l  to a tten d , .to  d is c u s s  .the U n iv e r s ity  of T ex a s ann ouncem ent about..., 

the lo c a tio n  of the Lyndon B a in es  Johnson L ib ra ry . It w ill  be so m ew h ere  

on the n in eteen  a c r e  tra c t, e a s t of R ed  R iv e r , and the Stadium , and the 

L aw  B u ild in g , but e x a c t ly  w h ere i s  s t i l l  for the a r c h ite c ts  to d e te r m in e .

Of the 68 land o w n ers in v o lv ed , only 12 rem ain ed , a w eek  or so  a g o , 

u n w illin g  to s e l l ,  and B il l  h as e v e r y  hope of m aking a m ic a b l e  a g r e e m e n ts  

w ith  s ix  o f those.  So i t ’ s a r e la t iv e ly  good p ic tu re , but both  w e and the 

U n iv e r s ity  w ant to p ro ceed  v e r y  c a r e fu lly , w ith  a l l  p o ss ib le  c o n s id e r a t io n  

fo r  the good w ill of th ose  lan d o w n ers.  When you 've b een  in public life  30  

y e a r s , you're n e c e s s a r i ly  r e sp o n s iv e  to the fe e lin g s  of that w idow  w om an  

w h o se  liv e d  in  the s a m e  h ou se  for  50 y e a r s  and lo v e s  it .

T h ere  w as one h ila r io u s  m om en t w hen B ill  H eath, w ith  a b ig  g r in , 

p u lled  a sm a ll  b la ck  box out of h is  p ock et and handed to m e sa y in g  it  w as  

a g ift fo r  Lyndon, from  a fr ie n d  of h is , who had landed  h is  .plane a t  the 

ranch  la s t  fa l l ,  in  o rd er  to d r iv e  o v e r  to B il l  H eath s, and Lyndon had. \
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in v ite d  them  to com e in  for lunch . I opened it  and th ere in  la y  two 

m in ia tu re  C olt p is to ls .  D id they w ork?   Y e s , th ey  w ere  ra re  and b ea u tifu l 

s p e c im e n s  and w e both r o a re d  a t  t he co n stern a tio n  o f the S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  if  

they had a sk e d  th is good fr ien d  o f o u r s  t o  open the innocuous l i t t le  package . 

h e w a s c a r r y in g . It look ed  ju st lik e  a je w e lry  box.

T ex a s  Exe s  w ere ce leb ra tin g  T ex a s  Independence D ay, a day la te , and  

th e ir  honor g u e s ts  w ere  the B o a rd  of R e g en ts . We had in v ited  them  to co m e  

fo r  tea  a t 3 :30 , so  B il l  H eath acco m p a n ied  m e in to  the Y ellow  R oom  and  

. s to o d  by m e  to in trod u ce  h is  fe llo w  m e m b er s  of the B oard  of R e g e n ts . The 

W alter  B re n n a n s ,:  Dr .  an d M rs . F r a n k  C onn elly ,' and the Jack  J o s e y s  of ~

• • i 
i . < 
1

H ouston  -  none of them  I knew w e ll. F rank Ika rd, the fifth  reg en t w a s  .
B i l l  M o y ers

th ere and, of c o u r se . C h a n ce llo r  H arry R an som , and H a ze l. A la s ,  w ho  

i s  P r e s id e n t  of the T ex a s  Exes th is  y e a r , cou ldn 't co m e , but p retty  Judith  

did, and the S e c r e ta r y -T r e a s u r e r  of the o rg a n iza tion , the H arold  K en n ed ys. 

S e v e r a l T ex a s  E xes , the Jake P ic k le s , the H orace B u sb ys -  hadn't s e e n  them  

in  a lon g  tim e  and w as an x iou s to g e t caught up on their  cou n try  h o u se . And 

L iz  and L e s  C arp en ter; and Jake Jacobsen ; and C h r istin e  Stugard, v e r y  m u ch  

a T ex a s  E x , W hen she f ir s t  w ent to w ork  fo r  u s , she w a s a w idow  of D ean  

V . R . M oore's son , D ean s in ce  tim e  b egan .

B e c a u se  I v e r y  m u ch  w ant them  to get to know the B oard  o f R e g e n ts , I‘d 

a sk e d  Juanita R o b er ts  and D orothy T er itto  to jo in  u s , and m ade su re  that the 

r e g e n ts  knew  who th ey  w e r e . '  ̂ ^ V



B ren n a n s, J o s e y s  and the C o n n e lly s . D r. C o n n elly . brought m e a ffec tio n a te

g r e e tin g s  from  N e l l  C o l g i n ,  m y  U n iv e r s ity  o f  T ex a s  ro o m m a te  in  1930.

A fter  tea  and ta lk , I su g g e ste d  that ju st p o s s ib ly  they m ig h t w ant to s e e  

the L in co ln  R oom , and a ll  the u p s ta ir s . They w ou ld  and I'm  co n sta n tly  

d e lig h ted  how m u ch  p le a su r e  th is g iv e s  to p eo p le , to s e e  the p a r t o f the 

W hite H ou se that i s  not r e a lly  open to any but r e a lly  c lo s e  fr ie n d s .

Jim  K etchum  w as tour con d u ctor, but I kept on putting in  m y  own p e r so n a l  

v ig n e t t e s .'  A t one poin t. Spike B rennan, in  talk ing about B il l  H eath , r e fe r r e d  

to h im , " H e 's  the o ld  p ro ."  A n d  in d eed , he i s ,  p a r tic u la r ly  on  th is  L ib ra ry  

p r o je c t  w h ich  he is  d e term in ed  to s e e  through s u c c e s s fu lly  b e fo r e  he s tep s  

down.

I had au tograp hed  guide book s fo r  the fiv e  R egen ts and C h a n ce llo r  R a n so m . 

It w a s a  v e r y  p e r so n a l, w arm  hour and a h a lf. Lyndon jo in ed  u s .  I fe lt  good  

about our h o sp ita lity  and m y p art in  running th is h o u se .

T h en w hen they le f t , I la y  down for  a p rec io u s  30 m in u tes  o f  r e s t .  I
. />

fin d  it  i s  r e a lly  w ea r in g , a s  m u ch  a s  I enjoy  it , to try  to p r o je c t , to g iv e  out 

to p eo p le , but tonight i s  the b ig  n igh t, the C o n g r e ss io n a l r e c e p tio n  for  c lo s e  

to a thousand p eo p le , a s  im p ortan t a s  a l l  10 o f the r e c e p tio n s  la s t  year^ / r o l l e d  

in to  one. W e'd done everyth in g  w e cou ld  to m ake i t  s p e c ia l .

It had b een  L yndon's su g g e stio n  to have the L ea d ersh ip  and the Chairm e n, 

the C abin et, and so m e of h is  s ta ff u p s ta ir s , 30 m in u tes  e a r ly , fo r  a  g ree tin g  

in  the h a ll , stand ing by the b ig  grand p ian o . T h ere  w e r e  a  b a tte r y  o f
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p h otog ra p h ers  th ere  - and a s  B il l  and B etty  F u lb righ t cam e down the lin e ,  

th ey  w e r e  f r e n e t ic  w ith  a c tiv ity . But a m u sin g ly , that w a sn 't  the p ic tu re  

they u se d  the n ext d ay!  It w as M ajority  L ead er  M ike M a n sfie ld  and M a u reen  

m ista k e n ly  identified,^  a s  M rs. W ilbur M ills ]

T h ere  w a s a bar and ev ery b o d y  had a drink . I had a  m o m en t w ith  

L indy B o g g s , to ta lk  about Lynda B ird  at the M ardi G ras. L ind y sa id  sh e  

w on the h e a r ts  and w as a c co r d e d  e v er y  honor N ew  O rlean s had to o ffe r .

The d ays and n igh ts w ere  a con stan t b la z e  of p a r tie s  and Lynda B ir d /  al l  

that h e r  h o s te s s  cou ld  want!

It had b een  L iz  or B e s s ' id ea ,, a  v ery -g o o d  one, to m ake a  d if fe re n t , . 

o ff b e a t p ic tu re  in  the L in co ln  R oom . So the L ea d ersh ip  f i le d  in  th ere ,

w ith  Lyndon and and the H ubert H u m p hreys, in  fro n t of the b ir d n e s t
 ̂ ■ 1

tab le , and grouped  around behind u s . Senator C arl H ayden, P r e s id e n t  P ro  

T em pore; Tom  and B etty  K uchel, the Senate M inority  Whip; S en ator  E v e r e tt  

D ir k se n  w ith  L ou ella ; M ike and M aureen  M an sfie ld , fo r  so  lon g  the M a jo r ity  

Whip; H ale and L indy B oggs; Speaker M cC orm ack  w ith  M iss  H a rr ie tt;  C a r l  

A lb e r t, w ith out h is  w ife; and the L es  A ren d s, the H ouse M in ority  W hip.

It w a s a m e m o r a b le  p ic tu re , the on ly  tim e I r em em b er  su ch  a  one in  the  

W hite H ou se , and th er e fo re , su re  to be n ew s.

And then, w ith  an a c to r 's  in s tin c t , I b e lie v e , L es  A ren d s of I l l in o is ,  who  

h a s  so m eth in g  of a L in co ln esq u e  look , sa t  down on L in co ln 's  b ed  and Lyndon  

sa t down by  h im , and the p h otograp h ers had a f ie ld  day.

T he u p sta ir s  gath erin g  had th ree  in g red ien ts  for  a s u c c e s s fu l  party^

.........\  . • . ■ - _____________________________________________
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g u e s ts  who have so m eth in g  in  com m on , m u s ic , and d r in k s. So w hen  Lyndon

and I s lip p ed  down in to  the B lue R oom , ju st a  lit t le  p ast s e v e n  to g r e e t  the

o th er  800 or  so , I f e lt  a s  gay a s  m y  red  d r e s s ,  and by the e v en in g 's  end a t |

10:45, so  w as ev ery b o d y . D orothy M cC ardle's h ead lin e  n ex t day, w as "Hawks . :
w e r e  ’ .

and D oves C om e b ack  to R o o st. " The d oves and the haw ks were b i l l in g  and  

coo in g  a t  ea ch  oth er la s t  night a t the W hite H ouse r ecep tio n .

A nd B etty  B ea le  sa id , "Senate L ea d er  of op p osition , E v e r e tt  D irk sen , 

le d  the M arine Band in  Danny B oy , w h ile  s in g in g  i t  at the sam e t im e ."  "Vice  

P r e s id e n t  H um phrey, ju st  b ack  from  V ie t  N a m , danced gai ly  w ith  M rs. J. 

W illia m  F u lb r ig h t, w h ile  Senator F u lb righ t w h ir led  M rs. H um phrey about.

And Senator Strom  T hurm ond show ed up w ith  the P ea ch  Q ueen o f G eo rg ia " .  |

B ut the n ic e s t  lin e  w as " . . . and a ll  the S en ators and R e p r e se n ta tiv e s  a c ted  

c o m p le te ly  a t h om e."   The b u ffet table w as h e a v ily  lad en  w ith  a sh ip s  r o a s t  

o f b e e f, fr e sh  sh r im p , fr ito s  w ith  c h ili  con q u eso  dip , and ham in  l it t le  h o t  

b is cu i t s ,  and b ro w n ies  and e c la ir s ,  ra th er  than p etit fo u rs , a l l  added  up to  

an A p lus fo r  our ch ef, I thought.

I  had e le c te d  to have a r e c e iv in g  lin e /\  p erh ap s it  i s  m o r e  chic  

atyiisfe s im p ly  to m ove around am ong the g u e s ts . But I w ould be one of th o se  

sh y  g u e s ts  who w ouldn't go up and sa y  h e llo . T h at, I b e lie v e , w ould  in c lu d e  

about th ree  fou rth s of them , and th er e fo re , go aw ay fe e lin g  ju st  a lit t le  le t  

down. The. lin e  w as e v e r y  b it of an h ou r, w ith  tim e for  a hug fo r  a lo t  of 

old  fr ie n d s . Senator and M rs . Donald R u sse ll;  Jack  and C h arlo tte  B ro o k s, 

 I w ore th e ir  e a r r in g s ; and a ll  m y  old  fr ien d s  from  the Senate L a d ie s .
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A nd o f c o u r se , the g u e s ts  who w e re  not th e r e /  m ade n ew s to o . S en ators  

W ayne M orse  and E r n e st  G ruening, and the two K ennedy S en a to rs , Bobby and  

T ed dy.

A l i t t le  a fter  e ig h t, we b egan  to m in g le  w ith  the g u e s ts , I sa m p led  the 

b u ffe t, stop p ed  to ch at w ith  group a fte r  group, n otic in g  that Lyndon had  

b e c o m e  the c en te r  o f a  huddle of a l l  the n ew sp ap er w om en in  s ig h t. T h is  

m o rn in g  B etty  B ea le  su m m a r iz e d  it ,  "T his h as b een  a ra th er  u n b e liev a b le  

ten  days in  the r e c o r d s  o f the C o n g r e ss . We p a sse d  our E co n o m ic  A id  B i l l  

w ith  l e s s  than 40 v o te s  a g a in s t it . I ju st su g g e ste d  the A sia n  B ank la s t  A p r il, 

and a b il lio n  d o lla r s  fo r  A s ia  w a s p a s se d  y e ste r d a y . We had a  v o te  on 1,; 

M ilita r y  A id  in  the H ou se , and lo s t  on ly  4 v o te s , and in  the Senate w e lo s t  

on ly  2 v o te s . We had a vote  on resc in d in g  the P r e s id e n t 's  p o w er , and lo s t  

on ly  5. T hen w e had the T ax B il l  and it  w as 13 to nothing. A m ong so m e  

2000  v o te s  c a s t  in  the p a s t  10 d a y s , th ere  have not b een  m o r e  than 200  v o te s  

a g a in s t  any of m y  b i l l s .  " , D orothy M cC ardle quoted him   

en d ing up by sa y in g , "It' s b een  a  good, p rod u ctive  p er io d . ”

A t any r a te , w e put in  a. good p rod u ctive hour and a h a lf , and a  v e r y  

happy one fo r  m e , w ith  a l l  the g u e s ts . We s lip p ed  o ff u p sta ir s  a t  9:30 , 

taking the W atsons w ith  u s . T h ere  w e put in  a c a ll  to the T ex a s  E xes p a rty , 

and Lyndon m ade a l i t t le  sp e e c h  to them  over  the phone, w ith  loud  sp e a k e r s  

h ook ed  up on the o th er  end . A nd then handed m e the phone. I  im a g in e  th a t .

I d id  b ea u tifu lly , s o le ly  b e c a u se  I w as ta lk ing about the U n iv e r s ity  w h ich  I :
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lo v e , and it  w a s the end of a day sp ark lin g w ith  s u c c e s s .

It w as 10:30 b e fo re  a l l  our g u e s ts  departed  and that in  i t s e l f ,  i s  a ' 

c r ite r io n  of a good p arty . I

Jim  C ain  had b een  a g u e s t  u p s ta ir s . Lyndon had a sk ed  h im . T he on ly  

thing that m a r r e d  the day, for m e , w a s that I had not a sk ed  him  to co m e  

down and jo in  u s . He w ould , no doubt, have b een  in trod u ced  as  C o n g r e ssm a n  

C ain , by the M ilita ry  A ide; and C o n g ressm a n  or no, he w ould  have found  

p len ty  of fr ie n d s . So I hope th is w ill  be a le s s o n  to m e  on h o u se  g u ests . ;

 ̂ ■ V: ■ ' ' # # # '# # # #■# #  ’, V::' 1


