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B r ill ia n t  su n sh in e  but co ld , the w ind la y . L itt le  v ig n e tte s  o f the day. 

D riv in g  the w inding roa d s to B lan co , to St. M ich ael and A ll A n g e ls  

E p isc o p a l C hurch, w ith  D iana and J e s s e ,  and M a rie , and V ick ie .  A la s ,  

on ce  m o r e , the Pope i s  gettin g  in co rp o ra ted  in to  the P r o te s ta n t c h u rch es]

A  grave l i t t le  a lta r  b oy , h is  boots s tick in g  out from  under h is  w hite  

v e s tm e n ts .

A fterw a rd s  co ffee  in  the P a r ish  r o o m  of the v e r y  m od ern  a ttra c tiv e  

l i t t le  church; the m in is t e r 's w ife , M rs , T hayer; two oth er la d ie s  te llin g  

m e how  m u ch  th ey  enjoyed  b ein g  h o s t e s s e s ,  a t the boyhood hom e in  John son  

C ity . ■

I ' And then to B la n co  N u rsin g  H om e to v is i t  M r. P e r c y  B r ig h a m , whom

L yndon d e sc r ib e d  to the p r e s s  a s  "the m an who paid  m y  w ay through C o lleg e" .

It w a s  a $75 . lo a n  \ p re tty  doubtful thing ̂ to an am b itio u s young b o y ..

And then on to Johnson C ity , w h ere  w e drove around the B oyhood H om e.

The c a r s  w e re  fa ir ly  n u m ero u s. We d idn't stop .

A nd then down to the Bank; the s t r e e t  t r e e s  a r e  in  and they a r e  d e lig h tfu l. 

.But e v e r y  la s t  one i s  in , w hat w ill  w e do for  a p lanting c erem o n y , the la s t  of 

M a r c h . The b ig  redw ood tubs in  fron t of the bank, w ith  g r e e n  sh ru b s in  th em , 

and a ju st p e r fe c t  l iv e  oak, p lan ted  at the co rn er  o f the bank, and another in  

a l i t t le  is la n d , in  the m id d le  o f the d r iv e  in . I hope v is i to r s  to John son  C ity  

a r e  a s  im p r e s s e d  a s  I w a s]

U p sta ir s  to the ap artm en t, fo r  a  su rv ey  and a low  c a lo r ie  drink , I sp en t  

m o r e  h o u rs , w ith  l e s s  in te r e s t  in  th ese  a p a rtm en ts , than in  m o s t  th in gs I  do, "
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And then o v er  to the L ew is  and L ogan r a n c h e s . The cou n try  i s  s t i l l  

in  the grip  of w in te r ;  th ere  is  no sp r ig  of g reen , the c r e e k  i s  c le a r  and ii

sw ift , and the tank n ear  the o ld  ston e  h o u se  that w e hope R oy  W h ite  m a y  buy,   

i s  rem a rk a b ly  deep , and blue and c le a r , but the lan d  i t s e l f  i s  drab and ; y

fo rb id d in g . T he d eer  p len tifu l but p it ifu lly  thin; the sh eep  have ju st  b een  

. s h e a r e d  and lo o k  gaunt and naked . I w onder how th ey  m anage in  that s ix  

-•inch sn o w ?  ■

-Dale sa id  ev ery b o d y  on the ra n ch  s tayed  u n til 10 o*clock , try in g  to 

g e t the sh eep  and goa ts  under s h e lte r . T h ere  a r e  d ozen s o f new  b orn  

 ̂ la m b s , s ta g g e r in g  around on u n cer ta in  le g s ,  l it t le  b a lls  of w h ite .

A . W. w as w ith  u s by th is  tim e . We stopp ed  at the H artm an h ou se;  

th ey ’v e  bought new  fu rn itu re  o f th e ir  own for th eir  l i t t le  l iv in g  room  and 

for  th e ir  own b ed ro o m . Lyndon w ork ed  a fo rm a t out w ith  them  b y  w hich  

the fu rn itu re  w e put in  the two r o o m s w i l l  be a t c o s t ,  w e 'l l  g iv e  them  h a lf  

of i t  and the oth er ha lf t he  b oys can  pay out of th e ir  su m m er w o rk  and  

th e ir  w eek en d  w ork , Lyndon had brough t a long th ree  huge b o x e s  of c lo th e s  

from  N eva W est. You cou ld  s ta r t  a s to r e  w ith  it! We opened  it  up in  fro n t  

of the gate , c a lle d  the w h ole  fa m ily  to gather around, and applauded ea ch  

a r t ic le  a s  it  e m e rg e d  from  the box, ask in g  som e m em b er  of the fa m ily  to 

try  i t  on. . It w a s  a  show .. Nobody en joyed  it  m o re  than he did . He a sk ed  

them  to d ec id e  on ev ery th in g  th ey  cou ld  u se  and s e n d  the r e s t b ack  to u s  so  

we cou ld  g iv e  i t  to so m eon e e l s e .  T h is  i s  h is  p r iv a te  p o v e r t y  p r o jec t, and
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I have to sa y  to c y n ic s  and s c o f fe r s , the two new  roo m s look ed  w e ll  kept,

the fa m ily  lo o k s c le a n e r  and h ap p ier , and everyb od y  see m s to be w illin g

to w o rk  hard  fo r  i t ,  and  h elp  pay fo r  it .  : ~

It s e e m e d  fo r e v e r  un til w e got b ack  for  lunch , and I w a s fa m ish ed

^̂-wh en  w e  r e a c h e d  the h o u se  about th ree  f if te e n /  an d jo in ed  w ith  Mathilde and  

-A rthu r K rim , and Lynda w ho had  slep t, la te ; and Jak e and V ick i, and M a rie ,

fo r  an  en o rm ou s lunch . I a te , a s  A un t E ffie  sa id , w ith  a  corning a p p etite , 

I t  w a s  a f t e r  f o u r  w h e n  w e w ere  up fr o m  th e  ta b le , a n d  th e n  I  h a d  a

lo n g , happy ta lk  w ith  Lynda, by the f ir e  in  the b ig  liv in g  ro o m . She‘d ... 

sp en t the m orn in g  b ic y c lin g  w ith  M ath ilde, ta lk ing w ith  A rth u r .. .  The  s ta r s  

in  h er  e y e s , and the e x c item en t in  h er  v o ic e ! G eorge had c al le d  th is  

m orn in g , from  London, or P a r is .  T h ey  had p lans to get to g e th er  for h e r  • ’ 

b irth d ay , s e v e r a l  t im e s  w ith in  the n ex t few  w e e k s . Sh e's f in a lly  rea ch ed  

the poin t of not a sk in g  m e , but te llin g  m e  w hat sh e 's  going to do, and one 

of h e r  p lan s in c lu d es  going to C a lifo rn ia  to v i s i t  h im .

She ta lk ed  to u s about T ex a s Today and To m orrow , the group sh e 's  jo in ed  

to le a r n  a l l  about the U n iv e r s ity  and m ake sp e e c h e s  on it ,  on or o ff the 

ca m p u s, a s o r t  of in d o ctr in a tio n  c o u r se , w hich  I think m u st le a v e  the p e r so n  

w ho ta lk s  /^}thorou gh ly  b ra in  w a sh ed , w h atever  it d o es  to th ose  w ho l is te n .

She look ed  a d o ra b le , in  hip  h u gger pants and A capu lco  type le is u r e  

c lo th e s . I lo v e d  e v e r y  m om en t o f it  w ith  h e r . And then  sh e le f t  in  tim e to 

be a t the 6:30 s e r v ic e  a t  A ll Sain ts in  A u stin . T '.
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A nd now , Lyndon had gone out to get the la s t  sun w ith  A . W .  and the 

K r im s , and D iana. And I, hungry for  e x e r c is e ,  w a lk ed  down to the g u est  

h o u se . L ove the new  b r a s s  b ed s and the new  w a ll p ap er, and the n e w  rug  

in  the V ic to r ia n  room ; y ea rn ed  fo r  the hour or two to find the ju s t  r igh t  

w h ite  sp rea d  and w hite cu r ta in s  to co m p le te  the room .

Then m y  c o n sc ie n c e  le d  m e down tow ard O r io le 's . I'd  p r o m ise d  to 

c o m e  s e e  h er  b e fo r e  we le f t ,  but I cou ldn 't sp a re  the d ay ligh t, so  I w ent 

up to the runw ay, to w a lk  a long i t ,  look ing for w hat happened to m y  b lu e  

b on net s e e d s .  A la s , i t  w a s a lm o s t  a  to ta l z e r o . I w as th orou gh ly  d e p r e s s e d ,  

a p p a ren tly  w e had gotten  none. A long the bank of„the f ir s t  tank, w h e r e  we,,., ; 

had sp r ea d  them  lib e r a lly , w e had a m e a g e r  stand . '

T hen I d rove down to the C edar H ouse and jo in ed  Lyndon and the p a rty . 

M athilde and I w alk ed  over  to O r io le ’ s , g a th ered  h e r  up and a sk ed  h e r  to  

g iv e  u s  a tour through the hou se  that w as going to be h e r s . She w as a b so lu te ly  _ 

d e lig h ted , and it  w a s a joy  to s e e .  It i s  one of the th ings I b le s s  Lyndon  

fo r . She w anted  to show  u s how she had v e r y  c o r r e c t ly  m o v ed  the c lo s e t s  

; over  to the w e s t  s id e  b e c a u se  sh e  lik ed  the e a s t  sun. She lik e d  to know w hen  

i t  w a s tim e to get up in  the m orn in g . She had a sh e lf  for  h er  c lock ; and sh e  

had an oth er s h e lf  fo r ,h e r  r ed b ir d s , and h er  p lea su re  in  i t  w a s   a p r e se n t  

to Lyndon and to m e .

P r e tty  soon  Lyndon, and D iana, and A . W. and A rthur, and J e s s e  jo in ed  

u s  and I hope w e gave O rio le  m o re  to talk  about un til we co m e  ag a in .
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In the fad ing lig h t, w e drove around the ranch, and stopped  a t the new  

b arn , w hich  i s  a w on d erfu l v iew  of the v a lle y  of the P e d e r n a le s . V e ry  

m o d ern  look ing  alum inum  s t a l l s ,  and so m e sp ra y ed  on in su la tio n , k eep s  ‘

a  c e r ta in  p ortion  w arm  for  the m ilk  c o w s.

And Lyndon had a long c o n feren ce  w ith  D ale on ev ery th in g  th a t's  going  

r ig h t and w ron g on the ranch . • We stopp ed  by D a le 's  h ou se  to s e e  the n ew  ■ 

b ab y, and th en  b ack  to our h o u se , w h ere  Jam es gave m e the la s t  d is c o u r a g in g  

w o efu l n ew s of the day. The sh eep  had gotten  in to  the grounds of the o ld  

Sam John son  farm  h o u se , and had ea ten  o ff e v e r y  b it o f fo lia g e  o ff o f  the i

* s c r u b b e r y  a s  J am e s . s a y s . And that in c lu d es  m y  M ou nt V ernon  m a g n o lia ;' - 

What I w ant on the ran ch  a r e at op p osite  p o le s  from  w hat a  fo rem a n  

w a n ts . I w ant w ild  f lo w e r s  and sh ru b b ery  - he w ants sh eep  an d g r a s s  -  and 

so  the e te r n a l b a ttle  g o es  on  ̂ I had J a m es a s  m y  a lly , Lyndon a s  the c h ie f  

sp a rk  p lug, but D ale  i s  the one in  ch a rg e , for  about 300 d ays out of the y e a r .

So ta ct and good s e n s e  dem and that I k eep  him  a s  m y p a rtn er .

D iana w as to le a v e  to go to Southw est T exas State T e a c h e r s  C o lle g e ,

L yndon 's o ld  a lm a  m a te r , w h ere  sh e 's  recru itin g  for the P e a c e  C o rp s. SlJfe Two 

retu rn ed  P e a c e  C orpsm en , one from  G uatem ala, one from  B o liv ia , ca m e o v e r  

to g e t h e r . She brought them  in to m e e t  m e and then Lyndon; fin e  look ing  

young m en , they w e r e . She le ft .

And then a t n in e , so  did w e, in  the J e ts ta r , to Randolph A ir fo r c e  B a se .

I w a s  s u r p r is e d  not to s e t  down a t B e r g s tr o m . A nd then on the plane to

!

•I
-I
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W  a sh in g  ton.

It had not b een  a sa tis fy in g  w eek en d   not r e a lly   but i t  w a s  a  fu ll m oon  

and good com p an ion sh ip , .w ith  the M oursunds and the K rim s; and b r illia n t  

su n sh in e . B ut it  w a s co ld , and our cou n try  w as not a liv e , the m a g ic  of 

sp r in g  had n o t s e t  in .

On the w ay , w e ta lk ed  o v er  the Indian d inner l i s t ,  the D e m o cr a tic  

din ner in  N ew  Y ork w ith  A rthur. We had a lig h t d in ner and then  I la y  

down, h o p efu lly  to s le e p , but not r e a lly , and so  did Lyndon,

A l it t le  a fte r  one, w e w ere  a t A ndrew s and a t 1:20, b ack  a t the W hite 

H o u se . A s w e  w ent u p  in  the e le v a t o r - w e w ould  n o t s e e  the K r im s a g a in , 
r'"̂  ' . . ■ so :

b e c a u se  they w ould  le a v e  a l it t le  p a st sev e n  -  s o  that m o s t  rem a rk a b le

M a th ild e ,/  cou ld  be in  h er  la b o ra to ry  a s  a p ra c tic in g  s c ie n t is t  a t  n in e , -  

L yndon le a n e d  o v e r  and put one hand on each  of them  and sa id  "You a r e  the 

s w e e te s t  cou p le  I know. " They h a v e , in d eed , g iven   h im  u n d erstan d in g  and  

h elp , and g a ie ty , and fr ien d sh ip . What bounty!

But the m o s t  rem a rk a b le  thing of the day, had b een  the 10 m in u te s  a t  

the ranch  w h ile  w e w ere  having that la s t  drink, w hen I phoned L yndon’ s 

s i s t e r  L u c ia , a sk in g  for  e ith er  L u cia  or B ir g e , I go t B ir g e .  We hadn’t 

. s e e n  or h ea rd  from  them  in  s e v e r a l  m on ths  a fte r  a v e r y  p le a sa n t c lo s e n e s s  

o f a y e a r  or so ,  I va lu e  i t  and want to keep  it  up. T h ere  w e r e  a cou p le  

of a b o rtiv e  a ttem p ts  at co n v ersa tio n  - "How a r e  you" " P retty  G ood" "But I 

know ev ery b o d y 's  had flu  and I su re  hope y o u 're  a l l  w e ll  now ."  "W e're

m M
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doing a lr ig h t" . And then about the th ird  go -rou n d , he dropped the b lo c k -  

b u ste r . • "We've had an e x c it in g  tim e around h e r e  th is  w eek en d .  B eck y  got 

m a r r ie d ." A t th is poin t, I c a lle d  Lyndon to the phone, and it  b eca m e  a  

th ree  w ay  c o n v e rsa tio n . It turned  out that B eck y  had gotten  m a r r ie d  s o m e -  

tim e  during the f ir s t  w e e k  of F eb ru a ry , but had only to ld  h er  m o th er  on 

F r id a y . T h is  w as Sunday. The new s w as p a in fu lly  fr e sh . Lyndon a sk e d  

"i f  L u c ia  had gotten  h om e from  the h osp ita l"  B ir ge sa id , " S h e's doing p re tty  

good  but she b la m e s  m e . She s a y s  it  n ev er  w ould have happened  i f  I hadn't 

ta lk ed  h e r  into le tt in g  B eck y  go b a ck  to the U n iv e r s ity  for  the term  in  

S e p tem b e r ."   T h ey  had, it  ap p eared , taken B ec k y  out a t m id - te r m , w ith   

Vtar the in ten tio n  of k eep ing  h er  hom e for at le a s t  s e v e r a l  w e e k s , w h ile  a  qu ite .

d read fu l tr ia l  w a s going on in  A u stin , and a  U n iv er ity  stud en t w a s  b e in g  I

tr ie d  fo r  the m u rd er  of two young c o -e d s .  One of them  had b een  B e c k y 's  

s o r o r ity  s i s t e r .   T hey w an ted  to rem ove  h er  from  the s c e n e .  I  d idn't qu ite  

g et the seq u en ce  of e v en ts .  S o m etim e during that p er io d , B e c k y  and young  

D avid  Shulm an, m e d ic a l student in  h is  sen io r  y e a r , had gone to L as V eg a s  

for  two d a y s, had b een  m a r r ied , and it  had taken h er  s e v e r a l  w eek s  to t e l l  

the fa m ily .   B ir g e  sa id , "She's b een  try in g . "  B le s s  h im . •

On F r id a y  sh e had  told  them ; and now he sa id  they w e r e  b a ck  in

L as V e g a s , he thought, fo r  the r e s t  o f that honeym oon. ", and then w ould  

take an  ap a rtm en t. The young m an w ould f in ish  p r e -m e d  in  June, and then  

1^^ th ere  w ould  be the y e a r s  ahead  o f M ed ica l School in  H ouston.

We n e v e r  got to ta lk  to L u c ia .  B irg e  sa id  she w as a t a n e ig h b o rs .  In 

a ll  m y acq u a in tan ce , I n ev er  saw  a young g ir l  that le d  a m o re  sh e lte r e d ,
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su p e r v ise d , lo v e d  l i f e .   And in  sp ite  o f  the d ire  p red ic tio n s  that so m e  of 

u s  had  m ad e, that she w as tied  too m uch to the p aren ts apron s tr in g s , she  

had b een  c o m p le te ly  s u b m iss iv e , ch a rm in g , n o rm a l, and s u c c e s s fu l  fo r

■ X L
22 y e a r s .  A to ta l trium ph fo r  their w ay of ra is in g  h e r . And then off sh e  

g o e s  to L a s V eg a s  to g e t m a r r ie d ,- The ̂  b ig g e s t  gam ble i s  p aren th ood ! 

It had b een  a g r ea t day in  the p a p ers  for b ea u tifica tio n . The P o s t  had  

had a s to r y  on the la n d scap in g  stu d en ts, the A rb o retu m , and a r c h ite c t ’s  

sk e tch  of the downtown p o rtion  of F  S tr e e t  d em o n stra tio n  p r o je c t . And a  

fu l l -page la y o u t o f B rook e Asto r , crea tin g  parks w ithout 'K eep o ff the G r a ss '

- ~ - -signs-. - I  am very g ra te fu l to K ay fo r  provid ing  that m o s t  p r e c i o u s

in g r e d ie n t to our p ro jec t - w ord  to the public that i t ' s  going on . V

A nd L u c i, who n e v e r  la c k s  fo r  und erstan d in g  of the p r e s s .  It had  a  

w on d erfu l a r t ic le ,  I sa b e lle  S h elto n 's , about L uci and P a t seek in g  sm a ll  

a p a rtm en t. F r ie n d s  su re  L u ci w ill  ad ju st. Young coup le sh op s u n d istu rb ed , 

Grades com e f ir s t  for L u ci, u n til June. Ju st what I lik e  to s e e  w r itten .

# # # # # # #  #  #  .


