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' .Brilliant sunehine but cold the'wind l'ay. Little yignettes of the day. .
Dr1v1ng the wlndmg roads to Blanco, to St.v Mlchael and All Angels :
Eprscopal Church, w1th D1ana and Jesse, and Mane, and V1ck1e. Alas, o i

once more, the Pope 1s gettmg 1ncorporated into the Protestant churches.

A grave 11tt1e altar boy, ‘ h1s boots st1ck1ng out from under h13 whlte

o vestments." '

little%ehurch;‘the ministed. s wife, Mrs. Thayer; two other ladies :teiling

Clty. pp i

Afterwards coffee in the Parish_ room, the very modern attractive o

me .how'b’-rnuc‘h the-y e-nj"oye d be mg hostess e;s j;t the :hoyhood horn ein J ohnson o

e e

: [V And then to Blanco Nurs1ng Home to v151t Mr. Percy Br1gham, Whom
o Lyndon descnbed to the press as "the man who pa1d my way through College“ ‘ ;,x

- It was a $75 loan,(\ pretty doubtful thmgAtO an ambltrous young boy. U :

And then on to Johnson C1ty, where we drove around the Boyhood Hom e. T‘
. The cars were fa1r1y numerous.g We d1dn‘t stop.

And then down to the Bank the street trees are- in and they are dehghtful

" But every last one is in, what w111 we do for a plantmg ceremony, the last of ..

-~ are as impressed as I was, -

Ma_rch? The big redwood tubs in-front of the bank, with green. shrubs in thern," : e

-

and a just perfeét live oak, planted at the 'corner of the bank, and ano:therdin U

a little island, in the middle of the drive in, I hope yisitors to Johns:on_fCity

|

- Upstairs to the apartment, for a survey and a low calorie drink,.I spent.

more hours, with less interest in these apartments, than in most things Ido, ° "
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last fall
- in"’the’grip of Winter‘; 'there is 'no sprig of green; the Creek is olearjand
- sw1ft. and the tank near the old stone house that we hope Roy Whlte may buy,
: ;'«,-1s remarkably deep, and blue and clear, but the land 1tse1£ is drab a.nd

: ~~_1nch snow.

.'get the sheep and goats under shelter. i There are dozens of new born

"‘ilambs, staggenng around on uncertaln legs, little balls of Whl.l'.e. f, o .

“’"’M':they ve boucht new furmture of the1r own for thelr 11tt1e 11v1ng room and”
_.for thelr own bedroom. Lyndon worked a format out w1th them by Wthh

b the furmture we put in the two room s/ll be at cost, we'll g1ve them half.

.. we :could give it to someone el_se. ‘ This is his private 'm‘pro‘]ect, 'a-nd

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINOTON 'f ’

o e

And then over to the Lew1s and Logan ranches'.f'-Thecountry is still

-

' forb1dd.1ng The deer p1ent1fu1 but. p1t1£u11y thln, the sheep have Just been

. _sheared and look gaunt and naked I-wonder _how they manage in that six

;Dale ;sa1deverybody on the ranch.}/tayed unt11 10 ol lock trymg to

J

A W. was w1th us by thls tlme. We stopped at the Hartman house,_v o

of 1t)and the other half.)th/e boys can pay' out of their summer work and ‘ »k

. »the1r weekend work Lyndon had brought along three huge boxes of clothes
.from Neva‘ West. _You coul_d start a store..mth 1t! We opened it up 1_nv front
' »".'of thegate s j called the- whole family to gather around-, and app'iaudedh each )

article as it emerged from the' box,‘ asking some memb'er of the familyv to

trjr .it':on._'. It Was a' s-how. Nobody' enJoyed 1t more than he d1d He asked

them to dec1de on everythmg they could use and send the rest back to us so

- -
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I have to say to cymcs and scotfers, the tv‘voneui ‘rooms looked well kept, B
~ the family looks cleaner and happ1er, .and e-\/erybody seems to beh w111mgl

- RS Ao work hard for 1t, and help pa.y for 1t. 0 _;,—‘ - — e |

. It seem ed forever unt11 we got ba.ck for lunch and.I vv;as fam1shed

: _ . .Mathilde
T ~when—we—reached the- house about three f1fteen, and— Jomed Wxthm&x and

- .__':._r..‘,.,.L,-—-——»Arthwr Knm, and ,L;mda -who- had slept late, and Jake and V1ck1 and Mane, R

I/l .
--.for an enormous lunch. --I ate, as Aunt"Effa.e sa1d w1th a commg appetzte. o

It was afte*f fou‘r when'we were up £rom the table.r,and then I had a’

o~

r__long. happy talk with Lynda, by the flre in the blg l1v1ng room. She'd

£ W R £ her eyes, and the exc1tement 1n her v01ce., George had called thls ’

morning, from .London, or Paris.. They had plans to get together for her

'blrthday, several t1mes w1th1n the next few weeks. ' She's flnally reached

- the point of not askmg me, but tellmg me what she s g01ng to: do, a.nd one

: of her plans 1ncludes going. to Cahforma to v1s1t h1m.
~She talked to us about Texas ioday and \omorrow;',. the group she's .Jomed
" to learn- all about the Un1verv31ty and make speeches on 1t, on or off the
campus, a sort of indoctrination cmourse, .which I'think must leave the person' o
who talks ,jtﬁwroughlyt brain washed whatever:.‘i.t dboe‘s'.:tolthose-Who llsten;.,
She looked adorable, in h1p hugger pants and Acapulco type lelsure

clothes. ‘I loved- every moment of it w1th her. And then she left in t1me to

a'* " © be at the 6:30 service at %ll'_saints"inf_Austin,_ nor
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- And now,. Lyndon had gOne out to get the last sun w1th A. W. and the - |

K_rims,_ ,and'Diana.‘ 'And I}hungry for exe~rcise,, walked down to the guest

I-_ihouse.' E Love the new.br_ass beds and the new wall paper, and the new .rug

in the'ﬁ\(_ic'torian -room; yearned for the hour or two to find the just right .

whlte spread and wh1te curtams to complete the room.

Then my consc1ence led me d0wn toward Ormle s, I'd promised to

o come see her before we left but I couldn't spare the dayhght, so I went

| up to the runway, to walk along 1t, lookmg for what happened to my blue

i bon'net" seeds." Alas, ;1t,.'Wa5' almost a total zero. I was thoroughly depressed

apparently "we' had gvo_tten none. Along the bank of the £1rst tank whe re we

= _;.".Math11de and 1 walked over to Orlole s, gathered her up and asked her to _ s

' give us’ _a tour thrqugh the house that was gomg to be hers. She was absolutely?x_"' R

ad spread them hberally, we had a meager stand

Then I drove d0wn to the Cedar House and Jomed Lyndon and the party

: delighted,ﬂ and it-'was_a joy to see. It is. one of the thmgs Ibless Lyndon _—

~ for. She wanted to. show us how she had very correctly rn0ved the closets

o .over_,t_o the west side 4_becaus'e she liked the east sun. She liked to know when

it 1 2 ere e ma b

it was time to ge't'up‘._'“in the mornihg, She had a shelf for her clock and she e

I

" had another shelf £or her redblrds, and her pleasure in 1t.}/as a present

to Lyndon and to me,

Pretty soon Lyndon, and Diana; and A W. and Arthur, and‘Jes“se’joined‘ Lo

. ‘us and I hope we gave Oriole more': to talk _ahout until we_éon-_')eiagain.




s B ———

a

- woeful news of the day. ‘The sheep had gotten into the grounds of the old

. Sam Johnson farm house, and had eaten off every bit of foliage off of the -

o
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_ {he fading light, we drove around the ranch, and stopped at the new

barn, which is a wonderful view of the valley of the Pedernales. Vefy

modern looking aluminum stalls, and some sprayed on insulation, keeps - SURE

‘a certain portion warm for the milk cows.,

‘And Lyndon had a long conference with Dale on everything that's gding )

“right and wrong on the ranch, - We stopped by Daie's house to see the new . ..

baby,. and then back to our house, where James gave‘me the last,%s'couraging

T ety

scrui:b.éry La 8 J ame 8.8ays, - And that-includes my Mount Vernon ma gnolia;--

[ERSTRTRR

‘What I want on the ranch,/are at opposite poles from what a ’forém'an

1
i wa.;ltsr. 1 w.antki;vild flowers and shrubbe;y - he wants sheep a;id grass - and - g :
so thé‘éte;:.r'xa‘]..-"t;a‘.ttl‘e goee; onI had Jameé as myally, Lyndén ;.s th:e‘chi'_ef. | L‘
sp.'a:;k‘ plug, but Dale is the one in cbharge, 'for about 3.OAO da'}‘r_sb out.c;.uf 'thé year.
'So tact and gbbd sense dema;nd' that -I..keep him _a.s.my'v éairtnef. |
Dia;ia was 't_o .lea..vevto go t'dbs_out.hw.ebs_t“ Texas State Teachers .Collége,
Lyndon‘é o.ld alma mater, where She's recruiting for the. Pea.c'; C.o:;.psi. mé Two" : |
:eturneci Pea’éé Corﬁmen, 'one: from Guétemala, 6nbé fr_o}n'Boliyia, cam.evov_eyr
t.o> get her Sh.e br'ought thém;n to m'e;:_et h‘:e_ and then L’yndon; fine looking
young r.rllen,wthey were. -She leff. o | | |
‘t‘.'And fhen at ’nivx}e,. 1o ) ;l_id.w‘.é, in the.Je‘tsta_r',. to Randblph Airfbrée“Ba.se. , R -
' vI was su‘r;pri‘.sed.‘ln‘otﬁ to set downat Bérg_séromf_ And then ('Dn’the'ﬂp'lga,rié té. | »',”.;'-.,‘,' .
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It had not been a satlsfymg weekend,‘ not’ really“ but it was a full moon’

and good compan1onsh1p, _with the Moursunds and the Krlms, and bnlhant
sunshine, .‘ But it was cold, and our country »was not ahve, the magm of_
' spring had not set in. -

On the way, we talked over the vIndian dinner list, the Democratic

" dinner in New York with Arthur. We had a 1ight. dinner and then I iay

~ down, hopefully to “sle:ep,‘ but not really, and so did Lyndon,

CA li'ttle after one, we were at Andrews and at 12 0, -’bac_k at thev"White .

'Ho_use'.}t As we.went.up in the eleyator- _we would.not. s,ee'the Krim s__again;.,

- 80

' -.beCaus"e' they would leave a little past seven - EhemEcxwxs thatmost re'markable

Mathilde,}e{nld be in her laboratory as a prac tioing s'cientist at nine, -

; Lyndon leaned over and put one hand on. each of them and sard ”You are the

v

‘ sweetest couple I know. " They have, 1ndeed, g1ven th.!'é}:n understanding and'

‘help, and ga1ety, and fr1endsh1p. What bounty'
‘But the most remarkable th1ng of the day, had been the 10 mmutes at
the ranch wh.11e we were hav1ng that last dr1nk when 1 phoned Lyndon‘

sister Lucna. askmg for e1ther LuC1a or Brrge, 1 got Brrge. We hadn't

. seen or heard from them in several monthy ﬁfter a very pleasant closeness

of a year,or s0, I value it and want to keep it up. There were a couple

Qabortlve attempts at conversatlon - "How are you" "Pretty Good” "But I

know everybody s had flu and. I sure hope you're a11 well now'. " We re -_ 5
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doing alrigd1t”. : And then about the th1rd go- round he dropped the block-
-bu‘ster‘. - ""We've had an exc1t1ng time around here this weekend. Becky got
married. ! At this po‘int; I called L.yn'd.on to ‘the Iphene. ahd it became a B R l
three way coz‘w.ersation. It tulrp'..ed out that Beeky had gotten'marrie.d..SOme- -
time. durlng the flI‘St week of February, but had only told her mother on
F.i:.iday. This was Sunday The news was pa.1nfu11y fresh Lyndon asked
"iflucia had gotten home from the hospltal” 'Bn‘ge sa1d ,"She 8 domg pretty

' good b'ut'she blames rnve. She says 1t never wOuld have happened 1f I hadn't

PP

talked her 1nt0 lettmg Becky go back to the Un1vers1ty for the term in S

| September. " They had, 1t appeared, taken Becky out at m1d term, w1th

o

2+ T T T Bt f A B -
” -

o’/ L l, the 1ntent10n of keepmg her home for at 1east several weeks, Whlle a qu1te
| dreadful trial was gomg oh 1r1 Austln, and WUnwerlty'student was belng B
| tried for the murder of two young co-eds_.’y One of them had been Becky'e
) sorority si_Ster. 'l‘heY ;Wa-ntféd to remove‘her'from the.‘s‘cene." I di:dr.l‘t.q\iite.

get the ee‘querlce of events. ’Sometime ‘durirlg that pervied,»» Becky a.nd“yeung_
David éhu.lman, n'tedical» student in his senior .year, had 'g.on’e to Las Vegas
for two days, had been married, .and it had tal.cen’ her several weeks‘ to“tell |
. 'the‘fam il‘y. 'Birge said, _“vShe's been trying.!" Bless him. |
| 4' On Friday ehe had told them; arid now he s‘aid""m‘ they wer'eba.elc in :
- Las Vegas, he thought, 'flor the rest »of that h‘eneymo.eh_.'", and‘then 'would
R take an apartmerlt.' The yotmgvnﬁan- would tinlsh pre'-med in June',. and therl
w _. _there ﬂ.vt)uld be the years ahead 0fMed1calSchool1nHouston | |
We - never got to talk to Luc1a. Birge s.aid she was atva neiahbore. In .' 5. . \.

y all my a.cquamtance, I never saw a young g1rl that led a more sheltered. .
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- supervised, loved life.. And in spite of the dire predictions that some of
" us had made, that she was tied too much to the parents apron strings, she

~ had been éqm'pletely snbmissive, charming, nofmal, and successful for -

-

22 years. - A total triumph for he# way of raising her. And then off she

.goes to Las Vegas to bget married,-“ he biggést ‘g‘amble is pa.réntho’dd. .

It had heen a great day in the papers for ,bea.utifica.tiori. : 'I‘he Post'had‘,
had a story on the landscapmg students, the Arbonté‘um, and archltect‘

sketch of the downtown portlon of F Street demonstranon pro_]ect. And a.

mll—page layout of Brookastor, creatmg parks W1thout 'Keep off the Grass' o
B S1gns. - I am very grateful to Ka.y for prov1d1ng that most preﬁc:tous

' 1n'gred1ent to our pro_}ect - word to the pubhc that it's gomg on.

And Luc1, who never lacks for understand1ng of the press. It ha.d a'. .

= WOnderful art1c1e, Isabelle Shelton s, about Lum and Pat seekmg srnall
apartment. . Friends sure Luci will a.djust.} Young couple shops undisturbed;

. L8 Lo . .
%ome first for Luci, until June. Just what I like to see written.

BREREAEEE




