M

to analyse people. Her analysm was that Becky thought the parental oppos1t10n g
' was more than she could face and overcome. _She'd never marry him if. o
" _ ,she, didn!t.mar;y..him. that way.-;‘w And'so, after 22 &ears of weak submiseive~hees :

‘she went off on a weekend to Las Vegas and married. .
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It was a day chiefly memorable because of pain, The sort that happens

 in the life of every public of_ficiai, I sﬁppose.'. But it began pleasantly.’

We had gone to bed at two, and Lyndon was awake about 7:30, I TR

" tottered, half asleep, v into my room, fel_l into my bed, and was delicioueiy :

asleeo until a little past ten.
- And then up for desk work with Bess. ' And to the third floor to find

Lu01 and tell her the b1g news about Becky s weddmg. Luci'is very apt

© b AT WA i € b

 We had 1un.ch;_"‘_and talked about the lists -1 have a éi;eat envelope of
them, ‘The };oﬁs;; fﬁié' éen'ate‘,i‘the Coﬁrt, the Depa'rtr»nents‘ - Iumust oortc'oct
a far-ni'ly?_-‘ liet,. the Christmas "present list - bi'ggest o‘f‘all, -the iﬁaugufai' list.
Luci nads_t provide me the N_CS catalogue and the %‘y&catalogue and her .i
ehecbki‘ng:‘sv in therh . ~And the_n we must s‘.im.ply comb 'our men_no‘ry,» fctr friends . -
of‘the.eam'paig.n trail', orlSton'ewalll, or East_Texas.' | |

The afternoon I spent on de‘sk work a.n.d fecordi»ng.' Lyndon came ove'i" o

for'lunch;'about 330, and then lay down for a nap; o |

"Tony is in town, and I had aSked him to jbin me for bOWIing and swinhming.

1had three, fast gamee of bowling. My games gettxng pretty good - often 150

. though somet1mes 1t's st1ll in the 90'8. We met at the pool and had a dr1nk

while I d1d 20 laps and we talked about weddmg and about lqnfolks, and the
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fed1tor1als, expressmns of pubhc op1mon, that the good he d1d Qf'the - '
g pleasure he der1ved from it, was‘ over balanced by the harr‘n to the SRR
Adm inistration,f to the President‘ - What a raw, ugly, unfair thing to have o

' to do. Ifelt like Ihad a stomach full of wormss.

-‘I remmded h1m of what he had told me on the phone, that 1f we thought
' he should.n't go on vsath thls, that 1f it was embarassmg, or hurtful he o
’ would bow out. I brought out a sheaf of the stor1es and showed them to h1m.

. He read ‘the‘first _one'and tossed the lot over _on their face, not to_uching'the Lo -,;"?

S they could sell thelr handlcrafts,%w/les, or shekels or francs, as well as o
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' wild flowers of the Holy Land.

1 knew what lay ahead of me and dreaded it. I must tell him ‘that his

work for AID brought S0 many cruel ugly, pamful newspa.per storles, R | S

: W'hen we were seated up in the WeSt Hall - with a drink in kxx hand§ ‘

rernainder.,_ Al :rny.days with him, these last 15 or so'_ye‘ars',-' afte"r‘,_fl_‘ : F
' suppose, we reached middle ag-e, have been such good days._ There"s. -

» nobody I reall;} enjoy more, and now I felt like‘an‘ executioner.. : He had

l' en_)oyed thrs work and had the rare quahflcatmns of be1ng an’ 1rnporter of

: handlcrafts for more than 30 years, and for h1s work in Latm Amer1ca. an -

1n.f1n1te knOWIedge of the language and the people. A rare simpatico relation L

: w1th them, »added up to maklng h1m an extraord1nary qualified pe.r'son for
- the work He had plans for Jordan - thought they ought to have a bazaar ‘

- ' patterned after the one in L1sb0n, Portugal whmh he thlnks is great - where

dollars and hopefully put them 1n a stronger pos1t1on to get along wrth ouf
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aid from us.

~ About that time, and it was nearly 10 o'clock, Liyndon éamg upstairé.

We went ir*o dinner. He was shor.t, and swift, and brutai, in his’ expreséion'

\aas

. of what he felt about it, "'They'll ho,und'\as' long as. you are 1n goverhme;nt._ '

' No need to draw it out or make it slow.'" Tony had said he felt re.li'eved.’

I felt sick. He would stay a couple days longer,mjake his report on J’ordan, '.
tell them his health would not permit him to continue in the work, and bow
out. :

And so, this ié_ one fo f the things that comes to all vpe'ople‘ in public :

life,: I ‘supéose;"-‘""‘. 'Having ‘to h'urt:‘sor'neohe’ dear to*ydu, for_a»'completely' e

unfair reason. Tony looked at me rather wryly - his humor never leaves '

him - and said, '""What about fair emplqyfhent opportunities ? Does 'tha.t‘

- apply to mez. " Not in this ins tance, my friend,

And so to bed for me, and for Lyndon, the thick manila énvelope’s_,

full of papers, each requiring a decision. ,

-
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