
- - - - - - - - - - I . .  . . T I V I "  ■ '  '  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - — - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - — - - - - - - - - - l , . . l I . ! ■  '

MEMORANDUM

T H E  W H IT E  H OU SE g ;
W A S H I N G T O N

Sunday, M a rc h  7, 1966 P ag e  1

I t w as a  day  ch ie fly  m e m o ra b le  b e c a u se  of p a in . The s o r t  th a t hap p en s 

in  the life  of e v e ry  pub lic  o ffic ia l, I su p p o se . B ut i t  beg an  p le a s a n tly .

We h ad  gone to b ed  a t  two, and Lyndon w as aw ake abou t 7 :30 . I I

to t te re d , h a lf  a s le e p , in to  m y  ro o m , fe ll  in to  m y  bed , and  w as d e lic io u s ly  

a s le e p  u n til  a  l i t t le  p a s t  ten . '

A nd then  up fo r  d e sk  w o rk  w ith  B e s s . And to the th ird  f lo o r  to find  

L u c i and  te l l  h e r  the big  new s about B e c k y 's  w edding . L u c i i s  v e ry  ap t 

to a n a ly se  p eo p le . H er a n a ly s is  w as th a t B ecky thought the p a re n ta l  o p p o s itio n  ; 

w as m o re  than  she co u ld  fa c e , a nd o v e rc o m e . S he 'd  n e v e r  m a r r y  h im  i f   j

she d id n ' t m a r r y  h im  th a t w ay. A nd so , a f te r  22 y e a r s  of w eak  s u b m is s iv e n e s s   

f   
she  w ent off on a  w eekend  to L as  V egas and  m a r r i e d ! ’ ;

We h ad  lu n ch , an d  ta lk ed  abou t the l i s t s  -  I have a  g re a t  envelope o f |

th em . T he H o u se , the S enate , the C o u rt, the D e p a rtm e n ts  - I  m u s t  co n co c t 

a  fa m ily  l i s t ,  the  C h r is tm a s  p re s e n t  l i s t  - b ig g e s t of a ll ,  the in a u g u ra l  l i s t .

L u c i m u s t p ro v id e  m e the NCS ca ta lo g u e  and the Mystic ca ta lo g u e  and h e r  

ch eck in g s  in  them  . And then  we m u s t s im p ly  com b o u r m e m o ry , fo r  f r ie n d s  

of the cam p a ig n  t r a i l ,  o r  S tonew all, o r  E a s t  T e x a s .

T he a f te rn o o n  I sp en t on d e sk  w o rk  and  re c o rd in g . Lyndon cam e o v e r  

fo r  lu n ch  ab o u t 3:30, and  then la y  down fo r  a  nap .

Tony is  in  town, and I had  a sk e d  h im  to jo in  m e fo r  bow ling an d  sw im m in g .

I  h a d  th re e  f a s t  g a m e s  of bow ling . My g am es g e tting  p re t ty  good - o ften  150, 

though so m e tim e s  i t 's  s t i l l  in  the 9 0 's .  We m e t a t  the pool and  had  a d r in k , 

w h ile  I  d id  20 la p s  and we ta lk ed  abou t w edding and  abou t k in fo lk s , and  the
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w ild  f lo w e rs  of the H oly L and.

I knew  w hat lay  a h e ad  of m e and  d re a d e d  i t .  I m u s t te l l  h im  th a t h is  

w o rk  fo r  AID b ro u g h t so m any  c ru e l,  ug ly , pain fu l n ew sp ap e r s to r ie s ,  

e d i to r ia l s ,  e x p re s s io n s  of public  opin ion , th a t the good he did , o r  the 

p le a s u re  he  d e r iv e d  fro m  it ,  w as o v er b a la n c ed  by the h a rm  to the  

A d m in is tr a t io n , to  the  P re s id e n t .  W hat a raw , ug ly , u n fa ir  th ing  to h av e  

to do. I fe l t  lik e  I  h ad  a  s to m ach  fu ll of w o rm s .
o u r ' ■

When we w e re  s e a te d  up in  the W est H all, w ith  a  d r in k  in  o u r  h an d s

I  re m in d e d  h im  of wh a t  he h ad  to ld  m e on the phone, th a t if  we thought 

h e  sh o u ld n 't  go on w ith  th is ,  th a t i f  i t  w as em b arrassin g , o r  h u r tfu l ,  he  ; _ 

w ould  bow out. I  b ro u g h t out a  sh e a f  of the s to r ie s  and show ed them  to h im .

He r e a d  the f i r s t  one and to s s e d  the lo t o v er on th e ir  fa c e , n o t touch ing  the 

r e m a in d e r .  A ll m y  days w ith  h im , th e se  l a s t  15 o r  so y e a r s ,  a f te r ,  I  

su p p o se , we re a c h e d  m id d le  ag e , have b een  su ch  good d a y s . T h e re ’s 

nobody I  r e a l ly  en joy  m o re , and  now I fe lt  lik e  an  e x e c u tio n e r . He had  

e n jo y ed  th is  w o rk  and  had  the r a r e  q u a lif ic a tio n s  of being  an  im p o r te r  of 

h a n d ic ra f ts  fo r  m o re  th an  30 y e a r s ,  and  fo r  h is  w o rk  in  L a tin  A m e r ic a , an  

in fin ite  know ledge of the language and  the peop le . A r a r e  s im p a tic o  r e la t io n  

w ith  th em , ad d ed  up to m ak ing  h im  an  e x tra o rd in a ry  q u a lifie d  p e r s o n  fo r  

the w o rk . He had  p lans fo r J o rd a n  - thought they  ought to h av e  a b a z a a r  

p a t te rn e d  a f te r  the one in  L isb o n , P o r tu g a l, w hich  he th inks i s  g r e a t  -  w h e re   ̂

they  cou ld  s e ll  th e ir  h a n d ic ra f ts ,  for ru b le s ,  o r  sh e k e ls  o r  f r a n c s ,  a s  w e ll a s  : ■

d o l la r s ;  an d  h o p efu lly  pu t them  in  a  s tro n g e r  p o s itio n  to get a long  w ith o u t
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A bout th a t tim e , and  i t  w as n e a r ly  10 o 'c lo c k , Lyndon cam e u p s ta i r s .

W e w en t in to d in n e r . He w as s h o r t ,  an d  sw ift, and  b ru ta l,  in  h is  e x p re s s io n

of w hat he fe lt  ab o u t i t .  " T h e y 'l l  hound a s  long a s  you a r e  in  g o v e rn m e n t. 

No n e e d  to d raw  i t  out o r  m ak e  i t  s low ."  Tony had  s a id  he fe l t  r e l ie v e d .

I  f e l t  s ic k . He w ould s ta y  a  couple days lo n g e r , m ake h is  r e p o r t  on Jo rd a n , 

te l l  them  h is  h e a lth  w ould no t p e rm it  h im  to continue in  the w o rk , and  bow 

out.

A nd so , th is  is  one o f  the th ings th a t co m es to a l l  p eo p le  in  p u b lic  

l ife , I s u p p o s e ;" H aving to h u r t  som eone d e a r  to  you, fo r  a  c o m p le te ly  

u n fa ir  r e a s o n . Tony looked  a t  m e r a th e r  w ry ly  - h is  h u m o r n e v e r  le a v e s  

h im  - and  s a id , "W h a t abou t f a i r  em p lo y m en t o p p o r tu n itie s ?  D oes th a t

■
ap p ly  to m e ? " Not in  th is  in s ta n c e , m y  fr ie n d .

A nd so to b ed  fo r  m e , and  fo r  Lyndon, the th ick  m a n ila  e n v e lo p e s , 

fu ll  of p a p e rs ,  e ac h  re q u ir in g  a  d e c is io n .

ri
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