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I had coffee and Julce w1th Lyndon about 8:30, but these days I feel -
like I'm part of a staff meetlng
Jake, Jack Valentl, Marvm "Wa:tSOn, Bob Flemmg, and sw1ft1y in a.nd

-out, Bill Moyers. They come 1nto his room when he flrst wakes up, and’

- while he drinks cup after cup of tea, give reports 'to him‘, asks decisions,

analy_ze.,the business of his day. Yesterday’s disasters and triumphs; and .

the appointments for the day. It is a morning pattern of intense mental

' stra»in,'totally unrelated to any luxurious idea of breakfast in bed.

'.”'Andylvawait rny time to get a word in edgeways.

Today was. Spamsh, .80 I walked out early and on the wa.y, encountered-"

L1z, j-a-e-e-a-s fresh from the Big Ben)?:ountry, where she'd spent four days.

Her thumbna1l descnptmn -"It‘s not Marleboro Country - it's rolL.your own.

country "I thmk Bull %urham country mlght f1t it. She said, "Folks Out -

there drive 7»5 miles to the super market. 1 tell you, ‘the Lord just overbuilt, .-

Just enough to whet my appetlte for hearlng all about 1t.
And I dashed off to Spamsh where amazingly enough I am one of the

most fa1thful of those Who a.ttend. June White, Ann Celebrezze, Grace Dodd
o Stc(»..’s .

-Ab1ga1l McCarthy, Bethe_ne Church, and Mercedes Douglass ]Eié‘e's, at who;e

house we meet. Also I am the least prepared I had stud1ed 15 mmute_s"

and it showed., But it's too m_uch fun to quit, and I always -plan to study harder .

next time,

It was a day of doing ,things I wante:d_ to, afte'r ,threev'days of de sk work, o .'
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horse -r'aces&

.Shoreham, and Rosemary is cooking again) 'gée says,"}ust like,a. bride
De11c1ous lunch, Talmadge ham, w1th a poached egg w1th some Hollonda1se P
‘ ’sauce on top, and a white wme, and then a dessert ma.de by Betty - strawberry

" meringue. How neighborly, _howgouthern - for one of the guests‘ t'o bring =
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standing to get innumerable hems pinned up, about 18 dresses in two 'day.s,'-

~and an infinitude of household chores. And s0, after Spanish, I went to _

v ‘Rosemary Sma_ther's apartment, to have lunch with her and Betty Talmadge, . :

and Louella Dirksen, and play bridge. Bids are wilder than going to the '

.

This is the th1rd or fourth house that I've known Rosemary in, now

that her bOys are gone. It's a small, attractive apartment, - high up in the o
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in the dessert. -
'- And then we settled down for bridge. They're pretty regular and quite

excellent players.._ I am neither, but one who enjoys it. My hands were

so consistently bad,/fhat I was determined to piay again soon, with them,

: to show I really could play.

In between, there were snatches of convei'sation, -about the wedding in

: Betty Talmadge s famlly Betty, who is much to"actwe and eff1c:.ent/‘t€have

a taste for the 1nf1n1te detallsjéat some women en_]oy in selecting clothes, .-

asked by her prospective daughteréin-law and her mother‘, to accompany them

- to dec1de on the br1desma1ds dresses, and the brides dress. _ After spenchng

B B countless hours/n the br1dal shop, with the young la.dy and her mother, Mrs.l-;:::,ff'

Welch d1scussmg every tuck and gusset, and fabnc, and shade of co}.or, L u




rather, in Wthh they spend a great many weeks of the year, and TZXE be1ng |
- snowed in for three daYS/durmg the b1g storm thlS w1nter,/gu/t in the1r '
’ _country‘p}ace.'¢>_"I“he1>j_‘emwae a p_hgne, :a_nd.elect_ricity, ,but there was the white .

- wilderness insulating them from the world, for three whole days.

for their radio public service spots on beautiﬁ.catiOn, ‘a generous gift on
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Betty 'eme rged;exhausted.' '.I‘heo'ther ladiesA had, apparently, loved e'very -

moment, and as they approached the entrance, ‘there was the manager. ;

\/i r. R1ch, whom Betty knew. Her 1ntroduction went as follows. CYMr. Rich. |

‘this is Mrs. ‘Rich. nto

I'm Sure I sha.ll understand this much more sympathetlcally, som ewhere
oetween now and August bth.

And Louella Dirksen told us tha.t their house in Florida, 'a.partrnent

of

om0 T
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'. Badk at the White House, 1 did some'r'ecordings for Storer Broadca'sting,v o

,.,.u.
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thelr part, but far from sterhng quahty work on mine, I’m afra.ld Nobody

' Secendnm,’
ma,de me do my best as Johdd secomdary did.

‘ And then I went down to the Green Room, where Joe Frantz, whds¢ had |

“a long love affair with the Big Ben;‘country', met with me and Lia;jb/esidg .

~ - the fire,‘ with a scotch, to discuss our trip’. The old folk tales ‘of Jeffers'on

Davis and the camel tra1ns/t{at were to haul the Army suoplies across the -
I:O-a.n(:‘l '

~desert country, the fg&zles that can be found a three toed horse 50 many

m111_10ns of years old"I'm ’a.frald to say. The absolute miles of mountains and -

Awildernﬂe‘ss in which it is quite po_sisihle to get lost and die before youire.. .f_ou‘nd._k L

. And the Rio Grande, blue green at this time of year, Liz said, but so shallow




very. famﬂy a:ﬁfxxx fa.re of stuffed peppers and cornbread.
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in some places that as you ride the river raft, you can feel the pebbles
underneath you just like you were on a Stauffer coxich'. :
It was an interes'ting and intriguing hour, and then I went bowling. "My

fbu_rth time this week. My scores have varied from 150 odd to the upper

 90's, but they're consietently_ getting better.

There was a brief time ﬁpstairs for a 1itt1e recording and then to .

g:l‘ca.ll 'my negiected h0usegﬁests) - Jim a.nd Ida Ma!r C'a.:msand Oveta Hobby, '
" to join me for a drmk in the west hall. They re here to be brlefed tomorrow ; .’
g-‘—fonthevleave for V1et-Nam on Sa.turdaY.. Wei sPent rpore than't.wo hours
together, Jmn and Ida May talked about bird watchmg 1n the B1g Berc‘country,
" the commg weddmg in their fanﬁly and the pest one.' And Oveta. descnbed
to me.}a{ exqu131te Waterford chandeller Wthh she would hke to glve to the‘ B

‘White ‘House. I shall go looking from room to room_,‘ for the Just rJ.ght |

7 place.

- They were both eagerland excited about their trip and both with arms °
distended from six shots.

.Ab'out 10 o'clock, Ibegan phoniﬁg Lyndon's office, hdping to get him -

‘. over to'jc‘uf.n us, He'd had a murderous day, meéti'ng with the Leadefship

in the jY_ellow Oval rbom, that had lasted for several hours. I had met him

after eight, going back to his office, and I think they had'begun at five

upstairs.

It wa.s ten mlnutes of eleven when he arr1ved and we sat d0wn for a
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~to be in thls bunch of cutthroats. ',' -
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Oveta is one of those rare women, who is pohshed by the years, ‘not

defeated by them; and Ida May one of those thoroughly happy.women who

knows she is 'loved.and has done well,

It was a pleasant evening, though how L;lrndon could have open_ed o

" his mouth after th.e‘ day he's iivedfhrough,‘ I don't know, But he "g"a.ve'_us

‘a fascinating thumbnail sketch of it. Problems of the Guatemala election, 1

the turmoil in the Dominican Republic, it's like a string of firecrackers;

a.lwa.ys another one 'going off; De Ganlle‘s ultimatnms; and the tightrope |

‘ Wils’on walks. In the course of 1t, he says, "Dean Rusk is too good a man

T e

- We talked about Soapy Williams successor., It woulii_be hard to believe .
se\}en:_or;eight years ago, thatwe would_'hé.\'re ybreco'me' so sympatico with : .

' Soapy Williams, that his de‘part'nre'woul'd be a real loss.

‘And then Lyndon‘ told the‘ long story of one of the few time s he has'been

roundly defeated in politics - by Albert}‘i‘hofna.s, it was, He se,id, nAlbert

Thomas is more responsible than any man, except Lee Oswald, for me being

President of the United States.” It happer‘ied in late 1940, . after Lyndon, in

.. one of the blggest bursts of effort in his life,, and at Pre51dent Roosevelt'

that worked xf=x

- request, handled the offlce/for reelecting Democratlc Congressmen and

v Senators. It had been a great success; he had done the job; he 'was a he-ro

with all the ones i:hat got elected, or the ne'\';vly\‘elec.ted Democ:fatsi. "As a .

result, he wa.s successful 1n gettmg a second pla.ce on the Appropna.txons

Commltteej/tab!gd for a Texan. He 1n|:°nded to try for it, thought that he
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had all the backing. Thought that it was sure that he could ‘get it, and ,'
then Albert Thorna.s dec1ded that he wa.nted it. Lyndorl had met nlore than
 his ma.tcb. Lyndon did not get the Appropr1at1onb Cbmfnitbee bseatz, becau;.se " i
Albert had twb or thl‘ee months serl10r1ty, hav1ng been swo:-n*:m in early
January of 3:7 and Lyndon was sworn in shortly a.fter April IOth - a.nd that
changgd the course pf his life..v He could not go on to a more strategic
spot in the House of Reprevsenté.tives; he 'would run ln thé Senate,' so from
then on he was headed for the Seﬁate, .and othérA destinétions fqllowéa irll‘

. o A B we

-~-iI--s'imp1'y cannot keep up wlth him, physically, and a little aiter twelve_ R

I said go'odnight. He was going to escort the g'uestsv to their rooms and

talk a little longer.

B S e

Ihad a bit of a massage,A 1t was obe. o! clocl( and I felt sleepy énough |
to turn out the 11ght. |

One of the bits of work I had done‘ dur1ng the day, a long talk mth
w a.ltef Washmgton a.bOut the Beauuflcatmn plans. The District of Colulnbié..’ |
.and I know he must be a dr1v;1ng force in hav1ng brbught it about, is go1ng to .
rece1ve$480 000, Fedel'al grant, th1s next year.’ " The Department-of H1ghwa.y
and Tl;afﬁce W1ll plant street trees. And Washmgtob's Publlc ‘Schools will
landscape 22 schools; and the National Cabital Housihé Authoril:y 'will' do
lanliscaping in play aiéas anld patios m six pﬁblic housing ‘projec;ts.
. Arl‘ il’xté‘resl:lng comrri'en.ta'.'.ry bf"balll tbe t:i'bié.s' ln bhe country,/theflrst
.thre/e to gualify{ for sbmé of these bea;i;ti.fic.a,tlon funcl:_sv%b Ne'w‘Ha\‘r'eh‘ Qher{a

_M“*‘. ‘ ] . [ R . ’ L - : . S o . L e ‘I"V:Mi
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Rich{ard"Lee is Mayor;-"fhis should._ be a é'urpr‘ise‘ to no one, _ Pittsburgh,

~and the District of Columbia.
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