
• ■ ' ' ' ''v'

MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE L
W A S H I M O T O M

T h u r s d a y ,  M a r ch  10 , 1966 V>5 P a g e  1

I  h a d  co ffe e  and  ju ic e  w i th  L yndon  a b o u t  8 :30 , b u t  th e s e  d a y s  I  f e e l  

l ik e  I 'm  p a r t  o f  a  s ta f f  m e e t in g .

J a k e ,  J a c k  V a le n t i ,  M a rv in  W a ts o n ,  Bob F le m in g ,  an d  sw if t ly  in  a n d  '

ou t.  B i l l  M o y e r s .  T h e y  c o m e  in to  h i s  ro o m  w hen  he f i r s t  w a k e s  u p ,  a n d  

w h ile  h e  d r in k s  cup  a f t e r  cup  of te a ,  g ive  r e p o r t s  to h im ,  a s k s  d e c i s io n s ,  

a n a ly z e  the b u s in e s s  of h is  d ay .  Y e s te rd a y 's  d i s a s t e r s  an d  t r i u m p h s ,  a n d  

the  a p p o in tm e n ts  f o r  the  day . It  i s  a  m o r n in g  p a t t e r n  of in te n s e  m e n ta l  

s t r a i n ,  to t a l ly  u n r e l a t e d  to a n y  lu x u r io u s  id e a  of b r e a k f a s t  in  b e d .  \

A n d  I  a w a i t  m y  t im e  to g e t  a  w o r d  in  e d g e w a y s .  I
- T o d a y  w a s  S p a n ish ,  so  I  w a lk e d  out e a r l y  an d  on the way^ e n c o u n te re d - - -  ~ f  

L i z ,  ja&fre a  f r e s h  f r o m  the B ig  B end c o u n try ,  w h e re  s h e 'd  s p e n t  fo u r  d a y s .  :

H e r  th u m b n a i l  d e s c r i p t i o n  " I t ' s  n o t  M a r l b o r o  C o u n t ry  -  i t ’ s r o l l -y o u r-o w n  |

c o u n t r y ."  I  th in k  Bu l l  D u rh a m  c o u n t ry  m ig h t  f i t  i t .   She s a id ,  " F o lk s  o u t  

t h e r e  d r iv e  75 m i l e s  to the  s u p e r  m a r k e t .  I  t e l l  you, the  L o r d  j u s t  o v e r b u i l t . " • • 

J u s t  eno u g h  to  w h e t  m y  a p p e t i t e  f o r  h e a r in g  a l l  a b o u t  i t .

A nd  I  d a s h e d  off to S pan ish , w h e re  a m a z in g ly  enough , I  am  one of the

m o s t  f a i th fu l  o f  th o se  who a t te n d .  Ju n e  W hite ,  A nn C e l e b r e z z e ,  G r a c e  Dodd,
** i  , ^

A b ig a i l  M c C a r th y ,  B e th i ne C h u rc h ,  a n d  M e r c e d e s  D o u g la s s  E ich o ls ,  a t  w h o se

h o u s e  we m e e t .  A lso  I a m  the  l e a s t  p r e p a r e d .  I  h a d  s tu d ie d  15 m in u te s  

a n d  i t  sh o w ed .  B u t i t ' s  too  m u c h  fun  to qu it ,  and  I  a lw ay s  p la n  to s tu d y  h a r d e r  

n e x t  t im e .

I t  w a s  a  day  of do ing  th in g s  I  w a n te d  to, a f t e r  t h r e e  d ay s  of d e s k  w o rk .
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s ta n d in g  to g e t  in n u m e r a b le  h e m s  p in n e d  up , ab o u t 18 d r e s s e s  in  two d a y s ,  

a n d  a n  in f in i tu d e  of h o u s e h o ld  c h o r e s .  A nd so , a f t e r  S p an ish ,  I  w e n t  to  

R o s e m a r y  S m a t h e r ' s  a p a r t m e n t ,  to h a v e  lu n ch  w ith  h e r  a n d  B e t ty  T a lm a d g e ,  ' 

a n d  L o u e l la  D i r k s e n ,  a n d  p lay  b r id g e .  B id s  a r e  w i ld e r  th a n  g o in g  to the 

h o r s e  r a c e s .  ;

T h is  i s  the  t h i r d  o r  f o u r th  h o u s e  th a t  I 'v e  know n R o s e m a r y  in ,  now  . ..

th a t  h e r  b o y s  a r e  gone . I t ' s  a  s m a l l ,  a t t r a c t i v e  a p a r tm e n t ,  h ig h  u p  in  the  

S h o r e h a m ,  a n d  R o s e m a r y  is  co o k in g  a g a in  s h e s a y s ,  " jus t l ik e  a  b r i d e . " 1

D e l ic io u s  lu n c h ,  T a lm a d g e  h a m ,  w i th  a  p o a c h e d  egg w ith  s o m e  H o l lan d a i s e  

s a u c e  on top , a n d  a  w h i te  w in e ,  and  th e n  a  d e s s e r t  m a d e  b y  B e t ty  s t r a w b e r r y  

m e r i n g u e .  How n e ig h b o r ly ,  h o w  So u th e r n  - f o r  one of the g u e s t s  to b r in g  ' |
■ ■ . ' . . . ■ . . . . t  

in  the d e s s e r t .  !

A n d  th e n  w e s e t t l e d  down fo r  b r id g e .  T h e y ’r e  p r e t t y  r e g u l a r  a n d  q u i te  

e x c e l l e n t  p l a y e r s .  I  a m  n e i th e r ,  bu t one who e n jo y s  i t .  M y h a n d s  w e r e  

s o  c o n s i s t e n t ly  b a d ,  t h a t  I  w a s  determ ined  to p la y  a g a in  s o o n ,  w i th  th e m ,  

to show  I  r e a l l y  c o u ld  p la y .

In  b e tw e e n ,  t h e r e  w e r e  s n a tc h e s  of c o n v e r s a t io n ,  a b o u t  the  w ed d in g  in  

B e t ty  T a l m a d g e 's  f a m i ly .  B e t ty ,  w ho i s  m u c h  too ̂ a c t iv e  a n d  e f f i c i e n t /  to  h a v e  

a  t a s t e  f o r  th e  in f in i te  d e ta i l s  that s o m e  w o m e n  en jo y  in  s e le c t in g  c lo th e s ,  

a s k e d  b y  h e r  p r o s p e c t iv e  d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w  an d  h e r  m o th e r ,  to  a c c o m p a n y  th e m  

to  d e c id e  on the  b r i d e s m a i d s  d r e s s e s ,  a n d  the b r i d e s  d r e s s .  A f t e r  sp e n d in g  

c o u n t l e s s  h o u r s  / i n  the  b r i d a l  sh o p , w ith  the, young la d y  an d  h e r  m o t h e r ,  M r s . /  

W e lc h ,  d i s c u s s i n g  e v e r y  tu c k  a n d  g u s s e t ,  and  f a b r i c ,  a n d  s h a d e  o f c o lo r .
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B e t ty  e m e r g e d  e x h a u s te d .  T he  o th e r  l a d i e s  h a d ,  a p p a r e n t ly ,  lo v e d  e v e r y

m o m e n t ,  a n d  a s  th e y  a p p r o a c h e d  the  e n t r a n c e ,  t h e r e  w a s  the  m a n a g e r ,

M r .  R ic h ,  w hom  B e t ty  knew . H e r  in t r o d u c t io n  w e n t  a s  fo l lo w s ,  ' " M r .  R ic h ,  

th is  i s  M r s .  R i c h . ”

I 'm  s u r e  I  s h a l l  u n d e r s t a n d  th is  m u c h  m o r e  s y m p a th e t i c a l ly ,  s o m e w h e r e  

b e tw e e n  now  a n d  A u g u s t  6th.

A nd L o u e l l a  D i r k s e n  to ld  u s  th a t  t h e i r  h o u s e  in  F l o r i d a ,  a p a r t m e n t

" !' . of
r a t h e r ,  in  w h ic h  th e y  s p e n d  a  g r e a t  m a n y  w e e k s  of th e  y e a r ,  a n d  o f  b e in g  i

sn o w e d  in  f o r  t h r e e  d a y s  d u r i n g  the s to r m  th is  w i n t e r  o u t in  t h e i r

c o u n t r y  p l a c e .  T h e r e  w as a  phone , a n d  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  the  w h ite

w i l d e r n e s s  in s u la t in g  th em  f r o m  the w orld* for t h r e e  w ho le  d a y s !

B a c k  a t  the W hite  H o u se ,  I d id  s o m e  r e c o r d in g s  fo r  S t o r e r  B r o a d c a s t i n g ,

f o r  t h e i r  r a d io  p u b l ic  s e r v ic e  sp o ts  on b e a u t i f ic a t io n ,  a  g e n e r o u s  g if t  on  '

t h e i r  p a r t ,  bu t f a r  f r o m  s t e r l i n g  q u a l i ty  w o rk  on m in e .  I 'm  a f r a i d .  N obody

m a d e  m e do m y  b e s t  a s  J o h n  Secon d a r i  d i d .

A nd  th e n  I  w e n t  down to the  G r e e n  R o o m , w h e re  Jo e  F r a n t z ,  who' s^ h a d

a  lo n g  lo v e  a f f a i r  w ith  the  B ig  Bend c o u n try ,  m e t  w ith  m e  a n d  Liz b e s id e

the  f i r e ,  w i th  a  s c o tc h ,  to d i s c u s s  o u r  t r i p .  T he  o ld  fo lk  ta l e s  o f  J e f f e r s o n

D a v is  a n d  the  c a m e l  t r a i n s  t h a t  w e r e  to h a u l  the A r m y  s u p p l ie s  a c r o s s  the

d e s e r t  c o u n try ;  the  fo s s i l s  th a t  c a n  be  found; a  th r e e  to ed  h o r s e  so  m a n y

m i l l i o n s  of y e a r s  o ld  I 'm  a f ra i d  to s a y .  T h e  a b s o lu te  m i l e s  of m o u n ta in s  an d

w i l d e r n e s s  in  w h ic h  i t  i s  q u i te  p o s s ib le  to g e t  lo s t  a n d  die  b e f o r e  y o u ' r e  fou n d .

A nd  the  R io  G ra n d e ,  b lu e  g r e e n  a t  th is  t im e  of y e a r ,  L iz  s a id ,  b u t  so  s h a l lo w

MEMORANDUM
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in  s o m e  p l a c e s  th a t  a s  you r id e  the  r i v e r  r a f t ,  you c a n  f e e l  the  p e b b le s  

u n d e r n e a th  you j u s t  l ik e  you w e r e  on a  S tau ffe r  couch !

I t  w a s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  in t r ig u in g  h o u r ,  and  th en  I  w e n t  b o w lin g .  My 

f o u r th  t im e  th is  w e e k .  My s c o r e s  h a v e  v a r i e d  f r o m  150 odd to  the  u p p e r  

90 ' s ,  b u t  t h e y ' r e  c o n s i s t e n t ly  g e tt in g  b e t t e r .

T h e r e  w a s  a  b r i e f  t im e  u p s t a i r s  f o r  a  l i t t l e  r e c o r d in g  a n d  th e n  to 

c a l l  m y  n e g le c te d  h o u s e g u e s t s ,  J im  a n d  Ida  M ay   Ca in e  a n d  O v e ta  H obby, 

to  jo in  m e  f o r  a  d r in k  in  the  w e s t  h a l l .  T h e y ' r e  h e r e  to b e  b r i e f e d  to m o r r o w  

"b e f o re they l e a v e  fo r  V ie t  N a m  on S a tu rd a y .  We s p e n t  m o r e  th an  two h o u r s

to g e th e r ,  J im  a n d  Ida  M ay  ta lk e d  a b o u t  b i r d  w a tch in g  in  the  B ig  B e nd c o u n t ry ;  ; 

the  c o m in g  w edd ing  in  t h e i r  f a m i ly  a n d  the p a s t  o n e .  A nd O v e ta  d e s c r i b e d  

to m e  a n  e x q u is i t e  W a te r f o r d  c h a n d e l i e r  w h ic h  she  w ou ld  l ik e  to  g ive  to  the  

W hite  H o u se .  I  s h a l l  go lo o k in g  f r o m  ro o m  to ro o m ,  f o r  the  j u s t  r i g h t  

p la c e !

T h e y  w e r e  b o th  e a g e r  a n d  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  t h e i r  t r i p  a n d  b o th  w i th  a r m s  

d i s te n d e d  f r o m  s ix  s h o ts .

A b o u t 10 o 'c lo c k ,  I  b e g a n  phon ing  L y n d o n 's  o ff ice ,  h o p in g  to  g e t  h im  

• o v e r  to  jo in  u s .  H e ’d h a d  a  m u r d e r o u s  day, m e e t in g  w i th  the  L e a d e r s h i p  

in  the  Y e llo w  O va l ro o m ,  th a t  h a d  l a s t e d  fo r  s e v e r a l  h o u r s .  I  h a d  m e t  h im  

a f t e r  e ig h t ,  go ing  b a c k  to h i s  o ff ice ,  a n d  I  th ink  they  h a d  b e g u n  a t  f iv e  

u p s t a i r s .

I t  w a s  te n  m in u te s  of e le v e n  w h en  h e  a r r i v e d ,  and  w e s a t  dow n f o r  a  

v e r y  f a m i ly   f a r e  of s tu f fe d  p e p p e r s  a n d  c o r n b r e a d .
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O v e ta  i s  one  of th o s e  r a r e  w o m e n ,  w ho i s  p o l i s h e d  b y  the y e a r s ,  no t

d e f e a te d  b y  th e m ; an d  Id a  M ay one of th o se  th o ro u g h ly  h a p p y  w o m e n  who

k now s s h e  i s  lo v e d  a n d  h a s  done w e l l .

I t  w a s  a  p l e a s a n t  ev en in g ,  though  how L y n d o n  c o u ld  h a v e  o p e n e d

h i s  m o u th  a f t e r  the  d ay  h e ' s  l iv e d  th ro u g h ,  I  d o n ' t  know . B u t he gave u s

a  f a s c in a t in g  th u m b n a i l  s k e tc h  of i t .  P r o b l e m s  of the  G u a te m a la  e l e c t io n ,  

the  t u r m o i l  in  the D o m in ic a n  R e p u b l ic ,  i t ’ s l ik e  a  s t r in g  of f i r e c r a c k e r s ;

a lw a y s  a n o th e r  one go ing  off; D e G a u l l e ' s  u l t im a tu m s ;  and  the t ig h t r o p e

W ils o n  w a lk s .  In  the  c o u r s e  of i t ,  h e  s a y s ,  "D ea n  R u s k  i s  too good  a  m a n

to  b e  in  th is  b u n c h  of c u t th r o a t s . "  ^

We ta lk e d  a b o u t  Soapy W il l ia m s  s u c c e s s o r .  I t  w ou ld  b e  h a r d  to  b e l i e v e  ’ (

s e v e n  o r  e ig h t  y e a r s  ago , th a t  we w ould  h av e  b e c o m e  so  s y m p a t ic o  w i th

Soapy W i l l i a m s ,  th a t  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  w ould  be  a  r e a l  l o s s .

And th e n  L yndon  to ld  the long  s t o r y  of one o f  the  few  t im e s  h e  h a s  b e e n

r o u n d ly  d e f e a te d  in  p o l i t i c s  - b y  A lb e r t  Th o m a s ,  i t  w a s .  He s a id ,  " A l b e r t

T h o m a s  i s  m o r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  than  an y  m a n ,  e x c e p t  L e e  O sw a ld ,  f o r  m e  b e in g

P r e s i d e n t  of the  U n ite d  S ta te s ."   I t  h a p p e n e d  in  l a te  1940, a f t e r  L y n d o n , in

one o f the  b ig g e s t  b u r s t s  of e f fo r t  in  h i s  l i f e ,  an d  a t  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t ’s
aEsax

r e q u e s t ,  h a n d le d  the  o ff ice  that worked fo r  r e e l e c t in g  D e m o c r a t i c  C o n g r e s s m e n  a n d  

S e n a to r s .   I t  h a d  b e e n  a  g r e a t  s u c c e s s ;  he  h ad  done the  jo b ;  h e  w a s  a  h e r o  • 

w i th  a l l  the  o n e s  th a t  go t e le c te d ,  o r  the  n ew ly  e l e c te d  D e m o c r a t s .  A s  a  

r e s u l t ,  h e  w as  s u c c e s s f u l  in  g e t t in g  a  s e c o n d  p la c e  on the  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  

C o m m i t t e e  t a b b e d  f o r  a  T e x a n .  He in te n d e d  to t r y  fo r  i t ,  th o u g h t  th a t  h e

■
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h a d  a l l  the  b a c k in g .  T h o u g h t  th a t  i t  w a s  s u r e  th a t  h e  c o u ld  g e t  i t ,  and  

th e n  A lb e r t  T h o m a s  d e c id e d  th a t  h e  w a n te d  i t .   L yndon  h a d  m e t  m o r e  than  

h is  m a tc h .   L y n d o n  d id  no t g e t  the  A p p r o p r i a t io n s  C o m m it te e  s e a t ,  b e c a u s e  

A l b e r t  h a d  two o r  t h r e e  m o n th s  s e n io r i t y ,  h a v in g  b e e n  s w o r n  in  in  e a r l y  

J a n u a r y  o f  '37 a n d  L yndon  w a s  s w o r n  in  s h o r t ly  a f t e r  A p r i l  10 th  - a n d  th a t  

c h a n g e d  the  c o u r s e  of h i s  l i f e .  He c o u ld  no t go on to a  m o r e  s t r a t e g i c  

s p o t  in  the  H o u se  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  h e  w ou ld  r u n  in  the  S e n a te ,  so  f r o m  

th en  on he  w as  h e a d e d  f o r  the  S e n a te ,  a n d  o th e r  d e s t in a t io n s  fo l lo w e d  in  

l i n e .  ■

. I  s im p ly  c a n n o t  k eep  u p  w ith  h im ,  p h y s ic a l ly ,  a n d  a  l i t t l e  a f t e r  tw e lv e  

I  s a i d  g o o d n ig h t .  He w a s  going to e s c o r t  the  g u e s t s  to  t h e i r  r o o m s  a n d  

ta lk  a  l i t t l e  lo n g e r .

I  h a d  a  b i t  of a  m a s s a g e ,  i t  w a s  one o 'c lo c k ,  a n d  I f e l t  s l e e p y  enough  

to t u r n  ou t the  l ig h t .

One of the  b i t s  of w o r k  I  h a d  done d u r in g  the day , a  lo n g  t a lk  w ith  

W a l t e r  W a sh in g to n  a b o u t  the  B e a u t i f i c a t io n  p la n s .  T he  D i s t r i c t  of C o lu m b ia ,  

a n d  I  know  h e  m u s t  b e  a  d r iv in g  f o r c e  in  h a v in g  b ro u g h t  i t  a b o u t ,  i s  go ing  to . 

r e c e i v e  $480,000. F e d e r a l  g r a n t ,  th is  n e x t  y e a r .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H ig h w ay  

a n d  T r a f f i c  w i l l  p la n t  s t r e e t  t r e e s .  A nd W a s h in g to n 's  P u b l i c  S ch o o ls  w i l l  

la n d s c a p e  22 s c h o o ls ;  and  the N a t io n a l  C a p i ta l  H o u s in g  A u th o r i t y  w i l l  do 

l a n d s c a p in g  in  p la y  a r e a s  a n d  p a t io s  in  s ix  p u b l ic  h o u s in g  p r o j e c t s .

A n  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o m m e n ta r y  of a l l  the  c i t i e s  in  the  c o u n t r y  t h e  f i r s t  

t h r e e  to q u a l i fy  f o r  so m e  of th e s e  b e a u t i f i c a t io n  fu n d s  ^w e r e N ew  H a v en  w h e r e

i i



MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  10, 1966 P a g e  7

R i c h a r d  L e e  i s  M a y o r  -  T h is  sh o u ld  be  a  s u r p r i s e  to no o n e  _  P i t t s b u r g h ,  

a n d  the  D i s t r i c t  of C o lu m b ia .

# # # # # #


