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F rid ay , M arch 11, 1966 P a g e !  ' ]

It w as a good day of w ork and p lea su re , which began ea r ly . A ll the 

nights are  too short, these la s t  m onths. It seem s that Lyndon never gets  

m ore than five or s ix  hours of s lee p , I do not know how he a r is e s  to w ork i

so  hard .   A f t e r  laying down h is night reading at two, fin ish ed  or unfinished,

and awakening about 7 :30.

I had break fast with him about 8:30, in h is room , which is  rather lik e  

a convention  hall.

And then decided  to treat m y se lf  to a v is it  to the National A rt G a llery

with Ida May. She had plans to go - could I be ready in a few  m inutes?

I ign ored  duty and fee lin g  delightfu lly  truant, drove to the N ational, w here -

John W alker and C arter Brown w ere w aiting for us at the en tran ce. ' . !

The great co llec tio n  that Paul M ellon and M rs. M ellon B ru ce , have 5

len t for the 25th an n iversary  of the o ffic ia l dedication of the N ational G allery ,

are  m ore than 200 F rench  im p r e ss io n is ts . Probably th ere’s m ore  of them

under this roof to day t h a n  any place in  the w orld, even P a r is . One Cezanne

so ld  for $ 8 00 ,000  la s t  O ctober. They range from  Corot to P ic a s so , M onets,
charm ing

M anet, C ezannes, D egas, Boudin, I never saw  so m any charming ones .

T h ey're not open to the public yet. We went straight to the G allery , They  

w eren ' t  la b e led  so  I had a delightful tim e, seeing  i f  I could id en tify  them .

So I w alked up c lo se  and looked at the signatures -- and v ery  often I could.

S ecretly  I hoped that Johnny W alker and C arter Brown w ere  as im p r e sse d  

■as I w as! ’.■■'i;/', ' '
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But they do begin  to speak to you after  a good m any y ea rs  of exp osure.

I could te ll  when Van Gogh w as getting into h is la s t  period  -- he went mad.

I found m any M onets that w eren ’t m isty  at a ll, in  fact one of m y fa v o r ite s   

w as a v e r y  c le a r , bright garden, huge golden sunflow ers, and two litt le  

ch ild ren  going down a path -- a M onet. And another g ir l on a h illtop  and 

you can a lm o s t  fe e l the wind in her h a ir .

I d isco v ered  som e R enoirs that w ere m ost unlike anything e ls e  h e's  

done that I have seen . Paintings of h is  ch ildren , quite photographic; and 

one of the d ea rest one s  of a ll, a lit t le  Mary C assatt g ir l, plum ped on a 

couch, looking at her litt le  dog, both of them planning som e devilm ent.

We spent a p leasan t hour and as I walked out, saw  groups of sch ool 

ch ildren , people sm ilin g  and waving at m e, I sm iled  and w aved back, but

m o stly  I w as right inconsp icuous. '

B ack at the White H ouse, I had a m eeting se t up with M r. W est and 

Jim  K etchum , to put together the agenda of the m eeting  we m u st have soon  ,,>^  

for  the C o m m ittee  for the P r eserv a tio n  of the White H ouse. To te ll them  

about a ll  the things w e've done for the tou rists -- show c a s e s , the tape, the 

room  s ig n s, s to r ie s  of the P r esid en t's  trees  on the south grounds. To te ll 

them our ach ievem en ts of the la s t  year and in acquiring paintings and our 

hopes for the future. The new drapes for the m ain entrance that we need  

and a lso  v ery  m uch -- new drapes and chair co v ers  -- or should it  be new  

ch a ir s , for the State Dining Room?

Two fu ll pages of things we m ust talk  about, plus a report on White
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H ouse pub lications. How a ll the books are  com ing along, the am ount of 

s a le s ,  the am ount of m oney we can exp ect from  the White H ouse H isto r ica l  

A sso c ia tio n  to help with acquiring perm anent art ob jects.

We had innum erable cups of co ffee , and m ust have thought they w ere
t\

never going to get any lunch, b ecau se I le t  them go at 2:30.

And then Lyndon cam e for lunch. It's the f ir s t  tim e I've had lunch with  

him  in  a g e s . M ostly  I'm too fam ished  to w ait -- a cup of coffee d oesn 't hold  

m e. I m u st s ta r t eating a rea l break fast so that I can w ait u n til he com es  

b eca u se  he eats a lone on the days when he d o e s n ' t  bring b u sin ess  g u ests , 

and he does not like to be alone at a ll. If he can't find m e, he c a lls  A shton, 

or gets V ick ie  or M arie.

Y esterd ay , he sa id  he had ca lled  everyw here for m e, so today,-^ hê  cam e  

prepared  w ith V ick ie , and the three of us sat down for lunch.

. And a fterw a rd s/ I  had a long se s s io n  of fittings with Lucinda. How  

boring it  i s .  And then a litt le  nap, and m ore work with A shton and B e s s .

A litt le  b efore s ix , Jane F reem an , whom I had ca lled  to in v ite  to ride  

w ith m e,-o u t to the W oman's N ational D em ocratic Club B en efit Show. And 

off we went for about 30 m inutes of that fam iliar  signature to th is job, w alking  

through crow d s, shaking hands and sm ilin g , looking a t booths f ille d  w ith  ite m s  

but with a s ilen t auction. A painting by A lice  A c h e s o n  needle w ork by 

Jane W irtz; w e ll known products o f S tates, Bourbon from  Kentucky, and a 

sm oked ham; and I 'll bet som e ch ili from  T exas.

■i
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W e're going to have an extravaganza a litt le  la ter , put together by
S '

Scotty Lanahan , and the C lark C lifford ’s talented daughter, and which  

Ann Hand w as one of the s ta r s , but I didn't stay. I thanked everybody, 

there w ere  lo ts  of p ictu res and then with r e le a se , I hurried  back  to the 

W hite H ouse. ^
r  (
T o w ork som e m o re. What a w eek  of work this has been . But there

has to be a w eek  like this now and then, or e lse  there couldn't be trips

and sp e ech es , and days when I don't see  m y desk.

I asked  the house gu ests to m eet me about n ine, for a drink. How la te

our h ou rs m u st seem  to other people!  ,

And then delightfu lly  enough, Lyndon came at 9:15, but not in  a h u rry
v ery  much

to go in to dinner. He enjoys Oveta Hobby very much and a lso  Ida May and J im . T h ey  

are leav ing  tomorr ow m orning for V ie t n a m ; they've been b riefed  a ll  day, 

they w ere  fu ll of in terestin g  s to r ie s  th em se lv es, and en th u siastic , each  of 

them , hopeful,

I  w as glad that Lyndon quit the d ietetic  Dr. Pepper and had a couple of

sco tch es  w hile we talked. He told them what he hoped they'd do in  V ie t  N a m ; 

what he hoped this governm ent could do, the im print we could lea v e  on the 

country.

'One, I would see  that everyone there got a b a th . It is  sim p le  to w ash , 

I  am sure P roctor and Gamble can get us the soap. "

"Two, I would have a fa s t  inoculation . " He keeps on talking about how  

they die at 35, and how so res  cau sed  by lack  of c lea n lin ess , skin  d is e a s e s .
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are a m ajor scou rge of the country.

"Three, I would see  what the sim p le three R 's are out th ere, and I 

would get them started  into sch oo l. Just like you w ould  buy a L iberty  

Bond. T his country is  the goldfish  bowl. Our only purpose out there is  

to keep these people from  being eaten up. I want to get out o f there m ore  

than anybody, including the M arines."

And then he spoke of P resid en t E is enhow er. "Since I have been  

P r esid en t, the man who has helped m e m ost, and asked  the le a s t ,  is  

E isen h ow er."
of

And then he ta lk ed  D ie m .  It alw ays m akes me uncom fortable when  

he d oes.  H is death, he regard s as a hideous turning point in the war and 

a b lack  spot in our national life .

And then he talked of h is  own philosophy.  "I'm not a lib era l.  I'm a 

p r o g r e s s iv e .  The lib era l b e lie v e s  in controlling your mind, lik e  a C om m unist 

d o es.  I do not b e liev e  in that."

And, once m ore , about V ie t N a m , "I want to do som ething about the 

condition  that ca u ses  th is w ar." .

And  he spoke of what our agricu ltu ra l  k n o w -how , our technology could  

do for them , and of F reem an 's m iss io n  over there. "We are going to give  

them 200 pound hogs for their 100 pound hogs. Our sw eet potato v in es  produce  

tw ice a s   m any pounds of sw eet potatoes^ as their v in es  do. ̂ ^

W estm oreland is  not just a k ille r , he has a so c ia l co n sc io u s n e s s .
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O veta, in  talking about the lib er a ls  attitude about the V ie t n a m  situation , 

sa id , "There is  som ething s ick  in the lib era l view point in  a ll th is ."

At one tim e Lyndon d escr ib ed  h im se lf, "I'm like a p rize  figh ter  in the i

r in g , the right f is t  is  the m ilita ry , the le ft  f is t  i s  aid, w ashing, a g ricu ltu ra l, 

education.

P oor beleaguered man. H e's put in a w eek of w ork on it. T om orrow  

w ill be m o re , w ith about 46 or 47 of the G overnors com ing, a ll day b r ie fin g s .

A fter Lyndon's b le ss in g , Oveta m ade a sw eet, grave litt le  addition of  

asking help for him . We had a m erry  dinner, and then by m idnight, we w ere  

in  bed.  ̂ |

My day had been  in ter sp ersed  with many p erson a l things too . The c a ll  

that U ncle John P at il lo  had died -- one of m y la s t  links with m y childhood. I

I had a long talk with N ettie M ason, h is daughter, in which we could even  

laugh over som e of the happy tim es w e'd spent when we we're ch ildren .

And I ca lled  Jim  Fosburgh about paintings, our plans for  a cq u isitio n s.

I want to keep everybody's enthusiasm  up. .And Mary L asker about the art  

tea at the W hite H ouse next w eek   who, among our beautification  fr ien d s, 

m ight enjoy com ing.

It’s been  a w eek of infin ite and n e c e ssa r y  work and no grea t g litter in g  

even ts.

# # # # # #  ' ,


