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One th ing  abou t o u r life , you n e v e r  can  te l l  who y o u 'l l  find  in  L y n d o n 's  

b ed ro o m ! I w alk ed  in  Sunday m o rn in g  fo r  coffee - Lyndon h ad  m ad e  a  

s u r p r i s e  v i s i t  the n igh t b e fo re  t o  the G rid iro n  D inner - and  who should  be j

'' f ' 
s it t in g  th e re ,  bu t R ic h a rd  N ixon!

He w as looking  re la x e d  an d  a ffa b le  a n d w e ll d r e s s e d .  L yndon  w as 

s tr e tc h e d  out in  h is  p a ja m a s , d rin k in g  tea , and  th ey  w e re  a p p a re n tly  

en joy ing  th e i r  v is i t .

N ixon w as say in g , of the New Y ork  T im e s , " I t  w as w ro n g  on M unich, ^

i t  w as w rong  on C a s tro ,  i t  w as w rong  on C o m m u n ist C hina, and  i t 's  w rong  ‘ |

on V ie t  N a m ." ......... . ' ■_ .■ ■ : ..

Nobody r a i s e d  a  d isse n tin g  v o ice  - not the m il i ta ry .  Lyndon m en tio n ed  ‘

th re e  n a m e s , th a t som e of h is  b e s t  peop le  thought w e re  the th re e  o u ts tan d in g  | 

m i l i ta r y  m en  in  the c o u n try  - W estm o re lan d , Good p as te r , and  A b ra m s .
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E v e ry th in g  he h a s  to say  of W e stm o re la n d  is  f il le d  w ith  r e s p e c t  and  

p r id e .  T he o th e r  two I know l i t t le  of.

S natches of N ix o n 's  c o n v e rsa tio n , m o s t of i t  w as abou t the in te rn a tio n a l 

s itu a tio n , e s p e c ia lly  V ie t  N a m , w h ere  he is  in  g e n e ra l i n  strong; su p p o rt 

of Lyndon. He s a id  th a t opponents sa y  we a r e  r isk in g  w o rld  w a r  III in  V ie t-  

N am  , th a t we a r e  r is k in g  w ar w ith  C hina in V ie t-N am ; th a t i s  a  b ig  l ie ,  we

a r e  avo id ing  a  b ig  w a r . Of C hina, he sa id  - C h in ese  a r e  c a u tio u s , a n d  the . 

C o m m u n is ts  a r e  c a u tio u s .  If we a r e  going to have any  d is c u s s io n  w ith  

C h ina, i t  shou ld  com e now, r a th e r  th an  la te r  - th re e  o r  fo u r y e a r s  fro m  now .

■ V .! ':
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o
w hen th ey  have a n  a to m ic  cap ab ility  - bu t how to s ta r t  a  d is c u s s io n  w ith  th em . 

I t s e e m s  th a t a  good m any  a d m in is tra tio n s  have b een  pain tin g  u s  in to  a  

c o rn e r  on th a t one.

" I  m u s t  f ly  to New Y ork," he s a id .  ' ‘New Y o rk  is  a  p lace  to w o rk , a  

p la c e  to m ak e  m oney  - n o t a  p lace  to liv e . If you w an t to liv e  th e r e ,  we hav e  

a s  ch a rm in g  a  sp o t a s  y o u 'd  find, overlo o k in g  the p a rk , "

He lo o k e d  p ro s p e ro u s ,  v ita l,  a t  hom e in  the w o rld , and  i t  sounded  lik e  

P a t  w as en joy ing  l ife .  I  to ld  h im  I hoped  she w ould com e to the Senate  

L a d ie s  L uncheon  som e tim e .

On le a v in g , he  .sa id  two ra th e r - in te re s t in g  th ings.* . " M r, P r e s id e n t ,  you
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know th is  is  cam p a ig n  y e a r  and I ' l l  be g e tting  out, speak ing  up fo r  the  

R ep u b lic a n s . T h e y 'l l  need  a l l  the v o ic e s  they  can  get. B ut th e re  w o n 't be 

any th ing  p e rs o n a l  abou t you i n  w hat I sa y  abou t the D em o c ra tic  a d m in is t r a - 

tion . " ;

A nd then , on a c tu a lly  w alk ing  out the do o r, he tu rn e d  b a c k  an d  sa id ,

"M r. P re s id e n t ,  give H u b ert som e h e lp ."

T h e re  w as b ig  co v e ra g e  abou t m y  p ro p o sed  tr ip  to the ru g g e d  B ig  B end  

c o u n try , and  Lyndon te a s e d  m e a l l  day abou t those  d an g e ro u s  r a t t l e s n a k e s .

L y n d o n 's  s o re  th ro a t  hangs on an d  I t r ie d  to g e t h im  to s ta y  in  b ed  a l l  

d ay  long. H e 'd  s le p t  v e ry  l i t t le  the n igh t b e fo re , and  had , in  f a c t ,  h ad  the 

d o c to r  up a  couple  tim e s , to sw ab h is  th ro a t.  B ut, no, he in s is te d  on g e ttin g

up.
■ , ' ' J  . ■ ■ ,

We w en t to St. Marks C h u rch , and  he took w ith  h im ,/ the v e r y  g e n e ro u s
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c h e ck . -How p le a se d  i t  m ak es  m e, and i t 's  a l l  h is  id e a , to h e lp  ou t w ith  

the r e c o n s tru c t io n  of o ld  St. M ark s . He handed i t  to B ill B a x te r  w ith  

so m e  b a d g e rin g  ab o u t how m u ch  i t  c o s ts  to go to an  E p isc o p a l C h u rch .

I t 's  r e a l ly  v e ry  d u ll of me,-'^to s t i l l  be p r ic k e d  by  th is  te a s in g . S o m etim es  

I  shou ld  ju s t  le a r n  to te a se  h im  b ack .

. A t the  c h u rc h , who should  we m e e t but the p re t ty  l i t t le  b lond  g ir l  

who in tro d u c e d   h e r s e l f  a s  M ollie Shulm an, s i s t e r  of D avid Shulm an, who 

m a r r i e d  B ecky A le x a n d e r.  C h a rm in g  ex am p le  of the fam ily .

C o u rtn ey  e s c o r te d  Lyndon out, w ith  h e r  two l i t t le  f r ie n d s  the D iggs,

i ; s id e  b y  s id e . Jak e  c a m e  o v e r to lunch , B e ry l  is  out of town/^ an d  w hile  ’ : 

L yndon w as in  the o ffice , Jak e  and  I ta lk e d  o v er w hat h e ’s doing fo r  the 

10th D is tr ic t .  H e 's  g a th e rin g  a lo t of C ounty  and  C ity  O ffic ia ls  to  cue  them  

in  on F e d e r a l  p r o g ra m s  th a t the F e d e r a l  g o v e rn m en t w ill h e lp  w ith , and 

how  th e y  c a n  la tc h  onto i t .

Sunday is  a lw ay s a  s u c c e ss io n  of TV p ro g ra m s  w ith  u s .   We, w a tch ed  

u n ti l  a  la te  lu n ch  a t  2:30, and  th en  a f te r  Jake  le f t, we la y  down fo r  a  n ap .

W e m u s t  h av e  s le p t  for th re e  h o u rs .  Sundays a r e  sa fe ty  v a lv e s , fo r  cessation, 

fo r  re ju v e n a tio n , fo r  Lyndon. But I am  beg inn ing  to be r e s t iv e  a g a in s t  

spend ing  them  a l l  h e re  in  the W hite H ouse. Only one in  T e x a s , s in c e  the 

f i r s t  o f J a n u a ry , and  i t  a  co ld  one. And I y e a rn  to go to C am p D avid o r 

P u e r to  R ico , o r  the V irg in  Is la n d s , o r  H untlands - so m ew h ere  fo r  a  change 

 of s c e n e . ;■ •"v' -i  "': -

I t  w as w e ll a f te r  sev en  and  d a rk , w hen  Lyndon woke up . We c a lle d  the 

■ B il l  W hites, an d  the R i ord o n s, and  the  B irc h  B ay h s. to com e_over.a n d  h a v e  
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d in n e r  w ith  u s .  T he B ayhs co u ld n 't find  a baby  s i t t e r  so they  b ro u g h t th e ir  

son , an  a b so lu te ly  d e lig h tfu l l i t t l e  boy of abou t ten , who lik e d  being  th e re  

m u ch  b e t te r  than  any ad u lt m e m b e r . I m ade s u re  th a t he  had  a  v is i t  to  the 

L in co ln  R oom , and  the Q u een 's  R oom , and  Lyndon found h im  so m e so u v e n irs  

an d  then  we s e t t le d  h im  w ith  the TV, in  m y  b e d ro o m , w h ile  we h ad  d r in k s  

and  a_yery  la te  d in n e r , n e a r ly  10 o’c lock .

Lyndon n eed s  co m p an y ; he i s  n o t a  m an  fo r  so litu d e , bu t w hen he is  

d e p le te d  b y  long h o u rs  and  a s o re  th ro a t, o r  any  p h y s ica l tro u b le , he l ik e s  

i t  to be e a sy  com pany , p le a sa n t and  re s tfu l ,  no t the s o r t  w h e re  the b e s t  

is  e x p e c te d  of you e v e ry  m o m en t, in  c o n v e rsa tio n  and  lo o k s, an d  s p a rk le .  * - *

# # # # # #


