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I s le p t  lu x u r io u s ly  u n til 10 o ’c lo c k . Lyndon s t i l l  h as a so re  th roat.

He*s b e e n  taking a n t ib io t ic s . He g e ts  off of them  fo r  24  h o u rs , the so re  

th roat c o m e s  b ack . Nothing sto p s  h im  from  w ork ing, but he i s  h o a r se  

and p h y s ic a lly  d ep leted .

I  aw oke w ith  a g u ilty  s ta r t  b e c a u se  I had m ean t to go and g r e e t  300  

w iv e s  o f the A sso c ia te d  G en era l C o n tr a c to r s  a t  1 0  o 'c lo c k . H u rr ied ly  

I d r e s s e d  and stand ing i n the e a s t  ro o m by 10:30, ju st a s  th ey  w e r e  w inding  

up th ere  tour and I w as an u n exp ected  end of it . I fin d  it  p le a sa n t, and  

i t  ta k es  v e r y  l it t le  out o f m e , and ap p aren tly  m ea n s som eth in g  to th ose  

who co m e through. '‘I-like~for it  to  be le is u r e ly ,  to h ear the s o ft  sou th ern  ~ 

v o ic e s ,  lik e  that s p e c ia l  m om en t of reco g n itio n  w ith  th ose  who co m e  from  

T e x a s , T h e r e 's  a lw a y s so m e one I m e t on the cam paign  tr ip s . It took  

on ly  25 m in u te s .

A nd then I w as b ack  u p sta ir s , fo r  an in terv iew  w ith  R o se m a r ie  T y le r  

B r o o k s , a  n eg ro  n ew sp ap er w om an, who is  one of the b r ig h te s t  in  the 

f ie ld . We had co ffe e  in  the Q ueen 's R oom , th is w as h er  la s t  s to r y  b e fo r e  

havin g  a baby, in  about a  w eek  or tw o. She had b een  co u rteo u s  enough' 

to sen d  roe q u estio n s  b e fo re  hand, and they w ere  the so r t  that e l ic ite d , or  

so  I thought, ra th er  rea d a b le , a m u sin g , and so m e tim e s  d eep  a n s w e r s .  

Funny an ecd ote  about the r a is in g  of your ch ild ren ; or how did you ex p la in  

d eath  to them  a s  th ey  w e re  grow ing up. I thought it  w ent ra th er  w e ll .  

S o m etim e s  th ey  a r e  bom b s h e lls  w hen th ey  com e out in  prin t.
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And then an hour w ith  D r. I s e n , in  m y  l it t le  s ittin g  room , w ith  

■ S im one w atch in g , to try  on g la s s e s  f r a m e s . F ra m e a fter  fr a m e . If I 

m u st ign ob ly  le a n  upon th is  cru tch  fo r  the r e s t  of m y  l i f e  and i f  I'm  going to 

stan d  on p la tfo rm s and m ake lit t le  sp e e c h e s  o c c a s io n a lly , I'd better  try  to  

p ic k  g la s s e s  that a r e  a s b eco m in g  a s  p o ss ib le  a t a l l  a n g le s . So w e had  

a ph otograph er up, h e  took p ic tu r e s , fron t and p r o file , and S im on e, m y  

TV  e x p e r t , gave m e a d v ice  on c o lo r s  and sh a p es .

And then I lu n ch ed  w ith  B e s s  in  m y  ro o m . L iz  jo in ed  u s  and for  about 

two h o u r s , w e d is c u s s e d  the tr ip  to the B ig  Bend country; and lu n ch eon  and

- - : sw im m in g  p a rty  for  ..staff w iv e s;  some- future ,party  fo r  the W hite H ouse
. " ■ ' 

F e llo w s  w iv e s ;  ad d ition s to the J u d ic ia l R eception ; and to the Indian D in n er.

I had an hour or so  of w hat I c a ll m y  id io t w ork , autographing p ic tu r e s ,  

and b ook s that con ta in  the happenings of the W hite H ouse c o n fe r en ce  on  

. N atu ra l B eau ty .

A nd then L u ci gave m e 30 m in u tes  of h er  tim e , to go o v er  the C h r is tm a s  

G ift l i s t ,  and the rem a in d er  of the Inaugural L ist; and ch eck  n a m es  fo r  h e r  

w eddin g  in v ita tio n s . She’s a lrea d y  ch eck ed  h er  NCS y ea r  book , and p r o m is e s  

to  turn i t  over  to B e s s /  in tact; and th ere  r em a in s  on ly  the fa m ily  l i s t  to be  

p rep a red  by m e .

T h ere  w a s a h ead lin e  today that I've  been  w aitin g  fo r . N u rserie s  F in d  

F in a n c ia l Boom  i n  B eau ty  P la n . ,  "M ore than two and one h a lf m il l io n  w il l

- ■■ ■ ' ' '' • '' ■ ■ 
be sp en t b y  v a r io u s , a g e n c ie s  in  W ashington th is y e a r , fo r  b ea u tifica tio n ."
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I'm  g lad  it  in c lu d ed  so m e m en tion , thinking of our fr ien d s  the B u rto n s , 

"a good m any of the f lo w e r s  and shru b s had b een  donated to the c a u se  b y  c iv ic  

m in d ed  g r e e n h o u s e s ." I w as a ls o  a m u sed  to s e e  that even  am on g the N u r s e r ie s   

th ere  w a s one who had c o m p la in ts . The govern m en t w a s snapping up a l l  

the a v a ila b le  p lan ts and he cou ldn’t k eep  enough fo r  h is  own s tea d y  cu sto m ers^  ;• 

L a st fa l l ,  he sa id , you  cou ld n 't g e t a z a le a s  w ith in  300 m i le s .

T on igh t the F o r ta se s  re  havin g  a d in ner, ju st the s o r t  o f  an even in g  

I w ould  lik e  to en joy  for th ree  hou r s ,  but s in ce  Lyndon ca n 't go w ith  m e , I 

d ec id ed  a l l  I cou ld  r e a lly  do  was  to drop in  for  a drink from  7 :30  to 8 :00 .

But i t  w a s fun to d r e s s  up, f e e l  gay , and lea v e  th is  com pound, to w a lk  in to  :

a  s m a ll  group of dear fr ie n d s  -  Abe and C aro l, Jane and B il l  W irtz; M u r ie l» _ _

■ v'S'
H ub ert w a s  com in g  la te r ;  and the h o n o re e , G overn or Sanchez o f P u er to  R ic o , ;>

w ith out h is  w ife . The Sheldon C oh en s, who laugh ed  about the s ix  s t i l l s

that had b een  d is c o v e r e d  on my^  A labam a p rop erty ; th ey  knew  no n a m es  and

I a sk e d  none. And Jane Ic k e s ,  a m ong a ll  m y  fr ien d s  , the F o r ta ses are

probab ly  the k in d est about k eep ing  up w ith  old  fr ie n d s , and r e m e m b e r in g  to

w ea v e  them  in to  th eir  l iv e s .

A be told  m e that he w as to have the m eetin g  w ith  M rs. K ennedy, to

d is c u s s  the K ennedy C en ter , in  a few  d ays. He w ill  e m e r g e  ch a rm ed . I'm

s u r e .■ ;

I sa t down by G overnor San ch ez, and he to ld  m e , to m y  d e lig h t, that 

Lyndon had su g g e s te d  w e m igh t com e down to P u erto  R ico  fo r  the w eek en d  

so m e tim e . H e 's  a m an fo r  the sum m er and the b each , and I to ld  the G overn or
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I w ou ld  lobb y  fo r  it .

But lik e  C in d er e lla , I d ep arted  on the stro k e  o f e igh t, know ing that 

th ey  w ould  soon  be go in g  in to d in ner.

B a ck  in  the W hite H ou se , I jum ped in  the pool a lo n e . So m u ch  o f m y

e x e r c is e  h e r e  i s  a lo n e . I w ish  I had a b u ilt - in  fr ien d , v e r y  c lo s e ,  that

lik e d  to sw im , or bow l, or w alk , w ith  about 10 m in u tes n o t ic e . Swam  

30 la p s  w ith  that v e r y  sa tis fy in g  fe e lin g  of b e in g  in  p h y s ic a l co n tro l o f  

o n e s e lf ,  w ith  a l l  m u s c le s  resp on d in g  a s  th ey  should , and d e lic io u s  r e la x a t io n  

o f w arm  w a te r .

And then w a s back  u p sta ir s ,-  and d r e s s e d  for a q u iet d inner w ith  Lyndon  

by ten . '

. #  #  #  # #  # #  : ’ '


