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I t  i s  one o f th o se  d a y s , p e c u l ia r ly  W hite H o u se , w e ll b a la n c e d  b e tw e e n  

w o rk  a n d  p la y . M y s o r t  of d a y !

I  w a s  u p  e a r l y  f o r  a  h a i rd o .  M r . P e r ,  m y  o ld  f r ie n d ,  a n d  w o rk in g  

u n d e r  th e  d r y e r  .w ith S im o n e , a b o u t o u r  f ilm  p r o je c t s , a n d  L iz  a b o u t our  

t r i p s .   ..'.. v' ' * . ' ■ ' ' / ^ ‘ ‘.

A nd  th e n  a t  11, M o ll ie  P a r n i s ,  a n d  a  f i t t e r ,  c am e  to  t r y  on th e  c lo th e s  

I 'v e  a l r e a d y  b o u g h t, a n d  two b e a u ti fu l  e v en in g  d r e s s e s  -  E m e r a ld  G re e n , - 

a n d  n ew  a s  to m o r ro w ; a n d  th e  o th e r  a  v e r y  u n d e r s ta te d  w h ite , w ith  a  v e r y  

e le g a n t  b e a d e d  ja c k e t .  

• - L y n d o n  c a m e  in  a n d  I  s tu c k  m y  fo o t in  m y  mo u th ,  c l e a r  u p  to  th e  k n e e . 

"L y n d o n , you know  M is s  S im p s o n ."   N e ith e r  M o llie  P a r n i s  o r  I  b a t te d  a n

e y e la s h .  I  q u ic k ly  s a id ,  " M is s  M o llie  P a r n i s " ,  w h ile  m y  n e r v e s  k no tte d  

u p  in s id e  m e .   S eldom  h av e  I  b o u g h t tw o su ch  lo v e ly  ev en in g  d r e s s e s ,  so  

p a in le s s ly .

T h e  m o rn in g  w a s  fu l l  o f b u s in e s s ,  s p e e d ily  a c c o m p lis h e d . A H a m b u rg e r  

w ith  L iz  f o r  lu n c h , a n d  m o re  th in g s  d is p o s e d  of. A nd  th en  A sh to n . :

A nd th e n , a t  3 :30 , I  le f t  f o r  the  c i r c u s ,  the  b ig  e v e n t o f the  d ay , a n d  v e r y  

im p o r ta n t  to  m e  b e c a u s e ,  to  so m e  e x te n t ,  m y  p r e s e n c e  fo r  tw o h o u r s  m a k e ^  

i t  p o s s ib le  fo r  6 ,0 0 0  c h i ld re n ,  a b o u t 2 ,0 0 0  of th em  H ead  S ta r t  y o u n g s te r s ,  the 

o th e r s  f ro m  J u n io r  V illa g e  a n d  the  C r ip p le d  C h ild re n s  S o c ie ty  a n d  th e  U n ite d  

G iv e rs  F u n d  A g e n c ie s , to

s e e  the  c i r c u s  f r e e ,  R in g lin g  B r o th e r s  an d  th e  F e l l s  o f S u p e r Show s,
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d id  th is  w o n d e rfu lly  g e n e ro u s  th in g  l a s t  y e a r ,  w ith  m e  a s  s p o n s o r ;  an d  a g a in

th is  y e a r .  A nd I 'm  a s  g ra te fu l  a s  any one o f the  6, 000 c h i ld r e n .
' "VI ■ .

W in zo la  M cC len d o n  b e g a n  h e r  s to r y  -  M rs .  L yndon  B a in e s  J o h n so n  w h o se

b e e n  r u n n in g  a  th re e  r in g  c i r c u s  a t  h e r  h o u se  fo r  y e a r s ,  w en t dow n to  the

C o lis e u m  y e s te r d a y  to  s e e  how  R in g lin g  B r o th e r s  a n d  so  f o r th ,  r u n  t h e i r s .

I t  w a s  a  s h e e r  d e lig h t. T h e re  w a s  a  l i t t l e  c o lo re d  b o y  in  a  s a i l o r  s u it ,

w ho  h a d  a  f iv e  w o rd  s p e e c h  - " T h a n k  you  fo r  H ead  S ta r t"  an d  a  b ig  b u n ch

o f y e llo w  r o s e s  fo r  m e .

A n d  th e n  a  l i t t l e  fiv e  y e a r  o ld , L i s a  C r i t te n b r in k ,  g av e  m e  a  f in g e r

p a in tin g  a b o u t the c i r c u s ,  a n d  to g e th e r ,  w e t r i e d  to  u n r o l l  the  H e a d  S ta r t

b a n n e r ,  to  h o ld  up  to v iew  of the  n e w sm e n . A ll the c h i ld r e n  h a d  c o tto n  

can d y , a n d  c a r to n s  of m ilk . D onn ie , n e x t to  m e , in  f a c t  h a d  th r e e  c o tto n

c a n d ie s  in c lu d in g  m in e .  We la u g h e d  w ith  the  c lo w n s , c a u g h t o u r  b r e a th  
w h e n  /
 th e  t r a p e z e  a r t i s t ,  f e l l  fo r  one s p l i t  s e c o n d , a n d  th e n  h u n g  b y  h e r  h e e l s .  

A d o re d  th e  l i t t l e  d o g s a n d  p o n ie s , a n d  w e re  s t a r r y - e y e d  a t  the  g r e a t  

p r o c e s s io n  of th e  k in g  a n d  q u een  on e le p h a n ts ,  p ro c e e d e d  b y  th e  c a m e ls ,  

a n d  l l a m a s ,  a n d  c o u r t i e r s  in  g r e a t  C a m e lo t c o s tu m e s .

C lo se  to  m e  th e r e  w as  a  young  c o lle g e  g i r l ,  a  s e n io r ,  w ho i s  do ing  

v o lu n te e r  w o rk  in  H e ad  S ta r t ,  r ig h t  a lo n g  w ith  h e r  c o lle g e  c a r e e r ,  w ho w a s  

th e  v e r y  p ic tu r e  of one s id e  o f o u r  young fo lk s  o f to d ay . W h o le so m e , b u sy , 

fu l l  o f h o p e  fo r  the  w o r ld .

J u s t  a b o u t the  g r e a t e s t  a c t  of a l l  w a s  a  t ig e r ,  w ho k e p t on  l ic k in g  h is  

t r a i n e r 's  h e a d  a f fe c t io n a te ly , h is  g r e a t  b ig  m o u th , a n d  h is  g r e a t  b ig  te e th ,
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a n d  h is  h u g e  c a r e s s in g  paw s - f a s c in a t in g  s ig h t.

I  w o re  m y  b r ig h t e s t  d r e s s ,  e m e r a ld  g re e n  w o o l w ith  a  fu l l  s k i r t .  

E n jo y e d  i t  t r e m e n d o u s ly  a n d  w a s  j u s t  a s  m u c h  a  p a r t  o f  the  sh o w  a s  m y  

p e r s o n a l i ty  w o u ld  l e t  m e .

T h e re  w e r e  p ic tu r e s  w ith  a l l  the  k in d  d o n o rs  - the  F e l l s ,  a n d  the
..■'VvaX".

R in g lin g s  -  p e o p le  w ho h e lp  w ith  the  t r a n s p o r ta t io n ,  n o t  l e a s t  o f  a l l  w ith  

the m a n y  c h a p e ro n s .  A nd I 'm  s u r e  the  h a r d e s t  p la c e  to  g e t  in  to , a f t e r  

the  show  w a s  a b o u t a n  h o u r  lo n g , w as  the b a th ro o m , to w a rd  w h ic h , e a c h  

c h a p e ro n e  le d  a n  e n d le s s  s tre a m , of f iv e  and  s ix  y e a r  o ld s .

T h e re  w a s  one  e x c it in g  m o m e n t w h en  a  g r e a t  b ig  r u b b e r  b a l l  b o u n c e d  

w ith in  a b o u t two f e e t  of m e . A h o r s e  h a d  b e e n  k ic k in g  th em  o u t in to  the 

a u d ie n c e ,  a  p a r t  o f the a c t ,  b u t  th is  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  of i t  r a t h e r  u n n e rv e d  

the S e c r e t  S e rv ic e ,  o r  so  the  n e w s p a p e r s  lo v e d  to  th in k .

We w e r e  h o m e  b y  6 :3 0 . I  h a d  a s k e d  f r ie n d s  in  fo r  c o c k ta i l s  M a ry  a n d  

G e o rg e  H a ze lto n ,. I  w a s  d e lig h te d  to  m e e t  M a ry ’ s new  h u s b a n d , a  lo n g  t im e  

m e m b e r  o f the  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t  F o r e ig n  S e rv ic e . H e s e e m e d  c u l tu re d ,  

q u ie t ,  c h a r m in g , ju s t  w h a t one w ou ld  h o p e  w o u ld  h a p p en  to  M a ry . A nd th e n  

th e  D eW itt Gre e n s ,  he*s up  h e r e  on so m e  h ig h w ay  b u s in e s s  fo r  the  S ta te  of 

T e x a s .  A nd  L iz  an d  W ill E d w a rd  O dom  ^came i n  w ith  L iz  s p a r k l in g  e x c i t e -

m e n t;  a n d  M a ry  L ove  B a ile y , w ho's^ o u r  h o u se  g u e s t , jo in e d  u s .

We h a d  c o c k ta i ls  in  the  Y e llo w  O val ro o m , a l l  o ld  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  so  m u c h  

to  ta lk  a b o u t. I t  tu rn e d  o u t, a s  o fte n  h a p p e n s , th a t  L iz , w ho i s  one of m y
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o ld e s t  a n d  b e s t  f r ie n d s ,  d o e s  n o t h a v e  a n  a u to g ra p h e d  p ic tu re  o f  m e , so  

q u ic k ly  I  w e n t to  g e t  h e r  o ne , and  th en  a n o th e r  fo r  e a c h  of th e  o th e r  c o u p le s  

p r e s e n t  -  M a r y ,  to o , d id  n o t h a v e  o n e . \  c ;

in  th is  b u s in e s s  y o u ’r e  l ik e ly  to s e n d  th em  to  Jo e  B low  of P e a n u t  

C r o s s in g  w ho w r i te s  in , b u t n o t to  y o u r  fa v o r i te  c o u s in  w ho d o e s n ’ t.

I t  w a s  a  le n g th y  a n d  e n o rm o u s ly  p le a s a n t  c o c k ta i l  h o u r . L u c i  c am e  

in , lo o k in g  fo u r te e n  a n d  s c h o o lg i r l i s h .

M a r y  L o v e  B a i le y  i s  up  on  so m e  s o r t  o f b u s in e s s  f o r  the  C a n c e r  o r g a n iz a -  

tio n , a n d  W ill E d w a rd , in  a n  a t te m p t  to  c o n v in ce  tw o m e m b e r s  of the  T e x a s  

d e le g a t io n  '^that t h e r e  ough t to  be m a tc h in g  F e d e r a l  fu n d s f o r  S ta te  p a r k s  

u n d e r  c e r t a in  c o n d itio n s .
- vv'- ' . "

D eW itt Gre e n  p r o m is e d  to  k e ep  c lo s e  a n d  s c ie n t i f ic  w a tc h  on  th e  o p tim u m  

b lo o m in g  t im e  o f the  b lu e  b o n n e ts .

I t  w a s  a p p ro a c h in g  n in e  w h en  e v e ry b o d y  s a id  g o o d n ig h t, a n d  th en  L u c i  

a n d  M a ry  L o v e  d e p a r te d  to  g e t L y n d o n . T h e y  w e re  s u c c e s s f u l ,  h e  c a m e  h o m e  

a n d  h a d  d in n e r  w ith  u s ,  lo o k in g  v e r y  w e a ry ,  a n d  g re e t in g  u s  w ith  w o rd s  th a t  

w e n t a p p ro x im a te ly  lik e  th is ,  "T h e  r io t in g  in  W atts ; th e  V e n e z u e la n  C a b in e t  

h a s  r e s ig n e d ;  and  the  In d ia n  s i tu a t io n  i s  w o rs e n in g , i t  m ay  be e v e n  n e c e s s a r y  

to  p o s tp o n e  the  v i s i t ;  in  V ie t  N a m , th e y ’ve sh o t a  b r ib e r  an d  the  l i b e r a l s  

a r e  t ry in g  to  m a k e  th e  g o v e rn m e n t f a l l .  A nd G e rm a n y  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t f ly ,  "

— I t

H e le f t  u s  e a r ly  f o r  b e d , a  l i t t l e  b e fo re  11 a n d  I  ta lk e d  w ith  M a ry  L o v e 

w h o se  p r o je c t  i t  s e e m s ,  a n d  so m eth in g . I  do n o t u n d e r s ta n d  a t  a l l   s i lv e r  

d o l la r s  s t i l l  in  the  T r e a s u r y ,  of a  v e r y  a n c ie n t  v in ta g e , so m e  b a c k  to _ t h e _ ^
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d a y s  o f th e  d is c o v e r y  o f the  C a r s o n  a n d  S ilv e r  C ity  m in e s  w il l  b e  w o r th  

$30 to $100 e a c h  b y  c o in  c o l le c to r s . .  T he H e a r t ,  C a n c e r ,  a n d  S tro k e  

A s s o c ia t io n s  h o p e s  th a t  th ey  m a y  b u y  th em  a t  ju s t  the d o l la r  v a lu e ,  an d  

th e n  a u c tio n  th em  off.  T h a t i s  a  Tre a s u r y  d e c is io n  th a t  I  d o n ’t w a n t  to  g e t  

w ith in  a  m i le  o f.  B u t i t  s e e m s  th a t  M a ry  L ove h a s  b e e n  on  the  H i l l  ta lk in g  

a b o u t i t ,  a n d  th a t  C o n g re s s m a n  W rig h t P a tm a n  i s  go ing  to  in tr o d u c e  a  B il l  

to  m a k e  th e  s i l v e r  d o l l a r s  a v a i l a b le  to  the  C a n c e r> -H e a rt  a n d  S tro k e
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, A s s o c ia t io n ,  p ro c e e d s  o f c o u r s e ,   to go fo r  m e d ic a l  r e s e a r c h ."  :

.A nd so  th e  I d e s  o f  M a r c h  p a sse d ^ —-a-g o o d , fu ll,' h a p p y  day,- e x c e p t  - ' 

th a t  l i t t l e  f la m e s  o f f e a r  b e g in  to lic k  at  m e , a b o u t w h a t ' s go ing  on  w ith in

V ie t  N a m . '  C an  the  c ra c k -d o w n  on  b r ib e r y  an d  d is h o n e s ty  b e  a c c o m p lis h e d .
\  'V-::''V.'

T h e  d e m o n s t r a t io n s  o f  the  B uddhis t s  -- w e h a v e  d e m o n s t r a t io n s  in  o u r  own

c o u n try  th a t  d o n 't  f r ig h te n  m e .  If  th is  g o v e rn m e n t f a l l s  in  V ie t  N a m , w e 'v e

h a d  i t , a t  l e a s t  f ro m  w h e re  I  s i t .  I  c a n n o t s e e  w h a t h a p p e n s  n e x t .


