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It w as  a  de ligh tfu l,  v a r ie d ,  w o n d erfu l  day. Up e a r ly ,  coffee  w ith  

Lyndon, le f t  on tim e fo r  Spanish , two good h o u rs ,  a l l  sev en  of u s  th e r e .  

M e rc e d e s ’ g a rd e n ,^ b r i l l i a n t  w ith  yellow  and  p u rp le  c ro c u s .

B ac k  a t  the White H ouse , a  b i t  of lunch, and  then  an  h o u r  r e a d in g  the 

g u es t  l i s t  for  th is  a f te rn o o n ,  and the a c h ie v e m e n ts  of a l l  the a w a r d e e s .

The F o s b u rg h s cam e a  l i t t le  b e fo re  the p a r ty ,  and  we h ad  a  q u ie t  30 m in u te s  

u p s t a i r s ,  so that I could show him  the M ary  C a s s a t t .  They  lo o k ed  (in  the . 

b u reau )  a t  the l i t t le  p ic tu re  of E llen  B a r r y 's  p o r t r a i t  of m e ,  w ith  the yellow  

i m p r e s s io n i s t  backg ro u n d , s a id  they  loved  i t .  I  show ed them  the b u s t  of 

Lyndon, they  genu ine ly  s e e m e d  to like  i t  bu t,.  a l a s , . th e re  w as  no t a n y th in g ' 

th a t  he h a d  b ro u g h t  down f ro m  New Y ork  t h a t  h e  o r  I  e i th e r  w e re ,  

e n th u s ia s t ic  about a c q u ir in g  fo r  the White H ouse.

A v e ry  la rg e  Copley, but i t ' s  about 5  x  8 fee t;  I th ink hang ing  i t  w ould  

p o se  a  p ro b le m .  And one of W inslow H o m er,  that he th inks i s  g r e a t  -  a  ; 

f a rm  sc e n e ,  w ith  a n  a s t ro n o m ic a l  p r ic e  tag . of $125 ,000 . I  th ink  i t ' s  too 

; m u c h  to c o n s id e r .

He w as  v e r y  in t r ig u e d  when I  show ed h im  the t r a n s p a r e n c ie s  of the -
W h itr id g e , . y . ~'t \ '

the H i l l ,  and the T hom as M oran , ( in  f ro n t  of) w h ich  we m a y  be

ab le  to get, f i r s t  a s  a  loan , and then a s  a  gift f ro m  C. R . S m ith  fo r  the

White H ouse .  He and  I both  a g r e e d  on the T hom as M oran  - Lyndon le a n s  to

the W hitr idge . The s e v e ra l  o th e r  th ings he had  a r e  B e n ja m in  W est A ttr ib u tio n ,

W e s te rn  p a in te r  in  the m a n n e r  of R em ing ton  and  R u s se l l ,  b u t  no th ing  tha t

/
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we a r e  on f i r e  about.

Then  i t  w as  tim e  to go d o w n s ta ir s  fo r  the p re s e n ta t io n  c e r e m o n ie s  of

the N ationa l G a l le ry  of A r ts  A w ards  to 25 te a c h e r s .  As John  W a lk e r  d e s c r ib e d  '

th e m  they represent v a r i o u s l e v e l s  of educa tion , f ro m  k in d e rg a r te n  to co lleg e .  T h e y ’ve

b e e n  ex cep tio n a lly  s u c c e s s fu l  in  e n r ic h in g  the l iv e s  o f young peop le  th ro u g h

an  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of the  v isu a l  a r t s .

The 25 a w a rd  w in n e rs  w e re  in  the f ro n t  row , I jo in ed  th em . John W alker

m a d e  so m e  v e r y  g ra c e fu l  r e m a r k s .  Had a  kind w o r d  to sa y  abou t L y n d o n 's
N a tio n 's

. i n t e r e s t  in  the a r t s  - quoting h im  " A r t  is  th e /m o st  p re c io u s  h e r i ta g e . f I 'm  sayingj)
V. ■ >- h‘.

a t  no t im e  in  ou r  h i s to r y  have a P r e s id e n t  and  a  C o n g re s s  done so  m u ch  to ' 

c r e a te  an  A m e r ic a  in  w hich the a r t s  have th e i r  p r o p e r  p l a c e . ' '  ■

I s a t  n ex t to P a u l  M ellon, and  w hen John W alker f in ished , h e  c a l le d  off 

the n a m e s  of the a w a rd  w in n e rs ,  and I  r o s e  to c o n g ra tula te  e a c h  of them  an d  

h an d  them  th em  the r e a l ly  v e ry  h an d so m e gold m e d a l  - the  $500 w ould  com e 

l a t e r .  He r e a d  the c i ta t io n s  fo r  ea c h  of them , they w e re  a  th r i l l in g ,  v a r ie d  

lo t ,  ran g in g  f ro m  the v e ry  e ld e r ly  a n d  e ru d i te  D r. I rw in  B en o sk i,  one of 

the g r e a t e s t  liv ing  a r t  h i s to r ia n s ,  w hose r o s t e r  of a c h ie v e m e n ts ,  a w a rd s ,  

textbooks an d  m e m b e r s h ip s  in  such  th ings a s  the B r i t i s h  A cad em y , would 

c o v e r  a  p ag e . And D r. H ow ard  Connant, who occup ies  the s a m e  b ig  le a g u e  

in  the a r t  w orld .

B u t qu ite  a n o th e r  s ide  of A m e r ic a ,  a  M r. W ilbur S til lw ell  of V e rm il l io n ,  

South D akota. The v e r y  nam e th r i l le d  m e b e c a u se  I like  to th ink  th a t  th e r e
■[Ap

a r e  people  a l l  o v e r  who m ake it  in te re s t in g  and  exciting  f o r  young people  to
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get a c q u a in te d  w ith  a r t ,  and I l ike  to include ' them  a l l  in  -  V e rm il l io n ,  South 

D akota a n d  R osebud , T e x a s ,  and  V e r b e n a ,  A lab am a  - not ju s t  the e a s t  

c o a s t .

And th e r e  w e re  a  couple , the John Souchus of M inneapo lis ,  bo th  t e a c h e r s ,

who b e tw een  t h e m , had  ro l le d  up a  to ta l of 60 y e a r s  teach ing  a r t .

T h e re  w e re  two T e x a s  w in n e r s ,  M rs .  E . A. Sm ith  of H ouston , and a

M iss  Sybil B ro w n  of San Antonio. We had  lo ts  to say  to each  o th e r  a b o u t  m y
how

fo rth c o m in g  t r ip  to San Antonio. Kind w o rd s  of about how the fo lks  a t  hom e f e l t  

abou t u s .

One of the m o s t  th r i l l in g  of a l l  a s  M rs .  A lvin B ipus, o f  T o ledo , Ohio 

who's<(̂ m ad e  i t  so  in te r e s t in g  for c h i ld re n  f rom  k in d e rg a r te n  th rough  the 

e igh th  g r a d e  to go to the m u se u m s  t h a t the a v e ra g e  Toldeo  c h i ld  now m a k e s  

s ix  v i s i t s  a  y e a r  to the M useum . A r t  cannot e x is t  in  a vacuum , i t ' s  people  

lik ing  i t  tha t  m a k e s  i t  im p o r ta n t ,  i t  s e e m s  to m e .  And m y  h a t  w as  off to 

M r s .  B ipus .

And then th e re  w as  a  M iss  M a rie  L a rk in .  H e r  a w a rd  w a s  b e c a u s e  she 

w as  an  o r ig in a l  th in k er  an d in  the f ie ld  of a r t  educa tion  fo r  c h i ld re n .  "One 

of the g r e a t e s t  n eed s  of our  socie ty ,"  she sa id , "i s  to te a c h  people  to be 

in te l l ig e n t ly  a lone  w ith  th e m se lv e s ,  and the a r t  m u se u m  p ro v id e s  a  so u rc e  

fo r  a l l  in  that r e s p e c t . " T ha t s t ru c k  a v e ry  re sp o n s iv e  c h o rd  in  m e .

A ll  in  a l l ,  i t  w as  a th r i l l in g  s e r i e s  of c i ta t io n s  fo r  v a r io u s  w o rk s  in  the 

w o r ld  of a r t ,  a n d  I w as  m ig h ty  p ro u d  to p a r t ic ip a te .   , \
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W e'd  in v i te d  the S en a to rs  and  the C o n g re s s m e n  of e a c h  of the  a w a rd  

w in n e r s ,  and a  g r e a t  m an y  of them  w e re  th e re .   The F r a n k  C h u rc h s ,  the  

John  S h e rm a n  C o o p e rs  (no s u rp r i s e ) ;  the P e te r  F re l in g h a u s e n s ,  they  a r e  

u s u a l ly  p r e s e n t  a t  any th ing  th a t  i s  a r t  m inded; Vance H a r tk e ;  A b ig a il  a n d  

Gene M cC arth y ; the M cG overns ; a t t r a c t iv e  young W illiam  M o reh ead ; the  

H ugh Scotts  of P en n sy lv a n ia ;  L e o n o re  Sullivan, one of the w o m en  m e m b e r s  

who works a t  h e r  jo b  i n  a  v e r y  tho rough  fash ion , i t  s e e m s  to m e ;  and 

M r s .  John T o w er.

There was a  good r e p r e s e n ta t io n  of C o n g re s s  th e re ,  to m y  s u r p r i s e ,  s in ce  

i t  w as  the m id d le  of the a f te rn o o n .

I’d in v i ted  M a ry 's  s te p -d a u g h te r  and s te p - s o n - in - la w ,  the S idney 

B ro d y s ,  s h e 's  on the a r t  B o a rd  in  L o s  A ngeles ,  C a lifo rn ia ,  a t  th e i r  w o n d e rfu l  

m u se u m .

And v e r y  p a t r ic ia n  M rs .  A deline B re e s k in .   T h e re  w e re  qu ite  a  few  of 

the d o n o rs  of the M ellon  G a l le ry  th e re ;  v a r io u s  m e m b e r s  of the K r e s s  fa m ily ,  

so m e  I n o tice ,  cam e  f ro m  T e x a s ;  and  a  b r a c e  of the H a v e r m e y e r  fa m ily .

And som e d o n o rs  to the White H ouse too.

Young R ic h a rd  D ie tr ic h ,  but I w as  s o r r y  I d id n 't  get to m e e t  the g i r l  

h e ' s  engaged  to, the d au g h te r  o f the N icholas  B i d d l e s  - she  w as  a t  hom e s ic k .
a l - —  ^

T h e re  w as  Bobby Lehm an , who*d-given m e such  an  enchanting  d a y  going 

th ro u g h  h is  own hom e in  New Y o rk  \ i t  is  r e a l ly  a  m u se u m .

k And the C h a r le s  E n g e lh a rd s ;  and Nancy K efauver , who i s  d e c o ra t in g
■ A ■ f ■ ■ ■
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e m b a s s i e s .

And I h ad  a s k e d  so m e f r ie n d s  of m y own  t o s e e  the White H ouse in

a c t io n : M a r y  Johnson  H azelton ; M iss  G enevieve H e n d r ic k s  -- any a r t  g roup  

ought to be  h e r  cup of tea; and som e young people , inc lud ing  the new in - la w  

of the fam ily ,  M olly Shulm an, w hose b r o th e r  m a r r i e d  Becky, h e r  date P h i l l ip  

P a tm a n ;  P eg g y  P ic k le  and h e r  date; and the e x t r e m e ly  e leg an t  d a u g h te r  of  

J an e  E n g e lh a rd ,  M rs .  Sam uel Reid .

We a s k e d  a r t  c r i t i c s  M r. Taubm an , M r. Getle in ,  M r.  W in c h e s te r  f ro m  

A ntiques  M agaz ine . And m u seu m  d i r e c t o r s  -- ̂  a c r o s s  s e c t io n  of people , who 

fo r  love o r  m oney , o r  know ledge, a r e  a  p a r t  of the w o r ld  of a r t .

A f te r  the l a s t  a w a rd  w as  handed  out, I r e c e iv e d  ev e ry o n e  in  the Blue 

Room  and  then  we w en t in to  the State Dining Room  fo r  r e f r e s h m e n ts .  I r i s h  

W h isk e y  fo r  St. P a t r i c k ' s  Day, the f i r s t  tim e i t ' s  been  s e rv e d  in  the White 

H ouse , I ' l l  b e t ,  and n o t a  sou l w an ted  tea .  I t  w as a  sm ash in g  s u c c e s s .

I c o v e re d  the ro o m , v is i t in g .  M r.  P a u l  M ellon  stood by  m e  an d  in t ro d u c e d  

a  g r e a t  m an y  of the g u e s ts ,  and  I w as one of the l a s t  to le a v e ,  m y se lf ,  ab o u t 

4 :30

w i th  a  b i t  of t im e  to r e s t  in  be tw een , b e fo re  C h a r le s  and  Ja n e  E n g e lh a rd  ̂ ^-^ 

and  Senator M an sf ie ld  and M a u re e n  cam e  u p  w i t h  Lyndon. We w e r e n ' t

going to be ab le  to go to th e ir  b i r th d a y  p a r ty  tonight, b e c a u se  I  w as  going to 

the M ellon  d in n e r .  Lyndon h ad  a  book of A m e r ic a n  h i s to r y  a n d a  la te  p i c t u r e  

fo r  h is  b ir th d a y  p r e s e n t .
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We h a d  a  h a lf  h o u rs  v i s i t ,  Jane  E n g e lh a rd  and C h a r le s  lo oked  a t  the 

g lo s s y  of the ‘W in s lo w -H o m er^  J a m e s  F o sb u rg h  had  to ld  them  abou t i t ,  b u t  

I ’m  no s a le s m a n ,  and I r e a l ly  th ink  i t ' s  too expen s iv e .

I  am  a lw ays  a m a z e d  a t  how m u ch  Lyndon m a k e s  h is  t im e count, e a c h  

m o m e n t .  He w a s  c h a rm in g  to S en a to r  M ansfie ld , He t ru ly  l ik e s  fo r  h is  

Own b i r th d a y  to be  no ticed , and he w as p r a c t ic a l ly  spooning the ic in g  on the 

cake^^fo r  S ena to r  M a n s f ie ld 's  b i r th d a y , - in  the b r ie f  h a lf  h o u r  we spen t 

to g e th e r .

T h e re  w as  ju s t  t im e  to put on m y  love ly  new d r e s s ,  gold  b ro c a d e  f ro m  

P a k is ta n ,  ^made u p b y  M ollie  P a r n i s  ̂ , and have a h a i r  com b, b e fo re  I le f t  

a lone , fo r  the M e l lo n  d in n e r  a t  the Su lg rave  Club.

T h e re  w e re  p ic tu re s  a s  I e n te re d  bu t no co v e ra g e  in s id e ,  a  r u le  of 

the C lub  w hich  m a k e s  fo r  a  genuinely  re la x e d  evening. T he in v ita t io n  

h a d  s a id  a  s m a l l  d in n e r  p a r t y  -- th e re  w e re  about a  hund red !  '

From the C a b in e t , the F o w le rs  and  the U dalls; f ro m  the C o n g re s s ,  B ill  and 

B e tty  F u lb r ig h t ;  C lin t  an d  H e n r ie t ta  A n d e rso n ,  h e ' s looking quite  old, they  

a r e  bo th  m y  d e a r  f a v o r i te s ;   G eorge  and H elen  M a h o n ,  h e 's  on the 

Sm ith so n ian  B o a rd  I b e l iev e  i t  i s ,  and r a th e r  to m y  a m a z e m e n t ,  v e ry  often  

show s up a t  a r t  g a th e r in g s .

And th e re  w e re  e ve r  so m an y  d o n o rs  to the G a l le ry  - H a v e r m e y e r s ,  

and  K r e s s ' ;  arid M rs .  C h e s te r  Dale - to quote C h a r lo t te  C u r t i s  "e le g a n t .  

D iam ond  and  e m e r a ld  d ecked" ; the N o rm a n  C o u s in s ,  we spoke of J a ck
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V alen ti .  They  sa id ,  " H e 's  a  v o ra c io u s  r e a d e r "  w ith  obvious a d m ira t io n .  .

And the F r e n c h  A m b a s sa d o r  and  M adam e L u c e t  ̂  a l l  the pa in tings  a r e  F r e n c h

im p r e s s io n i s t s ,  i t ' s  so f it t ing  for them  to co m e . T he W inthrop  A ld r ic h es»;

a  c h a rm in g  m u se u m  c u r a to r ,  M r .  R o b e r tso n  of V irg in ia ,  who m a d e  m e

w an t to co m e down to V irg in ia  t o  see  w hat h e ' s  done.
nex t

I lo v ed  s i t t in g  / to P a u l  M ellon a t  d in n er ,  who ta lk ed  about the g e n e s is  

of the N ationa l  G a lle ry ,  h is  f a t h e r ' s  co llec tin g , h is  d e c is io n  to tu rn  i t  o v e r  

to the co u n try .  My ow n p e r s o n a l  v ig n e tte  of m e m o r y  is  h e a r in g  Bob J a c k so n  

ta lk  abou t i t ,  b a c k  when Lyndon, I think, w as  a  C o n g re s s io n a l  s e c r e t a r y ,  in  

. e a r ly  '35. Somehow o r  o th e r ,  w ork ing  f o r  S enato r  T o m  Con n a l ly, he h a d  ̂— . 

se e n  the  p ic tu r e s  t h a t  w ould  b eco m e  a  p a r t  of the G a l le ry .

- I t  w as  a  d e l ic io u s ly ,  b eau tifu lly  done d in n e r ,  and then to a s t s ,  a few 

bu t good.  The m o s t  am u sin g  by M ellon h im se lf ,  w ho's^  often  c a l le d  r e t i r i n g  

o r  shy.  T onigh t he w as  de ligh tfu l - h e  ta lked  about the co m ic  s t r i p  "P e a n u ts '!  .. 

Snoopy, h is  dog, w as on top of h is  doghouse, and v o ices  w e re  w afted  up  to , 

h im , th ro u g h  the door.  A f te r  o th e r  r e m a r k s ,  one of the v o ic e s  sa y s ,  "L o o k  

o v er  t h e r e .  I  b e t  tha t som eth ing  you n e v e r  ex p e c te d  to s e e ."  And a n o th e r  

vo ice  s a y s ,  " F a n ta s t i c ." A f te r  w hich Snoopy s a y s ,  " I  can  a lw ay s  t e l l  w hen 

they  have  com e to m y Van Gogh." And then  he w ent on to a  l im e r ic k ,  m a d e  

up by  h im se l f ,  w hich I  l ik ed  b e c a u se  i t  a lso  c o v e r s  m y p re d ic a m e n t .

"I  n e v e r  w ith  confidence  know, if Van Gogh i s  Van Gock o r  V an Gogh, I 

a d m it  to m y  sham e , th is  chameleon nam e , m a k e s  m y  h i -b ro w s  f e e l  t e r r i b l y  

low.  But a  f r ie n d  of m ine  s a id  off the cuff, You m ig h t say  th a t  h is  n am e  w as 

Van Guff, But r e g a r d l e s s  I f e a r , What he did to h is  e a r , W as p l a y i n g  a  little 
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■U
too rough."

The opening w as  sch ed u led  fo r  abou t nine th ir ty .  We w e re  la te  getting  

th e re ,  in  fa c t ,  i t  w as c lo se  to 10:20 when we a r r iv e d .   M r.  and M r s .  P a u l  

M ellon  a n d  Johnnie  W alker  a r r iv in g  w ith  m e. We w en t up in  the e le v a to r ,  

w h ich  d id n 't  ru n  the n igh t of the Mona L is a  opening.  John  W alker  s a y s  he 

s t i l l  h a s  a  M ona L is a  u lc e r .

And th e re  in  tha t  m a g n if ice n t  g a l le ry  to see  the 200 o r  m o re  c a n v a s e s ,  

w e re  ab o u t 9000 peop le , f i l l ing  the h a l l s ,  and  ro o m s ,  and  c o u r ty a rd s ,  

l i s te n in g  to the th re e  o r c h e s t r a s .  I t  w as a  g r e a t  sp e c ta c le .  I  t r i e d  to 

r i s e  to  the o c c a s io n .   I  had  w o rn  m y  in a u g u ra l  co a t  o y e r  m y  Ayub Khan 

gown, and i t  w as  a  s o r t  of a  C indere lla  dea l,  b ecau se  I w as  going to t r y  to . 

g e t i t  off on the e a r l i e s t  m o rn in g  plane  to Lynda B i rd  in  Hollywood, so  she 

co u ld  w e a r  i t  th a t  n igh t fo r  a  c o ck ta i l  p a r ty .

I  w as  e s c o r t e d  along by John W alker , and M r.  and  M rs .  M ellon, M rs .  

 M ellon  B ru c e ,  who h ad  b een  the c o -h o s te s s  a t  the S u lg rav e , h a d  no t 

co m e  along to the G a l le ry .  She had  b een  i l l .  Many of the g u e s ts  d id  n o t  

com e to b ra v e  the c row d . I, happily , had  a l r e a d y  seen  a l l  the p a in t in g s ,  

h a d  a b s o rb e d  a l l  the b eau ty ,  and  so cou ld  ju s t  look and  re sp o n d  to, I  hoped , 

the c row d . I s ig n ed  the g u es t  book - the m o s t  r e c e n t  o ffic ia l s ig n e r  w as  

B r i t a in ’s P r in c e s s  M a rg a re t ,  l a s t  N ovem ber.

T h en  we to u re d  the long m a r b le  h a l l s .  O ccas io n a lly  I w aved  a t  people 

I knew; the O s c a r  Coxes, R ena  W eisl, M rs .  John Davis Lodge. M rs . M ellon
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lo oked  r e a l l y  s tunning , h e r  h a i r  a  b e a u tifu l  m a s s  of c u r l s ,  done, I  l a t e r

r e a d  in  the p a p e r ,  by  K enneth , fam ous  to a  lo t  of people . And w e a r in g ,

 so  C h a r lo t te  C u r t i s  sa id ,  quite  v ic io u s ly ,  "a  sh im m e r in g  tu rq u o is e  and  w hite  '

B a le n c ia g a  d r e s s ,  th a t  w o u ld n 't  s ta y  snap p ed  in back , d iam ond  and  p e a r l

........................................................................................................................ ........
je w e lry ,  and f a ls e  e y e la s h e s ".  T h e re  a r e  t im e s  when I think i t  is  w o r th  i t  

to s ta y  ju s t  a  m o u se ,  in  the w o r ld  of fash ion . • ^

It  w as  p u re ly  a  public  show. A bout 45 m in u te s  of f la sh in g  b u lb s ,  sm il in g  

and g re e t in g ,  w alk ing  and  m a k in g , I hope, a p p ro p r ia te  r e m a r k s ,  say ing  

goodby to John W alker  w ith  " I  can  co n g ra tu la te  you on a  m a rv e lo u s  q u a r t e r  

of a  c e n tu ry  of beau ty  a n d  s e r v i c e  fo r  the G a l l e r y ."  And one of the n ic e s t  

th ings  I  r e m e m b e r  w as  a  to a s t  to A ndrew  M ellon, who, a f te r ,  a l l ,  m ad e  i t  

a l l  p o s s ib le .

And then  goodnight to John W alker  and  the P a u l  M ellons , w ith  g r e a t  , 

g ra t i tu d e .  It had  been  a  glowing evening  in  m y  life .

And b a c k  a t  the White House a  l i t t le  p a s t  e leven . Lyndon lau g h s  a  l i t t le  

b i t  a t  m y  fo ra y s  in to  the w o r ld  of a r t .  I  have genuinely  en jo y ed  th em , b u t  

p e rh a p s  they c o n s id e r  m e  to ta l ly  a l ien .

T h e re  w as  an  in te r e s t in g  a r t i c le  in  the New York T im e s  abou t C o n g re s s

and the a r t s  by  H ow ard  Taubm an . * "H oneym oon con tinues  w ith  e m p h a s i s  on
• , ■ /,

ph ilosophy  r a th e r  than  e x p e n s e s ". To judge by l a s t  w e e k 's  h e a r in g s  b e fo re

Senate  A p p ro p r ia t io n s  S u b -co m m ittee  in  W ashington, L ove, a s  W in te rg re e n
!' ' /
T V ^  ■ . ■ - 1  .
1 ^  p re d ic te d  in  Of T hee  I  S in g , i s  s t i l l  sw eeping  the co u n try .  S e n a t o r  G ale  M cGee

of W yoming w as  in  the c h a i r  a s  C o m m it te e m an , r e p re s e n t in g  the m a je s ty  of
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the Senate . I  g a th e r e d  from Taubm an  th a t  the a m ia b le  c l im a te  to w ard  a r t  

is  v e r y  p r a i s e  w orthy , bu t m ay  not am o u n t to m uch , in  the su m s  involved, 

and a lso  f e a r s  th a t  they m ig h t  m e d d le  in how the g ra n ts  a r e  spen t.

I  h ad  a m o m e n t  with  M rs .  M ellon, to te l l  h e r  tha t the M agno lia  Soulangeana 

[fuller than] in the r o s e  g a rd en ,  w e re  fu ll of fa t,  soft, fuzzy  buds,- a  few  of them- 

^ y  ̂ show ing a  l i t t le  p u rp l is h  pink, bu t tha t  one in  the Jacq u e lin e  K ennedy g a rd e n  

looked  lik e  a  b a r e ,  d r e a r  sk e le to n .  She sa id ,  " L e t 's  ge t  to g e th e r  and  ta lk  

abou t i t ,  the  p lan ting  a l l  o v e r  the g ro u n d s ."  I 'd  love i t .

A ll  in  a l l ,  i t  w as  a  day p re c io u s  to m e ,  a f fo rd e d  e n t i r e ly  b y  m y  ro le  

h e r e  in  the W h i t e  H ouse , and  hot e a rn e d  by m y  knowledge o r  m y se l f .

■ # # # # # # # # #


