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It was a delightful, vaﬁed, wonderful day. Up early, coffee with
Lyndon, left on time for Spé.nish, two good hours, all seven of us there.-. .
Mezrcedes' garden)brilliant with yellow and purple crocus.

. Back at the White House, a bit of lunch, and thén an hour reading the
guest list for this afternoon, and the achievements of all the awardees; v
The Fosburgh®s came a little before the party, ‘and we had a quiet 30 minutes

upstairs, so that I could show him the Mary‘ Cassatt. : They lookedén the
ﬂ .

bureau) at the 11tt1e p1cture of Ellen Barry s portra1t of me, with the yellow |
» 1mpressmrust background, sé1d they loved 1t I showed them the bust of
-Lyndon, tﬁe?'.géhuinely 'seel;r.xed to like. it but, :alas-,_: there;, Qas not-anythingif.'.'.‘ ty
that he had brought doWn from New York,)t/ha‘t hé or I eitl;he_:r mmcrx were .

' er»thusmstm about acquiring for the Wh1te House.’

A very large Copley, but it's about 5 x 8 feet; I think hangmg it wou.ld '

pose a problem. , And one of Wmslow-. Homer, ,tha;t'he thinks is great -a ‘

farm scene, with an astronomical price tag. of- $125, 000, I think it's too

. much to consider.

.He was very intrigued when I showed him the transpa,r-e'ncies of the -
W hitridge 1 | y
Skaadxi , the H1ll, and the Thomas Moran, (m front of]wmch we may be

able to get, first as a loan, and then as a gift from C. R, Srm.th for the |

White House. He and I both agreed on the Thomas Moran - Lyndon leans to

the Whitridge. The several other things he had are Benjamin West Attribution, =

REAY

W estern painter in the manner of Remington and Russell, but nothiflg' that
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we are on fire about.
Then it was time to go downstairs for the presentation ceremonles of .
~ the National Gallery of Arts Awards to 25 teachers. As John Walker descnbed
e
them/varua,\s evels of educatmn, from kindergarten to college. They ve
been exceptionally successful in enriching the lives of young people through”
an understanding of the viSual arts.
The 25 award winnérs were in the front row, I joined them. ‘Jo.hn Walker s
' made sorhe very graceful remarks, Hadglg a kmd word to say about Ly’ndon s
: Nation's SR
: 1nterest in the arts - quotmg h1m VArt 1s the/most precious her1tage. (I‘m saymg)
at no“time in’our h1story have a Pres1dent anda Congress done so much to” ‘;"(‘"-"

Ao

o creaté an America in Wthh the arts have then proper place e f S i

-1 sa.t next to Paul Mellon, and when John Walker f1n1shed he ‘called off .
the names of the’ eward winh‘ers, and I rose to congratulate each of them and v
hand thern thero the really very ha.nasome gold rn‘e'dal.v- the $50(l 'ﬁvoold oome" Ll
- later. He read the citations for‘each of them,' they were a thrillirlg, _\.r'ariecl- '
lot, ranging from the very elderly and-fzerodite Dr. Irwin Benoski, one of
the greatest living art historians, Whose roster:of achievement.s,b awards, _ .
textbooks and membership's in such things ’as the »Briti‘sh A‘cé.demy, would
cover"a‘ pe.ge. ~And Dr; Ho“./a.rcl Connant, who oc‘cupies the same big leago.e
in the art world,
- o But‘qulte another side of Ame rlca, a Mr, W1lbur Stillwell of Verrrnlhon,
@ South Da.l_cota. l‘he very name thrllled me because I 11ke. to think hh;t\there

U '
are people all over,/ # make it interesting and exeiting for young people to
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get acquaintéd with‘.é.r:t, and I like to inclucie' them all in - Vermillion, South
Dakota aﬁd Rosebud, Texag, 'a.,hd Vérbena, .Alabé.fna. - not just the east
coast, |

~And tlhere. wére a couple, thé ..-Iohn Souchus of Minneapolis,. both teache,rs,' :
who between them‘,»ha’.d rolled up_ai,'totafl-ofbo. yejars téachiﬁg-;rt.r

There were‘v two Texas v.vi_nners,‘v Mrs. E A. Smith qf Houston, and a

Miss Sybil Brown of San Antonio, We had lots to say to each other about my
‘ “how '

'for'thcoming trfp to San Antonio. Kind words of’a'.bout/the folks at home felt -

about us,

One of the most thrilling of all,)éas, Mrs. Alvin .Bipﬁs,-- Aofl'.Toledo, Ohio . ¢ .,

DL R

whds ¢ made it so interesting for children from kindergarten throung"h the
eighth gra.de,/go to the museums,}tﬁat the averé.gé Toldeo child now makes
six visits a year to the Mliseum,- Art cannot exist in a vacuum, itls people

liking it that makes it important, it seems to me. And my hat was off to

Mrs. Bipus.

And then there was a Miss Marie Larkin. Her award was because she
was an original thinker zmd in the field of art education for children, !'' One

of the greatest needs of our society,' she said, 'is to teach people to be

.intelligeﬁtly alone with thems'elv_es,' and the art museum provides a source .

. o ,
for all in that respect.' That struck a very responsive chord in me.

All in all, it was a thrilling series of citations for various works in the

~world of art, and I was mighty proud to participate, .
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' | : We‘.d inrrited -l:he .Senators and‘the Congressmen of each of the aw‘ardt
 winners, and a great rnany of 'vthern were‘ there, The Frank Churchs, the
: John Sherman Coopers (no”surpnse). the Peter Frehnghausens, they are .
‘usually oreSen; at anything that is art minded;vVance Hartke; Ab’igail and
Gene McCarthy;‘the' Mcé}overns; eftrachive /a;oung William Morehead' th.e‘
(3R 4V E
Hugh Scotts of Pennsylvama, Leonore Sullivan, em¢ the women members
_ who workjat her job,/in a very thorough fash1on, it seems to me; and
Mrs. John Tower. '
%s a good represents.tion of C_ong'ress 'there, to my' surp‘rise, since
it was the m.iddlne of the ‘s.fternoon_.g . .’ B
@ | 'I‘d'inv.ited Mary's‘;step.-da;ughter av.vnd. steo-son-in-law; ‘tvhe Sidpey -
Bro'dys»,_ .sh(','\. '_s _onli ;he ‘a_rt Board fm_L_os .Anogel‘es, Californi.a,‘ st the‘irl wonrlerfol R
znuseum. | B
_And_ very paAtricia_n Mrs. Adelin_e ‘Breesvkin.; There were quite a few of
. the donors o:E. the Mellon »Gallery there; vsrions members:of the Kress fs.mily,
'sorne I_notioe, _carne from Texas; and ba brace of the Havermey_erramil.y. | o
And some donors to the White House too. | |
Young Richard D1etr1ch, but I was sorry I didn't get to rne et the 'g1rl
" he's engaged to, the dauahter of the N1cholas Blddlef.':s - she was at home s1ok
There was Bobby N-erma:n, who'd-given me such an enchanti_ng day,fg/oing

through his own home in New Yorkg it is really a museum,.

And Charles Engelhards; and Nancy Kefauver, who is decorating.

L4
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em bassies.
. And Ihad ésked some friends of my‘own to see the White Heuse'.in )

| m——

action? Mary Johnson Hazelton; Miss Genevieve Hendricksp a.n? art group

~ ought @o be her cup of tea; and some young people', ' in_cluding the new 'in-l.aw

. of the family-, Molly'Shulman, whose brother married Becky, hei' date Phillip -

Patman, Peggy Pickle and her da.te, and the extremely elegant daughter of o

_ Jane Engelhard Mrs, Sarnuel Reid.

- We a.sked art cr1t1cs Mr. Tzi/bman, Mr Getiz‘m% Mr. Winchester from

e

-Antiques Magazme. An_d museum directorsp a cross section of people, who

for llbw}e"erﬁ?honey, -or knowledge, are a part of the world of art.
After the ‘last award was handed out, I receivedj'everyone in t’h%’v Blue

Room and then we went into the State Dining Room for refreshments.  Irish

W hiskey for St.. Pai:rick'S'Day, the first time it's been served in the W'hite"

House, I'll bet, and not a soul wanted tea. It was a émashing‘ success,

I covered the robrn, visiting. Mr, Paul Mellon stood by.me and i_ntrod'uce,d-_

'~ a great many of the guests, and I was one of the last to leavé,_ myself, about

...4:30/

"\Af/th a bit of time to rest 1n between, before Charles and Jane Engelhard*,e-/
and Senator Mansfield and Maureen,/c/ame up,/o/th Lyndon. We weren't
going to be able to goto their birthday party tonight, because I was gomg to
. , v _ -

the Mellon dinner, Lynden had a book of American history,){nd a late picture..

for his birthda.yvpresenti. B S R B B
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We had a half hours visit, Jane Engelha.rd and Charles looked at the -‘
e

: ,glossy of the Winslow—Home rp James Fosburgh had »told‘them about it, but

I'm no salesman, and I‘really think it's too expensive,-
Iam always amazed at how much Lyndon rhakes his time count, each

rhemeh.t. ‘He was charming to Senator Mansfield, He 'truly likes for his

 own blrthday to be noticed, and he was practlcally spoomng the 1cmg on the

o/
cake/for Sena.l:or Mansfleld's b1rthday, “in the brlef half hour we spent

~a~<.v-.r

together.

There was just time to put on my iOvely, new dress, gold brocade fr_om

e e e e 4t m

Pakistan, made up by Mollie Parnesg, and have a‘hair comb, before Ileft " = i
a.lone., for the Mellon dinner at 'the-Sulgrave Club. | ’ R
There were pictures as I entered but no 'e,ove”rege'ixis_ide, : a;ru_ie of o

the Clubg, which makes for a genuinely relaxed evening. The iﬁvitation s e

“had said a éfriéillldirmer'party,’/\ there were about a hundred! . SRS A

q

hev'Ca.b'i.r{et, ihe Fowlers and the Udalls;' from tlre Congress; Bill and

Betty Fulbr1ght, Clint and Henrietta Anderson, he's looklng qulte old they ~

" are both my dear favorltes, the George and Helen Mahons, he's on the

Sm.iths.onian Board I believe it is, an_d rather to my ama_zement,_‘very' often
shows up at art gatherings.

And there were everi so many donors to the Gallery - Havermeyers,

' and Kress'; arid Mrs. Chester Dale - to quote Chariotte Curtis "elegant,

Diamond and emerald 'decked”; ‘t‘h'e Norman Cou'sirxs, we spoke"of;._'{ﬁck
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Valenti. They said, ""He's a voracious reader" wlth obvious admiration. .
—"
And the French Ambas sador and Madam"Lucet,( all the pa1nt1ngs are French
1mpress1on1sts, 1t's 50 f1tt1ng for them to come. The Wlnthrop Aldr1ch9;s o
a charming museum curator, Mr. Robertson of Vlrgmla, who made me
want to come down to Virginia/t/o see what he's done,
’ next : '
I loved sitting /to Paul Mellon at dinner, who talked about the genesis
of the .National Gallery, his father's collecting, his decision to turn it over
to the oountry. My own personal vignette of mem ory is hearing Bob Jackson

talk about it, back when Lyndon, I t}hi‘nk, was a Cohgressional sbecre‘,tar’y, in

) ‘.early.?.'35.v__, . ‘_Som_:ehowMo_;,_p_the‘r,‘ :workAing' Io:,Sen_ator Tom ,.Copnq_l,ly;-_“he.-had ——

seen the pictuxjes that;:v_vould become a part of the Gallgry.

It was a deliciously, -b'eautifully..done dinner, and then toasts, a few - .

“but good. The most amus1ng by' Mellon h1mself thsf often called ret1r1ng :

or shy. - To:nght he was dehghtful - he talked about the comic stnp “Peanuts"

‘Snoopy,b his dog, was on top of his doghouse, and voices were wafted up to -

“him, through the door., After other remarks, one of the voices says, ''Look

\,

over thera. I bet that"something you never expected to see." And another
voice says, ”Fantastic. " After which Snoopy says, "Ican always tell when
they have come to my Van Gogh.'" And then he went on to a limerick, made

up by himself, which I liked because it also covere my predicament.
¥ I never with confidence know, if Van Gogh is Van Gock or Van Gogh, I

adfnit to my sham e, this Garmeliaw name, makes my hi-ofo_w'S’foel"vt‘erribly '

‘low. But a friend of mine said off the cuff, You might svay that his name was

- . i
_ Van Guff, But regardless I fea.r, What he did to his ear, Was playmg a htw




'MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

i B ' WASHINGTON o . _ . o
Thursday, March 17, 1966 ~ | o Page 8 -
too rough.

‘The opening was scheduled for about nine thirty. We were late getting’

there, 1n fact, it was close to 10:20'when we arrived. .Mr. and Mrs. Paul -

Mellon and Johnnie Walker arriving with me. We» went up in the elevator‘,,

Which didn't run the night of the Mona Lisa qpe_n"mg, _ John Walker says he

still has.a Mona Lisa ulcer,

'And there in that magnificent gallery to see the 200 or more canvases, -

were :about.f}OOO people, filling the halls, and rooms, and coulxv:.tyards:,,‘

hstenmg to the three orchestras. It was a great spectacle. I tried to

rise :to:the occasmn. - I-had worn my 1naugural coat.over my I\%;{han LAty

gown,. and it'was a sort ofa c1ndere11a deal, because I was gomg to try to. -

/

get it off on the earliest mOrhin'g plane to Lynda Bird in HollywoOd; 's'o she

could wear it that night for a cocktail pa'r'ty.

Iwas escorted along by‘ John Walker, and Mr, and Mrs. Melloq, Mr}s'.

- HmmMellon Bruce, who had‘been the co-hostess at the Sulgrave, had not

come along to the Gallery. She had been ill. Many of the guests dld not
come to brave the 'crowd I, happlly, had already seen all the pamtlngs,
had absorbed all 'the.beauty, and so could Just look and respond to, 1 hoped,

the crowd. I signed the guest book - the most recent official signer was

‘Britain's Princess Margaret, last November.

Then we toured the long ma rble halls. Occasionally I waved at people

I knew; the Oscar Cox*, Rena Weisl, Mrs. John Davis Lodge.. Mr3. Mellon

- "\'
o

fse
A N s
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looked really stunning, her hair a beautiful mass of curle,

. read in the paper, by Kenneth, famous to a lot of people,

done, Ilater -

And Qearing, ,'

so Charlotte Curtis said, quite v1c1ously,\ a shimmering turquoise and white

‘ Ba.lencié.ga dre‘ss, that wouldn't stay snapped in back, diamond and’pearl

o~

£ e~
o
I

/4

jewelry, and false eyelashes. Thereé are times when I think it is worth it .

to stay just a mouse, in the world of fashion,

It was purvelyfa public show, About 45 minutes of flashing bulbs, ‘<smiling

and greeting, wa‘lking‘ and making, I hope, appropriate remaiks,"sa.ying

goodby to John Waiker with "I can cbhgratula.te you on a marvelous quarter

. vof a century%eaiuty and service for the Gallery. "~ And one ofb'the‘ni‘c.est

Ry

things I remember was a toast to Ahdrew Mellon, who, after all, made it -

all possible.

And then goodnight to John Walker and the Paul Mellons, with great .

gratitude. It had been a glowing evenin'g in m‘y‘ life.

And back at the ‘White House a little past eleven. . Lyndon laughs a 11ttle o

bit at my forays into the world of art., I*ha-d genumely en;oyed them, but '

perhaps they consider me tdtaily alien.

There was an 1nterest1ng artlcle in the New lYork Times a.bout Congress

)\

and the arts by Howard ’I‘ﬁbman. ' Honeymoon continues with em phasis on

i

philosophy rather than expenses.» To judge by last week's hearings before’

Senate Appropnatmns Sub-committee in Washlngton, £)ve as Wmtergreen

/-
predx:ted in Of Thee I Smg,t is st111 sweepmg the country.

of Wyomlng was in the chair as Commlttee_m@{q, representmg the majesty qf

Senator. G'al.e McGee




MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Thursday, March 17 1966 . - —_— Page 10 -

‘the Senate. I gatherem ’I%bman that the amiable climate toward art

is very praise worthy, but may not amount to much, in the sums 1nvolved, :

and a.lso fea.r's that they might Be#meddle in liow_ the gr.'ants are spent, '

1 had a moment with Mrs. Mellon, to tell her that the Magnoha Soulangea.na '

tfuller thaxgthe rose garden//ere full of fat, soft, fuzzy buds, a few of the:m

showmg a little purpllsh pink, but that one in the Jacqueline Kennedy.garden e

looked like a bare, drear _skeieton. She said, ''Let's get together aﬁd ‘talkf‘

about it, the planting all over the gi’oﬁhds.f‘ I'd love it.

-~ Al in all, it was a day precious to me, afforded entirelyvby- my rOle £

) here in the Whlte House, and not earned by my knOWIedge or myself

-

232222222




