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T h is  is  one of those  days of s leep in g  d e ligh tfu lly  la te ,  a c tu a l ly  ge tting  

s t a r t e d  abou t 10 w ith  coffee and ju ice  in  m y ro o m .

T a lk ing  w ith  B e s s ,  w ith  H elen  abou t the things I n eed  to take  on m y  

Big B end  w eekend  t r ip ,  and a c tu a l ly  m y  a c c o m p lish m e n ts  w e re  z e r o  for 

the m o rn in g .

The big even t of the day w as  lunch w ith  the w ives  of so m e  of the m e n  

who do the m o s t  fo r  Lyndon and m e .  I h ad  a s k e d  them  fo r  w h a t I hoped  

w ould  be a n  in t im a te ,  se lf - in d u lg e n t,  am u sin g ,  g e t - to -k n o w -y o u  s o r t  of 

o c c a s io n .

B e s s  and  T ru d y  C alifano , and L iz ,  and  M a ry  Jane  C a r t e r ,  a n d  L ibby  _ 

C a te r ,  M rs .  Bob F lem in g ,  A shton, C lay  M c P h e rso n ,  Jud ith  M o y e rs ,  

L i l l ia n  R eedy , M rs .  R o g e r  S tevens (I h av en ' t l e a r n e d  y e t  to c a l l  h e r  

C h r is t in e ) ,  M a ry  M a rg a re t ,  and love ly  l i t t le  M a ria n  W atson, a n d  C h r is t in e  

S tugard .

We m e t  a t  the pool a  l i t t le  p a s t  tw elve. N e a r ly  every b o d y  in  sw im m in g  

s u i t s ,  bu t n o t ev e ry b o d y  in sw im m ing . P len tifu l  Woody M a ry 's  an d  soft 

d r in k s .  B e s s ,  tha t n a tu r a l  a th le te ,  i s  a  good sw im m e r ;  and L ibby  C a te r ;  

and b lond M a r ia n  W atson in  a  p lea ted  p ink  bathing su it  looked  r ig h t  off a  

V alen tine .

About ten  of the f if teen  of u s ,  sw am  or d ra p e d  a ro u n d  the poo l, I  d id  

m y  m in im u m  of 20 la p s ,  and then  we w ent u p s ta i r s ,  b o r ro w e d  L u c i 's

 
q u a r t e r s ,  the f i r s t  t im e  I ’ve e v e r  had  a  p a r ty ,^  in  the s o la r iu m ,  and  i t  w as
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a b so lu te ly  d e ligh tfu l .  B e s s  h a d  a  buffet, a  yellow  c o v e re d  tab le ,  w ith  a  

b e au tifu l  f r u i t  c e n te rp ie c e .  A qui che l o r r a in e ,  and th a t 's  w hat we a l l  ta lk ed  

about. Two big  c o v e re d  s i lv e r  d ish e s ,  w ith  f la m e  u n d e r  them  - s h r im p  

and  lo b s te r  I  b e l ie v e  they w e re ,  w ith  r i c e ,  and a  g re e n  s a la d .  And a  m o s t  

h a n d so m e  s t r a w b e r r y  d e s s e r t .  It w a s  a  co m p le te  change of p ace  f ro m  

any th ing  I 'v e  e v e r  done in  the White H ouse . It m ade  a  v e r y  r e l a x e d  and 

d i f fe re n t  a tm o s p h e re ,  an d  everybody  re sp o n d e d  by becom ing  d i f fe re n t  

p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  I t  w a s n ' t  a s  good as  C am p  David, fo r  the p u rp o se  I  h ad  in  

m in d , but i t  w as  the r ig h t  tem po fo r  getting  to know you b e t t e r .

; ' T h e  h u sb an d s  of so  m an y  of these, w o m en / h a v e  given su ch  long  h o u r s ,  ‘  ̂ •

w .  I  w an ted  a  few  h o u rs  o f-in tim acy , of say ing  thanks ,  of l i s te n in g  to th e i r  ' "

s to r i e s .  P a r t i c u l a r ,  the new M rs .  Bob F le m in g ,  M a ry  Jane  C a r t e r ,  whd*si^ 

b e e n  w ith  us  so long, b u t whom we se e  so se ldom ; the sam e fo r  L i l l ia n  R eedy .

M r s .  R o g e r  S tevens, who ju s t  b ru s h e s  the p e r ip h e ry  of o u r  l iv e s ,  w hose 

h u sb an d  adds  a  c e r t a in  l u s t e r  in  a  seg m e n t of th is  so c ie ty  t h a t  we don' t touch  

m u ch .

Along w ith  d e s s e r t ,  we began te lling  s to r i e s ,  and C h r is t in e  S tu g a rd  

cam e up w ith  s o m e  de ligh tfu l ones about the m a i l ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  w hat our  

young c o r re s p o n d e n ts  a sk .  One youthfu l^sA  s tu d en t h a d  w r i t t e n  in , " D e a r  

M rs .  Johnson: W ill you p le a se  te l l  m e why M ichael A ngelo 's .  M o ses  h as  

h o r n s .  " I  hope she looked i t  up fo r  h im ; I c o u ld n 't  have  a n s w e re d  it .

B e s s  to ld  them ab o u t the d i s c r e e t ,  e ff ic ien t,  p le a s a n t  W hite  Hou se  

o p e r a to r s ,  who a r e  a lw ays  try in g  to p ro te c t  u s ,  to p lay  d e te c t iv e  fo r  us .
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who do su ch  a  w o n d erfu l  job r e a l ly .  And then one n igh t,  w hen she  w as

try in g  to pu t a  show to g e th e r ,  she , B e s s ,  r e c e iv e d  a  te lephone c a l l  f ro m

an  h a r a s s e d  White H ouse o p e ra to r ,  who sa id  she h ad  a  p a r ty  on the l in e ,  '

who k ep t on in s i s t in g  th a t  he w as  G re g o ry  P e c k .  The o p e ra to r  thought i t

w as  p u re  hoax, bu t no, t h a t 's  j u s t  who B e s s  needed  a t  the m o m e n t .  -

L u c i 's  f in g e r  d raw ing , le f t  on the p ic tu re  window fro m  h e r  b i r th d a y  " ‘

p a r ty ,  the sh e lv e s  of b e e r  m u g s  f ro m  m an y  c o l le g e s ,  the funny p ic tu r e s ,  ^

a l l  s ta m p  i t  a s  L u c i 's  ro o m , and  a  few of them , A sh ton  e s p e c ia l ly ,  s h a re d

i t  w ith  L u c i.  ;

When they  le f t-a  l i t t le  after^ttireey^T 'thought i t  h ad  b e e n  a  good id e a ,  'vV’-.o’v

It h ad  gone o v e r  abou t g rad e  B . 'n o t  b e t te r ,  th ro u g h  a l l  of B e s s ' s  s ta g e  ' ‘

s e t t in g  A p lu s .  It w as  a  c h e m is t ry ,  a  c a ta ly t ic  a ffec t ,  th a t  the h o s te s s

a lo n e , can  p ro v id e .  I  t r ie d ,  bu t I d id n 't  quite  get the f i r e c r a c k e r s  going. ■ ■-

One of the n ice  m o m e n ts  w as  to d is c u s s  w ith L ibby C a te r  t̂ h e r e d e c o r a t i n g '■

on the th i rd  f lo o r .   I 'd  h a d  the lo v e l ie s t  l e t t e r  f ro m  h e r .  S he 's  one of m y

fa v o r i te s  in  th is  r e a l ly  v e r y  a t t r a c t iv e  g roup  of young peop le . ^

Then  in to  A sh to n 's  office, to l i s t e n  to L uc i r e a d  h e r  b i r th d a y  note to

Lynda^ the b u rd e n  of w hich is  L ive , L ive , L ive .   S h e 's  send ing  i t  ou t by

a sp e c ia l  m e s s e n g e r  - Woody - on w hat we c a l l  ' 'h is p lanes" - A m e r ic a n  A i r l in e s
c c i-  O

g r e a t  m a s s  of eye m akeup , w hich  she obviously  d o e s n 't  th ink  Lynda B i r d  

w ill  r e a l ly  know how to u s e .

J u s t  a s  I s e n t  out m y  In a u g u ra l  coa t.

I spen t the nex t h o u r ,  t ry in g  on c lo th es  w ith  B e s s  and H e len  - h e m s .
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d e c is io n s ,  a c c e s s o r i e s .  What a

A l i t t l e  w o rk  w ith  A sh ton  and  signing  of m a i l .

L iz ,  of a l l  th ings ,  had a  c a l l  f ro m  Liynda a nd G eo rg e .  It w as  a  s o r t  

of a n  S. O. S. G eorge  sa id ,  " I t ’s a n o th e r  A lam o. W e 're  b e s ie g e d  on a l l  

s id e s .  "T h e re  p ro b le m  w a s ,  he was hav ing  a  c o c k ta i l  p a r ty  fo r  som eth in g  

o v e r  a  h u n d re d  Hollywood p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  to in tro d u c e  Lynda B i r d  to th e m ,’ 

how shou ld  he hand le  the p r e s s ?  L iz ,  r e a l ly  p le a se d ,  I th ink, th a t  they 

shou ld  c a l l  on h e r ,  and  Lynda B ird  d o e s n 't  often  do that, s u g g e s te d  tha t  

w hen  Lynda w as  a l l  d r e s s e d  to go to the f ro n t  doo r,  o r  the f ro n t  gate  of a  

p r e t ty  p lace  of th e i r  cho ice , and give them  five m in u te s  to take p ic tu r e s ,
I ' , ■ .

L. ^
- and  then so m e  re s p o n s ib le ,  d i s c r e e t  p e r so n ,  p e rh a p s  G eorge h im s e l f ,  c o m e  

out once o r  tw ice , p e rh a p s  a t  the end of the evening, and te l l  them  a  l i t t le  

b i t  abou t the p a r ty  - not le t  them  in s id e  - not m ake  a  R o m an  c i r c u s  of it,  

b u t  a f fo rd  them  so m e help .

L a te r  on, I fe l t ,  a p p a re n t ly  i t  had  w o rk ed  b e c a u s e  the p ic tu re s ,  the
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s to r i e s  w e re  a l l  delightful/^ in  the m o s t  u n p re d ic ta b le ,  and often cruel, 
l i t t le

J,

and  kookie c ity ,  m y /  Lynda B i r d  f a r e d  v e ry  w ell.

T h e re  w as one s a d  m o m en t,  when Ann Hand c a l le d  to say  goodbye to m e .  

She and Lloyd, Cathy, and  B r id g e t ,  and  T hom as, and L loyd, and  Susan, h a d  

a l l  p ack ed  up and le f t  in  one day ' s t im e ,  to go b ack  to C a l i fo rn ia ,  w h ere  

L loyd is  going to ru n  fo r  L t.  G o v e rn o r .  I  fe l t  a  b i t  h u r t ,  a  b it  s ad ,  to s a y  

goodby t o  them  so sw iftly , w ith  a  State D inner com ing up. T h is  is  a  o n c e -  

in  a  l i f e t im e  chance  fo r  h im . I know I m u s t  think of tha t f i r s t  and  I w ant



/ —'

MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

F r id a y ,  M a rc h  18, 1966 P ag e  5

Lyndon to. B ut th e y 'r e  gone and I f e e l  th a t  I have le t  a  y e a r  p a s s  in  w hich  

I d idn ' t c o m e  c lo se  enough to them  an d  r e a l ly  e x p r e s s  m y  a p p re c ia t io n  fo r  

them  being  a  p a r t  of the te a m . T h a t I cou ld  do and  not depend  on Lyndon, 

so  I hope I w il l  l e a r n .

I t  h ad  b e e n  a  v e r y  h a r d  day fo r  Lyndon. It w as  a f t e r  e igh t w hen  we' 

ta lked , and  he sa id ,  " L e t 's  have  som ebody  q u ie t  and  e a s y  over ,  to  e a t  

w ith  u s .  " I  re m in d e d  h im  that m o s t  people  had eaten th is  t im e ,  an d  s u r e

enough, w hen  I c a l le d  the D easo n s , they h ad  a l r e a d y  had  d in n e r ,  b u t  they  

cam e  to s i t  w ith  u s  and  have  coffee and  d e s s e r t ,  and keep  Lyndon com pany . 

T hey  c a m e  abou t n ine , i t  w as  one of those  d e c e l e r a t i n g  t im e s ,  w hen  Lyndon 

c o m e s  down off the m oun ta in ,  so to sp eak . '

We ta lk e d  a b o u t  people  w h o 'd  b een  in  the' NYA, w h e re  they  a r e  now. 

A bout  o u r  v a r io u s  f a m il ie s  of b e a g le s  and  w h e re  the D eason  c h i ld re n  

a r e  going to co lleg e .  ■

And w hen Lyndon w ent in  to have a m a s s a g e ,  B il l  a c c o m p a n ie d  h im  to 

ta lk ,  I sa id , " Je a n n ie ,  com e on in  w hile  I  get a rub  too. "

I t ' s  w onderfu l  to have f r ie n d s  tha t you can  fe e l  th a t  c lo se  a ro u n d .

• But i t  w as  an  e a r ly  n ight, a  day of t ry ing , and not v e r y  m u c h  a c h ie v e - 

m e n t .

# # # # # #


