MEMORANDUM . 4
' THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOﬁ :

- Monday, March 21, 1966 . | . I, Pé,ge 1

I had breakfast with Lyndon 'aboutv nine; his room is .like a staff
méeting for about two hours eé.ch morning. It'# v‘er.y“h‘a;:d to find tifhe_e for
‘a personal.t;alk; |
And then, Becaus.é it's a day when the pub‘lic is noﬁ }.1.ere,' é,nd becé.ﬁse N
the sun was shiningABright,_‘ 1 went down to Mr A‘We»s't an& Mr.;bK.e‘tc‘_hu..m, to
the State Dining Room, to look at the lovely -fa.br’ics. for the dr‘a_..pes, and the
chairs ‘and the two dra;wﬁngsf\__Mrs. ASmi.th' ahd Mrs. Brown of the MacMillan
Company had left. I want tb. make up my own rr;in.d‘/’\’jvﬁi‘ch I really iiked;.'
best, but wha.t Mr duPont says to me. when I see h1m in Aprll,%ll have a

- lot of beanng
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- Bess was on the first floor walking bthrough the 'paces with Syiw;*ia.'

i
'
‘
i

Synﬁngfon. | th1nk Jimmie and Sy1v1a w1ll be wonderful in the protocol
job, but I am sad at Lloyd a.nd Ann lea.vmg, and I feel that I did not do all |
that I _cpuld to 1pcorporate them into our fam11y, |

Woik at m.y desk, with the mail. .Signiﬁg a picture for Z_,.ep}.ly:r"s birth-
day, the 23rd or 24th oné she'.s b.een with us." _Meetiﬁg L1z "Carpe:nter’_.s |
brother; and then downstair§ to have my picturé,' -\';vith' Mrs. Alice }.E{;)osevelt"
Longwofth and Russell Train, receiving an album of pictures of wild life - |
in Africa. This is the publicity for the movi-'_e Born Free, the prerﬁier to "
benefit th;e Wwild Life Organi;zation. |

I as_ked Mrs, Longworth and Judge Train,/to come upstairs and have tea
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with me. It was an extrmrdinary hour. She's one of the most vivid people

I've ever known, also rather frightening. She told a story abOut Bobby

_ Kennedy//bemg like the macaw parrot, ‘at least in her fast staccato voice,

that was what I understood the bird to be. This bird, gentlevna.tured_ for

Centuries, would land_ on the back of a sheep, pluck out a little tuft of wool,~
to help make its nest. And then one day,. some macaw parrot, plucked too

deep, and tasted blood, and developed an addiction to it and from then on,

the macaw parrot would light on the back of sheep, disembow'lfthern, ‘SO

she expressed it, ahd leave thern to die. I t was a quite horr1b1e story.

She said she had told it to Bobby him self I had no comment Whatsoeve'r, R

and hope she does not supply me with one._ _ 2 ' ‘ , ;

Then she wa.s very 1nterestedabout Lynda Blrd There aresomany o
q?a.otealdle thinge to say about Lynda Bird,‘ and so _few that Ifeell want,to
quote; ~.?to be properly discr'eet. is to be very dull indeed.’

: M;;s.‘_ Longworttz said she'd see.n‘ in the .paper,)t{iat Lynda YB'ird had
gone to ohu_rch with Geor ge and his mother, at'the.Christiani S’oientilst‘v

Church, I said yes.

Vve all laughed at the rather d1verse re11g1ous 1nterest in the lives of

'

the Johnson family. Russell Train sa1d presently/\ we were belng qulte

‘ecumenical, Mrs. Longworth said, ra.ther more picturesquely -”All the

way from the Vlrgln Mary to Mary Baker Edd1e "o

We reminisced about the White House Russell Tra1n 5 father ha.d been -
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‘Naval Aide to Pr'e_sidenthoovér. 'I‘here hé.d been a time, v%rhén he was
10 years oid, 'whén he had sp‘ent-a night #x hére."‘ Qn;:é more, it \_;(zas 4
borné m on me, h;jw much such a thing means tq ‘even fhe most sophistica.;ed.
'Tha.t musi ‘ha.ve‘ bee.nv pearly 4YO>-yiears ago,A .a_nd.itr stilll-matters.y .
A\‘s—valwaysv, : I_Walked dolvvn,_,thel_s'tai.r s, Wifh_Mrs.. Longworth, to .sa.y
goociby. I want to give every measure of respect to her.; in so many wasrvsv'

I admire her. The nicest thing is she seems to &g truly like Lyndon..

While we were having tea, he strolled in, quite amazingly, in a He
silk dressing gown, in a plaid that outdid Joseph's éloak.}ér its wild colors, -
~ but barely covering his knees.. He's one of those rare people'%o meets "

w) her on her own terms, - I think she fecognizes in hirﬁ,}aéellow spi‘i'it, and

®

he al_wé.fs ,talks Wiéh h.erv./%g théugh',shé-i;were'v thé‘onbly person in the z;odm,"‘“ :
or certainly the most imﬁortaﬁt. | | | | - ,
The ,ﬁext litvt_'le'_se‘gment» of my day){vas Wwith Susan's beau;: Gary Sodot;:jr, ,

a s'cotch in the Queen's Room,. and half h.éx.r.r or SO qf té.lking'of Susan.. ’Hve‘
kept on repeating the _words- "She's sol kizid,1 she's so honest'. He seems
genuinely d_evoted, he did not hbwever/éver‘.-telll rﬁe that he’drasked her tb _ o
marry him, nor did he séecify any-.time at which he was going .to tryi to jseé.'
her., He graduates from Dental school in Jﬁne, but there are ahead/the B
years at interning, He's specia_lizing\i.n Ofthodc;ntigt wérk. "IHe'-s a vézjy nice,

| peréOnablg young man‘and I> liked him. YH‘e‘had studied for thg Priesghood»a‘r'

w) couple of year, and then decided it was not for hii;n,}{a.nd had gotteﬁ out. And
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'I think, perhaps, it is his yearning~ to do something for sotnebody that

draws him to Susan, It was his hirthday/\ he was delighted to be here, '
and I feel that at least I'am domg 3 little somethmg for Susan, mvestmgv,z.;,vi_.\
that -
- with him, and I feel gu1lty}1mt I am not d01ng more,
Then I dressed quickly and went over to the State Deéartrhent, for
a small dinner that was glven by the buS1est man in town, Secretary of
| ,. State Rusm and Mrs. Rusk for the 15 White House Fellotvs, '
and their witres. | I stayed just for a dr1nk”w1th them, 'managed to meet
all the Fellows, talked with as many as I could They have qulte a little
| v enclave of then- own, and I think 1f there‘s one th1ng they've learned up
J _ here, it's thatvpublic servants work hard and keep no regula.r hoxir‘s, that -
is, those at the_top;, : .
Back at the White House,. I found that‘I.da Mey Cain hati arri‘ved_. - Jlm |
is returning from Viet Na‘.m‘ tonight and with him Earl Ruo.der. ide. May
~ and I went dowhstairs to 100k}é’1ce"more at the drapery fabrics for the
TSR

State Dining Room in the night lights, those in the main entrance hall, I

want to see them in all possible circumstances. I want this to be a good

choice for the next
1 hope that nobody in the future th1nks of Mrs. Lyndon Johnson s taste '

STALEIRE
{destoes 0/ 7
asL denial ojPremdent Chester Arthur s,
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Lyndon came home for dinner at 16:0C bringing Bill Moyers with him.

 And the four-of us sat down -- grace by Ida May'. And Jim and Earl Rudder

arrived shortly afterwards. They had dined in the pla.ne. So we sat and talked.
Jim saidfthey had never been outs:.de of the noise of firing. His main interest

was hospitals. It seems that AID has built quite'a few there.. Staffing them is

another pr.oblem and a serious lack, Instead of brmgmg Vletnamese here in

P

the States \x_rbt:fteach’,@ trammg, perhaps to Hawaii.

- getting ‘
Earl Rudder is 1nterested in agrlculturﬁ /xrxtechmcal know-how to them,

those fatter pigs and more productxve sweet potato vines . The years have taken

- a great deal of the’ ﬁre out of the young Lleutenant,\ths climb %’the chalk cliffs

v

a%zd the assa.ult on Normandy. He is rather heavy set and quiet these days very

L dependable 1ook1ng

Everybody else dlspersed a little past 11: CO but Lyndon sat up until 2: 00

domg his mght readmg
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