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MEMORANDUM

J
THE WHITE HOUSE

W A S H I N G T O N

S a tu rd ay , M a rch  2 6 , 1966 P a g e '1

V

L yndon had the b e s t  n ig h ts  s le e p  h e 's  had in  a lon g  t im e .  It w a s  n e a r ly  

1C:CO w hen w e aw ok ed .J
sM«nza>

r
S u san  w o re  a ba lon  b r id a l v e i l ,  d ar lin g  and e lg j a ei ^  and h er  fa th er  ^tood  

b e s id e  h er  and a n sw er e d  the M in is te r 's  q u estio n  w hen he s a id , "Who g iv e s  th is  ; 

w om an in  m a r r ia g e ? "  "Her m oth er and I d o ."  A ll  of us l ik e  th a t . •

C h r is t 's  C hurch is  so  im p r e s s iv e  that anyone m a r r ie d  th er e  in  fr o n ts  of 

God and G eo rg e  W ashington  and R ob ert E . L ee  m u st be a s  p erm a n en tly  m a r r ie d  

a s  any R om an C a th o lic .

M y e y e s  w e r e  v e r y  m u ch  on T ru d i^ . She look ed  so  s e r e n e  and q u iet and  

a c ce p ta n t, and so  v e r y  lo v in g  as  though "this is  a ll  I can  do  ̂ a s  far  a s  I can  g o ."

F r o m  the C hurch w e w ent to th e ir  hom e to  a r e c e p t io n . P ro b a b ly  a p r e -

rev o lu tio n a ry  h o m e , fu rn ish ed  w ith  d eligh tfu l a n tiq u es , v e r y  m u ch  the r e c o r d  

of th e ir  l iv e s  to g e th e r , and w arm  w ith  p ic tu res  and books and g. f ir e p la c e  

and w indow s that open onto the g a rd en . ■a
T h ere  w e r e  about ICC g u ests  - -  Tom  Co(bhrair, Joe F o w le r  s a id , "T his i s  

m y  o ld e s t  fr ien d  in  W ash in gton ."  And L o re tta  H op k in s, th e ir  n ex t door n e ig h b o r s .  

T h ere  w e r e  a lo t  o f p ic tu r e s  and gay ch atter  about yoi^r^getting in  p r a c tic e  for  

L u c i. 35K And then  w e rode back to the W hite H ouse about 12:3C.
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A be cam e to lu n ch . He a lw a y s co m es  at a ll of the c r i s e s  o f our l i v e s .  

Q uiet and w is e  and tough and u n d ersta n d in g , a lw ays hum or and c o m p a ss io n  

and c lo s e n e s s .

a s  to  w ork
____________________________________________________ _______ ___________________I

? n * m ^ ^ S p e ec R e? w i? n ^ !r ^ ^ F ? o v en so i^ ^ ^ d i^ ir i the Q u een s’ R oom  for  about an

hour and a h a lf .  One at the U n iv e r s ity , San Antonio w hen the lig h ts  a r e  tu rn ed

on-  ̂ and at F t . D a v is  - -  i t  sounded p retty  good .

I a lw a y s fe e l  b e tter  i f  I have^dit w o rk ed . T onight we w e r e  go in g  out to

d in n e r . L yndon had a c tu a lly  thought o f going to Cam p D a v id . E a r ly  th is

m orn in g  he s a id , " L et’s a sk  the M cN a m a ra s ."  But w hen I did  a t the w edding

rec e p tio n  M argy  had s a id , "No, w e c a n 't . We are  having a s m a ll  d in n e r . "But -

why don’t you co m e  and have d inner w ith  u s  ? " So at 8 :0 0 , in  b la ck  t ie  and m y  

Scul-
w hite s o rr y  ev en in g  d r e s s  w e w ent to the M cN am ara’s .  T he K a tzen b a ch ip ,

the W alt R o sto w is  and B arb ara  W ard,(jLady Jack so :^ w ere  th e o th er  g u e s t s .

But f i r s t  the room  w as fu ll o f young M argy M cN am ara’s f r ie n d s , hom e  

for Spring v a c a t io n , two KatzenbachiJs, her own friend  nam ed M a cA rth u r, w ith  

two or th ree  m o r e .  T h ese  stu d en ts w ere  from  the E a ster n  s c h o o ls .  T h ey  

lo o k ed , I can  on ly  s a y , d ifferen t from  the youth I have known f ir s t -h a n d . The
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m o s t  a ttr a c tiv e  w as the one nam ed  M acA rth u r, M argy 's  d a te , w as going to  

W o o d r o w  W ilso n  at P r in ce to n  and w as in te r e s te d  in  p o l i t ic s .

It w as a good even in g  for ta lk . The M c N a m a r a s  w ere  a s  brow n a s  cou ld  

be - -  ju s t  b ack  fro m  a p la ce  in  th e A lp s w h ere  th ey  had sk ie d . C ra ig 's  arm  

s t i l l  in  a c a s t .  The la s t  t im e  it  had b een  h is  l e g .  I know the jo y  th ey  h ave, 

b ein g  to g e th e r . The c lim b in g  of m ou n ta in s i s  w hat th ey  lik e  m o s t .  The n ext  

who a r e  on m y  l i s t  for such  a w eek  aw ay from  the grind a re  L yndon and D ean !

Bob M cN am ara and W alt R ostow  b egan  ta lk in g  about the tim e  w hen th ey

w e re  both a p p lica n ts  for a R hodes s c ho la r sh ip .  One had b een  a sk ed  to  d efin e  

" lib e r a lis m ” and then  " N a z ism " .  A nother had b een  a sk ed  to m a k e  a h og c a l l !

I found m y s e lf  s ittin g  next to  the A tto rn ey  G en era l fo r  a good part o f the  

e v e n in g .  H e 's  in te r e s t in g  to  l i s t e n  to  and ta lk ing about h is  ed u cation  at one

of the c o lle g e s  o f  - I su p p ose  it  i s  C a m b r i d g e  - c a lle d  V a lle jo .  He spoke of

how m an y  A fr ica n  stu d en ts th ere  w ere  th ere  - -  a g rea t d ea l of fo r e ig n e r s ,

e s p e c ia l ly  A fr ica n s  - -  and of how once on se e in g  a m o v ie  of a 

genuine A fr ica n  tr ib e , row ing a long in  a dug-out ca n o e , the au d ien ce  had

b roken  out im p u ls iv e ly  and h ila r io u s ly  in to a "row  V a lle jo , r o w " .

We ta lk ed  of W ashington and p o lit ic s  and th eir  e ffe c t  on our c h ild r e n s '  

l i v e s .  I u se  Lynda B ir d 's  old s ta te m e n t, "m om m a, th is  tow n w as planned  

for C o n g r e ssm e n  and th e ir  w iv e s , but not for th eir  c h ild r e n ."  And he sa id ,  

" Y es, i t ' s  a com pan y tow n ."   In te r estin g  e x p r e s s io n  for  our one m a in  m ea n s  

of livelihood, w ork ing for  the G o v ern m en t. '

L o v e ly  E ls peth R ostow  ta lk ed  about th e ir  h oney m o o n .  T he w ar w as ju s t
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fr e sh  o v e r , and th ey  had gone over, on som e so r t  of a r e s e a r c h  stu d y , and found

th e m s e lv e s  liv in g  in  an old c a s t le  in  A u str ia  .  H igh ce ilin g e d  e leg a n t

    ^
r o c o c o , qu ite d e v o i d  of c o m fo r ts .  On a d iet of cu cu m b ers?   And f l o u r  that

CARE p ack ages w ere  sen d in g  in ,  â nd th in , s l ic e d  s a l a m i  f o r  about th ree

m o n th s .  T h is  w as th e ir  in tro d u c tio n , to  m a r r ie d  life  and in tern a tio n a l . .

p o l i t ic s .

I w as look in g  at W alt w ith  the id ea  in  m ind that he m igh t p lay  so m e  part 

of a r o le  in  the v a ca n cy  le f t  by M cG eorge B undy. He had b een  d e lig h tfu l com pan y, ' 

fu ll o f id e a s  and v e r y  d ifferen t fro m  u s . If th e se  la s t  tw o y e a r s  p lu s have show n  

anyth ing, th ey  have show n L yndon's a b ility  to s tr e tc h  and en c o m p a ss  and w ork  

w ith  m en  v e r y  d ifferen t from  h im .

A s  a lw a y s  in  such  a gath er in g  I am  c o n s c io u s , and I w ond er i f  Lyndon i s  

c o n s c io u s , of th e d iffe re n c e  in  ed u cation a l backgrounds o f the m en  he d e a ls  w ith , 

and of w h ere  fate h as th ru st h im . I th ink a k een  a w a r en ess  o f th is  i s  a part of 

the m o tiv a tio n  of h is  b u ll- lik e  th ru st tow ard  ed u cation , h is  d e term in a tio n  that 

m o r e  and m o r e  peop le  sh a ll have it  a v a ila b le , even  i f  th ey  co m e from  Dime Box  

or R o s e b u d  or Johnson  C ity . If I cou ld  have ch o sen  an ev en in g  and a s e t  of 

com p an ion s I cou ld n 't have p icked  a m o re  deligh tfu l one!  And th ere  a re  few  

of th em  in  our life  th ese  d a y s . P eo p le  a ssu m e  that w e a re  v e r y  b u sy , that we 

don't go out to sm a ll p r iv a te  p a r t ie s .  At le a s t  th a t's  what I hope th ey  a s s u m e .

M y on ly  r e g r e t  w as that I didn't get to ta lk  to , or ra th er  l is te n  to , B arb ara  

■ J a ck so n , ■ one o f the m o st in te r e s t in g  w om en I know . i
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