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Indira
The day o f the v is i t  of P r im e  M in is te r  /  Ghandi fro m  India - -  a day 

that w as bright and c le a r  and c o ld . My v o ic e  had sounded lik e  a fro g  la s t  n ig h t. 

T h is  m orn in g  i t  s t i l l  d id . So I a sk ed  D r . Young to g ive m e  so m e  p i l l s .

A l i t t le  b efo re  11:00 I jo in ed  Lyndon in  h is  o f f ic e , d r e s s e d  w a rm ly  in  m y
, , . j . , ■ -

o ff-w h ite  c o a t , la s t  y e a r ’s r o lle r b r i m  straw  h a t.  I cou ld  m ak e a c a r e e r  

d r e s s in g  for th is  jo b . And at the appointed  m om en t w e w en t out on the South  

L aw n for  the a r r iv a l c e r e m o n ie s . It i s  a lw a y s a b rea th -ta k in g  e x p e r ie n c e .

The w ind w a s snapping the f la g s , the tro o p s  w ere  at a tten tio n , to u r is ts  lin ed  

the r o p e s . And up on the b a lc o n ie s  a b o v e  u s  tru m p ets  b lew  and the drum s  

r o lle d  a s  lo n g , b lack  lim o u s in e s  pu lled  up to  the e n tr a n c e . And out step p ed  

P r im e  M in is te r  Indira Ghandi in  an orange s a r i  w ith  a b la ck  w e s te r n  co a t

on o v er  i t ,  and a s c a r f  p ro tec tin g  her head  in  the b iting  w in d . T h ere  w as the  

in ev ita b le  p ic tu r e , m e p resen tin g  h er  w ith the r o s e s ,  and then w e w alk ed  up  

on the r e d -c a r p e te d  p la tfo r m . How o r d e r ly  to have n a m es taped on the f lo o r . 

t h a t  i s ,  i f  you can read  E n g lish .

T h is i s  the f ir s t  t im e  in  m y  s ta y  that th ere  has e v er  b een  a w om an C h ief 

of S ta te .  Add to th is  the p a r t ic u la r  a l c h e m y  of a N ehru nam e w ith  the  . 

s iz e  o f the Indian country  a s  an A sian  d em o cra cy  and you have a day a liv e  w ith

■ d r a m a .

Thank g o o d n ess  we w on  the b attle  w ith  Lyndon as  to w h eth er he would  

w ea r  an o v e r  c o a t . He d id .

T h ey  r e v ie w e d  th e t r o o p s , L yn d on  to w e r in g  o v e r  M r s  . G h a n d i .  A nd th e r e  | 

w a s th e m o m e n t  w h en  th e y  s tr u c k  up o u r  N a tio n a l A n th e m , and a s  a lw a y s ,  I 
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stood  up two in c h e s  t a l l e r .  And then th ey  w ere  back on the p la tfo rm  for the  

s p e e c h e s .  L yndon g r ee te d  h e r  a s  the le a d e r  of our s is t e r  dem o c r a c y . And

she r e c a l le d , w a r m ly , h is  v is i t  to  h e r  country,  b ut w arned  that our two

c o u n tr ie s  could  not take ea ch  oth er for  granted  or a llo w  our r e la t io n s  to  d r if t .

B ack  in  the D ip lom a tic  R ecep tion  R oom  w e stood  in  lin e  and g r e e te d  the Indian

p a r ty , our own State D epartm ent o f f ic ia ls ,  and of c o u r se  the dean o f the

d ip lo m a tic  c o rp s  who is  a lw a y s th e r e .

I cou ld  th ink o f any num ber o f th ings that I ought to d o . D e sk  w o rk , r e a d in g . 

But I fe lt  lik e  a top  th at has run dow n, and a ll I w anted to  do i s  to  go to  b e d . S o .

I d id , and s le p t  the a ftern oon  aw ay t i l  n e a r ly  5 :0 0 .  I had a sham p oo and s e t ,

apple
w ith  m y  h a ir  up in  honor of m y  brand new  d r e ss , a p p le  g reen  ch iffo n  by  

M o llie  P a rn i s^ .

A l it t le  b efo re  8:00 the H u m p h r e y s  and R u sk s a r r iv e d , and I le f t  th em  .

in  the Y ello w  R oom  stand ing n e r v o u s ly  by the te lep h on e w aitin g  for  the su m m on s

fro m  the B la ir  H ouse and tr ie d  to coord in ate  L yndon . M y thoughts w ent fo r  a
The

m in u te  tow ard  J im m y  Sym in gton .  The d e lic a te  lo g is t ic s  o f th is  job  - -  I do not envy  

h im . ■
■ . a s  ■ '

W e m e t the P r im e  M in is te r  at e x a c t ly  the r igh t m o m en t as t he lim o u s in e

r o lle d  up under the P o r t ic o .  She w as d r e s s e d  in  a dark , purple s a r i , v e r y

 e leg a n t w ith  a b ig  gold le a f  d e s ig n .  If I had on ly  tw o w o rd s to

d e sc r ib e  h er  I th ink I would s a y , co m p o su re  and a s s u r a n c e .

Up s ta ir  in  the Y ello w  R oom  th ere  w as the exch ange of g i f t s .  H e r s , two

beautifu l r u g s , the d e s ig n s  b orrow ed  fro m  the an cien t P e r s ia n s ,

...^  f  ^
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how  the c iv il iz a t io n s  had r o lle d  a c r o s s  that co u n try . A s a r i  and pu rse , for  

L u c i - -  go w ith  h er  e y e s .  A han d som e red  s a r i  for  m e , books on the a r t and  

h is to r y  o f In d ia . T h ese  I sh a ll lo v e .  And the m o s t  d eligh tfu l sa d d le  w hich  I 

w as to ld  is  u se d  Indian v i l la g e s .  I cou ld  find no s tir ru p s  and w on d ered  how  

the r id e r  m a n a g ed . It w as a ll  r ed  and y e llo w  and em b ro id ered  and d eco ra ted  

and h a n d so m e . A l l  o f th e ir  g ifts  ^  had the stam p  of Indian a r t is t r y  and h a n d i-

c r a f t s .  O urs in  c o m p a r iso n  w ere  not so  im a g in a tiv e . A s i lv e r  te a  s e r v ic e ,
 

V a s s e o  and O w e r s , a lea th er -b o u n d  book about our N ation a l Pa r k s ,  B e e sb y  and

H a r r e t . We a re  the on ly  nation  that h as N ation al Pa r k s . T h ey  a r e  a lw a y s  

th r il lin g  to  m e ,  A p ic tu re  tak en  o f the cou n try  fro m  a  s a te ll ite  fly in g  a b o v e .

L u c i cam e in  a ll d r e s s e d  up in  pink and g r ee te d  ev ery o n e  w ith  the g r e a te s t  

d e lig h t , right a fter  m y  having to ld  h er  that of c o u r se  w e r e a lly  w anted h e r , we 

n eed ed  h e r , but she didn't have to  - -  a b so lu te ly  nothing w as r eq u ired  o f h e r .  

T hen d o w n sta irs  the  fo rm a l p ic tu r e s . And the th r e e  o f u s  in  the

r e c e iv in g  l in e : L yndon , the P r im e  M in is te r , and m e . A fter  fe e lin g  

a b so lu te ly  lik e  a robot in  the m id d le  of the a ftern o o n , I had co m e a liv e  in  

r e sp o n se  to the e x c item en t to the im p ortan ce  of the o c c a s io n .

It w a s a s ta r -s tu d d ed  dinner l i s t .  B e s id e s  the V ice  P r e s id e n t  and the  

S e c r e ta r y  of State and V ir g in ia , th er e  w ere  two oth er C abinet O ff ic e r s  - -  

the F r e e m a n s and the Connor s  and A rthur G oldberg from  the U . N .  U p s ta ir s  

w e had a m o m en t's  c o n v e rsa tio n  about h is  tr ip  to  the W est c o a s t  and h is  

confrontation  w ith th e young stu d en ts at the u n iv e r s i t ie s .  T h ey  had booed  

h im  in  a m a s s  p r o te s t .  I stand a g a in st the stu d en ts in  C a lifo r n ia , I don't
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know what to m ake of them  and m y  to le r a n c e  is  v e r y  ten u o u s . He had gone,̂

he sa id |b e c a u se  nobody from  the A d m in istra tio n  had been  w illin g  to sp eak  .
• . .1' , . I

b efo re  th em  and he thought som eb od y  sh o u ld . T h ere  could  have b een  no 

b etter  sp o k esm a n  than h im . H e sa id  th ey  a re  m ixed -u p  k id s .  Why shou ld  so  

m any m o re  of th is  p a r ticu la r  kind of m ixed-u p  kid  be produced  in  C a lifo r n ia ?

F ro m  the Senate w as A iken  and B ill  and B etty  F u lb r ig h t, the H ick en lo o p er s 

the M ike M a n s f i e ld s , the S tuart Sym in gton s , the E v er e tt  Jord an s ,  and the  

young and han dsom e R o ss  B a s s es, the John S h erm an  C o o p e r s ,  she a b la z in g  ;

je w e l - - h e  w as a fo r m e r  A m b a ssa d o r  to Ind ia , a s iz e a b le  con tin gen t fro m  ;

the H o u se , in c lu d in g  G eorge M ahon of T e x a s , and two m en  that u se d  to  be o f  

s tr a te g ic  im p o rta n ce  to In d ia , D avid B e ll of A ID, G eorge  W oods, In tern a tio n a l 

B ank for R eco n stru c tio n  and D e v e lo p m e n t.  A nd .J a ck  Vaughn o f the P e a c e  C o rp s  

w as out o f to w n  --  h is w ife  w as th e r e .  L eon ard  M arks of the USIA w ithout D o r o th y , 

F ro m  our S ta ff, th ere  w ere  the V alentis   and the W atson s . T w o o th er  

fo rm er  A m b a ssa d o r s  w e re  p r e se n t . E llsw o r th  B u n k er . If I w e r e  handing  

out  aw ard s he w ould be on the top o f m y  l i s t  for a l i f e - t im e  o f s e r v ic e  to h is  

c o u n try .  And T im  G alb raith  who had h elp ed  Lyndon in  b r ie fin g  h im  about 

th is v is i t  - -  the backgroun d , the p e r so n a lit ie s  w e cou ld  expect.. A n oth er A s ia n  

A m b a ssa d o r  whom  we had m et on that tr ip : Kenneth Young w ho had b een  our  

then A m b a ssa d o r  to T h a ilan d .

The g u est l i s t  w as th e u su a l m e ldin g  of w hat m a k es th is  cou n try  r u n . In 

the a r t w o r ld , M arion  A n d erso n , m y  a l l - t im e  fa v o r ite .  In b u s in e s s ,  the C h arlie  

E n gleh ard s  - -  Jane w earin g  her diam ond e a rr in g s  that lo o k  lik e  th ey  ca m e
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off the c h a n d e lie r . G en ia l J a m es F a r le y , a lw ays in  our c o r n e r , I th in k .

And B o o ts  A d a m s ,  D avid  L illia n th a l -- h ow w ould you c a te g o r iz e  h im ?

 
T h in k er?  P la n n e r ?  B u s in e ssm a n ?  In the ed u cation a l w o r ld , the P h ilip  H offm an s  

of the U n iv e r s ity  o f H o u sto n . Y oung, a t tr a c t iv e , d y n a m ic , and proud T e x a s  

h a s  th e m . F r o m  L a b o r , I .  W . A bel who su cceed ed  our fr ie n d , M acD on ald , 

w ith  the U nited  S tee l W o r k e rs . And the P au l J e n n in g s , the In tern ation a l U nion  

o f E le c tr ic a l  R adio and M achine W o r k e rs .

K ay G raham  lo ok ed  lo v e ly  in  r o s e  co lo red  ch iffo n . She h a s  su r v iv ed  that 

tr a g e d y  w ith  a b r illia n t  v ita l i ty .

And so m eo n e  I had e s p e c ia lly  in v ited  hoping that I could have a coup le  of 

h ou rs to m o rro w  to ta lk  about the L ib r a r y  and the School o f  P u b lic  S e r v ic e  and  

a p o s s ib le  D ir e c to r :  D r . and M r s . G eorge H a r ra r , P r e s id e n t of the R o c k e fe lle r  

F ou n d ation , who know s m o re  about w h ere  the education al b ra in s  a r e  sta sh ed  

aw ay in  th is  C ountry th en  n e a r ly  a n y o n e, acco rd in g  to F ra n k  S tanton .

F l o r e n c e  M ahoney w as th e r e . Hope R ydings M iller  r e p r e se n te d  the  

P r e s s  - -  s h e 's  w ith  D ip lom at M a g a z in e . And then t a l l ,  aes th e t ic ,  John D . 

R o c k e fe lle r  III cam e down the l in e .  I had a n ice  m om en t ta lk in g  about J a y , 

w h o se  p o lit ic a l fu ture fa sc in a te s  m e . H e 's  one of the m o st rem a rk a b le  young  

m en  I ' ve  m e t in  y e a r s  . And that m o st a ttra c tiv e  co u p le . S ir  R ob ert and L ady  

J a c k so n . I sp en t a d e ligh tfu l hour Sunday a ftern oon  w ith  her, b e in g  b r ie fed  

m y s e lf  on w h at's  going on in  the w o r ld . She can  m ake it  so  v iv id .  .And she  

ta lk s  about the p ro b lem s of the c it ie s  and sp eak s of som ebody com m uting spending  

th ree  hou rs a day gettin g  to  and from  w o r k . She c a lls  i t  the "unlife" o f the
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c o m m u te r . And a s  for  h is  w ife  s ta sh ed  a w a y  in the su b u rb s, spending h er  

h o u rs  a m o n g  peopl e  of p r a c t ic a lly  the sam e s o c ia l  and fin a n c ia l s tr a ta  -- 

s he c a l ls  that s itu a tio n  the " un fam ily" . To be ab le  to u se  w o rd s b r ig h tly , 

w ith  fr e s h n e s s ,  to m ake a p ic tu re  - -  i t ’s one of the b e s t  to o ls  th a t  anybody  

can  h a v e . , ■ - -

W ith the r e c e iv in g  lin e  o v e r , w e w ent in to d in n e r . The f ir s t  c o u r se  of 

s e a  food w as d e l ic io u s ,  the b r e a s t  o f pheasant on ly  fa ir . But I w a s  d e lig h ted  

that a fter  ch eck in g  i t  out w e found that it  didn’t have to  be v e g e ta r ia n . \

Lyndon w as e n o r m o u sly  a tten tiv e  to  M r s . N eh ru , the A m b a ssa d o r ' s w if e .

And w e ll he m igh t b e , s h e ' s one of the b r ig h test w om en in  to w n . And h er  hu sb and 

one o f the h a n d so m e st m e n . I en joyed  having h im  on m y  r igh t and h ea r in g  h is  ■ 

f ir s t -h a n d  rep o r t of the ta le  of th e ir  co u rtsh ip  and of th e ir  ann oyance w ith  

M cC al l ' s a r t ic le  - -  w hich  I thought w as ra th er  n ic e  ex cep t for  ju s t  one w o r d .

W hen a r e  w e e v e r  s a t is f ie d  w ith  n ew sp ap er s to r ie s ?

L yndon w a s co u rtly  and im p r e s s iv e  w ith  M r s . G handi.

In h is  to a s t  he announced p lans to e s ta b lish  an  In d ia n -A m erica n  F oundation

to p rom ote  p r o g r e s s  in  a ll  f ie ld s  o f lea rn in g  in  In d ia . The F oundation  to  be s e t  

w ith  $300  m ill io n  w orth  o f Indian cu rren cy  it  owned by the U nited  S ta tes  in  

Indian b a n k s .

V e r y  g r a c e fu lly , he quoted M rs. G handi’s fa th e r .

In h er  r ep ly  M r s . Ghandi sa id , "I l ik e ,  M r. P r e s id e n t , what you have

sa id  about wanting to m ake r e a lity  m a tc h up w ith  d r e a m s . In d ia , she s a id ,

i s  changing to d a y . T h ere  a re  d ifferen t le v e l s  o f d evelop m en t betw een  d ifferen t  

s t a t e s .  T h ere  are  s e v e r a l c en tu r ie s  s id e  by s id e .  Y e a r s  a g o  peop le sa id  th ere
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is  no b e tter  l i f e  - -  God w il ls  i t  th is  w a y .  B ut, sh e  added , tod ay  we n ev er  

h ear  p eop le  sa y  that anym ore .

That attitude on the p art o f h o p e le s s  p e o p le , hungry and ig n o ra n t, rem in d ed  

m e  of the g e n e ra l th em e to a lo t  of W illiam  F a u lk n er 's  books about the p eop le  

of the d eep  S ou th .

S o m ew h ere  in  th e c o u r se  of the ev en in g , B . K . N ehru  lea n ed  o v er  to m e  

and s a id , "Your husband i s  a p a ss io n a te  m a n ."  He m ean t in  the p u rsu it o f h is  

b e l ie f s ,  h is  id e a s  in  w orking out a p ro g ra m , and what a good w ord  to c h o o s e ,  

p a r tic u la r ly  a s tu te  on such  a b r ie f  a cq u a in ta n ce . P a s s io n  h as p r o p e lle d  h im  a ll   

! ^  h is  l i f e .  H e ’s been dem on ious[?] pow er and perhaps m ad e up so m e t im e s  f o r  h i s  ■ ' 

la c k  of th e  same broad  ed u cation  th ose  peop le  w ith  w hom  he d e a ls  in  the h ig h  o f f ic e s  

[ of G o v ern m en t. !

We had co ffee  in  the p a r lo r , and I had a m om en t to  sa y  to  M r . G eorge
i

; H a rra r  that I w anted h im  to s i t  down w ith  m e so m e tim e  for an  hour and ta lk

about the Lyndon B a in es  Johnson  S ch oo l o f P u b lic  S e r v ic e  , and to  sa y  " h e llo " to  

our ad d ition a l a fter -d in n e r  g u e s t s  -- the R oger S tev e n s , C h r istin e  Stugard and  

her h u sb and , Juanita  R o b erts  and h er  m o th e r , Anne M an sfie ld  look in g  v e r y  

lo n g -h a ir e d , young w om an of the fu tu r e . And Bob K nudson, whom  I w as so  

glad  to s e e  b ein g  a g u est for  o n c e . T he O scar C o x e s  and the P h ilip  B a ld w in s  . 

who had co m e in  fro m  M a rsh a ll, and I ju st  h a d n 't had a m om en t to  w ork  th em  

in  a r e a lly  p r iv a te  v i s i t .

The en terta in m en t I w as v e r y  proud o f . The on ly  th ing that I r e g r e tte d

w as that w ith  a cro a k y  v o ic e  I did not fe e l  lik e  in trod u cin g   Isaac S tern , that
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fam ou s v io l in i s t ,  A b e 's c lo s e  fr ie n d . H e’d ch o sen  the p rogram  b a se d  on  

h is  own im p r e s s io n s  o f M r s . G handi, and h e ’d b een  en ter ta in ed  in  h er  hom e - -  

h e r s  and h er  fa th ers  - - i n  N ew  D elh i in 1954 . It w as a b so lu te ly  the c re a m  |

of the c re a m  o f the c la s s i c a l .  And I fe lt  v e r y  proud , though I ca n ’t c la im  

to  u n d erstan d  V ondosho V ih iden .

^ W h e n  the en ter ta in m en t w a s  o ver  , a fter  having h eard  fro m  th e A m b a ssa d o r  

th e  s ta c c a to  sch ed u le  of M r s . Ghandi a l l  day long im m e d ia te ly  at h e r  s id e ,  

s h o u ld  sh e  ch o se  to w alk  out w e w ould  be r igh t th ere  to  sa y  g o o d b y e . \

W ith g r ea t g ra ce  and a s su r a n c e , she m ade h er  fa r e w e lls , putting h er  m in k '  

s to le  around h e r  s a r i ,  a s  L yndon put h er  into the ca r  and I s ta y ed  in s id e .  „ .

T hen the band s tru ck  up "H ello D olly"  and Lyndon and I d an ced  one dan ce  

to g et the g u e s ts  s ta r te d . He changed  m e w ith  B oots A d a m s’ v e r y  young and  

lo v e ly  w ife .  When w e began  to ta lk  about fa m il ie s ,  I d is c o v e r e d  that h is  

c h ild re n  ranged  a ll  the w ay from  a daughter 45 to a son  1 0 . I r e fra in ed  

fro m  a sk in g  how  m an y  w iv es  th is  c o v e r e d .

T hen a few  w o rd s to the P h ilip  B a ld w in s , and I w as o ff u p s t a ir s  at 12:3 0 , 

le a v in g  L yndon to dance an hour lo n g e r . H is d isp la y s  o f e n erg y  a r e  beyond  

m y  a b il it ie s  to com p ete  w ith . T he d inner had b e e n , I th ought, a s u c c e s s .

But though I had not c a r r ie d  m y  fu ll sh a re  o f i t ,  I had draw n m y  fu ll mea d o f high  

e x c ite m e n t from  i t .

The p h rase  I r em em b er e d  m o st  w as B . K . N eh ru ’s: "One out  o f e v e r y  

s e v e n  peop le  in  th e  w orld  i s  an In d ian ."  -i

S B


