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A p r i l  f o o l s ' d a y ,  th e  d a y  of m y  d e p a r t u r e  to  the  B ig  B e n d c o u n t r y . T he  

m o r n i n g  w a s  fu l l  of d e s k  w o r k  w ith  L iz  a n d  P a t s y  a n d  A s h to n ,  an d  th e  d i f f ic u l t  

c h o r e  of t e l l in g  e v e r y o n e  w ho w o rk e d  f o r  m e  w hy I fe l t  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a l l  

o f  u s  to  b u y  a  S av in g s  B ond  e a c h  m o n th .  I t ’s d i s t a s t e f u l  to  m e  to  a s k  an y th in g  

of th e  p r i v a t e  l i v e s  o f  m y  e m p l o y e e s .  B u t a l l  of u s  h a v e  an  e q u a l  s ta k e  in  t h i s .  

I d id  a s k  an d  w a s  s u c c e s s f u l .

A nd  th e n  in to  L y n d o n ’s o ff ice  a b o u t  12:30 to  s a y  g o o d b y e , f in d in g  h im  b u s y  

w i th  G e n e r a l  L y m a n  L e m n i t z e r ,  C o m m a n d e r  of NATO f o r c e s .  So I w a i te d  m y

t u r n  a n d  w e w a lk e d  to g e th e r  down h i s  o ff ice  p a th  to  th e  c l ic k in g  c a m e r a s .  I t  
   

w a s  n o t  b y  c h a n c e  th a t  I w a s  h o ld in g  th e  s c h e d u le  o f  o u r  f o u r - d a y  t r i p .  L ik e  a  

s h ie ld  u n d e r  m y  a r m ,  I h a d  a  m a p  of T e x a s  an d  the  t i t l e ,  " T r a i l s  T h r o u g h  T e x a s "  

p i c t u r e s q u e l y  d o n e ,  I  a m  s u r e ,  b y  a  c o m b in a t io n  of L i z  a n d  S andy  F ox '.  A nd i t  

go t a  good  p i c tu r e  .

I s a id  goodbye to  L y n d o n  a t  th e  c a r ,  and  L u c i   ro d e  w i th  m e  out to  the  

a i r p l a n e . S tu  a n d  L e e  U d a l l  a n d  G e o rg e  H a r tz o g  w e r e  a l r e a d y  t h e r e  . In  f a c t  

t h e r e  w e r e  46 of u s ,  s t a f f  r e p o r t e r s  an d  p h o t o g r a p h e r s  a b o a r d  the  p la n e  w h ich  

h a d  th e  m o s t  d e l ig h tfu l  s ig n ,  a  b ig  o ra n g e  m a p  of T e x a s  e n t i t l e d ,  " T r a i l s  T h r o u g h  

T e x a s " ,  th e  o u t l in e  f r o m  S an  A n to n io  to  B ig B end, to  F t .  D a v is ,  b a c k  to  J o h n s o n  C i ty 

T h e  u s u a l  r o u t in e  i s  I w a lk  u p  an d  down the  p lan e  a f t e r  w e 'v e  l e v e l e d  off to  

s a y  " h e l lo "  to  a l l  th e  p r e s s ,  an d  w h a t a  co n t in g e n t  i t  w a s  t h i s  t im e  . We w e r e  

a l m o s t  th e  v i c t i m s  of o u r  ow n s u c c e s s  - -  too  m a n y .

A nd th e n  s e t t l e d  down to  r e a d  w h a t I go ing  to s a y  a t  th e  n e x t  s t o p .  A nd 

th is  t im e  to  t a lk  to  Stu a n d  G e o rg e  H a r t z o g .   We lu n c h e d  a b o a r d  a n d  a r r i v e d  a t  

------- ----- ■ ■ •- ' . '• ' ■ ■ .. ........... ■
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S an  A n to n io  a  l i t t l e  b e f o r e  4 :0 0 .  O ne s e e s  w ith  new  e y e s  w h en  y o u ’v e  b e e n  

s tu d y in g  s o m e th in g .

A s  w e ta x ie d  in to  the  S an  A nton io  a i r p o r t  I w as  t h r i l l e d  by  th e  b r o a d  

e x p a n s e s  of b lu e b o n n e ts  and  b u t t e r c u p s  a n d  p o in te d  th e m  o u t to  Stu a n d  L e e  

a s  th o u g h  I ow ned  t h e m .  T h e n  a s  w e l e f t  th e  a i r p o r t ,  I n o t ic e d  w ith  p r id e  th e  

lo n g  a l l e y  of P a l m  t r e e s ,  w e l l - t e n d e d  b r ig h t  o ra n g e  f lo w e r s  - -  p r o b a b ly  

c a l e n d u l a s .

We w e r e  a t  th e  E l  T r o p ic a n a  H o te l  by  4 :3 0 .  We h a d  ab o u t a n   h o u r  a n d  

a  h a l f  to  r e s t  a n d  chan g e  an d  g e t  r e a d y  fo r  a  v e r y  fu l l  e v e n in g .  I w e n t  o u t  on 

th e  T e r r a c e  of o u r  s u i te  a n d  c o u ld  s e e  S t .  M a r k 's  f r o m  t h e r e ,  th e  c h u r c h  

w h e r e  L y n d o n  a n d  I w e r e  m a r r i e d  in  1934.

T h e  w e a t h e r ,  a lw a y s  th a t  b ig  q u e s t io n  m a r k  w h en  y o u ' r e  p la n n in g  a

w a r d r o b e  f o r  a  t r i p ,  w a s  p e r f e c t  b a lm y , w a r m  a n d  f r i e n d ly  78 o r  s o .

I w o re  m y  w h ite  d r e s s  a n d  g r e e n  c o a t  and  no h a t .

N e l l i e ,  lo o k in g  so  y o ung  a n d  gay,| a nd  N a n c y  N e g le y  a n d  M r s  

c a m e  to  g e t  m e  a t  s ix ,  a n d  we s t a r t e d  on  th e  ro u n d  th a t  l a s t e d  s ix  h o u r s .

F i r s t ,  w e  w e n t  to  th e  H e m is  F a i r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  - -  a n  a r t i s t i c a l l y  r e s t o r e d  

o ld  G e r m a n  h o u s e  of s to n e  - -  the  m e l lo w  buff l im e - s to n e  of th e  h i ll c ou n try^,—■ 

with p o r c h e s  on th e  f i r s t  an d  s e c o n d  f lo o r ,  a nd  r a d io d  g a l l e r i e s  fu l l  of people^ 

b u il t  a ro u n d  a  c o u r t  y a r d ,  v e r y  a r t i s t i c a l l y  p la n te d  a n d  o b v io u s ly  j u s t  f in i s h e d  

th e  d a y  b e f o r e .

I s aw  a  m o d e l  of the  H e m is  F a i r ,  w h ich  w i l l  show  the  d i v e r s i f i e d  c u l t u r e s  

of P a n  A m e r i c a  - -  th e  h i s t o r y ,  a r t ,  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  s o c io e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t
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of e a c h  o f th e  n a t io n s  of t h i s  H e m is  F a i r .

H e n r y  G o n z a le z  w a s  on hand  a t  e v e r y  t u r n  a n d  a l l  of th e  o f f i c i a l s  of the  

H e m is  F a i r .  , . i

T h e  c o u r t  y a r d  w a s  a  b la z e  o f  c o lo r  - -  p i n a t a s  i n  th e  t r e e s  in  the  d r o l l

s h a p e s  of b i r d s  a n d  a n im a l s  - -  b ig  b u n c h e s  of b r ig h t  M e x ic a n  f lo w e r s  - - a  l i t t l e   

p u s h - c a r t  s e l l in g  ho t t a m a l e s  - -  a  m a r ia c h i  b a n d ,  a  g ro u p  o f  p r e t t y  young
w ith

 g i r l s  in  M e x ic a n  c o s tu m e s  / f lo w e r s  in  t h e i r  h a i r  d a n c in g  o n  a  p l a t f o r m  - -  

a  d e l ig h t  to  the  eye  a n d  to  th e  e a r .

- A f t e r  m a n y  o l e s , p i c t u r e s ,  h a n d  c la p p in g ,  t h a n k - y o u s ,  / we w e r e  o ff to 

I a  Villita, a  l i t t l e  r e s t o r e d  v i l l a g e  in  th e  sh ad o w  of San  A nton io  s k y s c r a p e r s  . , .

T h e y  h a d  ad o b e  d w e l l in g s  of th e  s o l d i e r s  a t t a c h e d  to  m i s s i o n  San  A n to n io  

DeVa le r a  -- th e  A la m o  - -  a  s e a t  o f  S p a n is h  p o w e r  f r o m  a b o u t  1732 o n .   T he  

p r e s e n t  r e s t o r a t i o n  w a s  b e g u n  in  the  l a t e  1930 ' s by  M a u r y Maverick, w h o se  

im a g in a t io n  and  n e r v e  b e g a n  i t  I b e l ie v e  w ith  a  good  a s s i s t  f r o m  L y n d o n

w h e n  he  w a s  i n  NYA a n d  l a t e r  a s  a  C o n g r e s s m a n .  M an y  of the  s k i l l s  a n d  

c r a f t s  of th e  e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t  a r e  s t i l l  p u r s u e d  in  t h e s e  o ld  a d o b e  h o u s e s .

A nd I b e l ie v e  s o m e  o f the  c o p p e r  th a t  I  h av e  a t  th e  R an ch  i s  m a d e  b y  NYA 

b o y s  - -  were c r a f t e d  r i g h t  h e r e  a t  La Villita.

T h e r e  w a s  a  r e c e p t io n  t h e r e  a t  La Villita in  the  c o u r t y a r d .  A nd  who s h o u ld  .

m e e t  m e  b u t D an  Q ui l l  - -  th e  b ig  I r i s h  s m i le  an d  a  b r ig h t  r e d  c o a t ,  s ta n d in g

a t  th e  h e a d  o f a  l in e  o f  s o m e  30 o r  40 g e n t le m e n  in  b r ig h t  r e d  c o a t s  and  l a d i e s

in  b r ig h t  r e d  d r e s s e s ,  an d  b e tw e e n  th e m  a r e d  c a r p e t  le a d in g  a n y  g u e s t  of 

h o n o r  in to  the  c o u r t y a r d !
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I r e m e m b e r  the  t im e  I s aw  D an  in  a  r e c e iv in g  l in e  a n d  he h a n d e d  m e  m y  

w ed d in g  l i c e n s e  - -  r e a l l y  a n d  t r u l y .  I t h a d  r e p o s e d  for the 25 o r  26 y e a r s  in  

b e tw e e n  in  th e  San A n to n io  C o u r t h o u s e !

S tu  a n d  L e e  a n d  I s to o d  in  the  r e c e p t io n  l i n e ,  a lo n g  w ith  M a y o r  M c A l l i s t e r  

in  th e  c h a r m in g  c o u r t y a r d  th a t  I lo n g e d  to s e e  m o r e  q u ie t ly ,  b u t  I  co u ld  g l im p s e

^saa

 \ 
a  l i t t l e  fo u n ta in  w ith  s to n e  w h i te s  and  b o u g a in v i l le a  a n d  r e t a m a s .

A nd  a b o u t  500 S an  A n to n ian s , f r o m  C i ty  H a l l  to  c o n s e r v a t io n , f i l e d  b y  - -  o ld

f r i e n d s  --  L u c i l l e  G lo v e r Ho d g e s ,  s t i l l  lo v e ly  a f t e r  32 y e a r s  -- ̂ w e  w e r e  t o g e t h e r

 
a t  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  of T e x a s ,  A nd  M a u r y  Maverick, J r .  an d  h i s  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e  -

     in     
w i f e .   Such  p l e a s u r e  he m u s t  ta k e  /  th i s  p l a c e . C h r i s  W il ley  w a s  in  the  l in e

w i th  u s  w h en  we c o u ld  ro p e  h e r  in  - -  s h e ' s no t th e  s tan d - in - l in e  t y p e ,  I r e c o g n iz e d

th e  n a m e s  o f F o s s  and  T o b i n s .  A nd  th e n  c a m e  m y  old  r o o m m a t e ,  C e c i l le

H a r r i s o n  M a r s h a l l w ith  h e r  h u s b a n d .  We ro o m e d  to g e th e r  b a c k  in  1931, 32 a t

th e  U n i v e r s i t y .  L e e  a n d  S tu  b e g a n  to  c a l l  th is  a  t w o - r o o m m a t e  c ro w d  an d  to

ju d g e  a l l  o th e r  c ro w d s  by  i t .

I t  w a s  a  d e l ig h tfu l  t i m e .

T h e n  we d id  w h a t  we r e a l l y  c a m e  f o r .  T he  M a y o r  e s c o r t e d  m e  down to

th e  edge  of th e  R iv e r  fo r  th e  c e r e m o n y  of the  tu r n in g  on o f the  l i g h t s .  T h e r e

is  a  l i t t l e  r i v e r  th a t  w in d s  r ig h t  th ro u g h  the   to w n , a n d  b a c k  in  th e  t h i r t i e s

-
th ro u g h  W PA w o r k  th ro u g h  M a u r y  M averick 's im a g in a t io n ,  i t  w a s  c le a n e d  an d

s to n e  r e t a in in g  w a l l s  w e r e  b u i l t  a lo n g  th e  s i d e s .

T h e n  in  th e  l a s t  few y e a r s , ^with o u r  r i s i n g  i n t e r e s t  in  h i s t o r i c  r e s t o r a t i o n s  

a n d  aes t h e t i c s , a  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  b e e n  f o r m e d , c a l l e d  the  P a s e o  d e l  R io .  A n d
•...
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th e y  h a v e  b u i l t  the  m o s t  d e l ig h tfu l  w a lk s  a lo n g  the  r i v e r  b a n k , ̂  c h a r m i n g l y  

l a n d s c a p e d .  O ld  s to n e  b u i ld in g s  th a t  b a c k u p  on th e  r i v e r  h a d  b e c o m e  ,

r e s t a u r a n t s  o r  n ig h t  c lu b s ,  b o o k  s h o p s ,  d e c o r a t o r  s h o p s .  A nd  to n ig h t  i t  i s  a t

( i -  r  ' th e  E s t a  d e la  L u i s  M a n a r io s  - -  th e  tu r n in g  on  of th e  l i g h t s  on  th e  o n e - m i l e  

■ s t r e t c h  o f th e  r i v e r  - -  t h e y  a r e  a e s t h e t i c a l l y  p la c e d  to  r e s e m b l e  m o o n l ig h t

a n d  e x te n d  th e  l i fe  a lo n g  th e  r i v e r  f r o m  s u n s e t  to  m i d n i g h t . '

F i r s t ,  w i th  M a y o r  M c A l l i s t e r ’s h e lp ,  r ig h t  on  th e  b a n k s  of th e  r i v e r ,  I 

p l a n te d  a  tw o - f o o t  E l m  s e e d l in g ,  d e s c e n d a n t  of th e  J o h n  Q u incy  A d a m s  e lm  

t h a t  s t a n d s  on  th e  J e f f e r s o n  m o u n d  on  th e  W hite  H o u se  g r o u n d s .  T h a t  m a g n i f ic e n t

[ ' o ld  t r e e  w i l l  so o n  h a v e  c h i ld r e n  a l l  o v e r  th e  c o u n t r y .

T h e n  to  th e  p o d iu m  to  m a k e  m y  l i t t l e  s p e e c h .   I felt this a  s o r t  o f a  s a lu te  to

th e  p e o p le  who h a d  done t h i s ,  i t ' s  a  v e r y  s m a l l  t r u m p e t  c a l l  of e n c o u r a g e - 

m e n t  to  p e o p le  in  o th e r  to w n s  a l l  o v e r  th e  c o u n t r y  w ho m ig h t  do s o m e th in g

 
s i m i l a r .  "A s  we g aze  ou t o v e r  th e  s t e a d i ly  m o v in g  w a t e r ,  i t  i s  a s  th o u g h  a 

m i r r o r  i s  r e v e a l i n g  th e  g lo r io u s  h e r i t a g e  of San A nton io .

W a te r  i s  l i f e . "  A nd  so  I to ld  of th e  f i r s t  S p a n ish  e x p l o r e r s  w ho found a n  

In d ia n  v i l l a g e  h e r e  in  1691. "T h e y  n a m e d  i t  S an  A n ton io  a s  i t  w a s  the  f e a s t  d a y  

of S t .  A n th o n y  of P a d u a .  A nd w h a t a  g lo r io u s  h i s t o r y  w a s  to  fo l lo w  a lo n g  

t h e s e  s lo p in g  r i v e r  b a n k s .  On one s id e  of the  r i v e r ,  n o t  f a r  f r o m  w h e r e  

w e s ta n d  to n ig h t ,  th e  A la m o ,  w h ich  h a s  a  h o ld  on  th e  h e a r t s  of a l l  m e n  who 

lo v e  f r e e d o m ,  w as  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1718. The C a n a r y  I s la n d  c o lo n i s t s  c a m e  

in  1731 s e e k in g  a  new  l i f e .  T h o s e  f i f t e e n  f a m i l i e s ,  so m e  of w h o s e  d e s c e n d a n t s  

a r e  h e r e  to n ig h t ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  the  f i r s t  c iv i l  s e t t l e m e n t  in  T e x a s .
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F r o m  th e  b e g in n in g  th i s  r i v e r  h a s  b e e n  th e  l i fe  l in e  of San A n to n io .

T h e  w ave  of s e t t l e m e n t   b ro u g h t  c o l o n i z e r s , h o m e s t e a d e r s , s w a s h - 

b u c k l in g  r o m a n t i c i s t s  f r o m  T e n n e s s e  an d  V i r g i n i a ,  f r o n t i e r s m e n  - -  a  g r e a t  

b le n d  o f t h i s  c o u n t r y .

T h e  r o l l - c a l l  of h e r o e s  of th e  A lam o  i t s e l f  show s a  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  of 

h e r i t a g e s  - -  E n g l i s h ,  S c o t c h ,  D a n is h ,  G e r m a n  - -  in c lu d in g  e ig h t  S p a n is h  

s u r n a m e s . 

B u t to n ig h t  o u r  t a s k  i s  n o t to  lo o k  b a c k  so  m u c h  a s  to  d e d ic a te  w h a t  

a l e r t ,  p r o g r e s s i v e  c i t i z e n s  h a v e  done f o r  th e  f u t u r e .  W hat yo u  h a v e  done  in  

^  u s in g  th i s  g r e a t ,  n a t u r a l  a s s e t .  T h is  r i v e r  i s  a  g r e a t  s o u r c e  o f  p r id e  n o t  o n ly
I , .

to  y o u r s e l v e s  an d  y o u r  v i s i t o r s ,  b u t  a  s o u r c e  of i n s p i r a t i o n  to  c i t i e s  e v e r y w h e r e  

n o w  s e e k in g  w a y s  to  s a lv a g e  t h e m s e l v e s .

H e r e  i s  a  good  e x a m p le  of w h a t  c an   be  d o n e .  L o o k  a r o u n d  a n d  find  

th e  in d iv id u a l  c h a r m ,  th e  b o u n ty  of n a t u r e ,  th e  h e r i t a g e  of th e  p a s t  w i th  w h ic h  

to  re b u i ld .

A nd  so a s  th e  l ig h t s  go on to n ig h t ,  I lo o k  o u t  o v e r  th e  r i v e r  w i th  i t s  g r a s s y  

b a n k s  an d  co tto n w o o d s  a n d  c y p r e s s  and  p e c a n s  and  w illow  a n d  r e t a m a , a n d  a l l  I 

c a n  s a y  i s  ' T h i s  i s  A m e r i c a  the  b e a u t i f u l .'"  S e ld o m  h a v e  I f e l t  m o r e  in  tu n e  w ith  

w h a t  I w a s  do ing  an d   h a p p ie r  ab o u t i t .

T h e n  I p u l le d  the  s w i tc h  and  th e  l ig h t s  w en t on an d  th e y  w e r e  a l l  you  c o u ld  

w a n t .  S o f t ,  m i s t y ,  s i lv e r y , e n c h a n t in g .

I n c id e n ta l ly ,  one of th e  m e n  w ho i s  ru n n in g  th e  H e m is  F a i r -- Marshall Steves -- i s  a  f o u r te e n th  

g e n e r a t i o n  T e x a s - -  d i r e c t  d e s c e n d a n t  of th e  C a n a r y  I s l a n d  c o lo n i s t s  I sp o k e  a b o u t.
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T h e n ,  th e  g ay  s id e  o f  th e  e v en in g  b e g a n .   A  b a r g e  c a m e  f lo a t in g  dow n

th e  r i v e r  to  w h e r e  we s to o d ,  K ing  A nton io  h i m s e l f  in  a  b lue  and  s c a r l e t  u n i f o r m

g l i t t e r i n g  w i th  go ld  b r a i d  a n d  m e da l s ,   e s c o r t e d  m e  on to  th e  b a r g e  w h ic h

w a s  d e c o r a t e d  w i th  huge  M e x ic a n  f l o w e r s ,  o r a n g e ,  r e d ,  b lue  - -  a l l  m a d e , I

u n d e r s t a n d , b y  th e  s c h o o l  c h i ld r e n  and  p u t  on th a t  v e r y  a f t e r n o o n  f o r  m e  .

T h e  M a y o r  jo in e d  m e ,  a l l  th e  p a r t y ,  N e l l ie  c lo s e  b y  a n d  th e  U d a l l s .

A n d  w e c r u i s e d  down the  r i v e r  s e e in g  c h a t t e r i n g ,  w av in g  g ro u p s  proceeding to  

o p e n  a i r ' r e s t a u r a n t s ,  an d  s e r e n a d e d  by  a  s e r i e s  of e n t e r t a i n e r s  a t  th e

Arneson River  T h e a t r e  where the s t r e a m  s e p a r a t e s  th e  a u d ie n c e  f r o m  th e  s t a g e .  

R o s i t a ,  m y  old  f r i e n d  who h a s  e n t e r t a i n e d  f o r  u s  a t  th e  v i s i t  o f  Lope z  

M a t e o s  to  th e  R a n c h ,  a nd  I b e l ie v e  o th e r  fa m o u s  v i s i t o r s  - -  a  b e a u t i fu l  S p a n i s h  

w o m a n  who lo o k s  ab o u t  16 a n d  is  a c tu a l ly  a  g r a n d m o th e r  in  a  g lo r i o u s  M e x ic a n

c o s tu m e ,  f l o w e r e d  e m b r o i d e r e d , b r i l l i a n t ,  h e r  h a i r  p i le d  h ig h  on  h e r  h e a d ,  s a n g
u . /f

s o n g s  of M e x ic o .   A bove h e r  w a s  a  s ig n  th a t  s a id ,  "V ie n  v in e t a  p r e m i e r e  m a d a m a ".

O n down th e  r i v e r  w a s  a  G e r m a n  b a n d .  G e r m a n y  i s  a  s i z e a b l e  p a r t  o f  th e

h e r i t a g e  of S an  A n to n io .   R a t h e r   lo u d  an d  b r a s s y  and  fu ll  o f  u m - p h a s !

 
A n d  th e n  le a n in g  o v e r  a b r id g e  th a t  a r c h e d  above  u s ,  a  m a r iach i  s e r e n a d in g

in

J

p la in tive  Sp a n i s h .

A nd th e n  t h e r e  w a s  a  g enu ine  D ix ie  lan d  j a z z  b a n d ,  It  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  f r e s h  

ou t of N ew  O r l e a n s .

O nce th e  b a r g e  s to p p e d  an d  I d i s e m b a r k e d  a t  th e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  of th e  

San  A nton io  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  to  m e e t  M r s .  T o b in  a n d  r e c e i v e  s o m e  

y e l lo w  r o s e s  f r o m  th e  p r e t t y  l i t t l e  g i r l ,  s ig n  a  g u e s t  b o o k  a n d  r e c e i v e  a
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s c r o l l  fo r  m y  i n t e r e s t  in  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s t o r a t i o n .

A t  a n o th e r  sp o t  on  th e  r i v e r  b an k s  t h e r e  w as  a  s o r t  o f  a  b a r b e r  sh o p  

c h o r u s  of m e n  - -  f i f ty  v o i c e s  s in g in g  o ld  f a v o r i t e s  on th e  w a t e r ' s  e d g e .  A ll  

o f  t h e m ,  I l a t e r  found  o u t ,  w e r e  San  A n to n io  b u s i n e s s m e n .  D o c t o r s ,  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  

t e a c h e r s  - -  e v e r y  w a lk  of l i f e .  T h e y  j u s t  l ik e  to g e t  t o g e th e r  a n d  s in g .   T h a t  

w a s  th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  w ho le  e v e n in g .  V e r y  g a y . E v e ry b o d y  in  th e  a c t .  T h e r e  

w e r e  I t a l i a n  M i n s t r e l s  in  th e  o p e n - a i r  g a r d e n  of a n  I t a l i a n  r e s t a u r a n t ,  s o m e  

e x c e l l e n t  f la m in g o  d a n c e r s ,  a  l i t t l e  bo y  no t m o r e  th a n  t e n  w ho w a s  j u s t  a  f l a m e .  

A nd  th e n  th e  w a c k ie s t  of a l l  c a l l e d  " P o c o  L o c o " ,  s e r e n a d in g  u s  f r o m  a  s t a i r w a y  

ab o v e  th e  r i v e r ,  w e a r i n g  huge  M e x ic a n  h a t s  a n d  z a n y  c o s t u m e s .  ~

I t  w a s  a  9 0 -m in u te  c r u i s e  a n d  we w e r e  g e t t in g  f a m is h e d  by  th e  t im e  w e
  • ..........

a r r i v e d  a t  L a  P a l o m a  d e l  R io  w h e re  th e  C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e  w a s  o u r  h o s t

f o r  a  r e a l  M e x ic a n  d in n e r  w ith  b e e r .   I t  m u s t  h av e  b e en  10:00 o r  a f t e r w a r d s .

T h e  r e s t a u r a n t  w a s  a n  o ld  w a r e h o u s e ,  a  stone b u ild in g  e»f oom o s o r t , m a d e

f e s t iv e  w i th  b r ig h t  M e x ic a n  f l o w e r s ,  c a n d le  l ig h ts  an d  a  c h o ru s  g r o u p  th a t

s a n g  " I f  th e  L o r d  be  W il l in g  an d  T h e  C r e e k  D o n ' t  R i s e "  d e d ic a te d  to  m e , then

a  b r i e f  t o a s t ,  m y  th a n k s  to  the  p eo p le  of San  A n to n io ,  an d  m y  w a r m  a d m i r a t i o n

to  t h e m .

A nd th e n  a t  10:3 0 ,  p r e t t y  w e a r y ,  I l e f t  w ith  L i z  to  d r iv e  ou t to  N a n c y  

N e g le y 's  h o u s e  to  a  p r iv a t e  p a r t y .  T he f i r s t  t im e  th a t  I h a d  e v e r  s e e n  N a n c y ’s 

h o u s e .  I t  i s  a s  w a r m  and  a s  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s  sh e  i s .  A n  o ld  h o u s e  th a t  f low s 

on an d  on . ' She h a s  done i t  o v e r  to  h e r  o u ts ta n d in g  p e r s o n a l i t y .

T h e r e  i s  one  r o o m  th a t  i s  a  s o r t  of a n  o ld - f a s h io n e d  c o n s e r v a t o r y  - - M e x i c a n
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t i l e d  f l o o r s  an d  p la n ts  e v e r y w h e r e .  B u t m y  f a v o r i te  room ., I. r e m e m b e r  o n ly  

a s  a  m o n ta g e  of c o r a l  a n d  w h ite  in  c o l o r s  and  in  f a b r i c s .  A nd th e  w a l l s  c o v e r e d  

a l m o s t  s o l id  e v e r y  in c h  w i th  p i c t u r e s  a n d  d ra w in g s  - - a  m i x tu r e  of e v e r y  

c u l t u r e ,  p e r io d  of t i m e ,  of m o n e t a r y  v a l u e .  I w ou ld  n e v e r  h av e  d a r e d  to  i t .

B u t I lo v e d  i t .  T h e  r o o m  invited you  to l i n g e r .
 

I s a t  dow n an d  p eo p le  jo in e d  m e .  T he  C a t t o s , to w h o se  r a n c h  I h a d  b e e n  

l a s t  f a l l  a n d  th e  young  C a t t o s , J e s i c a  - -  h e r  h a i r  in  s o r t  of a  p i g - t a i l ,  h e r  

c o n v e r s a t io n  a s  c h a r m in g  a s  h e r  m o t h e r ' s , O v e t a  C ulp  Hob b y .

T h e y  w e r e  a  g a y  m ix tu r e  of young  and  m id d le - a g e d  S an  A n to n ians c u t t in g  

a c r o s s  p o l i t i c a l  g ro u p s  an d  a r t i s t i c  g r o u p s ,  c o n s e r v a t io n  g r o u p s .

I w i s h  I w e r e n ' t  so  t i r e d .   In  a n  h o u r  I w a s  r e a d y  to  go h o m e  a n d  c a l l  i t  a  g r e a t  

d a y  a n d  l a y  m y  h e a d  on  th e  p i l l o w .

W hat an  a m u s in g  s t o r y  I h ad  r e a d  in  th e  p a p e r  th a t  d ay  - -  t o t a l l y  u n r e l a t e d  

to  S an  A nton io  an d  m y  t r i p  - -  w a s  th a t for a u to g ra p h -h o u n d s :  1 L u c i  w a s  w o r th

2 H u b e r t s .   So i s  1 B o b b y .  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  l ik e  i t  fo r  H u b e r t ,  b u t  I th in k  i t ' s  

r a t h e r  a m u s in g  th a t  L u c i  an d  B obby  a r e  ru n n in g  n e c k  and  n e c k .

A nd  a n o th e r   th o u g h t ab o u t  th e  c ro o k e d  l i t t l e  r i v e r  th a t  w in d s  t h r o u g h  

San  A n to n io  an d  u s e d  to  be  c a l l e d  b y  th e  In d ia n s  " D ru n k e n  o l m a n  go ing  h o m e  

a t  n i g h t " .  Now I s e e  s o m e  of the  n ew s  s t o r i e s  a r e  c a l l in g  i t  th e  " V e n ic e  o f  

A m e r i c a " .


