
1

MEMORANDUM .

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O N

S a tu rd a y ,  A p r i l  2, 1966 (jJi P ag e  1

S a tu rd ay  m o rn in g ,  A p r i l  2nd, b egan  e a r ly  a s  we le f t  the T ro p ic a n a  H otel

an d  h e a d e d  fo r  the a i r p o r t  and  then dec ided  to stop fo r  ju s t  ten  m in u te s  a t  the 

A lam o . How could  you be in  San Antonio and not go by the A lam o ?  It w as  no t 

open. T h e re  was nobody a ro u n d .  L iz  banged  w ith  the heavy  knocker  and  

c a l le d  out, " I t ’s the second  s ieg e  of the A lam o."

F in a l ly  an  a t te n d a n t  a p p e a re d  w ith  a  key  and  we w ent in to  the  dam p s t i l ln e s s  

of th is  m is s io n  f o r t r e s s  th a t 's  le f t  i t s  m a r k  on the h is to ry  of th is  lan d . R a th e r

i r r e l e v a n t ly ,  I m a rv e l le d ,  no t so m u ch  a t  the b r a v e r y  of C olonel W illiam  T r a v i s  
, ! 

' i
a n d  h is  200 m e n , b u t  a t  how they s im p ly  got a long  in  the b u s in e s s  of liv ing  - -

a l l  200 of them  - -  w ith  their su p p lie s  and  a  few ca t t le  in s id e  th is  s m a l l  

s t r u c tu r e .

I looked  a ro u n d  hoping I  m ig h t find  on the w a ll  so m e w h e re  a  r e c o r d  of 

L yndon ' s f a th e r .  He w as  a  le a d e r  am ong  s e v e r a l  T e x a s  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  who 

s a v e d  the A lam o b i l l  no t so m an y  d ec a d e s  ago when i t  w as  about to be to rn  

down. M r s . Johnson  had  told m e  i t  hung on the w a lls  of the A lam o  s o m e w h e re  - -   

h is  p ic tu re  and  the s to r y  of the b i l l .   I d id  not find it .

Then  to the a i r p o r t  and  off to the Big Bend coun try ,  landing  a t  Pres id io  a t  

a  l i t t le  p a s t  ten .

P r esidio  had  b een  known to m e only a s  a p lace  on the m ap  th a t  the 

w e a th e rm a n  s a id  w as the h o t te s t  in  the U nited  S tates  - -  u su a lly  a ro u n d  103.

And th is  a i r p o r t  had  been  b il led  by L iz  a s  one w h e re  you h ad  to buzz  the

runw ay to get the a n te lo p e  off b e fo re  you landed  - -  a v i r tu a l ly  abandoned  A rm y

1  .
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in s ta l l a t io n  of W orld  W ar II now s p a r s e ly  u se d  by  the s c a t te r e d  in h ab itan ts  

of th is  a r i d  land . If L iz  m e a n t  ju s t  to exc ite  u s ,  the t ru th  of i t  w as  l a t e r  

proved, w hen a  d e p a r t in g  p r iv a te  a i rp la n e  - -  on M onday , that i s  - -  c o l l id ed  w ith  

a n  an te lo p e  - -  with co n s id e ra b le  d am ag e  a n d  d an g e r .

T h is  t im e  we did  see  a  h e rd  g ra z in g  peace fu lly  w ith in  y a r d s  of the 

runw ay . And a  c ro w d  a s s e m b le d  a ro u n d  the l i t t le  speak ing  s ta n d  - -  som e 

3500 s tro n g ,  a  m ig h ty  lo t  of fo lks  in  th is  cou n try  - -  m o re  than  h a l f  the 

po pu la tion  of a l l  the towns and r a n c h e s  f ro m  m i le s  a r o und!  A ll the M ayors  

w e re  l in e d  up in  a long r e c e iv in g  line  fo r  m e  to g r e e t  a s  we got off the p lan e ,

^ — T he w ind w as  blow ing m ig h ti ly ,  and  the Sul Ross College band  p lay ing  "The Y ellow

R o se  of T e x a s " ,  and  a l l  the l i t t le  c h i ld re n  g r inn ing  an d  waving h o m em ad e  

s ig n s ,  "W elcom e Lady B ird ,  U dall, and You A ll" .  '

John B en  Shepp a r d  wa s  a t  m y  elbow e s c o r t in g  m e  e v e ry w h e re .

A nd the keynote of the day  - -  the keynote of the co u n try  - -  w as  se t  fo r  

m e  w hen  the p re s id in g  M ayor m ad e  h is  l i t t le  sp eech  an d  sa id ,  " O rd in a r i ly  on 

a n  o c c a s io n  like  th is ,  the M ayor p r e s e n t s  you w ith  a  key to the c ity .  But we 

d o n 't  have any  key  b e c a u se  we d o n 't  have any  locks  on our  d o o r ." You'r e  

m ig h ty  w e lc o m e .  F re e d o m ,  open n ess  - -  that is  the s p i r i t  of th is  p a r t  of the 

c o u n try .  In s te a d  they  gave us  a  s o m b r e r o  - -  quite n ice  ones fo r  the U dalls  

. and m e - -  and  s t r a w  ones fo r  e v e ry  l a s t  one of the 70 -odd  n e w sp a p e r  e n to u ra g e . 

,—- I shook hands  w ith  ju s t  a s  m an y  a s  I could  get to b e c a u s e  one lad y  f ro m

M a rfa  h ad  sa id ,  "Nobody e v e r  s tops  h e r e .  A ll they  do is  f ly  o v e r  u s ."
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T h e r e  w as  one h i la r io u s  m o m e n t  when I spo tted  a  4 - y e a r  o ld  boy w ith  

a  huge yellow  bu tton  ups ide  down.  I  tu rn e d  i t  r ig h t  s ide  up an d  found to m y  

h o r r o r  th a t  i t  sa id , "S upport  S lo p p in ess" .   So I qu ick ly  tu rn e d  i t  o v e r  a g a in .  

T h e re  w as  a S h e r if f 's  p o sse  in  quite au then tic  cowboy c lo th s ,  m o u n ted , 

r in g e d  a ro u n d  the a i r p o r t ,  a  b ack d ro p  of m oun ta ins  beh ind  th em .

Stu and  G eorge  Ha r tz o g  a n d  C o n g re s sm a n  Dick W hite , who w a s  w ith  

u s  e v e ry w h e re ,  and  I l in ed  up with the w ind  whipping us  in  the f a c e .  We h a d  

o u r  p ic tu re  m a d e .  T h en  we w e re  off headed  to w a rd  P ancho Vi lla c o u n try  --  

the two h o u r  d r iv e  to the Big B end , S o m e t im e s  we c r o s s e d  the fam o u s  o ld  ■

C om a n c h e  Indian T r a i l .  The s c e n e ry  w as an  e v e r -c h a n g in g  p a n o ra m a  of m oun ta in

O  ,
an d  v o lcan ic  m a s s e s ,  s w ir l s  of tum blew eed , a  few s tru g g lin g  b lu e  bon n e ts  an d  

c a c tu s  an d  y u cca .  And f in a lly  g r e a t  ex p an ses  of nothing a t  a l l  e x c e p t  c r e o s o te  : 

b u s h e s  w ith  l i t t l e  t iny  yellow  b lo s s o m s  on i t .  I t ' s  s a d  th a t  they  s m e l l  b a d  

an d  they  a r e  h a ted  by  the r a n c h e r s  b ec a u se  once s ta r te d ,  they  take  e v e ry th in g  

o v e r .  No g r a s s ,  noth ing , g row s a ro u n d  th em .

I t  w as h a r s h ,  fo rb idd ing  land , h o s ti le  to m an , a  lan d  of a r r o y o s  an d

m o u n ta in s  b a r r a c a d e d  by b o u ld e rs  and  a r m o r e d  with p lan ts  th a t  e i t h e r  "s t ic k  
 

o r  s ting  o r s tin k ", a s  som ebody had  w r i t te n .

I kep t on looking a t  i t  w ith  the e y es  o f the h o m e s te a d e r  who h a d  com e 

th rough  on a  wagon about 1910 w ith  h is  p re g n a n t  wife and t h r e e - y e a r  old ch i ld ,  

a s m a l l  load  of su p p lie s  and  one M exican  guide on a  b u r r o ,  looking  fo r  so m e  

h e a l th -g iv in g  m in e ra l  sp r in g s  tha t he had  h e a rd  about. F o r  days  a n d  days  he 

h a d  c r o s s e d  ju s t  such  co u n try ,  bu t he h ad  d e s c r ib e d  along the w ay  the sw eep ing
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f ie ld s  of g r a s s  an d  once a  f o r e s t  of b loom ing  c e n tu ry  p la n ts ,  with 4 -fo o t  s ta lk s

  
o f  iv o ry  c o lo re d  f lo w e r s  --  a b re a th ta k in g  sp e c ta c le .  And I r e m e m b e r  th a t  during  

and a fte r  the f ir s t  W orld W ar, so m ew h ere  I had rea d , the land w a s  h e a v ily

o v e r - s to c k e d  - -  c a t t le  and sheep  and  goats  h ad  s im p ly  e a te n  off e v e r y  b lade

of g r a s s .   And l a t e r ,  r a t h e r  cy n ica lly ,  this  is  how i t  a c tu a l ly  cam e  to be the

N atio n a l  P a r k  and  a l l  fo r  i t  w as  so poor - -  so low in  va lue  th a t  a  few public.

s p i r i t e d  c i t iz e n s  - -  am ong them  A m on C a r t e r  - -  had  begged  and  b a d g e re d  fo r

m o n e y  and  fo r  F e d e r a l  G o v e rn m en t a id  to save th is  w ild  s t r e t c h  of w i ld e r n e s s

a s  a  P a r k .

Can i t  be that m ank ind  can  do th is  to a  big p iece  of e a r th  in  ju s t  a  h a lf  

c e n tu r y ?   O r did the old h o m e s te a d e r  r e m e m b e r  r ig h t?  It h ad  b een  a   

c h a rm in g  book  - -  t h e m e m o i r s  of the m an  who h ad  a c tu a l ly  done it, h e lp ed  out 

in  w r i t in g  by F r e d  G ibson , a  v e r y  co m p eten t T e x a s  w r i t e r .

H e re  and there on the lonely  lan d sc a p e  you could  see  a  few cottonw ood t r e e s  

and  a  w in d m ill  that s p e l le d  m ank ind  - -  l ife .  Somebody h ad  h ad  n e rv e  enough 

to dig a w e ll  and  to b u ild  a  house and t ry  to eke out a  liv ing .

The cottonw ood t r e e  is  a  v e ry  sym bol out h e r e  to m e .  I t  s a y s ,  h e r e  

 m an  i s .

V e ry  r a r e l y  on th is  two h o u r  t r ip  along a  r e a l ly  g r e a t  h ighw ay we cam e  

to some s e t t le m e n t .  Once a  f i l l ing  s ta t io n .  Once a  l i t t le  c o m m u n i ty .  In each  

c a s e  I am  s u re  e v e ry  liv ing  h u m an  being  w as out by the side of th e  r o a d  w aving,  

g r in n in g , c a r r y in g  a  s ign . . One s ign  w as  so funny I had  to s top  and  say , " L e t ' s  |

. g e t  o u r  p ic tu re  taken ."  .. - /  ' . ,
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Six young g i r l s ,  a l l  L a tin o s ,  h ad  e n c a s e d  th e m se lv e s  in  c a r d b o a rd

b o x e s ,  a  ho le  a t  the top th rough  w hich th e i r  h ead s  s tuck , a  hole  a t  the bo ttom

fo r  th e i r  fe e t ,  and  on each  box a  b ig  l e t t e r ,  so tha t w hen l in e d  up they  re a d ,

"M R S . L B J " .   They  w e re  a l l  jum ping  up and down yelling  "W elcom e, w e lc o m e .  "
 

F o r  once I can  sa y  tha t I w as  the b ig g e s t  thing that happened  in  a  town!

It looked  like  e v e ry  b u s in e s s  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  had  a  s ign  and  e v e ry  p e r s o n  h ad  

a  sm ile  and  a  big  w ave .

A l i t t le  a f te r  noon the t e r r a i n  b eg an  to r i s e ,  and about 12:30 - -  ju s t  a s  ■

the m o u n ta in s  w e re  beginning  - -  w e s topped  a t  P a n th e r  Junc tion  a t  the h e a d q u a r te r  

of the Big B end N ationa l P a r k .   They  have an  In d o c tr in a tio n  Ce n te r  - -  a  s tone 

bu ild ing  th a t  n e s t l e s  v e r y  m uch  a t  hom e on the la n d sc a p e .  And in  it,  e x h ib i ts  

th a t  te l l s  the s to r y  of i t s  geology, i ts  h i s to ry ,  i ts  p lan t an d  a n im a l  l i fe .  W hat 

a  good g rap h ic  beg inn ing  fo r  a  fam ily  v a c a tio n  to stop h e re  and  l e a r n  abou t w h a t 

they a r e  going to see! I ts  one of the m an y  r e a s o n s  I like  the N ational P a r k  

S e rv ic e .

T h is  w as our f i r s t  encoun te r  w ith  the O d e ssa  Chuck W agon gang. Not 

f i r s t  fo r  m e  b e c a u s e  I h ad  m e t  them  a t  a p o li t ic a l  r a l ly  long ago in, I  b e l ie v e ,  

a  h igh  schoo l gym nasium  in  O d e s sa  an d  they  h ad  given Lyndon one of th e i r  

yellow  s h i r t s .  But h e re  they w e re  - -  so m e  25 o r so s tro n g  s e rv in g  us  

b a r b eque and  f r i jo le s  and  s law  an d  ic e d  tea .  And I w as n e v e r  h u n g r ie r .

I have a  fau lt  to find w ith  s o -c a l le d  banque ts  w h e r e  one is  the h o n o r  gue s t  - -   

you d o n 't  get to ea t .   J u s t  a s  I s t a r t e d  to take a  b ite  G eorge  H artzo g  m o tio n ed  

to m e to stan d up p le a s e .  T h e re  w as a  l i t t le  c e re m o n y .  T h is  w as  the t im e
i
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of c o u r s e  w hen I handed  h im  the ch eck . I had  a l r e a d y  m ade  i t  out fo r  $7 for  

the p a s s  that en t i t le d  m e  to go to a l l  the N ational P a r k s  I  w an ted  to a l l  the t im e  

in  the y e a r  1966.  I  have  no fau lt  to find  with th is .   I  cou ldn ' t spend  $7 b e t t e r .  

B ut b a c k  to the tab le  an d  one good b ite  and  then th e re  w as  a  p r e s e n ta t io n  of 

a  pa in tin g .  I t  w as  a  la n d sc a p e  of the Big Bend c o u n try  done b y  a  lo c a l  a r t i s t  

an d  g iven  to m e  b y  a  m u ch  loved  lo c a l  w om an  who h ad  p layed  a  l a r g e  p a r t  in  

b r in g in g  the P a r k  in to  be ing .  I  w as  d e lig h ted  to have it ,  but s t i l l  h u n g ry .

I got b a c k  to the tab le  and  o th e r  g u es ts  kept com ing  up b e in g  in t ro d u c e d  - -  

a c tu a l ly  m a n y  of them w e re  good f r ie n d s .  The B il l  N o e ls, M am ie  Shepherd .
  

M eanw hile  th e re  w a s  mariachi mu s ic ,  with ̂ a  ta l l ,  h an d so m e  M ex ican  in  an  

e n o rm o u s  h eav ily  e m b ro id e re d  h a t  w ith  a  s a ra p e  o v er  h is  s h o u ld e r  and  singing  

the pla int i ve songs  of M exico -- " G u a d a la ja ra "  "T i erra d e l  so l"  "La Pal o m a " 

an d  of c o u r s e  the "R ancho  G ran d e" .

And then  the tim e c a m e  fo r  m e  to s tan d  up and have m y  p ic tu re  m ad e  w ith  

h im  w e a r in g  h is  h a t  and  h is  s a ra p e  d ra p e d  over m y  sh o u ld e r .

B ac k  a t  the tab le  I w olfed  la r g e  m outh fu ls  of the b e a n s ,  

b a rb e q u e ,  d r a f t s  of the ic e d  tea ,  m ak in g  b e liev e  th e re  w e re  no c a m e r a s  

c l ic k in g  aw ay. I m a d e  i t , s im p ly  w eighing in the fac t  th a t  the p ic tu r e s  w ould  

b e  awful and  decid ing  th a t  one m o re  b i te  w as  w o r th  it .

But, a la s ,  every  tim e I a r o s e  fo r  som e l i t t le  c e re m o n y  the u n ceas in g  

W est T e x a s  w ind would blow aw ay m y   n ap kin  o r  deposit  a  l i t t le  m o re  san d  

in  m y  p la te .   One l a d y 's  p la te  s im p ly  ro s e  up and sw ept aw ay f ro m  in  f ro n t  of her.
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Then  i t  w as  tim e  to s tan d  up  and have m y  p ic tu re  m ad e  w ith  Stu and  

a l l  the a s s e m b l e d  g roup  w ith  the O d e ssa  C huck Wagon gang an d  t e l l  them 

how w o n d e rfu l  the b a rb e q u e  h ad  been!
■

And b a c k  in  the c a r s  we w e re  and  off up to the Chi s os M ounta ins  to the 

P a r k  b a s in  w hich  w as  our d es tin a t io n .

H e re  the la n d  began  to r i s e  m o re  ^sharply. We w e re  leav in g  the e n d le s s ,
■ I ■

h o s t i le  d e s e r t  c o u n try  and  going up in to  the Chi sos  M ountains  th e m s e lv e s  -~ 

tha t  i s  w o rd  fo r  g h o s ts .  Why, I do no t know. Could i t  be b e c a u s e  they  a r e  so
A  ■ ■

lo n e ly  ? And to the v e g e ta t io n  w as  added  the ju n ip e r  t r e e  - -  so w e l l  known to m e  

"bane of the r a n c h e r ' s  l i f e " .  But two o th e r  k inds of ju n ip e rs  I h ave  n e v e r  s e e n  

b e fo re :  the w eeping  ju n ip e r ,  w hose b r a n c h e s  d roop  a s  though they  a r e  about 

to d ra w  th e i r  l a s t  b r e a th  of life ;  and  the a l l ig a to r jun iper, w ith  a  v e r y  rough , 

s c a l y  b a r k .  And the m a d ro n a  t r e e ,  though not a s  p len tifu l  a s  I h a d  s e e n  i t  on 

the C a t to 's  R anch .

A l i t t le  a f te r  2:30, we a r r i v e d  a t  the P a r k  B a s in  h e a d q u a r t e r s  - -  quite  

r u s t i c  f a c i l i t i e s ,  c o m p le te ly  su ited  to the t e r r a in .   I  h a d  a s m a l l  b u t  p le a s a n t  

ca b in  and  thought w hat a  n ice  p lace  th is  would be w ith  abou t th re e  o th e r  people

th a t  you love d e a r ly  -- t he w alk  and  w alk , then r id e  an d  r id e ,  and  m ay b e  p lay

b r id g e  a t  n igh t.

We had  t im e  to change in to  our  c lo thes - -  b lue je a n s  and  r e d -c h e c k e d  

s h i r t  and  m y  s o m b r e r o .  And then a l l  of us  - -  U dalls ,   P a r k  n a tu r a l i s t s ,  

S e c re t  S e r v ic e m e n  an d  som e 70 o r  so  n ew sp ap e r  fo lks , g a th e re d  a t  the beginning 

of " L o s t  M ine" t r a i l  fo r  a  tw o-hour h ike . H e re  i s  w h ere  i t  b e c a m e  quite
■ - '  
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h ila r io u s ly  ev id en t to m e that we w ere  in  a w ay the v ic t im s  of our own 

s u c c e s s !   We had two d ia m e tr ic a lly  op p osed  in com p atib le  e lem en ts .

S u rro u n d e d  by th is  w i l d e r n e s s ,  the re m a je s t i c  tow ering  c r a g s ,  th is  a e o n s  old 

g rap h ic  s to ry  of the geologic h i s to r y  o f the e a r th ,  th is  so l i tu d e  -- i n to i t  c a m e  

the th u n d e r in g  m o t l e y  c re w  of 100 o r  so.

As I s a b e l le  Shelton pu t i t ,  "At B ig  Bend you co u ld n 't  see  the w i ld e r n e s s  

fo r  the peop le ."

T h e re  soon s tood  out one c h a r a c t e r  - -  a  n e w sp a p e r  w om an  in  b r ig h t  r e d  . 

b r i t c h e s  c a r ry in g  a  b r ig h t  r e d  u m b re l la ,  a s  she c l im b e d  the m o u n ta in .  We a l l  

r e m e m b e r  h e r .  And I ex p ec t she got m o re  w o rd s  in  p r in t  and  m o r e  p ic tu r e s  

than  anybody on the t r ip  w ith  the p o s s ib le  ex cep tion  of m e .  . ;

S tu a r t  an d  I s e t  the p ace  and  a  n a tu r a l i s t  cam e  r ig h t  along b e s id e  us  to 

t e l l  u s  abou t the w ild life .   A c tu a l ly  we saw  l i t t l e  wildlife but  how could  w e?  We p ro b a b ly  

f r ig h te n e d  them  a l l  away. None of the p a n th e rs  o r  r a t t l e s n a k e s  th a t  L iz  h ad  

p r o m is e d  u s .  He to ld  u s  they w e re  th e re  bu t r a r e .  The b i r d  life  w as  e n o rm o u s ly  

abundan t.  One, the Colima Wa r b l e r , found only in  th is  a r e a .

A nd m o s t  in te re s t in g  to m e ,  he d e s c r ib e d  the r e l ic  f o r e s t  of m a p le  a n d  

p o n d e ro sa  pine, the huge tru n k s  - -  by some s tra n g e  m y s te r y  of n a tu re ,  they  

w e re  le f t  o v e r  f ro m  a m u ch  e a r l i e r  t im e  when the c l im a te  w as d i f f e re n t  h e r e .

On the o th e r  side of the m ounta in , they w e re  re a c h a b le  by h o rse b a c k .

T he  n a t u r a l i s t , P e r r y  B row n I b e l ie v e  i t  w as ,  told us  that w hen the 

w e a th e r  w as  v e r y  d ry  and  th e re  w as  a  f i r e ,  they w e re  a lw ays  s c a r e d  b e c a u se  

if  a  f i r e  got to th ese  t r e e s  and  they  w ent th e re  would be no m o re .  T h ey  a r e
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not r e s e e d in g  th e m se lv e s .  T hey  a r e  s im p ly  a  f r e a k  of n a tu re  le f t  over  

f ro m  a n o th e r  t im e ,  h u n d re d s  of m i le s  f ro m  any  o th e rs  of th e i r  kind.

The p r e t t i e s t  t r e e s  w e re  the p inon p in e s , like m y  C h r i s tm a s  t r e e .

On  the  w ay  up t o  the m a rv e lo u s  v i s ta s ,  S tu a r t  an d  I r a c e d  to see  who 

co u ld  f i r s t  u se  the line  "on a  c le a r  day you c a n  see  fo re v e r ."  And you c a n ! 

In one d i r e c t io n  you see  in to  M exico. I t ’s a w ild  f r e e  land  and  i t  does  som eth ing  

to  y o u .>
 

L iz  c a l le d  i t  " M a r lb o ro  C o u n try " .  I  th in k  "ro ll-your-ow n c o u n t ry" i s  b e t t e r .

I  s h a l l  r e m e m b e r  i t  haunting ly . But i t  i s  not fo r  the lu x u ry  lo v e r .

A s fo r  " L o s t  M ine" i tse l f ,  i t  w as a  q u ick  s i lv e r  m in e ,  i f  i t  e v e r  e x is te d .  

P e r h a p s  i t  i s  a  legend , though th e re  is  qu ick  s i lv e r  in  the c o u n try  n e a rb y .

At the top of the t r a i l  we a l l  s topped  - -  the n e w sp a p e r  fo lks  got bu t th e i r  

m ic ro p h o n e s  o r ta p e s  o r  ta b le ts  and  I gave a  b r ie f  w o rd -p ic tu re  of the w ay I f e l t  

a b o u t  the day. Wha t  an  a m az in g  c re w  we w e re ]  Life m ag az in e  w as  r e p r e s e n te d  

an d  TIM E and  NEWSWEEK and  " B e t te r  H om es and G a rd e n s"  an d  V en tu re  m a g a -

z ine  an d  of c o u r se  "N ationa l  G e o g rap h ic" .  T h e re  w as B etty  B e a le ,  v e te r a n  

o f W ashington  d raw in g  room  who a c tu a l ly  s e e m e d  to love it .  A nd  N ancy 

D ic k e r so n  who  a lw a y s  m a n ag ed  to look  like she ju s t  s tepped  out of "V ogue". , 

an d  I ' l l  a s s u r e  you th a t  the cond itions  w e re  a d v e r s e .   NBC and  CBS an d  ABC

w e re  a l l  th e r e ,  and  of c o u r se  the w ire  s e r v ic e s  of H elen T h o m as  an d  F r a n c e s
S ta r

Lewin. T e x as  n e w s p a p e rs  w e re  heav ily  r e p re s e n te d  by F t .  W o r th  Star/T e le g ra m ,

Big B end  Sentine l, San Angelo S tandard  T im e s ,  H ouston  C h ro n ic le ,  D a lla s  N ew s, 

E l  P a s o  T im e s ,  A ndrew s County N ew s. And KTBC w as  th e re  w ith  C a c tu s .

~  ........' ""
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Nobody h ad  a  b e t t e r  t im e  than  W auhillau  LaH ay of S c r ip p s -H o w a rd .

And I w il l  n e v e r  fo rg e t  F r e d  M aroon  going b a c k w a rd s  up the s te e p ,  w inding 

m o u n ta in  t r a i l  c a r r y in g  h is  h eav y  w onderfu l  c a m e r a  equ ipm en t.

A m az in g ly , Mad e m o i s e l l e  w as  r e p re s e n te d ,  but i t  c e r t a in ly  w as no 

fa sh io n  show. And a  s iz e a b le  ra n g e  of lo c a l  ra d io  s ta t io n s ,  O d e s sa ,  M idland,

F t .  W orth  - -  one w as  de ligh tfu lly  la b e l le d  P ony  E x p r e s s .  I 'm  s u re  th is  is  

L iz '  h u m o r  and  m e a n t  th a t  he s im p ly  som ehow  o r  a n o th e r  got the d is p a tc h e r s  

out f ro m  th is  r e m o t e  v a s tn e s s  of the w o r ld  down to a  p lace  w h e re  th e re  is  

m o re  than  1 te lephone .

T h e n  we w a lk ed  down the m ou n ta in  and h ad  t im e  fo r  an  h o u r 's  r e s t  

b e fo re  tha t  m o s t  de ligh tfu l p a r t  of the day began.

A bout 6:30 we a l l  g a th e re d  on a  l i t t l e  me sa top, gay w ith  the l i t t le  r e d -  

c h e c k e r e d  tab le  c lo th s  and  a  c a m p f i re  glowing b r ig h t ly  in  the m id d le  of i t .  To 

th e  w e s t  w a s  the m o s t  s p e c ta c u la r  v iew  - -  "the window" - -  a  c le f t  b e tw een  two 

m o u n ta in s .  T h ro u g h  i t  you could  r e a l ly  see  fo re v e r !  T h e re  w as  a n o th e r  m o u n ta in  

ra n g e  f a r  in  the  d is ta n c e .  And to the e a s t ,  r ig h t  beh ind  u s ,  r o s e  a  g igan tic

m o u n ta in  c a l le d  the " C a s t le " .  E v e ry b o d y  w as in  a  m e r r y  m ood. H e re w a s

 
a  w a te r  hole  w h e re  the "w a te r " w as  a  p u re ly  se c o n d a ry  in g re d ie n t .  And then.

a d e l ic io u s ly  a m p le  m e a l  and  p len ty  of t im e  to e a t  it.

E v e ry b o d y  w as  g a y .  /  High s p i r i t s  w e re  co n tag io u s .   We a l l  sw apped 

ta le s  about our  e x p e r ie n c e s  of the day.

To m e , one of  the h a p p iest th ings w a s se e in g  a  ro o m m a te , K a y  Su llivan  

sh e  had b een  then, M rs . W alt e r B r ig s le y  now , o f San derson , T e x a s . We liv e d  
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to g e th e r  in  1930-31 a t  the U n iv e rs i ty ,  and  I had  not s e e n  h e r  in  a t  l e a s t  

25 y e a r s .  It is  m ig h ty  h a r d  to go th rough  S an d erso n  no m a t t e r  w h e re  you 

t r a v e l .  Even  h e r e  she w as 200 m i le s  f ro m  m e . But w hen w e c a l le d  h e r ,  she  

sa id ,  y es  indeed , she and  h e r  h u sb an d  w ould love to d r iv e  up fo r  the b a rb e q u e .

She h a s  b een  a  sch o o l te a c h e r  e v e r  s in ce ,  r a i s e d  a  d au g h te r ,  l iv e d  a  u s e fu l  

if  r a t h e r  n a r ro w  life ,  and  is  one of the s w e e te s t  people I know.  We h ad  so 

m u c h  fun say ing  "You r e m e m b e r  w h e n ? " .

A ll th is  t im e  the m o s t  m a g n if ic e n t  d ra m a  w as  happening in  the sky 

above  u s .  Sundown and tw iligh t - -  the u n c e a s in g  p lay  of l ig h ts  an d   shadow s 

a n d  the n u an c e s  of c o lo r s  in  the sky  an d  on the s id e s  of the m o u n ta in s .

S o m etim es  I th ink the L o rd  m ade  up in  th is  w e s te rn  b ig  sky c o u n try  fo r  

w hat he d id n 't  give u s  in  r a in fa l l ,  in  v e rd a n t  v eg e ta tio n , w ith  the g lo ry  of the 

sky. I t  w as  the m o s t  su p erb  th e a t r e .  F i t  su b jec t  fo r  a  sym phony o r  a  poem  

b u t  fo r  m e ju s t  a n  h o u r  of de ligh t that w as  a lm o s t  tangib le  - -  of the h e ig h ten ed  

fee l in g  of b e ing  a l iv e .

And then  the f ina l,  m a g n if ice n t  touch.  Out above the " C a s t le "  a  fu ll 

m oon  ro s e !   It h a d n 't  b een  in  the p lan s .  Not even  L iz ' p la n s .  And a s  i t  r o s e  

the c a m p  f i r e  g re w  b r ig h te r  - -  the R a n g e r  th rew  on c h u n k s  e v e r y  now a n d  then.

It w as  down in  a hole  w ith  b ig  b o u ld e rs  a ro u n d  it, b u i l t  v e r y  p r o p e r ly .  And 

N avaj o ru g s  b eg an  to be  flung out onto the g round  a ro u n d  the c a m p  f i r e .  And 

th e n  th e re  w as  a n o th e r  h o u r  of m ag ic .
 

F ir s t  a  young group  of co llege  boys f ro m  S u l R o ss  c a l le d  the " B elievers'

young
sang  fo lk  songs - -  f r e s h ,  w h o leso m e  faced  /  co u n try  boys who I 'd  la y  a  be t  never 
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jo in ed  a  p r o te s t  m a r c h ,  though would be qu ick  if needed  to jo in  the A rm e d  

S e rv ic e s .

And then Joe F r a n tz ,  h ead  of the D e p a r tm e n t  of H is tory , a t  the U n iv e rs i ty  

of T e x a s ,  in  syawiqffisiaato:sKaa{>Kffip({>  a  r a t h e r  qu ie t  s in g -so n g  s o r t  of a  v o ice  b eg an  

t o  w eave  to g e th e r  a  f a b r ic  of the p lace  and the tim e we w e re  in - -  w hy the w e s t ,  

th is  p a r t  of the w e s t ,  w as  w hat i t  w a s . . . I t s  h i s t o r y . ..The t r ib a l  p la in s  In d ia n s . ..^

The S panish  c o n q u is ta d o re s ,  the w e s tw a rd  th ru s t  of the A nglos, w ild  ta le s  of 

P ancho Villa, of i t s  econom y, a  d e te rm in e d  h o m e s te a d e r ,  the c a t t le  m a n ,  the

M ex ican s  m ak ing  candel a r i a  wax, the whole ph ilosophy  an d  fe e l  of the  W est.

It w as  a m ood p e a c e  - -  v e r y  sub tly  and  deligh tfu lly  done. A ll of a  p a r t  w ith  

the evening .

C a c tu s  P ry or n a tu r a l ly  w as  the MC, and  he h im s e l f  in a  long b e a r d  c a m e  

hobbling  in  out of the d a rk  w ith  h is  own ta l l  ta le s  of T e x a s .   And then  he 

in t ro d u c e d  B row nie  M cN eil, the P r e s id e n t  of Sul Ross College, w ith  the o b s e rv a t io n  

tha t "You see  n e a r ly  a l l  o u r  e n te r ta in m e n t  tonight i s  P h . D . ' s . "  B ro w n ie  had  

a  g u i ta r  and sang  f ro n t ie r  songs that r a n g e d  f ro m  the old E n g l is h  b a l la d s  o r ig in a t in g  

in  A p p a lach ian s  to r ig h t-o ff- th e -ran g e  ones like  " L i t t l e  Joe th e  Wran g l e r " .

M eanw hile , the fu ll m oon ro s e  h ig h e r  and h ig h e r  above the " C a s t le "  - -  the 

c a m p  f i r e  d ied  so ft ly  - -  every b o d y  s e t t le d  c o m fo r ta b ly  sstk on h is  Navaho b la n k e t  

and  fe l l  in to  the s p e l l  of the m u s ic .

What a  n igh t to r e m e m b e r .  I t  w as  s h e e r  enchantm ent. '

By 10:00 - -  d ead  t i r e d - -  I  w as  glad to say goodnight a n d  go to m y  cab in ,



f u ll to the b r im  of the p r e s e n t  s a t is fa c t io n s  of the day, a  h igh  r a c y  day, w orth  

f ive  o rd in a ry  days of liv ing .


