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P a l m  S u n d ay , A p r il  3 r d , w il l  sta n d  a s  one o f th e  m o s t  u n fo r g e tta b le  d a y s  

I h a v e  l iv e d  th ro u g h  s in c e  L yndon c a m e  in to  th is  jo b . P e r h a p s  a lw a y s .

It b eg a n  v e r y  e a r ly  - -  up b e fo r e  7 :0 0 , d r e s s e d  in  b lu e j e a n s ,  c h e c k e r e d  

s h ir t ,  h e a v y  s t r i p e d  s w e a te r  and te n n is  s h o e s ,  and dow n to  th e  b a s in .  And  

r ig h t in  th e  m id d le  of th e  r o a d , a tab le  s p r e a d  w ith  a r e d  c h e c k e r e d  ta b le  c lo th  

and th e  O d e ssa  c h u c k  w agon  gan g  in  th e ir  d eep  y e llo w  and b row n  s h ir t s ,  p o u r in g  

s c a ld in g ,  "s ix - s h o o t e r  c o f fe e " fr o m  b ig  b la c k  p o ts  and lo a d in g  y o u r  p la te  w ith  

h o t f la p - ja c k s  and h o m e -c u r e d  h a m  and th ic k  b a co n .  Th e y  h ad  s o u r d o u gh 

b is c u i t s  - -  a lth o u g h  th e y  h ad  tr o u b le  m a k in g  th e m  r i s e  in  th is  h ig h  a lt i tu d e .

F o r  so m e  s tr a n g e  r e a s o n ,  a s  t ir e d  a s  I h ad  b e e n  th e  n ig h t b e f o r e , I had  

a  s l e e p l e s s  n ig h t .  One o f th o se  w e ir d  n ig h ts  w hen  you  don 't know  w h e th e r  you  

s le p t  a t  a l l .   I d on 't  know  w h e th e r  i t ' s  due to  e x c ite m e n t  or  h ig h  a lt i tu d e ,  but
-

it  d id  n o t s p o il  m y  a p p e tite  o r  m y  r e l i s h  fo r  the d a y .

W hen w e  h ad  a l l  e a te n  ou r f i l l  -- and I am  su r e  e v e r y b o d y  th r e w  d ie t in g  

to  th e w in d s  on th is  tr ip  --  a  v e r y  you n g p r e a c h e r, Re v e r e n d  D a v is ,  C h a p la in  

o f th e P a r k , s to o d  a t a ru d e p u lp it and  co n d u cted  a  s im p le ,  e f f e c t iv e ,  b r ie f  

P a l m  Sunday s e r v i c e .   B eh in d  h im  lo o m e d  th e  m o s t  s p e c ta c u la r  b a ck g ro u n d ,

 
g r e a t ,  r u g g e d , u p th r u st o f r o c k , r i s in g  to  th e  s k y ,  b a tte r e d  h e r e  and th e r e  

w ith  a p inon  t r e e .  A nd a l l  b athed  in  th e in c r e d ib ly  c l e a r ,  f r e s h  l ig h t  o f  m o r n in g .  

D e e p  dow n in  th e  b a s in  th e y  had  w a tch ed  th e  m o r n in g  c o m e , to u ch in g  f ir s t  the  

p ea k s  o f the h ig h e s t  m o u n ta in s  and th en  m o v in g  on and d ow n .  L ig h t  i s  a g r e a t  

p a rt o f th e  d ra m a  in  t h is  c o u n tr y . 

T h e n, n e x t ,  I p la n ted  a  p inon  t r e e .  P e r f e c t  s h a p e , w o n d er fu l l i t t l e  sp ec im en , 

ab ou t s e v e n  f e e t  h ig h . T h e r e  i s  a  n ew  P a r k  C o n c e ss io n s  b u ild in g  going up with 
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a g r e a t  p ic tu r e  w in d ow  lo o k in g  to w a r d  a h u ge d iv id e  in  th e m o u n ta in s .  A

n a tu r a l, m a g n if ic e n t  v i s t a .  T h is  p ino n w il l  fr a m e  one s id e  o f  the p ic tu r e .

Stu and I d iv id e d  h o n o r s  .

B y  8 :3 0 a.m. w e w e r e  in  ou r c a r s  h e a d e d  fo r  th e p la c e  w h e r e  w e w e r e  to  g e t

in to  th e  r a f t s  fo r  th e  t r ip  down the R io  G r a n d e .  It w a s  a lo n g   r id e  - -

e v e r y th in g  h e r e  i s  lo n g .  It i s  a  w ild ,  fo r b id d in g , h o s t i l e - t o - m a n k in d  of

c o u n tr y .  And  m a g n if ic e n t .  And you  f e e l  you  w ant to  m a tc h  i t .  I do n ot th in k

th at I w il l  fo r g e t  i t  s o o n . We w e r e  d e sc e n d in g  c o n s ta n t ly  from̂  an a lt itu d e  o f

s ix  or  so  th o u sa n d  f e e t  up in  th e  Chisos M ou n ta in s and fr o m  th e  c o u n tr y  o f

p in on  p in e s ,  o a k s  and the ju n ip e r .  S o m e k in d s I h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  b e fo re^  th e
u  p

a ll ig a to r  ju n ip e r  ^  i t s  v e r y  s c a l y  tr u n k | a nd th e d ro o p in g  ju n ip e r  - -  lo o k s

lik e  i t s  lo n g  s in c e  h ad  th e  la s t  d ro p  o f w a te r  in  the w o r ld .

I r e g r e t te d  v e r y  m u ch  that w e w e r e  n ot g o in g  to  s e e  the r e l i ct  f o r e s t .

T h e  D o u g la s  f i r ,  th e Ponde r o s a  p ine and e v e n  so m e  m a p le s  and   ^

q uaking  a sp e n s ju s t  l e f t  o v e r  h e r e ,  h u n d red s o f m i l e s  fr o m  more of their kind. T h e y  

speak of a lo n g  a go  a g e  and a d if fe r e n t  c l im a te  c o n d it io n . T h e F o r e s t R a n g e r  

s a id  it  w a s  v e r y  d r y  and w hen  th e y  sa w  a f ir e  b r e a k  out a n y w h e r e , th ey  w e r e  

m ig h ty  s c a r e d  and w o rk ed  ha r d , b e c a u s e  w hen  th o se  Po n d e r o sa  p in e s   r 

xirstaSSft g o , th e r e  w il l  b e  no m o r e   ( T h e y  a r e  n ot re-se e d in g t h e m s e lv e s  or  

g ro w in g  to  th e  huge s i z e  that th e s e  a t ta in e d . ) '̂ '

k
A fte r  a w h ile  w e w en t down in  th e lo w la n d s wh ic h  a r e  p r in c ip a l ly  m esq u ite  

and c o tto n w o o d . Y ou can  a lw a y s  t e l l  w h e r e   m a n  h a s  b e e n  - -  th e r e  w il l  be  

a  fe w  co tto n  w ood  t r e e s .  . T hat m e a n s  w a t e r .  T h e r e  i s  n oth in g  so  g r e e n  a s  

a  co tto n w o o d  in  th e  e a r ly  s p r in g .  A nd the w in d  s in g s  in  i t s  l i t t l e  r u s t lin g
Wm
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l e a v e s .  T h e d e s e r t  w a s  fu ll  o f a l l  k in d s  o f  c a c tu s ,  m a n y  u n fa m ilia r  to  m e .

A ll s o r t s  o f S p a n ish  d a g g e r th a t I ’m  u s e d  to  - -  a g a v e ,  l i t c h ig ia ,  s o  t a l l .

A p la n t I d id n ’t k n ow , c r e o so te  b u sh , an e v e r g r e e n  sh ru b  w ith  w a x y  l e a v e s  

a n d  s m a ll  y e l lo w  b lo s s o m s  that r a n g e r s  h a te  b e c a u s e  i t  ta k e s  o v e r  e v e r y th in g  - -  

n o th in g  g r o w s  u n d e r  i t .  A nd m o s t  e x o t ic  the ocotillo , "coach w hip", w h ic h  lo o k s

lik e  ab ou t a d o z e n  lo n g  c o a c h  w h ip s s tu c k  in to  the g ro u n d , s p r a yin g  ou t in  a

w e e p in g  fa sh io n  with s m a ll  b r ig h t  r e d  b lo s s o m s  dow n th e ir  s p i n y  s ta lk s  and  

th e  t in ie s t  l i t t l e  g r e e n  l e a v e s .  T h e s e  c o m e  out a f te r  a r a in .  A n y  t im e  i t  r a in s  

th e y  w i l l  c o m e  a g a in  and a g a in , th e  R a n g er  to ld  m e .

H e r e  and th e r e  the lu x u r ia n t b e l l - l ik e  b lo s s o m s  o f  the b ig  yuccas.

n  ■ ' ^
M o s t ly ,  it  w a s  th e  w i ld e s t  co u n try  e v e r  s a w . T h e r e  w e r e  a c r e s  - -  m i l e s - -

 .  
o f  s o m e th in g  c a l le d  "d e s e r t  p a v e m e n t".  T h e y  ju s t  lo o k  about l ik e  b r o k e n  up  

c e m e n t  s ta c k e d  in  s la b s ,  p in k ish  b ro w n , a r id  b eyon d  b e l i e f ,  a s  fa r  a s  you  can  

s e e .  N o w o n d er  th e y  se n d  a s tr o n a u ts  out h e r e  to  t r a in  fo r  a p o s s ib le  la n d in g  

o n  th e  m o o n . 3BK A nd I can  b e l ie v e  th a t s to r y  about a m an  and h is  w ife  w ho  

g ot s tr a n d e d  in  th e ir  c a r  - -  th e y  ran  out of g a s  or  so m e th in g  - -  and  he got ou t  

to  w a lk  fo r  h e lp  and w a s  found d a y s  la t e r  d e a d . /

A nd a d e lig h tfu l s ig h t  I sa w  w a s  a r o a d -r u n n e r  up in  an  oc o t i l lo  - -  a l l  o f  

s ix  f e e t  o ff  th e  g ro u n d . T h o se  w e ir d ,  aw kw ard  b ir d s  can  h a r d ly  f l y .  A nd I 

y e a r n e d  fo r  a c a m e r a .  B ut I hadn't b rou gh t it  p u r p o s e ly .  T h is  a r e a  i s  a  

g e o lo g is t s  sh ow  c a s e ,  tw ic e  c o v e r e d  by an  in la n d  s e a .  Sx xc bo : S o m e  o f  th e  f o s s i l

 r e m a in s  o f s e a  l i f e ,  d in o s a u r s ,  and  e v e n  a g ia n t c r o c o d i le .   A h e a d  o f  on e

h a s  b e e n  u n c o v e r e d . He m u st  h a v e  b een  f if ty  fe e t  lo n g .  S i g ns o f  m o u n ta in -  

" b u ild in g  b y  v o lc a n ic  a c t iv i t ie s  th rou gh  th e  u n to ld  c e n tu r ie s  .  I f y o u  ju s t  knew 
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w hat you w e r e  lo o k in g  a t  it  w ou ld  be in f in i te ly  m o r e  fa s c in a t in g  th an  i t  w a s .

M o s t ly  w h at I c o u ld  th in k  o f w a s  th a t h o m e s t e a d e r , t r a v e l in g  b y  w a g o n  and  

b u r r o  a c r o s s  th is  d e s e r t  w ith  a s m a l l  c h i ld ,  p reg n a n t w ife  and  o n e M e x ic a n   

g u id e  fo r  th e  w e e k  o r  so  th a t i t  to o k  h im  to  g e t  to  th e h o t s p r in g s  th a t h e  s ta k e d  

out a s  h is  o w n . '

A  l i t t l e  a f te r  10 :3 0 w e r e a c h e d  th e  sp o t on th e  R io G rand e where our  r a f t s  .

w e r e  s ta k e d  out and th e  m o s t  h ila r io u s  d ay  r e a l ly  b e g a n .

I s a b e l le  S h e lto n  s a id ,  " T h e re  p ro b a b ly  h a s n 't  b e e n  su ch  a m o t le y  f lo t i l la s

t}
s in c e  th e B r i t i s h  m a r s h a lle d  e v e r y  a v a ila b le  c r a f t  fo r  th e  e v a c u a t io n  a t D u n k ir k ." 

A c tu a lly ,  th e r e  w e r e  s o m e  2 4  r a f t s  - -  about f iv e  o r  s ix  p e r s o n s  a b o a r d  e a c h  - -   

a  t r ip  th a t to o k  u s  o v e r  f iv e  h o u r s  dow n th e  R io  G rande 11 m i l e s ,  th ou gh  it  s e e m e d  

l ik e  a t  l e a s t  f i f t y .  I t 's  r e a l ly  one of the la s t  f r o n t i e r s .

In a l l  of l a s t  y e a r  a l i t t l e  l e s s  than 5 0 0 p e o p le  had m a d e  th e  r a f t  t r ip  - -
 

A m b o k ia s , S an ta  E le n a  and M a sc o w  C a n yon s- -  M a sc o w  w a s  o u r s .   A m on g  

the r iv e r  r i d e r s ,  of c o u r s e ,  w a s  B il l  D o u g la s .

A nd h e r e  w e  w e r e  - -  139 a l l  in  one t r ip .   T he Rio Grande n e v e r  s a w  a n y th in g

lik e  i t !

L a te r ,   Stu s a id ;  "You h a v e  had  a w ild e r n e s s  e x p e r i e n c e , I th in k  

you  w il l  lo o k  b a ck  f iv e ,  te n  or tw en ty  y e a r s  fr o m  now  and th in k  th a t th is  w a s  

so m e th in g  q u ite  s p e c t a c u la r . "   And I s a b e l le  S h e lto n  a n sw e r e d ;  "It  m a y  tak e  th e  

B ig  B end are a  -- ( w ith o u t  q u e s t io n  one o f the   n a t io n 's  m o s t  a w e so m e ly  

sp e c ta c u la r  e x h ib it s  o f la r g e ly  u n d is c o v e re d  n a tu ra l w o n d e rla n d s ) - -  lo n g e r  

th a n  th a t  to  re c o v e r  f r o m  th e  in v a d in g  m o r ta l ."
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I w en t in  a y e l lo w  r a f t ,  Stu and  m e  and J e r r y  K iv itt  and  tw o R a n g e r s  - -   

w h ic h  g a v e  u s  fo u r  w o n d e r fu l p a d d le r s .   Stu i s  a n a tu ra l o u td o o r s  m a n .

B ut I found  th at fo r  m e  th e y  had  an  in f la te d  ru b b er  s e a t  in  th e  fr o n t ,  p r e s u m a b ly   

th e m o s t  c o m fo r ta b le  sp o t on th e  b o a t . B ut i t  a ls o  m a d e  m e  lo o k  about th r e e  . 

f e e t  h ig h  fo r  p h o to g r a p h s . T h ey  s e t  m e  a s id e  a s  h a v in g  s p e c ia l  t r e a t m e n t ,

n

so m e th in g  that I h a v e n ’t q u ite  le a r n e d  to  m a s t e r  --  a s  a v o id in g  th e V IP  tr e a tm e n t   

i s  fr e q u e n t ly  m o r e  t r o u b le  th an  i t ' s  w o r th .

T h e r e  w e r e  tw o e le m e n ts  a t w ar  in  th is  tr ip  - -  tw o  ja r r in g  c o m p o n e n ts  - -

th e  c o u n tr y  and th e  p e o p le .  I l ik e d  th em  b o th , but to g e th e r  th e y  w e r e

p a n d e m o n iu m .  T he c o u n tr y  w a s  so o n  g r e a t  s o a r in g  c l i f f s  th a t r o s e  u p  on

e a c h  s id e ,  1 8 0 0 , 190 0 fe e t  h ig h , l ik e  g ia n t p ip e o r g a n s ,  c a th e d r a l spires,

e m b a tt le m e n ts  o f so m e  lo n g  a go  c iv i l i z a t io n ,  or the  v a s t  e s c a r p m e nts  o f a n o th e r

w o r ld  where th e  d in o s a u r s  m ig h t s t i l l  be l i v in g .   S o m e t im e s  you  w ould even̂ s e e

a c a v e  .  O c c a s io n a lly  in  ju s t  a cu p  fu ll o f s o i l  th e r e  w ou ld  b e  a c a c t u s . S o m e - .

t im e  e v e n  a b lo o m in g  s tr a w b e r r y  c a c tu s ,  a u yu k a , o r n o k a t ia , o r  e v e n  a  stun ted ,

p in o n . And a lo n g  the b a n k s , r iv e r  c a n e ,  th at th e M e x ic a n s  u s e d  to  th a tc h  th e ir

h u ts  w ith .  T h e m o s t  luscio u s  c o a s t a l  B e r m u d a . I w ish  ou r p a s tu r e s  w e r e  

l ik e  i t .  B ut m o s t ly  th e y  w e r e  ju s t  the a w eso m e  s p ir e s  of th e  c a n y o n  w a lls  

p ie r c e d  b y  c e n tu r ie s  o f w in d , e r o d e d  b y  c e n tu r ie s  o f w a t e r ,  w ith  a l l  s o r t s  o f  

t a le s  to  t e l l  to  a g e o lo g is t .  A nd a b o v e , the b lu e s t  s k y .  I th in k  o v e r  and o v e r  

w hat th e  L o r d  d id n ’t g iv e  to  u s  in l u s h  f e r t i l i t y  in, th is  c o u n tr y , he g a v e  in  th e  

d ra m a  o f the sk y  and the l ig h t ,  th e  ch an g in g  l ig h t .  S o m e t im e s  in  the h e a v y   

sh a d o w s o f th e ca n y o n  w a lls  i t  w a s  a lm o s t  p u rp le  and q u ite  c h i l ly .   And then
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in  the su n  it  w a s  b r o il in g  h o t .  T h e r e  w a s  a m o m e n t o f  s i l e n c e .  Y ou w ou ld   

h e a r  th e  s w e e t  c a l l  o f th e  ca n y o n  w r e n .   O nce w e sa w  a p e r e g r in e  fa lc o n  .

M any t im e s  the h ig h - r i s e  a p a r tm e n ts  o f  c l i f f  s w a l lo w s . And a lw a y s  y o u  w e r e  

co n s c io u s  th a t r ig h t  on  th e  o th er  s id e ,  o ften  w ith in  sp itt in g  d is t a n c e ,  w a s  th e

i

b o u n d a ry  o f  M e x ic o .  O nce w e cam e to  a sp o t w h e r e  th e  C o m a n c h e  T r a i l

u s e d  to  c r o s s  th e  r iv e r  w h e r e  t h e  In d ian s on c a t t le  and h o r s e  r a id s  u s e d  to  

c o m e  dow n fr o m  th e  N o r th , s t e a l in g  a l l  th e  c a t t le  and h o r s e s  th e y  c o u ld  g e t

an d  c r o s s  in to  M e x ic o .

T h e  R iv e r  i s  sh a llo w  n e a r ly  e v e r y w h e r e ,  s o m e t im e s  o n ly  ab ou t 15 in c h e s .   

^  _ ( A nd th e n  w h en  w e go o v e r  t h e  p e b b le s  L iz  had  c a l le d  i t  th e  Stauffer Couch tr e a tm e n t . )  
f \

S o m e t im e s  th e r e  w e r e  r a p id s .   T h e y  w e r e  th e d e lig h t o f th e  p h o to g r a p h e r s .  

T h e r a ft  r o l le d  and tw is t e d ,  o a r s m e n  fought to  gu ide i t .  S o m e o f th e m  o v e r -  i

tu r n e d .  O u rs w ith  e x p e r t  p a d d le r s  n e v e r  d id . S o m e t im e s  i t  d e e p e n e d  to

20 f e e t ,  in  c a lm  p o o ls  sh a d ed  by the ca n y o n  w a l l s .  A nd I r e m e m b e r  th e

h o m e s t e a d e r s ' s t o r ie s  o f th e  30  and  40  pound c a t f is h  th e y  u s e d  to  c a t c h .  A nd

B i l l  D o u g la s ' ,  a  c a t f is h  e v e n  b i g g e r .

B u t th en  th e r e  w a s  the o th er  co m p o n en t - -  the h ila r io u s  c o m p o n e n t o f  th o se

139 p e o p le  - -  la u g h in g  and s h r ie k in g  and jo k in g , fa ll in g  out o f  th e  r a f t s  b y
and

a c c id e n t  in  th e  r a p id s  / on p u rp o se  in  th e  good  sw im m in g  h o le s .

The star of the show was the lady with the red parasol.  Yesterday on the

walk she had worn  red pants, designed for a much slimmer woman, and 

 carried every foot of the way a red parasol. To our incredulous delight she 

still gripped it the entire five hours of the trip down the Canyon a n d  was the

second most photographed person along. I'm sure. She had one runner-up.
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A n e w sp a p e r  w o m a n  in  a b la c k  and w h ite  p o lk a -d o t  b ik in i w ith  a f ig u r e  to  s u it  

i t .  ■
' ■ •- - 

F r a n c e s  Lewin and  H e le n  Tho m a s ,  w ho m a y  n e v e r  h a v e  h a n d led  a p ad d le

b e f o r e ,  p a d d led  p r a c t ic a l ly  th e w h o le  w a y .

I w a s  a lw a y s  c o n s c io u s  o f  th e  p h o to g r a p h e r s  w ith  th a t eq u ip m e n t w o rth  

th o u sa n d s  o f d o l la r s ,  sc r a m b lin g  ov e r th e  s l ip p e r y  r o c k s ,  ju m p in g  out o f  th e   

r a f t s  tr y in g  to  get to a va n ta g e  p o in t a s  w e  w o u ld  c o m e  down th e  r a p id s .  I t ' s

a m a z in g  - -  the o n ly  c a s u a lty  o f th e  tr ip  w a s  a  m a n  w ho h a d  s l ip p e d  in  h is  

b e d r o o m  b a c k  a t th e  H o te l on the f i r s t  n igh t g e tt in g  up to  a n s w e r  th e  te le p h o n e  

in  a h u r r y  and b ro k e  h i s  a n k le .  

T h e r e  w e r e  a lw a y s  c r i e s  o f " m an o v e r b o a r d " .   A nd I r e m e m b e r  on e  

m o m e n t in  g o in g  dow n the r a p id s  I sa w  a m a n  c lin g  to  a  r o c k  and  f ig h tin g  a  

lo s in g  b a tt le  to  m a in ta in  h is  g r ip  a g a in s t  the sw ift  r u sh  o f th e  w a t e r .   I n e v e r  

knew  w hat h a p p e n e d , but a p p a r e n t ly  he le t  go and go t s a f e ly  to  c a lm  w a t e r .

O nly  I  in s i s t e d  th at I , to g e th e r  w ith  L e e ,  ta k e  a tu rn  w ith  th e  p a d d le s  

We d id . I lo v e d  i t .  I a lw a y s  l ik e  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  w h a te v e r  i s  b e in g  d o n e . If  

I 'm  on th e  w a te r ,  I w ant to  sw im  o r  p a d d le . W hen I 'm  in  th e  c o u n tr y , I 'd r a th e r  

w a lk  than  r id e .   A t l e a s t  u n til I ’v e  a b so r b e d  a good  a cq u a in ta n ce  w ith  the la n d .  

A nd it  w a s  w h en  I w a s  p ad d lin g  th a t th e y  got the m o s t  h i la r io u s  p ic tu r e  o f a l l  - -  

Stu U d a ll s tr e tc h e d  out in  k in g ly  c o m fo r t  on h is  b a c k , s u r v e y in g  th e  s c e n e r y  

w hen you on ly  to  lo o k  b a ck  to  la u g h , s e e in g  our f lo t i l la  o f s o m e  2 4  s p r e a d  up  an d  

down th e  R iv e r .   I to o k  o ff  m y  s h o e s  and  sa t  on the ed g e  o f  th e  r a f t  and  

m y  f e e t  in  th e  c o o l  w a t e r . T he R a n g e r s  o ffe r e d  u s  a  s ip  fr o m  t h e ir  c a n te e n .  

T hough  lu k e w a r m , how  w e lc o m e  it  w a s  .  A nd L e e  had v e r y  w is e ly  tucked s o m e  
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a p p le s  in  h is  b ag  w h ich  w a s  sh a r e d  fr o m  tim e  to  t im e .

W e s to p p e d  a t R at t le s nake b a r , n a m ed  b y  L i z ,  w h e r e  w e  h ad  a q u ite  g o o d  

b o x e d  lu n ch  - -  f r ie d  c h ic k e n  and d e v ile d  e g g s ,  c o o k ie s .  A nd s o m e  o f  u s  h ad   

the fo r e s ig h t  to  put th e  r e s t  b a ck  in  th e  sa c k  for  th e  r e s t  o f the t r ip .

W hat a  m a n y -fa c e te d  jo b  i s  "a d v a n c in g " !   S o m eb o d y  h a d  to  th in k  about  

g e tt in g  th o se  p o r ta b le  jo h n n ie s  dow n th e  R iv e r  a h ea d  o f u s  and s e t  up  in  d i s c r e e t   

s p o t s .  E v e r y b o d y  w a s  h ap p y  and fu ll o f la u g h te r , and e v e n  B e t ty  B e a le ,  th e  ■ -  ■ 

m o s t  u n lik e ly  ca n d id a te  fo r  su c h  a to u r ,  lo v e d  i t .   (Bu t L iz  C a r p e n te r  w a s  h e a r d  

t o  r e m a r k  a t th e  end  o f the d ay  th a t sh e  o n ly  w a n ted  to  go to  p la c e s  th a t th e  

R o c k e f e l l e r 's  h ad  th e  c o n c e s s io n s  fr o m  now  o n . )  

S o m e h ow  N a n c y  D ic k e r s o n , w h o se  c a m e r a  in c id e n ta l ly  w a s  a lw a y s  in  th e   

r ig h t  p la c e ,  m a n a g e d  to  lo o k  l ik e  sh e  h ad  ju s t  s te p p e d  r ig h t  ou t o f  V o g u e . '

In th e  m id d le  o f the a f te r n o o n , w e e m e r g e d  fr o m  the c a n y o n s  a  f la t t e r  

c o u n tr y . T h e r iv e r  ca n e  w a s  h e a v y  on e a c h  s id e .  A nd su d d e n ly  in  a  b r e a k  in  

i t  w e  sa w  a l i t t l e  c a m p s i t e ,  w ith  four M e x ic a n s  s ta n d in g  q u ite  s i le n t  and s t i l l  - -  

one in  a b r ig h t  red  s h ir t .  T he R a n g e r s  e x p la in e d  s o m e w h e r e  b a c k  in  the b u s h e s  

th e y  had  th e ir  b o i l er o r  w h a te v e r  it  ta k e s  - -  th at th e y  w e r e  tu rn in g  th e  c andel aria ^

c
p lan t in to  a v e r y  fin e  w a x . It i s  o f the v e r y  h ig h e s t  g ra d e  fo r  c o m m e r c ia l  

p u r p o s e s .  S o m eb o d y  q u ip p ed , " tell 'e m  i t ' s  C oron ado  co m in g  b a c k ."

A nd ju s t  b e fo r e  w e la n d e d , in  tireac th at in c r e d ib le  b lu e  s k y  so m e  c lo u d s  

r o l le d  u p . A nd a l ig h t  sh o w e r  o f r a in  f e l l  m e r c i f u l ly  on th e  la n d  and  the la d y  

\^ith th e  r e d  u m b r e lla  w a s  ju s t i f ie d  a g a in ]  B u s e s  w e r e  w a itin g  fo r  u s .  It had  

a f te r  a l l  o n ly  ta k en  x  u s  about f iv e  h o u r s .  And th en  th e r e  w a s  a n o th e r  h o u r ' s
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d r iv e  w ith  e v e r y b o d y  q u ite  w e a r y  to  the R io  G rande V il la g e  C am p G ro u n d .

I w en t in to  th e  l a d i e s ' r o o m  and ch a n g ed  in to  c le a n e r  and d r y e r  c lo t h s .  S om e
. . . .  I

o f th e  p eo p le  w e r e  wrin g in g  w et - -  n ot u s  - -  ju s t  sp r a y e d  and v e r y  d ir ty .

A nd th en  w e  w en t out in to  a  b ig  g r o v e  o f co tto n w o o d s th a t su r r o u n d s  a l i t t l e

la k e  w ith  a m a g n if ic e n t  v ie w  o f th e  S ie r r a  D e l Car m en  m o u n ta in s  o v e r  in  M e x ic o  -- 

e v e r y
sh a d e  o f  la v e n d e r  and b lu e  and m is t y  w h ite  a n d  m auv e.

A nd now came ou r o ld  f r ie n d s ,  th e  O d e s s a  C huck  W agon gang w ith  a  b a rb eq u e

Cly
pit and  s o m e  m a r v e lo u s  s m e ll in g  s t e a k s ,  p r e c e d e d  b y  m a r g a r i ta s o r  s c o tc h

and a  good  r e c l in in g  sp o t on  th e  g r a s s !  N a sh  C a s tr o  jo in e d  u s  and  D ic k  W h ite ,

C o n g r e s s m a n  fr o m  th is  D is t r ic t  who h a s  b e e n  w ith  u s  e v e r y  fo o t  o f th e  w a y .

— ■ V y
I m e t  a lo t  of th e  lo c a l  l a d i e s  -- and  lo c a l  c o v e r s  a  p r e t ty  w id e  ra n g e  in  th is  

c o u n tr y  -- w ho h ad  m a d e  the f lo w e r  c e n te r  p ie c e s  fo r  our ta b le s  th a t  w e r e  o n c e  

m o r e  b e d e c k e d  w ith  th e r e d -c h e c k e d  ta b le  c lo th s  .

W e w e r e  g r a te fu l fo r  ou r h e a r ty  d in n e r .

A l i t t le  b it o f w in d  c a m e  up  w ith  sa n d  in  it  - -  one o f the h a z a r d s  o f  th is  

c o u n tr y .  T h e r e  w a s  g u ita r  m u s ic  - -  s o n g s  o f  th e  c o u n tr y .  Stu U d a ll h an d ed  

out to  the r e p o r t e r s  and p h o to g r a p h e r s  an h i la r io u s ly  w o rd ed  c e r t i f ic a t e  

a n n ou n cin g  th e y  a r e  m e m b e r s  of the o r ig in a l A m e r ic a n  w e t - b o t t o m s .

F u ll  to  the b r im , with e x e r c i s e  and s ig h ts  and la u g h te r , w e ro d e  h o m e  and

w e r e  g r a te fu lly  in  b ed  b y  9 :3 0 .

I s a b e l le  S h e lto n 's  l a s t  l in e  about the day: "O nly th e  f it  s u r v iv e ."


