- Mountains, took a last look at the tree I had planted'in front of what was

' the ocotillo cactus standing 15 or so feet tall, its spines spraying out rather

" The local vf_olks- tell me .é.'little“ra;in and out come the blooms and the\fi'soi'ne

leaves and then if it ever rains again some more blooms.

‘Jefferson Davis was Secretary of War and named after him. It's in Péasant - /7:‘70
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We were up early; and é.t 8:00 said goodbye to the basin in the Ch;sos,'

going to be a picture window for the new fecrgatioh hall. iwohderéd if 1 '.
\a‘rould;e\-f'er .get béck again, I aske& one of the Rangers‘whb came mo_stiy E
to visit the Park; Itwié the 1éast'viSited one of all the 32 National P'arks Beca’.u‘s.ei :
it; is the fartherest on the rim of the ‘v‘vorld.' ’He sa;d re‘t"ired people in trail'ei-s,
Boy' Scouté and youth groups _an.d l.o‘.t‘s of foreign .Students who see;n thé nioét \
appréciativé and the most afﬁézed of é.ll.

We drove for 2 hoursA to Fort ].)_'a.vi.'%. On the way-II got some pictures c.:f‘

-y

gracefully like a fountain and at this season covered with tiny pi'nkgf;ed blooms.

The main event. of the day was to dedicaté For.t’ Davis. as a Na_tio’nal:
Historic site,

Our entourége arrived there about ld:30 to ;ne of the most cé_lérful
scenes of all my traveliﬁg. ‘It‘s an old army'f'ort eStabiished in 1854 .when 'v
Box Canyon in the scenic Davis Mbuﬁtains' mile-high éountry. And its mission
was to guard the wagon trains and stag‘e‘ coaches énd immigrahtsﬂd espec1ally
the mail along the San Antonm El Paso rqad from the host11e Comanches and

x\. MWA—
Apacne Indla.ns and the Keocass
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ane neares?,\}?‘ort was I;‘ortb Bliss -~ 200 miiee awayﬁ.

- The sight that gree-ted our ejres w'ae about 5, ‘000' West Texa.ns._, Men,
.women and chlldren.,‘;-r/ld beileve me that's a lot of folks to gether in that

land %%ayly dressed h1gh school ba.nds from Marfa and Alplne and Marathon

~and Pecos.. | |

‘ Everybody mingled around in the parade gnoun-ds afound thch some 'v

two dozen or so bu11d1ngs of the old Fort st1ll stood. There were low, red-stoned -

- bu1ldmgs, long cool porches w1th white columns running along the fronts, m“;

Ml\a

FRETRER SIS

. ' o , , i
99,(2: %certam dignity and charm 1nt0 this countrY. T ' R A

i
i

Right behind them very dramatically there was a steep escarpment of
' the Davis M ountains. ,
I wondered if it was thereAthe quality I sensed in this crowd -~ more open, B
" eager, fr1endly -= Oor is that MJust a quality I like to ascnbe to’ West Texans?
| dened A2

Cﬁ" At any ra.te, they weren't assoc1atéﬁaw1th s0- called celebrities Gve*r*the—ﬁnce
W like this. And a sort of contagious excitement se_emed to spread‘from them to
me to everybody in the group.

Nellie was thereto meet me, She h_ad come a long way, bringing with
her Ben Barne s, Speaker of the House, I appreciated the show. of friendship

and solidarity.. The pape‘rs are alwaye trying to promote a feud between John '

and us. And I appreciated her working at John's job)because Texas -~ everything

ST

[ about Texas -- is his.job.

.And there were two descendants of the wa.rrlors who had fouOht there to

m eet me: James O‘Cheer, grandson of a Ke-oa—s warrior and La.wrence Tomer. Jz.




‘been built very much in the architecture of the 'old Fort. He Showed us diarama,
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great grandson of Heart Eater, a fierce Cemanche -- in full feathered head»

dress and looking very amiable and at home. If they spoke of yesterdays ra.ther

: romant151zed flghtlng they would bj rem1nde1;§of today’s._. i(vo 1nfantrymen

who had been wounded in action in Viet-Nam -- Prlvate Joe Ryor1s _of Corpp.s_ .

o Christi»and Private James Crawford of Omaha. Nebraska. We had our p1ctures .

made together and then I quite snnply said "Thank you' to thern for my husband

‘and me and '_'good luck!,

| First, Superintendent Smith took us through the new museum which has

B o e e e e

'old un1forrn s, weapons, maps of the cattle tralls, and a brlef hlstory of the

old Fort from ’54/When it was estabhshed)to '91 when the ﬂa.g came down for

the last time, and the Indian raids paésed'into historjr - It hé.d nad an interesting' i
tim e, that Fort. Its acting depot Commander had once been a young Colonelw
Robert E. Lee and it had been his duty to make use of the camels that J’efferson o

Davis had secured thr_ough a Congr_essiOna.l appropriation 0F30, 000 in 1855 to

' conduct experinmrents with them as pack amak animals in the western Army'

ins ta.lla.(ti_c:x:i.)

Onx one reconnaissance to Fort Davis the soldiers went five days covering

- 120 miles without finding a drop of water. The camels carried water for the

troops but didn‘t drink a drop themselves.

Among the travelers that Fort Davis had protected had been gold seekers

Agomg along the ﬁutter;‘ﬁeld rallé’ to Cahforma. ~
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Lm-st, _Supe rintendent Smith said about,qne-féurth of the‘ bt.xilvdings. ,};ad'
. beeh :esto'red'or p.reserved at a cost of some $l2‘.5>0, 000. And 1asf'year, '
107, 000 pc'e.r_sons.vis.-ited thg Fvort to sée how the frontier A;n’iy us.éAd to live. . | ‘ i
| '_I‘ﬁen it was time to go up on the bunfing draped platform with ‘the Udalls .
Aand oﬁr Congregsmiah Ri‘cha.r.d Whife who'wa‘.‘ls iwith us every’ étep of théAWa'y‘.‘.-.r x
| And George Hkrtzog and Neliie aﬁd~ Ben Bai‘nes and John‘ﬁen Shepherd. And
~ all of the local peopie, the spoﬁ-s'ors, whb are fesponsible for h;.ving bfougﬁ;
Fort Davis‘ba'ck to life --;"the Fc;‘r"t Davis Hisforicé.l Sc;‘»ciety and R‘epres.entaltive‘s';i e
of tl;xe Chambers of C;erz;xerce of Alpme- and.Ma;rathon and Marfé. and Odessa.

ey .
.a.nd Pecos’ -- everybody who is Qto.build“West Texa.s and ha.s a hand .in this

e : : . 2 B
) . ‘ . . : . : ‘ ’ .‘ H '..
s . . P ) .

restoration, e
Diqk White spoke and StuUdall and. Ceorge Ha’rtzogAa..nd Suéérintendent o

Smith. | S L SR S |
But to me the rhdst thrilling t.hing Qas not what aanodSr said buf _S.Ome

of the s1ghts,

Gunﬂaq»vw—-—

A man in the uniform of a cavalier of 1875 posed qu1etly on his horse l1ke

: /LJ.J- O?&/\J—p_x_
a ghost out of the past aa&-ef-th.e_.g.:ay grounds of the Fort.

And then an American flag Wlth 37 stars marking the number of the States
in the Union when the post was deactivated was run up the flagpole as '"The. i
Star Spangled Banner' in a very strange cadence as it was played in those days.
When it was my time to speak, I said that the .real signiﬁcaxice of this

D

”"\Althoﬁgh Gemini 8 has taken us one step closer to the moon, we still have time v

dedication is in what it says,}éout the character of the American people.
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to walk inro Our past. We still have time to preserve our heritage for the
gu.idance of future generatrons. ' W}:1iie'we continue'& to explore new fronf:iers
in outer space; we must exert more .ef‘fort irrto r‘nabking the w0r1d irl,whi’ch we o
"live a better and xrnore attractive plac'e to work, ro élay, ‘arzd to rei‘se our -

mn L : o o
fam ilies. - - S o , ' S e

Then I tried to thank all the West Texans for what they ha.d done in
bringing old Fort Davis back tolife.

And Stu andmnd I marched off the platform and placed the bronze '
plaque on the stone pedestal at the foot’ of the flagpole and declared Fort Davis
' m | a National H1stprrc Site. And then the ceremon;y'wa.e\. over'.v'
s : 1 shook hands.' and wave.d and-emiled and sometirnes even. ‘hugé@ed. i.'Ar1dbne» S

old lad.y came up to me and preSSed.in(to.‘m;y”hands a y‘ellowed.nev_v‘s‘paper -= it B

wa.s‘ ornllyj- later t}rat_.i sew that it“s date was vthel surhrrrer of 1941 -- lLvyvndc'sn‘.s flrst
race for the Senate. And she se.id, "You can see ‘how much Vre lqv.e }'reu 511.

I've saved thisAall these years, ' |

There were tWo of M. D. Bryant's grandchiidren there.
;
w5

Everywhere I went there/somebody who had known Lyndon &5 Sam MarCOS "/
eimNYA’}w_hen he was Senetor. |

_Fina.ily \re rvaved goodbye for the ié.st tirhe to.the OdeSse Chuck Wagon
-gang who was staying on to pre;pare the bar’eeque for the West Texans.

The paper xm said, "It's been a great day for West'Texe.s. "

At any rate 1t was a great day for me.
We left the Pres1d10 alrport a httle after 1:00 -~ had a bi.t olf‘ lunch on

board and were at Austin about 2:15,

- . .
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Itook Stu Udall -~ Lee had gone on to a meeting of Indians in Santa Fe -~
and George Hartzog and we departed for the R}a.nchb wh_ere we were met by
Mr. Krueger and Mr. Woodbin and Mr. Kiley who had come at the request of

‘Stu to have a look at the'pr_oposed Park areax across from the main Ranch _

3 -

. house.

. We drove all around the eiscursingmes of the Park a couple of times. There mayv o

A, W. metus., We looked at the plans the State of Texas had suggested

Ca&Cum/\L,Ze,asf_

never be eny Park. "There is local resistence, fed by wild rumors that it would -

mean the removal of the Lutheran Church and the cemetery. And a rapacious

2

e

L - .- . R . . —— * wrtny

‘rise in the prices asked for the land. The gist of their feeling was that if there _ |

‘ever was a Park it must' have some waterfront ﬁrst. Second, that the road ‘.

| should probably be removed from ‘right in front of our house into the park"

-

.,
s )
\ .

instead off of the m ain highway -- mosthr walking paths. ».

.The71ike the idea. oi' o.sbing‘the open fields for'a;_ ca.rpet of wildflow,.v.'ers...
And A, W. explained to them Lyndon's idea of using at least part of it f‘or‘hative
wildlife -- especially the whitetail deer.’ o |

| Then A. W. left and I took Stu and Mr. Harfzog and Mr. Krueger, Mr.‘.

Woodbin and Mr. K11ey in the ng An: over to the WestRanch and we drove
around for about an hour and a half as evemng waned watch1ng the deer in great
multitudes, jump the etone-fenees, graze untroubled in the pastures in herds of -
50 or more. It was a fascmatlng s1ght and they m rewarded me by bemg as
thrllled as I am alwaye thr111ed They hadn't known Texas would be like th15. |

Many of them _ha.d been to Africa and compare’d x it to the great game pre_shezfve_s
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: Then we kdrove ho¥n e pa;@sf.the Sharnhorst, around the -State Coach roac‘i.
and into the vélley and on back to the mait} Ranch house —- except -for Stu
who had had ‘to léé,i;_*e at the West Ranch to take a pl‘ane' directly‘ into = Austm
where he was‘ to a;d&ress a conservation groﬁp. | o




