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W ''

We w e r e  up  e a r l y ,  a n d  a t  8:00 s a id  goodbye to the b a s i n  in  the  Chi s o s 

M o u n ta in s ,  to o k  a  l a s t  lo o k  a t  th e  t r e e  I h a d  p la n te d  in  f r o n t  of w h a t  w a s  

go ing  to be  a  p i c t u r e  w indow  f o r  the  n e w  r e c r e a t i o n  h a l l .  I w o n d e r e d  if  I 

w o u ld  e v e r  g e t  b a c k  a g a in .  I a s k e d  one of the  R a n g e r s  w ho c a m e  m o s t ly  

to v i s i t  the  P a r k .  I t  i s  the l e a s t  v i s i t e d  one of a l l  the 32 N a t io n a l  P a r k s  b e c a u s e  

i t  is  the  fa r t h e s t  on the  r i m  o f  the w o r ld .   He s a id  r e t i r e d  p e o p le  in  t r a i l e r s .  

B o y  S cou ts  a n d  y o u th  g ro u p s  a n d  lo t s  of f o r e ig n  s tu d e n ts  w ho  s e e m  the  m o s t  

a p p r e c i a t i v e  a n d  the  m o s t  a m a z e d  of a l l .

We d ro v e  f o r  2 h o u r s  to F o r t  D a v is .  On the  w ay  I  go t s o m e  p i c t u r e s  of 

the  o c o t i l lo  c a c t u s  s ta n d in g  15 o r  so  f e e t  ta l l ,  i t s  s p in e s  s p r a y in g  o u t  r a t h e r  

g r a c e f u l ly  l ik e  a  fo u n ta in  a n d  a t  th is  s e a s o n  c o v e r e d  w i th  t in y  p in k  r e d  b l o o m s .  

T h e  l o c a l  fo lk s  t e l l  m e  a  l i t t l e  r a i n  a n d  ou t c o m e  the b lo o m s  a n d  then  so m e  

l e a v e s  a n d  then  if  i t  e v e r  r a in s  a g a in  s o m e  m o r e  b lo o m s .

T h e  m a i n  e v e n t  of the  d ay  w a s  to d e d ic a te  F o r t  D av is  a s  a  N a t io n a l  

H i s t o r i c  s i t e .

O u r  e n to u r a g e  a r r i v e d  t h e r e  a b o u t  10:30 to  one of the  m o s t  c o lo r f u l  

s c e n e s  of a l l  m y  t r a v e l in g .  I t ' s  a n  o ld  a r m y  f o r t  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1854 w h en  

J e f f e r s o n  D av is  w a s  S e c r e t a r y  of W ar a n d  n a m e d  a f t e r  h im .  I t ' s  in  P e a s a n t
/

b ox c a n y o n  in  the  s c e n ic  D av is  M o u n ta in s '  m i l e - h ig h  c o u n t ry .  A nd i t s  m i s s i o n  

w a s  to g u a r d  the w agon  t r a i n s  a n d  s ta g e  c o a c h e s  a n d  i m m i g r a n t s  a n d e s p e c i a l l y  

the  m a i l  a lo n g  the  San A n to n io -E l  P a s o  r o a d  f r o m  the h o s t i l e  C o m a n c h e s  a n d  

A p ach e  In d ia n s  a n d  the  Ki owas .



MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H t N Q T O M  j

M on d ay , A p r i l  4 , 1966 P a g e  2 '

 
T h e  n e a r e s t other fo r t  w a s  F o r t  B l i s s  - -  200 m i l e s  aw ay .

T h e  s ig h t  th a t  g r e e t e d  o u r  e y e s  w a s  a b o u t  5 ,0 0 0  W es t  T e x a n s  - -  m en,
Cr̂

w o m e n  a n d  c h i ld r e n .  A nd b e l ie v e  m e  t h a t ' s  a  lo t  of fo lk s  to ga t h e r  in  th a t

la n d .  And g a y ly  d r e s s e d  h ig h  sc h o o l  b a n d s  f r o m  M a r fa  a n d  A lp ine  a n d  M a r a th o n  

a n d  P e c o s .

E v e ry b o d y  m in g le d  a r o u n d  in  the  p a r a d e  g ro u n d s  a r o u n d  w h ic h  s o m e  

tw o d o z e n  o r  so  b u i ld in g s  of the o ld  F o r t  s t i l l  s to o d . T h e r e  w e r e  low , r e d - s t o n e d  

b u i ld in g s ,  lo n g  c o o l  p o r c h e s  w i th  w h ite  c o lu m n s  ru n n in g  a lo n g  th e  f r o n t s ,  bringing  

a c e r t a i n  d ig n i ty  a n d  c h a r m  in to  th is  c o u n t r y .

R ig h t  b e h in d  th em  v e r y  d r a m a t i c a l l y  th e r e  w a s  a  s te e p  e s c a r p m e n t  of 

th e  D a v is  M o u n ta in s .

I  w o n d e re d  if  i t  w a s  th e re  -- the q u a l i ty  I  s e n s e d  in  th is  c ro w d  - -  m o r e  o p en ,

'7e a g e r ,  f r i e n d ly  - -  o r  i s  th a t  j u s t  a  q u a l i ty  I l ik e  to a s c r i b e  to  W e s t  T e x a n s ? 

A t a n y  r a t e ,  th e y  w e r e n ' t  used to a s s o c i a t ing wi th  s o - c a l l e d  c e l e b r i t i e s   

like th is .  A nd a  s o r t  o f c o n ta g io u s  e x c i t e m e n t  s e e m e d  to  s p r e a d  f r o m  th em  to 

m e  to e v e r y b o d y  in  the  g ro u p .

N e ll ie  w a s  t h e r e to m e e t  m e .  She h a d  c o m e  a  long  w ay , b r in g in g  w ith  

h e r  B en  B a r n e s ,  S p e a k e r  o f  the H o u se .  I a p p r e c i a t e d  the  show  of f r i e n d s h ip  

a n d  s o l id a r i t y .  . T h e  p a p e r s  a r e  a lw a y s  t ry in g  to p ro m o te  a  feu d  b e tw e e n  Jo h n  

a n d  u s .  A nd I a p p r e c i a t e d  h e r  w o rk in g  a t  J o h n 's  job, b e c a u s e  T e x a s  - -  e v e r y th in g  

a b o u t  T e x a s  - - i s  h is  job .

A n d  t h e r e  w e r e  two d e s c e n d a n t s  of the  w a r r i o r s  w ho h a d  fo u g h t  t h e r e  to 

m e e t  m e :  J a m e s  O 'C h e e r ,  g r a n d s o n  of a  K iowa w a r r i o r  a n d  L a w r e n c e  T o m e r ,  Jr .^

-?
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g r e a t  g r a n d s o n  of H e a r t  E a t e r ,  a  f i e r c e  Co m a n c h e  - -  i n  fu l l  f e a t h e r e d  h e a d  

d r e s s  an d  lo o k in g  v e r y  a m ia b le  a n d  a t  h o m e .  If they  sp o k e  of y e s t e r d a y s  r a t h e r  

r o m a n t i c i z e d  f ig h t in g  t h e r e  w e r e  ^ r e m i n d e rŝ o f  today 's .- -  t w o i n f a n t r y m e n  

w ho h a d  b e e n  w o u n d ed  in  a c t io n  in  V ie t  N a m  - -  P r i v a t e  Jo e  R y o r i s  of C o r p u s  

C h r i s t i  a n d  P r i v a t e  J a m e s  C r a w f o r d  of O m aha, N e b r a s k a .   We h a d  o u r  p i c t u r e s  

m a d e  to g e th e r  a n d  th en  I q u i te  s im p ly  s a id  " T h a n k  you"  to th e m  f o r  m y  h u s b a n d  

a n d  m e  a n d  "g o o d  lu c k " .

F i r s t ,  S u p e r in te n d e n t  S m ith  took  u s  th ro u g h  the new  m u s e u m  w h ic h  h a s  

b e e n  b u i l t  v e r y  m u c h  in  the  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of the o ld  F o r t .  H e sh o w e d  u s  a diorama, 

o ld  u n i f o r m s ,  w e a p o n s ,  m a p s  of the  c a t t l e  t r a i l s ,  a n d  a  b r i e f  h i s t o r y  o f  the 

o ld  F o r t  f r o m  '5 4 , w h en  i t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  to ' 91 w hen  the f la g  c a m e  dow n f o r  

th e  l a s t  t im e ,  a n d  the In d ian  r a i d s  p a s s e d  in to  h i s t o r y .   I t  h a d  h a d  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  

t i m e ,  th a t  F o r t .   I t s  a c t in g  dep o t C o m m a n d e r  h a d  once  b e e n  a  y o u n g  C o lo n e l named  

R o b e r t  E .  L e e  a n d  i t  h a d  b e e n  h is  du ty  to m a k e  u s e  o f  the c a m e l s  th a t  J e f f e r s o n  

D a v is  h a d  s e c u r e d  th ro u g h  a  C o n g r e s s io n a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  of $3 0 ,0 0 0  in  1855 to  

c o n d u c t  e x p e r i m e n t s  w i th  th e m  a s  p a c k   a n im a l s  in  the w e s t e r n  A r m y  

i n s t a l l a t i o n s .

O n one r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  to  F o r t  D av is  the  s o l d i e r s  w e n t  f iv e  d a y s  c o v e r i n g  

120 m i l e s  w ith o u t  f ind ing  a  d ro p  of w a t e r .  T he  c a m e l s  c a r r i e d  w a t e r  f o r  the 

t r o o p s  b u t  d id n ' t  d r in k  a  d ro p  th e m s e lv e s .

A m ong  the  t r a v e l e r s  th a t  F o r t  D av is  h ad  p r o t e c t e d  h a d  b e e n  go ld  s e e k e r s  

go ing  a lo n g  the B u t t e r f i e l d  T r a i l s  to C a l i f o r n ia .
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S u p e r in te n d e n t  Sm ith  s a id  a b o u t  o n e - f o u r th  of the  b u i ld in g s  h ad  

b e e n  r e s t o r e d  o r  p r e s e r v e d  a t  a  c o s t  o f  so m e  $ 2 5 0 ,0 0 0 .  A nd  l a s t  y e a r ,  ■

1 0 7 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s  v i s i t e d  the  F o r t  to s e e  how the f r o n t i e r  A r m y  u s e d  to l iv e .  ]

T h e n  i t  w a s  t im e  to go up  on the b u n t in g  d r a p e d  p la t f o r m  w i th  the U d a l l s  

a n d  o u r  C o n g r e s s m a n R i c h a r d  W hite  w ho w a s  w i th  u s  e v e r y  s t e p  o f  the  w a y .  . . Oi 

A nd  G e o rg e  Ha r t z o g  a n d  N e ll ie  [Connally] a n d  B en  B a r n e s  an d  John  B e n  S h e p h e rd .  A nd 

a l l  of the  l o c a l  p e o p le ,  the s p o n s o r s ,  w ho  a r e  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  h a v in g  b r o u g h t  

F o r t  D a v is  b a c k  to  l i fe  - -  the F o r t  D a v is  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  an d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s '  ■ ' 

o f  the  C h a m b e r s  of C o m m e r c e  of A lp in e  a n d  M a r a th o n  a n d  M a r f a  a n d  O d e s s a  

a n d  P e c o s  - -  e v e r y b o d y  w ho  i s  trying to b u i ld  W es t  T e x a s  a n d  h a s  a  h a n d  in  th i s  . - -t.. 

r e s t o r a t i o n .  ,

D ick  W hite  sp o k e  a n d  Stu U d a ll  a n d  G e o rg e  H a r tz o g  a n d  S u p e r in te n d e n t  

S m ith .

B u t  to  m e  the  m o s t  th r i l l in g  th ing  w a s  n o t  w h a t  a n y b o d y  s a i d  b u t  s o m e  

of the  s i g h t s : ^

A m a n  in  the  u n i fo r m  of a  cavalryman of 1875 p o s e d  q u ie t ly  on  h i s  h o r s e  l ik e  

a  g h o s t  ou t of the  p a s t  o n  t h e  P a r a d e  g ro u n d s  of the F o r t .

A nd  th e n  a n  A m e r i c a n  f lag  w i th  37 s t a r s  m a r k in g  the  n u m b e r  of the  S ta te s  

in  the  U nion  w h en  the p o s t  w a s  d e a c t iv a te d  w a s  ru n  up  the f la g p o le  a s ^ " T h e  . /

S ta r  S pang led  B a n n e r ” in  a  v e r y  s t r a n g e  c a d e n c e  a s  i t  w a s  p la y e d  i n  th o s e  d a y s .

W hen i t  w a s  m y  t im e  to sp e a k ,  I s a id  th a t  the r e a l  s ig n i f ic a n c e  of th i s  

d e d ic a t io n  i s  in  w h a t  i t  s a y s , ^ ^ o u t  the  c h a r a c t e r  of th e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p le .

' ' 'A lthough G e m in i  8 h a s  ta k en  u s  one s te p  c l o s e r  to the  m o o n , w e  s t i l l  h av e  t im e

iASdi
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to w a lk  in to  o u r  p a s t .  We s t i l l  h a v e  t im e  to p r e s e r v e  o u r  h e r i t a g e  f o r  the 

g u id a n ce  of f u tu r e  g e n e r a t io n s .  W hile  we con tinue '^  to e x p lo re  n e w  f r o n t i e r s  

in  o u te r  s p a c e ,  we m u s t  e x e r t  m o r e  e f f o r t  in to  m a k in g  the w o r ld  in  w h ich  w e  j

l iv e  a  b e t t e r  a n d  m o r e  a t t r a c t i v e  p la c e  to w o rk ,  to p lay ,  a n d  to r a i s e  o u r  

f a m i l i e s .  -

T h e n  I t r i e d  to  th a n k  a l l  the  W e s t  T e x a n s  f o r  w h a t  th ey  h a d  done  in  

b r in g in g  o ld  F o r t  D a v is  b a c k  to l i f e .

A nd  Stu a n d  N e l l i e an d  I m a r c h e d  off the p la t f o r m  a n d  p la c e d  the  b r o n z e  

p la q u e  on the  s to n e  p e d e s ta l  a t  the  foo t of the  f la g p o le  a n d  d e c l a r e d  F o r t  D a v is  

a  N a t io n a l  H i s t o r i c  S ite .  A nd th e n  the c e r e m o n y  w a s  o v e r .

I sh o o k  h a n d s  an d  w a v e d  an d  s m i l e d  a n d  s o m e t im e s  e v en  h u g g e d .  And/6ne- 

o ld  l a d y  c a m e  up  to  m e  a n d  p r e s s e d  in to  m y  h a n d s  a  y e l lo w e d  n e w s p a p e r  - -  i t  

w a s  on ly  l a t e r  th a t  I  s aw  th a t  i t s  d a te  w a s  the  s u m m e r  of 1941 - -  L y n d o n ’ s f i r s t  

r a c e  f o r  the  S e n a te .  A nd  she  s a id ,  "Y ou c a n  s ee  how m u c h  w e  lo v e  y o u  a l l .

I 'v e  s a v e d  th i s  a l l  th e s e  y e a r s .  "

T h e r e  w e r e  two of M. D. B r y a n t ' s  g r a n d c h i ld r e n  t h e r e .

E v e r y w h e r e  I  w e n t  th e re  was so m e b o d y  who h a d  known L y n d o n  - -  San  M a r c o s  '-•* 

-in NYA^when h e  w a s  S e n a to r ,

F in a l ly  w e w a v e d  goodbye fo r  the  l a s t  t im e  to the  O d e s s a  C h u c k  W agon  

g an g  w ho w as  s ta y in g  on to p r e p a r e  the b a r b e q u e  f o r  the W e s t  T e x a n s .

T h e  p a p e r  siaid? s a id ,  "It*s b e e n  a  g r e a t  d a y  f o r  W es t  T e x a s .  ”

A t a n y  r a t e  i t  w a s  a  g r e a t  day  fo r  m e .

We le f t  the P r e s i d i o  a i r p o r t  a  l i t t l e  a f t e r  1:00 - -  h a d  a  b i t  of lu n c h  on 

b o a r d  a n d  w e r e  a t  A u s t in  a b o u t  2 :15.
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I  to o k  Stu U d a l l  - -  L ee  h a d  gone on to a  m e e t in g  of In d ia n s  in  S an ta  F e  - -  

a n d  G e o rg e  H a r tz o g  a n d  w e d e p a r t e d  f o r  the R an c h  w h e r e  we w e r e  m e t  b y  

M r .  K r u e g e r  a n d  M r .  W oodbin  a n d  M r .  K iley  w ho h a d  c o m e  a t  the  r e q u e s t  of

S tu  to  h a v e  a  lo o k  a t  the  p r o p o s e d  P a r k  a r e a s  a c r o s s  f r o m  the m a i n  R a n c h
■ i  '

h o u s e .

A , W . m e t  u s .  We lo o k ed  a t  the p la n s  the S ta te  o f  T e x a s  h a d  s u g g e s te d .  ' ’ 

We d ro v e  a l l  a r o u n d  the  c ircum ference  of the  P a r k  a  co u p le  o f  t i m e s .  T h e r e  m a y  

n e v e r  b e  a n y  P a r k .  T h e r e  i s  l o c a l  r e s i s t a n c e , f e d  b y  w i ld  r u m o r s  th a t  i t  w o u ld  

m e a n  the  r e m o v a l  of the  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  a n d  the c e m e t e r y .  A nd  a  r a p a c io u s  

r i s e  in  the  p r i c e s  a s k e d  f o r  the  la n d .  T h e  g i s t  o f  th e i r  fe e l in g  w a s  th a t  i f  t h e r e  

e v e r  w a s  a  P a r k  i t  m u s t  hav e  som e w a t e r f r o n t  f i r s t .  Second , th a t  the  r o a d  

s h o u ld  p ro b a b ly  b e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  r ig h t  in  f r o n t  of o u r  h o u s e  in to  the  p a r k  

i n s t e a d  off of the  m a i n  h ig h w ay  - -  m o s t ly  w a lk in g  p a th s .

T h e^ lik e  the  i d e a  of u s in g  the  op en  f ie ld s  f o r  a  c a r p e t  o f  w i ld f lo w e r s .

A nd  A. W. e x p la in e d  to  th em  L y n d o n ’s id e a  of u s in g  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  o f  i t  f o r  n a t iv e  

w ild l i f e  - -  e s p e c i a l l y  the  w h i te ta i l  d e e r .

T h e n  A. W. le f t  a n d  I  took  Stu  a n d  M r .  H a r tz o g  a n d  M r .  K r u e g e r ,  M r .  

W oodbin  a n d  M r .  K i le y  in  the  King A ir, o v e r  to the W e s t  R a n c h  a n d  w e d ro v e  

a r o u n d  fo r  a b o u t  a n  h o u r  an d  a  h a l f  a s  e v en in g  w an ed , w a tc h in g  th e  d e e r  in  g r e a t  

m u l t i t u d e s ,  ju m p  the s to n e  f e n c e s ,  g r a z e  u n t ro u b le d  in  the  p a s t u r e s  in  h e r d s  of '

' ^  50 o r  m o r e .  I t  w a s  a  f a s c in a t in g  s ig h t ,  a n d  they  s e  r e w a r d e d  m e  b y  b e in g  a s  

t h r i l l e d  a s  I  a m  a lw a y s  t h r i l l e d .  T h e y  h a d n ' t  known T e x a s  w ou ld  be  l ik e  th i s .

M a n y  o f  th e m  h a d  b e e n  to  A f r i c a  a n d  c o m p a r e d  i t  to  th e  g r e a t  g a m e  p r e s e r v e s
■ ........w.=. -  1 ......, ■



MEMORANDUM

M on d ay , A p r i l  4 , 1966

T H E  W H IT E  H OU SE
W A S H I N G T O N

P a g e  7

T h e n  w e d ro v e  h o m e  p a s t  the  Sch a r n h o r s t ,  a r o u n d  t h e  Stage C o a c h  r o a d  

a n d  in to  the v a l l e y  a n d  on b a c k  to the m a in  R an c h  h o u se  - -  e x c e p t  f o r  Stu 

w h o  h a d  h a d  to  le a v e  a t  the  W e s t  R a n c h  to  ta k e  a  p la n e  d i r e c t l y  in to IS l  A u s t in  

w h e r e  h e  w a s  to a d d r e s s  a  c o n s e r v a t io n  g ro u p .


