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O u r  5 - d a y  t r i p  o f  " T r a i l s  th ro u g h  T e x a s "  c a m e  to a n  e n d  T u e s d a y  
■; o w

a f t e r n o o n —  a  low  key , h o m e - s p u n  n o te  r ig h t  on the  C o u r th o u s e  S q u a re  in  

J o h n s o n  C ity .

I l ia d  s p e n t  the  m o r n in g  a t  the  R a n c h  a n d  the b e a u ty  p a r l o r  w i th  Stu U d a ll

a n d  G e o rg e  H a r tz o g  a n d  S im one  P o u la i n  f o r  lu n c h  a n d  th e n  d ro v e  in  to the '

b o y h o o d  h o m e  to m e e t  L y n d a .  T o  p r y  L ynda  a w a y  f r o m  h e r  s c h o o l  w o rk ,  e v e n  
\r  ^  "
o ne  a f te r n o o n ,  i s  no  e a s y  th ing . She h a d  a g r e e d  to m e e t  u s  t h e r e  a t  2 :00 .

T h e  d w in d le d  r a n k s  of a  n e w s p a p e r  e n to u ra g e  th a t  h a d  gone w i th  u s  a c r o s s  

T e x a s  a t  t h e  Bo y h o o d  Ho m e  w e r e  b e in g  f i l le d - in  b y  J e s s i e  a n d  L iz  on  the  n u m b e r  

of v i s i t o r s  w ho  h a d  c o m e  th ro u g h  the  a l m o s t  11.m o n th s  s in c e  i t  w a s  .opened.

It's~ a b o u t  5 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le .  T h i s  i s  a c tu a l ly  th o se  who h av e  s ig n e d  the  g u e s t  b o o k . 

T h e r e  a r e  a lw a y s  s o m e  w ho d o n 't .  T h e y  r e p r e s e n t  e v e r y  S ta te  in  th e  U nion  a n d  

s o m e  30 o r  so  f o r e ig n  c o u n t r i e s .

L y n d a  w o r e  a  d e e p  go ld  l in e n  d r e s s  a n d  on h e r  r ig h t  h a n d  t h e . r i n g  th a t  

G e o r g e  h a d  g iv en  h e r .

On the  C o u r th o u s e  S q u a re  s o m e  f ive  o r  s ix  h u n d r e d  B la n c o  C o u n ty  fo lk s  

w e r e  a s s e m b l e d  - -  a  s h i r t - s l e e v e  c ro w d  m o s t ly  e x c e p t  C o un ty  J u d g e  M a r t in  B e a r e r  

a n d  Ju d g e  T o m  F e r g u s o n  a n d  M a y o r  G e o rg e  B y e r s  w ho w e r e  d r e s s e d  up in  

t h e i r  Sunday clothes f o r  th e i r  p a r t  in  the c e r e m o n y .

a  v e r y  s m a l l  s p e a k e r s  s ta n d  a n d  a  c o rd o n  of Cub S co u ts  a n d  R a in b o w

g i r l s  a n d  a  q u a r t e t  of h ig h  s c h o o l  g i r l s  w ho xng  san g  " T h is  i s  M y L a n d ,  M y
"  ̂ . ■ 7f ■ u ■ ,

C o u n try ,  a n d  A m e r i c a "  - -  a l l  d r e s s e d  a l ik e  in  b lu e .  We found  to  o u r  d i s m a y
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th a t  t h e r e  w a s  no  J o h n s o n  C i ty  b an d , J e s s i e  H u n te r ,  b l e s s  h e r ,  h a d  d i s c o v e r e d  

th e s e  g i r l s  to p r o v id e  the m u s i c a l  n o te  f o r  the  o c c a s io n .  I w a s  r e a l l y  q u ite

■ - c t ^
p r o u d  of u s .  C o un ty  Ju d g e  s a id  in  a c c e p t in g  them j/\^ tfees  c a n n o t  b e  m e a s u r e d  

f o r  to d ay  a lo n e  b u t  f o r  the  Q fu tu re  g r a c e  a n d  d ig n i ty  they  w i l l  b r i n g  to  o u r  tow n.

A nd T o m  F e r g u s o n  o v e rw h e lm e d  m e  b y  h i s  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  m e /u s in g  a  

p h r a s e  f r o m  the  song  of So lom on th a t  w a s  a l t o g e th e r  lo v e ly ,  “t r u l y  in  f e a t u r e ,  

m in d ,  h e a r t  a n d  h a n d ,  she  i s  a l t o g e th e r  love ly l '

W hen so m e th in g  l ik e  th a t  h a p p e n s  I f e e l  I  h a v e  to sw a llo w  h a r d  a n d  s t a r t  

a l l  o v e r  a g a in .  ]

F o r  once  I h a d  v e r y  l i t t l e  to d o 'o r  s a y .  cShly th a t^ th is  i s  one  p i  the  h a p p i e s t  

t im e s  I  h a d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  a  t r e e - p l a n t in g ,  b e c a u s e  e v e r y th in g  w e do b e g in s  a t
//

h o m e .  It r a d i a t e s  o u t  f r o m  t h e r e .  And how  p ro u d  I  w a s  w h en  v i s i t o r s  c a m e  

f r o m  a l l  o v e r  the c o u n t r y  to  s t a y  w ith  u s  a n d  I  co u ld  take  th e m  a n d  show  th e m  

the  i m p r o v e m e n t s  in  J o h n so n  C ity .  I p a r t i c u l a r l y  p o in te d  ou t to  S tu a r t  U d a l l ,  

th a t  g r e a t  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t ,  "S ee ,  w e a r e  do ing  i t  h e r e  t o o . "

B u t L y n d a  w a s  the  s t a r  of the  o c c a s io n .  She a lw a y s  w r i t e s  o r  s a y s  w h a t  

sh e  w a n ts  to  a n d  w a n ts  no h e lp .  I t w a s  s im p le  an d  b r i e f .  I  w a n te d  tq liave  th e s e  

t r e e s  p la n te d  h e r e  b e c a u s e  I 'v e  a lw a y s  b e e n  a  l i t t l e  j e a lo u s  of th e m  — t r e e s .

I 'v e  a lw a y s  w a n te d  to h av e  m y  fe e t  in  th e  g ro u n d  - -  m y  r o o t s  - -  a n d  m y  h e a d  in  ■
ir

the  s t a r s .  A nd she  spoke of h e r  g r a n d m o th e r  and  how m u ch  she  h a d  m e a n ta :  to he;: 

a n d  how m u c h  sh e  h a d  to ld  h e r  a b o u t  J o h n so n  C ity . T h e n  she  s h o v e le d  a  few  

s h o v e ls  of d i r t  in  a ro u n d  one of the  t r e e s .  T h e r e  a r e  s ix  lo v e ly  l iv e  o a k s  w i th  

o v a l  c u rb in g  and  a  l i t t l e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m ,  a n d  they  s t r e t c h  a lo n g  the  s t r e e t



o

. l ^ t w e e n  the C o u r th o u s e  a n d  the s o - c a l l e d  O p e ra  H o u se /]  lu u ic  lo n g  ago

Lynda's g r a n d m o th e r ,  R e b e k a h  B a in e s ,  h a d  m e t  young R e p r e s e n ta t i v e  Sam

J o h n s o n  she  b r o u g h t  a  t ro u p e  f ro m  B la n c o  to p u t  on a  l i t t l e  p la y .

M r .  C a r t e r  h a d  t r a v e l e d  h u n d r e d s  of m i l e s  to huxkx  n u r s e r i e s  lo o k in g  

f o r  j u s r  the  r i g h t  t r e e s .  T h e s e h e  h a d  found  c lo s e  To h o m e  on  s o m e b o d y 's  J 

R a n c h  a n d  th e i r  sh ap e  a n d  s iz e  a r e  r e a l l y  g r e a t .  A s s o m e o n e  w a s  m e n t io n in g  

th a t  L y n d a  w a s  a  S e n io r  a t  the  U n iv e r s i t y  of T e x a s  an d  th a t  sh e  h a d  g iv e n  the  

t r e e s  w i th  the  m  oney  she  h a d  m a d e  w r i t i n g  a  m a g a z in e  a r t i c l e  a b o u t  h e r

t r i p  of "S ee  A m e r i c a "  l a s t  y e a r  a n d  s o m e  o th e r  r e f e r e n c e  to  the  U n iv e r s i t y  

of T e x a s ,  M r .  C a r t e r  r i g h t  b e h in d  m e -p ip e d  up , "B u t i t - to o k -a n  o ld . ; | tg ie  boyV

to p la n t  t h e m . "

H e 's  r e a l l y  le a v in g  h i s  m a r k  on Jo h n s o n  C ity  too - -  a n d  a  good  m a r k  i t

is.

izyssdcKK L y n d a  l e a n e d  o v e r  a n d  p la c e d  the l i t t l e  b r o n z e  p la q u e  a f t e r  s h e

h a d  f in i s h e d  sh o v e l in g .  I t  says, q u i te  s im p ly ,  " In  m e m o r y  of Sam  a n d  R e b e k a h

J o h n s o n  w ho lo v e d  th is  t o w n ^ p r e s e n t e d  b y  th e i r  g r a n d d a u g h te r ,  L y n d a  B i r d  
V

J o h n so n  an d  th e  d a te .

I s h a l l  d r iv e ^ p a s t  e v e r y  t im e  I  c o m e  to J o h n s o n  C ity .

 I e x p e c t  s h e 'd  h e lp e dI saw  M r s .  Glidden a n d  of c o u r s e  M ab e l  S t r i b l i n g. 

ro u n d  u p  the c ro w d .  M a r i a l l e n  w a s  th e r e  bu t A . W. >vas off on  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t
xKSdJdx

b u s i n e s s i .  K itty  C lyde  h a d  tu r n e d  s c h o o l  ou t to  s w e l l  the  c ro w d .  And?ft*scFBC r e a l l y  

h e r e  in  J o h n so n  C ity  i t ' s  no g r e a t  th in g  to s ee  the F i r s t  L a d y  o r  a  m e m b e r  

of the  P r e s i d e n t ' s  C a b in e t .  So i t  w a s  l o c a l  p r id e  in  w an tin g  to m a k e  i t  a  n ic e  

o c c a s io n  th a t  h a d  b r o u g h t  th em  t h e r e  a r o u n d  the s q u a r e .  ^
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n

A n d  a m o n g  the  o ld  fo lk s ,  I  d a r e  s a y  i t  w a s  r e a l l y  a  m e m o r y  of Sam 

a n d  R e b e k a h  J o h n so n .   '

T h e n  a s  th e .x ro w d  b ro k e  up  I  g a th e r e d  up  Stu a n d  G e o rg e  H a r tz o g  an d  . 

L i z  w i th  J a m e s  P i t t  a n d  w e s e t  ou t to lo o k  a t  the l i t t l e  P a r k  th a t  L I F E  m a g a z in e  

i s  d o n a t in g  to J o h n so n  C ity . I t ' s  b eg in n in g  to take  sh a p e .   M r .  W e ir ich  w a s  , 

r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  w o r k  on the  s id e w a lk s  an d  the d e l ig h tfu l  l i t t l e  low  s to n e  w a l l  

th a t  s u r r o u n d s  the  P a r k .  A s  so o n  a s  th ey  g e t  the s p r i n k l e r  s y s te m  in  a n d

th e  b l a c k  d i r t  h a u le d  in  a n d  le v e le d  then  M r . C a r t e r  c a n  p u t  in  the  s h r u b s  - -  

crepe m y r t l e ,  r e t a m a ,  r e d  y u c c a  - -  a n d  w e ' l l  h a v e  s o m e th in g  to b e  p r o u d  o f .

■ . f
I  w a s  d e l ig h te d  to g e t  the. p i c tu r e  of M r .  Weiri c h  w i th  J a m e s  P i tt a n d  S t u a r t  U d a l l .  ..4 .

A n d  th en  b e g a n  to  lo o k  a r o u n d  f o r  M r .  C a r t e r  b u t  c o u ld n 't  f in d  h im  a n d  h e 'd  

m e l t e d  aw ay .  A nd  h im  m o r e  r e s p o n s ib l e  than  a n y b o d y  fo r  w h a te v e r  c h a r m  

i t  m a y  h a v e  1
I s a id  g o o d b y es  u p  a n d  down the s t r e e t  to  the  r e m a in in g  f a i th fu l  few  of

o u r  n e w s p a p e r  b r ig a d e  a n d  then  goodbye to Stu a n d  G e o rg e  a n d  b a c k  up  to the

b o y h o o d  h o m e  to h a v e  a  l i t t l e  v i s i t  w ith  L ynda  b e f o r e  she  w e n t  b a c k  in  to s tu d y .
I  ‘J. ' !

T h e  n e w s p a p e r  g i r l s  h a d  b e e n  m o r e  s p e c u l a t ^ ^ n d  m o r e  i n t e r e s t e d  a b o u t  the

r in g  th a t  sh e  w a s  w e a r in g  an d  a l s o  a b o u t  h e r  t r i p s  f o r  the  s u m m e r  - -  Spain ,

'2
w o u ld  G e o rg e  H a m il to n  b e  g o in g ?   W a r r i e  L y n n ?   W hat s c h o o l  f r i e n d .  L y n d a  

i s  g e t t in g  q u ite  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a t  la u g h in g  and  say in g  n o th ing , a l th o u g h  s o m e t im e s  

s h e  is  a  l i t t l e  b i t t e r  a n d  a-flCT3i.blc w ith  th e m  a n d  I w is h  she  w o u ld n ' t  b e .

A nd  th e n  I  s a id  goodbye to e v e ry b o d y  a lo n g  a b o u t  4 :0 0  a n d  w en t b a c k  ,

to  the  R a n c h  a n d  d ro v e  a l l  o v e r  the  R an c h  - -  q u ite  a lo n e  - -  ta k in g  in g r e a t  J

draughts o f  v ie w  a n d  s i l e n c e .  A nd  f in a l ly  d ro v e  to the Sch a r n h o r s t  to
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c lo s e l y  a t  a  s ig h t  th a t  h u r t  m y - h e a r t .  D a le ,  m e a n m g . to  do  s o m e th in g  th a t  a l l
. . f  icil ' /  X

good  r a n c h e r s  do, rased the  la n d  of J u n i p e r  ( C e d a r ), h a d  tu r n e d  in  s o m e  c e d a r  

c u t t e r s  in to  the  Sch a r n h o r s t  b u t  h a d  n o t  h a d  t im e  to  fo l lo w  th em  w i th  the r e p e a t e d  

i n s t r u c t i o n s .  T h e y  h a d  le f t  stumpsy^ ^.gly s c a r s ^ h r e e  f e e t  h ig h  a l l  o v e r  the  

l a n d s c a p e /  In the  g r e a t  m e a d o w  t h e r e  w e r e  a  few  l a r g e  c e d a r s  w i th  t r u n k s  a s ;  

b ig  a s  a  m a n ' s  b o d y . T h e y  h a d  cu t  th o s e  too, le a v in g  l a r g e  s t u m p s .  I  c o n te n d e d  
- - - - -

a  few  w o u ld n ' t  h u r t  - -  b ig  o n e s ^ - -  Dale s a id ,  g u t  th ey  w o u ld  h a v e  s e e d s .  T h e y  

w o u ld  s t a r t  m o r e .

W hen  I  c l im b e d  the g r e a t  g r a n i te  o u t - p rafflat^  I  fo u n d  th a t  th e y  h a d  

s c a l e d  th a t  too  a n d  c u t  the  few  c e d a r s  th a t  h a d  s u s ta in e d  l i f e  in  a  teafcup full , 

o f s o i l  on the v e r y  top  of th is  huge  g r a n i t e  u p l i f t .  A cow  c o u ld n ' t  h a v e  g o t te n  

a m  ou th  f u l l  of g r a s s  f r o m  the s o i l  th a t  th a t  c e d a r  u s e d  up! In f a c t  a  cow  

c o u ld n ' t  h a v e  c l im b e d  up  the  g r a n i t e  r o c k  a t  a l l .  I t ' s  on ly  good  f o r  s c e n e r y ,  

f o r  p i c n i c s ,  f o r  m e  to show  to fo lk s  l ik e  S fe a s sx t  S tu a r t  U d a l l  a n d  L au r a n c e  

R o c k e f e l l e r .  S o m e t im e s  i t  s e e m s  l ik e  w ith  e v e r y  s te p  yo u  ta k e  f o r w a r d  you  

d r o p  b a c k  tw o. And y e t  I know  i t ' s  b e c a u s e  D ale  h a s  en o u g h  w o r k  to  do f o r  

t h r e e  m e n  a n d  b e c a u s e  s o m e t im e s  he d o e s n ' t  a lw a y s  u n d e r s t a n d  m y  own o b je c t iv e s  

a b o u t  the  R a n c h .  A nd  s o m e t i m e s  m y  o b je c t iv e  n e c e s s a r i l y  c l a s h  w i th  th o s e  of 

a  good  r a n c h e r .  T

It h a d  b e e n  a  g r e a t  5 d a y s ,  b u t  I w a s  w e a r y  a n d  q u i te  c o n te n t  to  s in k  in to  

so l i tu d e  a n d  s i l e n c e .  A nd I found th a t  m y  2 - d a y  b o u t  w ith  a  s o r e  t h r o a t  a n d  a  

l i t t l e  feacjc f e v e r  h a d  l e f t  m e  m o r e  t i r e d  than  I w ould  h av e  e x p e c te d .  M y v ig o r o u s  

fo u r  d a y s  a n d  th is  r a t h e r  q u ie t  to d ay  le f t  m e  know ing I ow ed  m y  b o d y  s o m e th in g  - -
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j u s t  r e s t .

I  t a lk e d  to L y n d o n . W hat h a d  he  b e e n  do ing  ? C o s t  R e d u c t io n  A w a r d s  - -  

A g r i c u l t u r e  e m p lo y e e s  - -  a  l i t t l e  c e r e m o n y  in  the  D e p a r tm e n t - o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  '

p a t io .  F r e e m a n  s u r e  w o r k s  a t  h is  job arid h e  s u r e / a  c o o p e r a t in g  m a n .

T h e n  a n  a w a r d  to th e  T e a c h e r  of the  Y e a r ,  a n d  th e n  the  usual%=-Tveekly lu n c h  

w i th  R u sk ,  M c N a m a r a ,  W alt  R o s to w  a n d  B i l l  M o y e r s .  T h is  t im e  A d m i r a l  

D av id  M cD o n a ld  h a d  b e e n  w ith  th e m . T h e  s to r y  of th e s e  lu n c h e o n s  i t  s e e m s  :

; to  m  e to  a n  o u t s id e r  to be  one long , d e t e r m in e d  s e a r c h  to f in d  th e  b e s t  p a th  •'

t h ro u g h  the  d a r k  f o r e s t  th a t  l i e s  in  f r o n t  of u s .  W ell ,  th e r e  a r e  good m e n  

■„ . t r y i n g .  ■■

Lyndon w a s  p l e a s e d  w ith  my. l i t t le ,  ta le  of w h a t  h a d  gone on  in  J o h n s o n  C ity .  

H e ’l l  be  BnamicB: c o m in g  dow n fo r  E a s t e r ,  I th in k  - -  I h o p e .  T h a t ' s  w h a t  he  n e e d s .

jE sa


