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Our 5-day trif)‘of "Tfails through Texas'' came to an end Tuie'sday.'
'afternooﬁ—-— a low k-éy,,..home-spun note right on the C.o.u.rthéuse squai'e 1n
J.oirmson: City. , |

Ihad spenf_the morni’n.g at the Ranch and the b’eémty parlor with stu Uda;li, : ,7.:: :
and‘vGeoxA-ge 'Ha;rtzc;é _énd Sirﬁbné Poulape for lur_;cﬁ and then drove._in to t};ef.

boyhood home to meet Lynda. To pry Lynda a.wa:y‘fron:i her school work, “even
2 - ) . -

' one afternoon, is no easy thing. She had agreed to meet us there ét 2:00.

The dwiﬁdled ranks of a newspé.per en»tourége that had gvcl)ne with us across .

Texas at the_}')byhood;llome were being filled-in by Jessie and Liz on th.e_'numbér"

of visitors who had come through the almost 11 months since it wa;s_,::)pened.

There afe'always sorhe who don't. They re‘pxjesent every State in the Union and

some 30 or so foreign countries,
Lyhda wore a deep gold linen dress and on her right hand the,ﬁng that
Géprge ha.d'given her.

On the Courthouse Square some five or six hundfed Blanco County folks

g
<«

I3
-

were as sembied -2 shirt«sleeve' crowd mosfly exéept Cbunty Judgé MaArvtixﬁ Beare
and Judge i‘orﬁ Ferguson and Mayor Geo_rge Byers \%/'};o were drev.ssed:‘up m -
their Su.nday clot}';\; for -:their ?art in the .ce-remony.‘

' ,I*t was a very small speakers stand and a cordon of Cub‘ Séouts and Ré.inbow
girls an'd_ a qu'artietv of high school girlvs WhOI gxgvsang "This i‘s My Lé_xld, My

Country, and America'' -~ all dressed. alike in blue. We found to our dismay

It's about 50, 000 pedple. This is actually those who have signed 'thé éuest book, h
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that there was no Johnson City l.aax.;xd...]'essiei Hunter, bless her, had discovere:d .

these girls to provide the musical'not_e‘fof t‘he occ"as‘io'.'n. Iwas reé}ly quite

‘proud of 1-18. County Jﬁdgé said":ijr'fi:a'ccépting @:hei‘n/\tfees 'cann‘bt be measured

for today alorie.but for the g fu_fﬁre grace ‘al.'nd dignity‘they Wili briz1.g‘ fo 'our‘ town. =
And To;n Férgusbn Vo%ré’rv;hvél_fhé'dlmie by his iﬁé;Oductioﬁl c>:£ me,‘u"\sing a

phra;ée from the song of Solomon that was ‘altévgethe"r 'lb';reiy, x'.1:1:.'u.ly in featt.lre:,"' T

mind, “_h‘ga"rt and hand, she is altogether lo.velyl‘f A . | . |
When sémefhing like th"it‘hf"-’epperls Ifeel iHav’e to éQaiio& haz;d_anq._'starf -

El

‘all over again.

1

-8 - “Foronce I hadvergfhmeto a&“a;‘;a;’;:"*aiﬁy ::l‘:‘ﬁa-‘l.:\v‘t;iﬁsﬁ is one of the happiest
'timbes. I had particip?ted in a tree-planting, »becausé everything we do begvivns l'a;t4 e
hdme. “It ‘z;ad..iates oﬁt from l:h.e‘re:/‘And-hQ;«vb pr-oud Iwaswhen visitors cavme'h.

. froné all over the coﬁntry to 'sfay Qith ﬁs aind I ;:oulci take thefn arhld's‘hc;w _therh
the imérove'ments in Johnson City." I particulai'ly pointed out t§ S'tua.rt Udail,

‘that great conservationist, ”See, we aré doiﬁg it heré tob. "

But Lynda was the.sta; of the occasion. She always writes qr:‘say.s wﬁat
she wants ..to and wants. no help.'- It -;vas- simplé and brief. .“I‘ Waﬁtéd tdhave these
trees .pla.hffad‘ he‘_re_b_ecau.s'e I've.’alway.s been a little jealous of them -- trees.
‘I'.ve alwa;rs wénted to have my feet in the ground -~ m;)r réots -- and my he?.d in_"'
'_the‘s_tars.” And she spoké of her grand;nother and ho§v much she had mea;ntx iq her

ﬁ and how much she had told her about Johnson Cit&. Then she shoveled a few

shovels of dirt in around one of the trees. There are six lovely live 6?ks with

L oval curbing and a little sprinkler system, and they stretch along the street
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- Johnson and the date,

- occasion’ tha.t had brought them there around the square, . ..~
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crandmother, ’K’ebecca Ba.mes, had met young Representatwe Sam

.between the Courthouse and the so- called Opera Housey) Aad‘long ago -
) : ‘

Johnson ®»d she brought a troupe from Blanco to put on a little play. S

- Mr. Carter had traveled hundreds of miles to mmsex nurseries looking

~for-just the right'trees.' ' These he had found close Fo home on':'somebodjf's
'Ranch_and'their shape and size are really great, As someone was mentioning -

that Lynda was a Senior at the'UniVersity of Texas and that she had given the.

trees with the m oney she had”m'ade writing w a magazine article about her

Atrlp of ”See Amenca“ 1ast yea.r and some other reference to the Un1versrty

Y.

L)

to plant them "

" He's really lea.ving.‘ his mark on Johnson City too -- and a good mark it

irynd:cxx Lynda leaned over and placed the httle bronze plaque after she

had finished shovehng It says. quite sn‘nply, "In memory of Sam and -M
Johnson who loved this tov;/nfp/resented by their granddaughter, Lynda Bird
|-

I shall drive_. past every time I come to j’ohnson,City.

I saw Mrs, and of course Mabel Stribl})ling. I expect she'd helped

round up the crowd. Mar1a.11en was there but A, W. was off on more important
‘ ‘ xeadkx

- business., K1tty Clyde had turned school out to swell the crowd And;&xacmc really

here in Johnson City 1t's no great thmg to see the Fn:st Lady or a member

of the Pre sident's Cabinet. So it was 1oca1 pride in wanting to make it a nice
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it may have.

" MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

And ar'nong. the old folks, I dare say it was realiy a 'n'aemory of Sam

‘and z-:-beeee :gohnson.

Then as the.crawd broke up.I_gathereo up Stu and_Georvg‘e_ Hartzogand . ... .. ...

' Liz with James Pit(and we set out to look at the little Park that LIFE magazine E
is donating to Johnson City. It's beginning to take shape. ‘Mr. Wg%’wae s

~ right there at work on the sidewalks and the delightful little low stone wall |

Athat surrounds the Park, As soon as they get the spr1nkler system in and
the black dirt hauled in and leveled then Mr, Carter can put in the shrubs -- i

m:nyrtle, retpma, red yucca -- and we'll have somethmg to be proud of

. Iwas dehghted to get the. p1cture of Mr. W-y-n-e-k w1th James Plgand.‘Stuart Udall. b e

-

 And Lhen began to look around for Mr., Carter but couldn‘t find h1m and he'd

- melted away. And him_ more re sponsible than anybody for whatev’er charm .

I

I said goodbyes up and down the street to the i‘emaining faithful few of = .
our newspaper brigade and then goodbye to Stu and George and back u..p"to the
boyhood home to have a little visit with Lynda before she went back in to study.

The 'newspap‘ervgirlé had been . more speculatﬁ:nd'more interested about the

ring that she was wearmg and also about her tr1ps for the summer -- Spam,

would George Hamilton be gomg ? Warrle Lynn'? What school fr1end Ly'nda '

is gettlng quite accomphshed at laughmo and saymg nothing, a.lthough sometimes .

- Gdende

‘ she is a llttle bitter and a-ecorb:e—w1th them and I wish she wouldn‘t be.

And then I.said goodee to everybody along abOut' 4:00‘and ‘went ba‘c_:k ‘

to the Ranch and drove all over the Ranch -- quite alone -- takmg in grear.

aiia opsnpye - RRRERS

CM view and sﬂence.‘ And finally drove to the Sharnhorgst to 1ookmore
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closely at a sight that hurt myz heart. Dale, meaning to do sornething that all
\; .

il .
good ranchers do, rzad the land of Junlper,LCedar >had turned in some cedar

cutters into the Sha.rnhorst but had not had t1me to follow them w1th the repeated

e

’1nstruct1ons. They had left stumpsA ugly sca.rs,fhree feet hlgh all over the
. landscape. In the great meadow there were a few large cedars W1th trunks’ as

b1g as a man's bodv They had cut those too, leavmg large stumps.. I contended: S

s A

a few wouldn't hurt -~ b1g ones, -~ B-rl‘l‘ said, ﬁut they would have seeds. They

/I

When I chmbed the great gramte out-%%l found that they had | B

LT et e 0 s 1 B vid TV 7T mnei

scaled that too and cut the few cedars that had sus tamed life in a teacup full

of 5011 on the_very top of th1s, huge gran1te uphft. A cow couldn't have gotten

i

‘a m outh full of grass from the soil that that cedar used up. In fact a cow

couldn't have climbed up the granite rock at all, It's only good for scenery,
for picnics, for me to show to folks like Stowaxk Stuart Udall and Lay‘éré‘ﬁce

Rockefeller. Sometimes it seems like with'every step you take forward you

' drop back two., And yet I know it's becaus‘e Dale has enough work to do for

- three men and because sometimes he doesn't always understand my own objectives

about the Ranch. And s_ometimes‘my objective necessarily clash with those of -

-

a good rancher,

- It had been a great 5 days, but I was weary and quite content to sink into

‘solitude and silence; And I found that my 2 day bout w1th a sore throat and a

little foax fever had left me more tired than I would have expected Ivfy v1gor0us

four days and this rather quiet today left me knownla I owed my body somethlng --

S e i i i i A PREIRANIEDPREPWE
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.“just reS;. :
- I talked to Lyndon. What_had.he been doing? Cost Reduction Awards -;
: Agric@ltuf_e employees‘ -- a little cerem'on.y in:the..Depar;'menf -of Agriculturé' o ' )
patio. .’.Fre'eman sure woﬂés at his .job an'd. he sux;ei'ﬁa cooperating ma’n."‘ .

Then an- award to the Teacher of-the Year, and then the usualﬁrrweekly lunch T

w1t‘1 Rusk Mc\Iamara, Walt Rostow and B111 Moyers. This time Admlral
' '. David M_cDonald had.be_en with them. The story of theaé luncheans it seem‘sv'l '
v~to m e to an outsidea‘ to b'e one long, detez.'mineci search .to find the beét pati; =

) through ‘t‘he dark forest tﬁat He;jn fran‘t_of us, Well, the‘r.e.' ara’go.od rr:xex;
Cee Lyndon was please_»d with rrvly.._litt.le.,tala of what had gomne on ia Johnspn »City. o

He'll be KR coming down for Easter, I think -~ I hope. That's what he needs.




