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E a s t e r  Sunday, A p r i l  10th, w as  a  day  of p e r fe c t  b e a u ty  in  the h i l l  c o u n t ry .  

E v e ry o n e  h ad  b een  w a rn e d  to be r e a d y  to go to c h u rc h  a t 8 :30 . And with Lyndon  

d r iv in g ;  the A r th u r  K r i m s ,  L ynda  and G eorge  H am ilton  and  L u c i  and  P a t ,  a s  I 

m a n y  of u s  a s  cou ld  p o s s ib ly  c row d into  a comvei^.tMS^^'ait had  t h r e e  s e a t s  - -  

the  b ack  one d e s ig h e d 'fo r  a g re e a b le  c h i ld re n  o r  d w a r fs ,  I b e liev e  , And I b e l ie v e ’v : 

G inny T h r i f t  w as  w ith  u s .  , ■ ■ _ ^
, AjJ

We d ro v e  to  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  to S t.  B a r n a b a s . W iste r ia -an d  fjsic p a s s io n 

flow er w e re  b loom ing  on the  arba<and th e r e  s tood R e v e re n d  L a n g fo rd  a lm o s t  /  _
I -

7 fe e t  of h im ,  sm il in g  b ro a d ly ,  s u r ro u n d e d  by  h is  p r e t ty  s m a l l  f lock  and  a

— - l a r g e r  f lock  of to u r i s t s  and p r e s s . T h e re  w as a g r e a t  d ea l  of p ic tu re ^ tak in g -as  - r  ■:

. : ■ ■ 
we walke.d in ,  e s p e c ia l ly  of Lynda and G eorge  H a m ilto n .  I w ore  m y  Adele S im p so n  . .

A**aru b la c k  e n s e m b le , l a s t  y ear*s  be ige  h a t .  I 'm  r e a l ly  the a r c h  ty p e ,  the

p e r f e c t  m o d e l  of that Dorothy Parker p o e m .  " Oh

b r ig h t  and s p a rk l in g  is  m y  d r e s s  and p r i s t in e  i s  m y  h a t ,  m y  sh o es  a r e  1958.

If
My l ife  i s  a l l  l ike  th a t .  I a lw ays  a p p re c ia te  the m e m b e r s  of the  p r e s s  who go 

in  and -a ttend  the s e r v i c e s .  The G a rn e t t  H orners  a lw ays do - -  a  few o th e r s  - -  

m o s t  of th e m  l in g e r  ou ts ide  . And m o s t  of a l l  I w as  d e lig h ted  th a t  L u c i  and P a t  

went w ith  u s ,  a lthough  they  s lip p ed  aw ay a  few m in u te s  b e fo re  the  s e r v ic e  w as 

o v e r  to  a t ten d  th e i r  own C atholic  s e r v i c e .

I t ' s  a g r e a t  s o u r c e  o f  t e a s in g  for  Lyndon: H ave you r e p o r te d  to  the P o p e  y e t ?

T h e  S ;  P o p e  h a s  b e e n  an  in t im a te  p art of L y n d o n 's  l i f e  fo r  y e a r s  and  y e a r s  in  the

 ̂ ! .  m o s t  h i la r io u s  w a y .  And f in a l ly  at lo n g  l a s t  w e h ave  c o m e  to  know  tw o  P o p e s  .

A f te r  th e  s e r v i c e  th e r e  w a s  p ic tu r e  ta k in g .  L yndon  and L y n d a  B ir d  and  I.

. ■ :  • ■ . ;
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out in  f ro n t  of the  C h u rc h .  The p lan ting  is  p r o g re s s in g  r e a so n a b ly  w e l l .

And th e n  we w en t.in to  the d e a r  l i t t le  log h o u se ,  bu ilt  in  the 1840*s by  a 

G e rm a n  p io n e e r  fa m ily  and owned by  th e m  for over  a  h u n d red  y e a r s  un ti l  th e y  ' 

so ld  i t  to  the  E p isc o p a l  C h u rc h  fo r  a m i s s io n .  T ha t w as w h ere  we w ent to ’

c h u r c h ^  th e  t im e  we s e t t le d  a t  the  R anch  un ti l  j u s t  a  y e a r  o r  two ago w h en ....... '

th i s  one w as  c o m p le te d .

_ M r .  R alph  Dopple r  who m a k e s  m o d e ls  fo r  a  hobby had  c o n s t ru c te d  a  v e r y  * 

m in u te ,  d e ta i le d ,  e x c e l le n t  m o d e l  of o u r  R anch  h o u s e , c o m p le te ,  even  to  the 

E a g le  o v e r  the  f ro n t  door of the s tone  p a r t .  He gave i t  to  us  a s  we h ad  coffee T 

. in  the l i t t l e  log  house  ......... ~

G eo rg e  w as  r ig h t  a t  hom e m ix ing  w ith  the c ro w d , co u r tfo u s ly  and  not ' ‘ ~

a g g r e s s iv e ly ,  speak ing  to  every b o d y  r ig h t  and le f t .  I t r i e d  to in tro d u c e  the  g i r l s ,  ■ 

the  K r im s , a l l  of m y  c ro w d , to as  m an y  of the  o ld - t im e r s  a s  I c o u ld .  C olonel 

P e t sch of c o u r s e  and M r s .  D ie tz  o f  the  w onderfu l old b a k e r y .  And I th in k  I saw  

M r s . F r ic k e .

And th e n  we w e re  lo ad ed  b ack  in to  the s ta t io n  wagon and  Lyndon  dec ided  

to take  the  long w ay h o m e .  He w anted  to  show M ath ilde  K r im ,  who he lo v e s ,

T e x a s  in  A p r i l ,  som e of the Hill  Co u n try .  So we d rove  by E n ch an ted  R ock  and 

th e n  on to Willow C ity  and  by the  Ca v e  C re e k  Road and the G ra p e  C r e e k  R oad ,

see in g  in i jn im ^ r n 'b lo , m a rv e lo u s  p a s tu r e s  full of b lue b o n n e ts ,  lo v e ly  s p re a d s  

a long the r o a d .  It w as  a  b r i l l ia n t  blue and gold day - -  the Hi l l  Co u n try  a t  i t s  

b e s t .  P in k  and  w hite  b u t t e r c u p s , wine cups - - a l l  s o r t s  of ye llow  f lo w e r s . 

M a s s e s  of w ild  v ^ e n a ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  pink l l oeko am ong the blue bonnets  .
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T h e se  a r e  r e a l  b ack  co u n try  ro a d s  . And som e how o r  a n o th e r  we had  

e lu d ed  the  p r e s s .  At l e a s t  they  w e re  not following us  w ith in  s ig h t .  Lyndon 

h a d  u rg e d  th e m  to  go on hom e and to  see  the A la m o .  We w e r e n ’t  going to  do 

any th ing  ex cep t  s ta y  a t  hom e a round  the pool and  en joy  the  sun.'* Go on# b a c k  

to San A ntonio and k ick  up your h e e l s .  A p p a re n t ly  he had  b een  s u c c e s s f u l .  ' - 

Though  we h a d  an ad v e n tu re  th a t  th ey  would have  lo v e d .

We w e re  on an  o ld ,  n a r ro w ,  w o rn  c o u n try  r o a d .  Suddenly a h e a d  of u s  I 

saw  a r a t t l e  snake r ig h t  in  the m idd le  of the  ro a d !  I s a id  h u r r y  Lyndon  - -  t r y  

to  ru n  o v e r  h im ,  fee ling  quite s u re  he would s l i th e r  off in to  the  b r u s h .  L y n d o n 's  

r e a c t io n s  a r e  adjrasaq^c a lw ays  v e r y  q u ick .  He speeded  u p ,  an d  th e n  w hen h e  got

to h im  he put on h is  b r a k e s  so as  to s lid e  the c a r  and then  b ack ed  u p .  We lo o k e d ,/  

and  th e r e  he w a s ,  d ea l t  c e r ta in ly  a  ieadE=al,mauling. But he m a n a g e d  to c r a w l  

off in to  the  b r u s h .  C la re n c e  Ki netsch ,  who e l s e ,  ju m p ed  out of th e  S e c r e t  S e rv ic e  

c a r  w ith  h is  gun d raw n  and sho t h im .  And then  th e y  took  two s t ic k s  and d ra g g e d  

h im  up  onto the h ighw ay . H e w as e n o rm o u s ,  p ro b ab ly  s ix  fe e t  long  w ith  a  g r e a t  

■bunch of r a t t l e s .  But the in te re s t in g  th ing  w as he had  ju s t  sw allow ed  a  v ic t im  - -  

p e r h a p s  a s m a l l  r a b i t ,  who k now s. Anyhow th e r e  w as a  l a r g e  p ro tu ^ b e ra n c e  

a s  big as  m y  a r m  a  foot o r  so down f ro m  h is  m o u th .  We lo oked  a t  h im

c lo s e .  He*s the b ig g e s t  tidxig one I have e v e r  se e n  I th in k .  I 'm  s u r e  i t  w as  

b e c a u se  of h is  m e a l  th a t  he w as  s lu g g is h .  He could  not o r  d id  not m ove f a s t  

enough to get out of o u r  w ay ,

M a th i ld e , s c ie n t i s t  th a t  she i s ,  p ry e d  open h is  m ou th  w ith  s t ic k s  to look 

at  h is  fa n g s .  C la re n c e  exp la ined  to  h e r  how th ey  s t r u c k .  B e t w e e n  y e s te r d a y

and to d a y ,  I ^ l a n n e d  the a s s u r a n c e  of s a fe ty  a s  I w alked  in  the  p a s tu r e s  am o n g  . .
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........w ill .......................... ..

the blue b o n n e ts ,  a long the  c r e e k s ,  o v e r  the  r o c k s .  I was a l i t t l e  shaken  a t  the  

ch il l in g  thought th a t  th is  b ru te  m ig h t  be u n d e r  m y  n ex t  foot s te p  in  the k n e e -h ig h  

p a s tu r e  of w ild  f lo w e r s .

We r e a l l y  to o k  th e  long  w ay  hom e th ro u g h  the Danz and  the  R eag an  R a n c h e s ,  

th ro u g h  the  d e e r - p r o o f  f e n c e s .  I a « t« t ic  about e v e ry  erapaostec ex p an se  of b lue 

bonne ts  on o u r  lan d  - -  su ch  love ly  pale  pp ink  and w h i te  p r im r o s e s  and b u t t e r c u p s .  

And m il l io n s  of l i t t l e  ca l ico  f lo w e r s , about the  s iz e  of a  n ic k e l ,  pa le  yellow  w ith  

a  l i t t l e  r e d  in  th e m ,  like  a  co lon ia l p r in t  on w a l lp a p e r .  <

Lyndon s topped  a t  the  Boy Scout H u t .  T o u r i s t s  w e re  b a c k e d  up  w ith  c a m e r a s  

so m e  s ix  o r  e igh t o r  te n  c a r s  of th e m ,  and got out and shook h an d s  With t h e m ,  anti 

th e y  took  p ic tu re s  and  we a l l  w ish ed  ea c h  o th e r  a  happy  E a s t e r ,  a  happy  v a c a t io n  

t r ip .-

And th en  b ack  to  the h o u se ,  s ta rv in g  for lu n c h .

E a r l ,  L o u is e  and T r a y  Deathe jo in ed  us and  L u c i  and P a t  and  P h y l l i s  N ugen t 

and B ill  H itc h c o c k .  I h a ^ o ^ y  som e coffee in  a p a p e r  cup a s  I d a sh e d  ou t the  

door h e a d e d  fo r  c h u rc h .  So I w as  r a v e n o u s .

Lyndon , m indfu l of u s in g  e v e ry  h o u r ,  had  su g g es ted  th e  d a y  b e fo re  th a t  

we c a l l  so m e  f r ie n d s  to have h h h k  Sunday night su p p er  w ith  u s . We h a d  a s k e d  

th e m  to com e a l i t t le  p a s t  4:00 so  th a t  we co u ld ,see  the d e e r  and  the la k e s  and  

the blue b onne ts  . O ur B lanco  County n e ig h b o r s , who co m m u te  f ro m  th e i r  b ig  

c i ty  h o m e ,  the John  H i l l s ,  the B ill Heaths, the W esley  W e s t s ,  the  T r o y  P o s t s  

who w e re  flying in f ro m  D a l la s ,  and the B ill  B a u e r s  f ro m  P o r t  L a v a c a  and  of
J  V O wL. 'f -> , . ,}

c o u rse  the M o u r s u n d s .

'■ J
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L ynda B ird  had  le f t  r ig h t  a f te r  lunch  with G e o rg e ,  who had  h a d  a  m o s t  

h i l a r io u s  r id e ,  a l l  s ix  fee t  of hinm c ro u c h e d  in  a s e a t  in  the s ta t io n  w agon b e t t e r  

d e s ig n e d  fo r  a  fo u r  foot c h i ld .  He. had  to get b a c k  to Hollywood to  s t a r t  f ilm in g  . ' i 

So r ig h t  a f te r  lu n ch , hBciiax she h ad  gone to San Antonio with^in th e  c h o p p e r .

O ur g u e s ts  b egan  a r r iv in g  about 4 :0 0 . I took  th em  down to  s e e  the  o ld  ; - r 

Sam  Jo h n so n  f a r m  house  and the C ed a r  H ouse w h ere  th ey  could  a l l  have  a  p lace  

to change in to  s la c k s  and get a  b i t  of r e s t .  ,

And th e n  g u e s ts  and house  p a r ty  w e re  off in the chopper  land ing  a t  G re e n  

M ountain  R anch  w hich  Lyndon and A .W . had  ju s t  bought - -  a s  w ild  a p ie c e  of ;

c o u n tr y  a s  e v e r  I - s a w . G r a n ite  m o u n t a i n s , - th ic k e ts -o f  m e s q u i t e ,  w ith  y e l l o w  -i, L
r " '  • - 'tL ., - I  ,

f lo w e rs  c a r p e t  u n d e rn e a th ,  rugged  r a v in e s ,  b lan k e ts  of b lue b onne ts  in  v a l le y  

p a s tu r e s  and s tru g g l in g  up the h i l l - s id e s  am ong  the b o u ld e rs  . T he m o s t  

p ic tu re s q u e  of the r a n c h e s  I*ve seen  y e t .  And as  du l l fu l -ti song I 'v e  san g  a g a in s t  

buying  any  m o r e  land^ I c a n ’t  h e lp  but look a t  i t  w ith  e la t io n ]  A lthough  I d o n ’t 

see  how anybody  could  e v e r  m ake a  l iv ing  out i t ,  excep t to shoo t a  w e s te rn  

m o v ie  on i t .  The ro a d s  a r e  f it  on ly  fo r  b ro n c o s  and the s tu r d i e s t  j e e p s .  I got 

one w ith  a top  on i t  and  r e a l  s e a ts  and  g rabbed  B il l  H eath  an d  toofe: two o r  th r e e  

m o r e  f r ie n d s  so th a t  we w e re  p ro te c te d  f ro m  the d u s t  m o re  th an  Lyndon, who 

n e v e r  s e e m s  to m in  ̂ ^ h o t t e  s t ,b r ig h te s t  sun . And he a lw ays  t r i e s  to  get in  h is  

b ro n co  the p r e t t i e s t  w om en , e s p e c ia l ly  M ath ilde , and u s u a l ly  A .  W . to t e l l  

h im  the  la y  of the la n d .  We bounced  a ro u n d  over  to r tu o u s  ro a d s  abou t an  h o u r  

and a  h a l f .  T w ice  we saw  w ild  tu rk e y  s t i l t  l e g s ,  stajdlking off in to

the ^ ^ r u s h  down to w ard  a  s t r e a m .  T h e re  w e re  a w orld  of d e e r .  E v e ry  h i l l  

top we cam e  o v e r  we could see  so m e  in  the v a l le y  below , and we kept on shou ting
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to each, o th e r  on the  i n t e r c o m ,  " th re e  d e e r  a t  txjjoKxcc two o ’c lo ck ; look  o v e r  

t h e r e ,  a  whole h e r d  a t  9 :00” .

I t ' s  e n d le s s ly  exc it ing  to the K rim s , and we deligh t in  th e i r  love of the

c o u n t ry .  And the T ro y  P o s t s  and the  B ill  Bauers  l e s s  u s e d  tootliK th a n  we

a r e  to  the  w ild  life  of th is  land^w ere th r i l l e d .  W hat m a k e s  h o s ts  h a p p ie r^

Lyndon  a lw ays  l ik e s  to r e a c h  the w a te r  by s u n s e t .  So we w ent to  th e  c o c a -c o la  

cove w h e re  the  big boat w as  b each ed  p ro b a b ly  about 6 :30 and  b o a te d  l e i s u r e l y  

fo r  about an  h o u r .

I sp en t m u ch  of m y  t im e  w ith  B ill Ba u e r  who co m e s  f ro m  five g e n e ra t io n s  

of s e a  c a p ta in s ,  and  h a s  h im s e l f  a y ach t - -  m a n y  d if fe re n t  y a c h ts  £©*“ y e a r s  a n d  ‘ v;- 

y e a r s .  The l a s t  one would s lee p  tw e lv e .  And he h ad  tak en  S c o o te r  and  D ale 

M il le r  and  a  g  co ngen ia l  g ro u p  on a C a r ib b e a n  c r u i s e ,  o n e ^ h e  l i s t  of th in g s  

I w an t to  do w hen I w alk  out of th is  jo b .  He language  is  s a l ty  and  h is  sk in  is  like  

l e a t h e r ,  and I found h im  a  th o rough ly  delightfu l com pan ion .

John H il l ,  who is  a l l  of s ix  fe e t  s ix  o r  m aybe eight i s  one of th o se  m a n y  

people  who^having m ad e  a  lo t  of m oney^w ants to go to the  c o u n try  to  l iv e .  H is  

h o u s e ,  bu ilt  by O 'N e il  F o r d ,  in  B lanco  County , sounds r e a l l y  ex c i t in g .  H is  

w ife ,  a  gen tle  l i t t l e  p e r s o n  w ith  a  d iam ond the  s ize  of a  l a r g e  m a rb le  to ld  the  

m o s t  a m u s in g  s to r y  about the  w ay  th ey  t r a v e le d  be tw een  th e i r  h o m e s .  A s o r t  

of a  convoy of s e v e ra l  c a r s ,  inc lud ing  four c h i ld re n ,  two couples  of h e lp ,  th r e e  

dogs and  an xxaxtnresK a s s o r tm e n t  of o th e r  p e t s .  In E l P a s o ,  h a p le s s  new 

acq u a in tan ce  be ing  w a rm ly  h o sp itab le  had  a sk ed  th em  to spend  the n ig h t . And

s a id ,  ”Oh n o , you d o n 't  u n d e r s t a n d . "  And a v e r y  g ra p h ic  d e s c r ip t io n  of the
what

ch an g es  on th is  p e r s o n 's  face  a s  she exp la ined  of/ta ldng the H i l l 's  in  w ould  m e a n .

I . .- . :? -  ■
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Neva h a s  b een  to the G r e e n  House  and is  m a rv o u s ly  r e s t e d .  She to ld  m e 

she w ants  m e  to  a cco m p an y  h e r  so m e  t i m e .  T h a t  too I w ill  k eep  on m y  a g e n d a ,  

h of  a c iv c r i t i e  of-a l a dy of d a t e .

We w e re  b ack  a t  the  h e a d q u a r te r s  w ell a f te r  d a r k  fo r  a  good b ro i le d  s te a k  - 

d in n e r ,  c o rn  f ro m  l a s t  y e a r ’s g a rd e n ,  en o rm o u s  s t r a w b e r r i e s  th a t  Sam  F o r e , 

s e n t  u s  f ro m  F l o r e sv i l le  and a v e r y  keen  fee ling  of g ra t i tu d e  fo r  being  a l iv e  

and h e a l th y  and to g e th e r  and  h ap p y . And what one of the n e w sp a p e r  m e n  c o r r e c t l y  

c a l le d  "a  p e r f e c t  E a s t e r  Sunday w ith  sunny s k ie s  and w a rm  b r e e z e  and  b u t t e r -

cu p s  and  the  blue bonne ts  b loom ing  in  the f i e ld s . "

V ick i and  h e r  d a te ,  S im on M c H u g h ,  jo in ed  u s  fo r  d in n e r .  A nd Lynda B i rd  

r e tu r n e d  f ro m  San A nton io .

One of th e  m a n y  n ice  th in g s  Lyndon had  done to d ay  w as  to  s en d  a  w ire  to  

P h y l l i s  N u g en t’s h u sb an d  in  V ie t -N a m ,  and one to  Weaze Deathe's s o n ,  L a r r y .

And she laugh ing ly  sa id ,  "He sen t  w o rd  f ro m  V ie t-N a m  to p le a se  a end  h im  som e 

f lea  pow der and som e ru b b e r  dog bones  b ec a u se  he h ad  adop ted  a  w hole faxnily 

of h o m e le s s  d o g s ."

A n o th e r  n ice  m o m e n t  w as when l i t t le  B ill H itch co ck ,  Luci 's  b r o th e r  , 

s a id  to m e ,  "T h is  i s  the  n e a r e s t  to a fa m ily  E a s t e r  I*ve had  in  y e a r s  and y e a r s . "

■ A fte r  d in n e r ,  we w atched  Th e P r e s i d e n t ’s C ountry  in  the l iv in g  ro o m ,  ^ ^ h e  

un to ld  t im e  fo r  m e and so m e  of the s e c re ta r ie s ^ a n d  the  f i r s t  t im e ,  and  th r i l l in g  

i t i s , ^ ^ ^ t h e  B a u e r s ,  P o s ts  and H i l l s .

The g u es ts  le f t  about 10:30 and  I w ent to bed happy .



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE ^ '
S unday , A p r i l  10 , 1966 w a s h i n o t o n  Page*h8 .

L a t e r  I w as  h a r d  put to  u n d e r s ta n d  Doug K ik e r ' s s to r y ,  a f te r

w hat e ach  of the th r e e  Johnson  w om en w ore  s a id ,  "as  fo r  the  h e a d  of the fa m ily ,  he

is  w e a r in g  a  scow l re e d  in  the  f il l  of the ol t e m p e r ^  P r e s id e n t  Jo h n so n  is  in  

a  foul m o o d  th is  E a s t e r  Sunday, a p p a re n t  for a l l  to s e e ."  I w on’t  s a y  I hadnH  

s e e n  th a t  m o o d .  But not th is  w eekend . He went on to  s a y ,  "T h o se  who r e g u la r ly  

. see  h im  face  to  face  foox w e re  p a r t i c u la r ly  im p r e s s e d  l a s t  weekKsd in  W ashington  

b y  the fa tigue  th a t  showed in  h is  f a c e .  M r .  Jo h n so n  h a s  b een  f o r c e d  to w o rk  

the  la te  sh if t  fo r  days now to s ta y  on top  of V ie tn a m e s e  d e v e lo p m e n ts . "  T ha t 

m u c h  is  t r u e ,  painfu l and  k i l l in g .  The p r e s s  ta lk e d  too about how e x c i te d  the  

young p a r i s h io n e r s  h ad  been  a t  the p r e s e n c e  of G eorge  H a m il to n ;  One s to r y  ■ ,, 

s a id ,  " T h e r e  i s  a  good p o s s ib i l i ty  of G eorge  H am ilto n  b eco m in g  the* P e t e r  

L a w fo rd  of the  Jo h n so n  A d m in is t r a t io n .  " A c tu a lly  to have  a ro u n d  a s  a  h o u s e -  

g u e s t ,  he i s  a  co m b in a tio n  of qu ie tly  4iif(4Tpnti^1 an d  c h a rm in g ly  a r t i c u l a t e , 

c e r ta in ly  h a n d s o m e .  But m o s t  of a l l  he m a k e s  L ynda  s p a rk le ,  com e to l i f e ,  

^ ^ ^ t h a t  I am  g ra te fu l .


