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I t  w a s  one  of th o s e  o v e rw h e lm in g  d a y s  w hen  w a v e s  of p eo p le  s w e p t  o v e r  

th e  W hite  H o u s e  a n d  o v e r  u s  a n d  th a t  i s  w hy I c a l l  A p r i l  th e  m o n th  of p e o p le .

T h e r e  w a s  an  a f t e r n o o n  t e a  f o r  3 6 00 D e m o c r a t i c  W o m en  in  W a s h in g to n  

fo r  a  t h r e e - d a y  c o n f e r e n c e  an d  w o r k s h o p .

L y n d o n  an d  I w e r e  u p  e a r l y .  B a c k  a f t e r  o u r  l i t t l e  b re a k , j^ th e  r o u t in e  of

M a r v i n ,  of J a k e  an d  J a c k  a n d  B i l l  M o y e r s  o r  B ob  F le m in g  c o m in g  i n  w h ile
at

L y n d o n  c o n s u m e s  an i i u m e r a t t e  cu p s  of t e a  and  w a tc h e s  th e  m o r n i n g  new s

a n d  g e t s  b r i e f e d  a n d  g iv e s  o r d e r s  a n d  l i s t e n s  to  p r o b l e m s .  T h e r e  a r e  m o r e  a n d
( 9 ^

m o r e  l i t t l e  p i n - p r i c k s  c an n o n  b l a s t s  a t  the  w ay  he  i s  ru n n in g  h i s  j o b .  H e

r e m a r k e d  r a t h e r  t i l « 7 ^ ' ' T h e y  a l l  w an t to  h i t  th e  m o o n . ” F r e q u e n t l y  h e

e n v is io n s  h i m s e l f ,  I th in k ,  a s  a  s o r t  of a  b e a s t  of b u r d e n ,  p u l l in g  s tu b o r n ly  

a lo n g  on  h i s  h e a v y  lo a d .

In  th e  m o r n i n g  I w o r k e d  w ith  A s h to n  and  s ig n e d  m a i l  a n d  g o t a  h a i r T d o ,  

h a d  a  q u ic k  sa n d w ic h  in  m y  r o o m .

T h e n  a t  1:45 I w a s  r e a d y  fo r  the  f o r a y .  F i r s t ,  I  m e t  i n  t h e  C h in a  R o o m ' 

th e  n in e  w o m e n  d o e r s .  T h r e e  s o l t e Hoc^th e i r  w o r k  in  H e a d  S t a r t ;  t h r e e  in  

B e a u t i f i c a t io n ;  and  th r e e  young  o n es  t h a t  w o rk  in  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  W as  t h e r e  

e v e r  s u c h  a n  a w a r d - g iv in g  s o c ie ty  a s  o u r s ?  T h e y  w e re  to u c h in g ,  i m p r e s s i v e  

s t o r i e s  of th e  f u l ln e s s  of th e  h u m a n  h e a r t .

One w o m a n  f r o m  S an  M a r c o s  who had. fo u r  c h i ld r e n  - -  one h a d  d ie d ,  tw o 

w e r e  m e n ta l l y  r e t a r d e d ,  an d  s h e ’s gaiBg=torw orking w ith  p r o j e c t  H e a d  S t a r t ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  w ith  b i l in g u a l  y o u n g s t e r s !

t",  ..' . . .  . '  . ' . . .  V - J
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A n o t h e r , M r s .  S h a f e r ,  h a d  r e a l l y  bodde-d th e  l io n  in  h i s  d e n  b y  u n d e r t a k in g

Kp:the c le a n u p  of ju n k y a r d s  in  M e m p h i s .  W hy h a d  sh e  done i t ?  She h a d  gone
 ̂ ~yy^ ^ j ~ u j r t 3 c ^

to  th e  ju n k y a r d  o w n e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  th e y  there=. C o o p e r a t i o n ^ ’ E v e n

e n th u s i a s m  - - i n s t e a d  o f b r i c k  b a t s  - - a t  the  r e s u l t i n g  i m p r o v e m e n t .

A n o th e r ,  on ly  a  s e n io r  in  h ig h  s c h o o l ,  and  a n  a r e a  c a p ta in  in  c h a r g e  of 

t e n  p r e c i n c t s  in  *64 c a m p a ig n ,  o rg a n iz in g  p o ll  w a t c h e r s  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  

b a b y  s i t t e r s  an d  r e c r u i t i n g  h e r  ow n h ig h  sc h o o l  c l a s s m a t e s  to  w o r k .  She c a m e  

baote~na t u r a l l y  - -  she  i s  a  d e s c e n d a n t  of P r e s i d e n t  M o n r o e .

W e c h a t t e d  f o r  a  few  m o m e n t s  an d  h a d  o u r  p i c t u r e s  m a d e  t o g e t h e r .  T h e n  

I ,  to o ,  r e c e i v e d  th e  s a m e  l i t t l e  go ld  a w a r d  th a t  th e y  h a d  b e e n  g iv e n .  A nd  

M a r g a r e t  P r i c e .

A nd  th e n  i t  w a s  2 : 00 a n d  the  f i r s t  w av e  of th e  D e m o c r a t i c  d e le g a te s  c a m e  

in  - -  a p p r o x im a te ly  1200 l a d i e s ,  I w en t  th ro u g h  i t  r a t h e r  l ik e  a  c h ip  on th e

c r e s t  of a  w a v e ,  th o u g h  m a y b e  th e  l a d i e s  of the  P r e s s  co u ld  d e s c r i b e  i t  m o r e  

c o lo r f u l l y .

w a s  th e  g r e a t e s t  I s a w  f r o m  th e  W hite  H o u se  s in c e  th e  B r i t i s h  b u r n e d  

th e  M a n s io n  in  1814 , '•  s a id  I s a b e l l e  S h e l to n .  B u t I s u b s c r ib e  m o r e  to h e r  l i n e s ,  

^^It w a s  a l l  h ig h  s p i r i t s  a n d  good  c le a n  fu n .^

^"^All th e  g u e s ts  w e r e  d r e s s e d  in  w h ite  g loves  a n d  t h e i r  S u n d ay  b e s t  a n d  

o v e r f lo w in g  w ith  d e m o c r a t i c  g o o d w il l .

)

W hen I got off th e  e l e v a to r  th e  f i r s t  fo lk s  I saw  w e r e  N e l l i e  C o n n o lly  an d  

A dele L o c k e , I h u g g ed  a n d  k i s s e d  th e m  and  th e n  m o v e d  g e n t ly  in to  the  c ro w d  in  

th e  S ta te  D in ing  R o o m  - -  a.rA  a id e  on one s id e  an d  J e r r y  on a n o th e r  - -  ahak ir .g ’ 

h a n d s  on  m y  r ig h t  a n d  on  m y  l e f t  an d  in  f r o n t  of m e  an d  b e h in d  m e ,  s a y in g  
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th o s e  th a t  I c o u ld n ’t  r e a c h ,  " W e lc o m e ,  I a m  so g la d  y o u ' r e  h e r e .  I h o p e  i t  

w a s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o n f e r e n c e . "

W ith  th e  u s u a l  g r e e t i n g s  of "H e llo  - how  do you  d o " ,  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w ith  

" I 'm  y o u r  n e ig h b o r  f r o m  L a m p a s a s " ,  "I*m f r o m  A l a b a m a , "  "We lo v e  y o u r  

h u s b a n d " ,  "G od  b l e s s  y o u " .  T h a t  i s  one r e p e a te d ,  o v e r  a n d  o v e r .  I t  n e v e r  - 

c e a s e s  to  be  f r e s h  to  m e .

B u t th e n  p a n d e m o n iu m  b ro k e  lo o s e  w h en  L y n d o n  c a m e  in s : .  D o r o th y  M c C a rd le  

s a i d ,  " R a n c h e r  L y n d o n  B .  J o h n s o n  got c o r r a l l e d  a t  h i s  P e n n s y lv a n ia  A v en u e  

d ig  y e s t e r d a y  a f t e r n o o n .  E v e ry o n e  w hooped  i t  u p  w ith  th e  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  a  g ro u p  

o f t e e n a g e r s  h a i l in g  a  H o llyw ood  crooner . '*  And th e  U P I  s a id ,  "G ig g l in g  l ik e  

t e e n a g e r s ,  th e  w o m e n  r u s h e d  u p  to  M r .  J o h n s o n ,  k i s s in g  h is  f a c e ,  s h a k in g  o r  Wsai :̂ 

h i s  h a n d  a n d  t r y i n g  to  t e l l  h im  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  f r o m . " ‘

H e s e e m e d  p l e a s e d  b y ’the  u p r o a r . He s ta y e d  ab o u t 10 m i n u t e s .  A nd  th e n  

N e l l i e ,  A d e le  L o c k e a n d  S c s k k  M r s .  P r i c e  a n d  to o k  th e m  u p s t a i r s  f o r  a  bow l of 

s o u p .  A nd  by  th a t  t im e  I h a d  c i r c u m n a v i g a te d  th e  S ta te  D in ing  R o o m ,  T h e  R e d  

R o o m ,  th e  B lu e  R o o m  an d  b a c k  in to  th e  H a l l ,  a n d  I too  w a s  u p s t a i r s  ab o u t  a  

q u a r t e r  to  t h r e e  - -  a  s h o r t  b r e a k  d u r in g  w h ic h  ! m e t  in  th e  T r e a t y  R o o m  

M erce d e s  E ic h h o lz  an d  B a r b a r a  B o ll in g  H a m il to n  a n d  so m e  f r i e n d s  of t h e i r s ,  

m o v ie  p e o p le ,  M r .  a n d  M r s .  T r u p  a n d  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n .  H e h ad  c o n t r ib u te d  h i s  

t im e  an d  t a l e n t s  to th e  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  in  w r i t i n g  a n d  s in g in g  s o n g s .

Q u ic k ly  p i c t u r e s  w e r e  m a d e  an d  th e n  i t  w as  down s t a i r s  fo r  th e  sec o n d  

g ro u p  of l a d i e s .  How the  s ta f f  and  the C a b in e t  w iv e s  an d  a l l  of th e  h o s t e s s e s  

m o v e d  th a t  m a n y  p eo p le  in  and  ou t i s  a  t r i u m p h a l  of l o g i s t i c s  . I  on ly  hope  i t  

' ' ' ' '
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done  a s  g r a c e f u l ly  a n d ,k in d ly  a s  p o s s i b l e .  B ut e v e ry b o d y  I c o u ld  s e e  h a d  a

b ig  s m i l e ,  n o t  m a t t e r  how s q u a s h e d  th e y  w e r e .  And I t r i e d  to  h a v e  th e  b ig g e s t
' ' 'i 

one of a l l  a n d  to  th a n k  e v e r y b o d y  fo r  c o m in g  and  h o p ed  th e  w o r k s h o p s  h a d  b e e n

u s e f u l .

I w as  e s p e c i a l l y  d e l ig h te d  th a t  t h e r e  w e r e  24  w o m e n  f r o m  A l a b a m a .  A nd  

t h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  ab o u t 25 o r  26 f r o m  South  D a k o ta  a n d  N o r th  D a k o ta .  T h e  b ig g e s t  

d e le g a t io n  w a s  I l l in o is  w ith  3 0 0 .  T e x a s  w ith  100 - - I  w a s  p ro u d  o f .  H e a d e d  b y  

th e  w ife  of the  G o v e rn o r  an d  fu ll  of o ld  f r i e n d s  - -  N a n c y  N e g le y  a n d  L i z  O d o m  - -  i 

a  q u ic k  k i s s  f r o m  th e m  a s  I s t a r t e d  up  the  s t a i r s .

B u t i t  a l l  m e l t s  in to  a  s o r t  o f  a  m o n tag e  . I r e m e m b e r  s e e in g  a  w o m a n  |

w i th  a  s m a l l  b a b y ,  a p p a r e n t ly  t h r e e  o r  fo u r  m o n th s  o ld .  A nyw ay  I  h e a r d  th a t  

sh e  h a d  d e p o s i t e d  h e r  on th e  d in in g  r o o m  bu ffe t  ta b le  w h ile  sh e  h e lp e d  h e r s e l f  

to  a  g l a s s  of p unch  a n d  c o o k ie s .  A nd th e n  l a t e r ,  a c c o r d in g  to  D o ro th y  M c C a r d l e ,  

sh e  to o k  th e  in fa n t  ou t in to  the  c o r r i d o r  n e a r  th e  sp o t  w h e re  th e  M a r in e  b a n d  

w a s  p la y in g  a n d  p e r s o n a l ly  saw  th a t  the  l i t t l e  one d id  no t go h u n g r y  e i t h e r .

D u r in g  s o m e  in te r lu d e  B e s s  h a d  s a id  to m e  in  h e r  c a lm  v o ic e  th a t  sh e  th o u g h t 

i t  w ou ld  be  b e t t e r  i f  I d id n ’t go in to  the  R ed  R o o m ,  the  G r e e n  R o o m ,  bu t c o n c e n t r a l  

on th e  E a s t  R o o m  and  th e  H a l l  a n d  the  D in ing  R o o m .  I t  w a s  l a t e r  I h e a r d  th a t  

a s  we w e r e  b o th  c o n v e rg in g  in  th e  R e d  R o o m ,  th e  c ro w d  s u r g e d  f o r w a r d ,  an d  ' 

w h a t  th e  P r e s s  h a d  b e e n  e a g e r l y  w a i t in g  fo r  did h a p p e n .  S om e  d a m a g e .  A s h  

t r a y s  sw e p t  to  the  a o o r  in  s p l i n t e r s ,  p r e s i d e n t i a l  s t a n d a r d  s t a g g e r e d  o u ts id e  

th e  B lue  R o o m ,  an  a n t iq u e  la m p  c r a s h e d  to  th e  ^ o o r  in  th e  R e d  R o o m .  S o m eo n e  

b r a v e l y  r e s c u e d  the  m u s i c a l  s c o r e  of L a f a y e t t e ' s  m a r c h  a s  i t  s l ip p e d  f r o m  a  i
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n in e te e n th  c e n t u r y  m u s i c  s ta n d  b e s id e  th e  h a r p .  A b u s t  of H e n r y  C la y  to p p le d  

o v e r  b u t  w as  n o t  d a m a g e d .  A n d  I s a b e l l e  S h e l to n  w r o t e ,  " P o s s i b l y  i t ’s j u s t  a s  

w e l l  t h a t  J a c q u e l in e  K e n n e d y 's  vsCc^tlbning a c r o s s  the  o c e a n  in  g x ^  S p a in  - -  

th e  so u n d  w a v e s  m i g h t  h av e  r e a c h e d  h e r . " £ l n  N ew  Y o rk  it'sEHaiidBtdjas i f  1 1 0 0  

g a t h e r e d  t r e a s u r e s  w e re  j o s t l a . t * ^ i r ~  M in o n  T h is H o u se  i s  f o r  p e o p le  to o  - -  

a n d  to d a y  i t  w a s  u s e d  a n d  e n jo y ed  b y  t h e m .
_  ’  — -  

: = i . *  . . . 1  

_____________■ ■ 'V '’'" ''’ ' I’J*  ' ' '  ^
I th in k  i t  w a s  a t  Bxfehegx th ^ ^ n d -o r f  th e  s e c o n d  g ro u p  th a t  L y n d o n  d e e f ty  lsaiasdt 

l e d  th e  l a d i e s  th ro u g h  th e  B lu e  ftoisfn' a n d  ou t on to  th e  g r e a t  r a i l e d  p o r c h  a n d  

down th e  s t e p s  to w a r d  th e  b u s e s  in  o r d e r  th a t  we c o u ld  a l l  h a v e  a  p i c t u r e  m a d e

in c lu d in g  a s  m a n y  f a c e s  a s  p o s s i b l e . ̂  ~

B u t th a t  w a s  a  goodbye to  t h i s  g r o u p ,  a n d  w ith  a  few  m in u te s  in t e r lu d e  I

w a s  b a c k  dow n s t a i r s  f o r  a  t h i r d  w a v e .  T h is  t im e  I d id  c o n c e n t r a t e  on th e

D in ing  R o o m ,  th e  H a l l ,  th e  E a s t  R o o m .  I find  in  a  c ro w d  l ik e  t h i s  th a t  i t  i s

w is e  t o  m o v e  a s  c a lm ly  and  q u ie t ly ,  e v en  l e i s u r e l y ,  a s  I c a n  w i th  a n  in t im a te  ijl

s m i le  and  a  d i r e c t  lo o k  in to  t h e i r  e y e s  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s ib le  a s  I s h a k e  h a n d s

w i th  t h r e e  o r  fo u r  l a d ie s  on th e  r i g h t ,  t h r e e  o r  fo u r  on th e  l e f t ,  a n d  p e r h a p s

t u r n  a r o u n d  to  the  b a c k ,  no one d i r e c t l y  in  f r o n t .  T h e r e  w e r e  m e m o r a b l e

c o n ta c t s  w i th  o ld  f r i e n d s  - -  D r .  O 'T e n a s e k  of M a r y la n d ,  M r s .  R o s e n th a l  o f
\ .

C o n n e c t ic u t ,  O ny ia  S a l e s a  f r o m  P u e r t o  R ic o ,  of c o u r s e .

T h i s  w a s  m y  l a s t  g ro u p  and  I t r i e d  to g ive  i t  m y  b e s t .  I w a s  d e l ig h te d  

to  s e e  s u c h  l a r g e  c o n t in g e n ts  f r o m  M ain e  and  V e r m o n t .  I t ' s  r a t h e r  s w e e t  

an d  i n t e r e s t i n g  how  e v e r y b o d y  g iv e s  s p e c ia l  d e f e r e n c e  to  d e l e g a t e s  f r o m  

P u e r t o  R ic o ,  G u a m  o r  th e  C an a l  Z o n e .
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I s a b e l l e  S h e l to n  s a id ,  " T h e  e n e r g e t i c  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  th e  in f a t ig u e a b le  

F i r s t  L a d y  e x h ib i te d  so m e  of th e  f in e s t  b r o k e n  f ie ld  ru n n in g  o ff th e  p r o f e s s io n a l ,  

f o o tb a l l  f i e ld  a s  th e y  s k i l l fu l ly  m a n e u v e r e d  th ro u g h  th e  roac j a m m e d  p a c k e d  

R e d ,  G r e e n  a n d  B lue  R o o m s ,  s h a k in g  h a n d s  f o r e ,  a f t  an d  in  b e t w e e n . "

She h a d  a s :  h i l a r i o u s  ex ch a n g e  b e tw e e n  h a t s .  O ften  h a t s  an d  h e a d s  a r e  a i r  you  • 

c a n  s e e  i n  th i s  c r o w d .  You c a n ' t  t e l l  w h a t  h a n d s  b e lo n g  to  w h a t  h e a d s .  "I. 

c a u g h t  h i m ,  I k i s s e d  h i m , "  an  o r a n g e - l^ ^ ^ ^ ^ w o m a n  s h o u te d  t r i u m p h a n t ly  

a b o u t  th e  P r e s i d e n t .  "I*m lo s in g  m y  h a n d ! "  s q u e a le d  a  g r e e n  h a t ,  a s  th e  

c ro w d  v e e r e d .  "W a tc h  ou t fo r  t h a t  m a c k  t r u c k , " a  b lu e  t u r l ^ n  w a r n e d  a

y e l lo w  c lo c h e .  " P o o r  l i t t l e  th in g ,  she*s a l m o s t  s m o t h e r e d " ,  a  p in k  s t r a w  

b o la  s a id  c o m p a s s io n a t e ly  of th e  F i r s t  L a d y .  "She m u s t  be  a  w o n d e r fu l  

p e r s o n  to  go th r o u g h  a l l  t h i s " ,  s a id  a  n a v y  b lue  c a r t w h e e l .  "W hy  doesn* t 

sh e  g e t  ou t of h e r e -----th e y ’l l  k i l l  h e r " ,  s a id  a  h a lo  of w h ite  f l o w e r s .

A nd  one o f th e  f u n n ie s t  th in g s  of a  s t o r y ,  t r u e  o r  n o t ,  o f  a  l a d y  w ho h a d n ’t 

b e e n  c lo s e  en o u g h  to  the  P r e s i d e n t  to  k i s s  h i m ,  so sh e  s e t t l e d  f o r  k i s s in g  

th e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  b e a g le s  on  h e r  w a y  o u t .  T h e y  a r e  m o s t  k i s s a b l e ,  th o s e  d o g s ,  

an d  L u c i  k i s s e s  th e m  e v e r y  d a y .  .

B u t  w h en  th i s  w a s  o v e r  I nodded  goodbye to  M a r g a r e t  P r i c e .  I t  w a s  r e a l l y  

w h a t  I f e l t  a b o u t  i t .  B5 I lo v ed  i t  - -  I r e a l l y  h a v e .  I ’d l ik e  to  s e e  th e m  a l l .

I ’d f ly  b a c k  f r o m  a n y w h e re  to  g e t  h e r e  fo r  i t .

; In  r e t r o s p e c t ,  I w a s  a  l i t t l e  a n n o y e d .  T h e  p a p e r s  h a d  m a d e  s u c h  a  m a d -
, ' '

h o u s e  of i t  a n c ^ s y m p a th e t ic  to w a r d  P r e s i d e n t  A n d re w  J a c k s o n ,



MEMORANDUM

T u e s d a y ,  A p r i l  19, 1966

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O K

P a g e  7

T h e r e  w a s  a  l i t t l e  d a m a g e ,  b u t  a  lo t  of fun  an d  a  lo t  to  r e m e m b e r .

B u t a t  5 :00  th e  d a y  w as  f a r  f r o m  o v e r .  I h a d  a n  h o u r s  r e s t  a n d  c h a n g e d  

c lo th s  . A nd  th e n  M r s .  B o r to n  , the  w ife  of th e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o f  N o rw a y  

, . a r r i v e d  w i th  h e r  y o ung  d a u g h t e r , T e r r i  B o r to n ,  who i s  th e  Q u een  of th e  A z a l e a  . 

F e s t i v a l ,  a n d  h e r  b e s t  f r i e n d ,  l a d y  in  w a i t in g ,  b r o u g h t  b y  S y lv ia  S y m in g to n  

w ith  a n  i n t e r p r e t e r  f r o m  th e  E m b a s s y ,  fo r  th e y  s p e a k  a l m o s t  no E n g l i s h .

She w a s  q u i te  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  v e r y  b lo n d  w ith  h e r  lo n g  s i lk y  h a i r  tu m b l in g  f r o m  

u n d e r  a  s q u a r e ,  b l a c k ,  e m b r o i d e r e d  c a p ,  w e a r in g  a  c h a r m in g  n a t iv e  c o s tu m e  

t h a t ' s  k e p t  f o r  f e s t iv e  h o l id a y s ,  b r ig h t  bow s an d  b r ig h t  c o lo r e d  g a y ly  e m b r o i d e r e d  

e s k i t e n  s k i r t  th a t  lo o k ed  l ik e d  s o m e  o ld  g r a n d m o th e r  h a d  s p e n t  h o u r s  o f  h a n d - 

w o r k  on  th e m  a n d  th e y  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  kgmaxrgd h a n d e d  down th ro u g h  g e n e r a t i o n s  .

T h is ,  g i r l  h a d  a  b ig  p u r s e  s u s p e n d e d  f r o m  h e r  w a i s t .

N e x t  w e h a d  o u r  p i c t u r e s  m a d e  in  th e  R o se  G a r d e n  in  f r o n t  of the  m o s t

■'
m a r v e l o u s  d i s p la y  - -  g r a y  p a r s i n s  an d  t u l i p s ,  ra in b o w  s h a d e s ,  a n d  c r a b  

a p p le s  in  fu ll  b l o s s o m .  T h e r e  i s  no a z a l e a  in  s ig h t !  A nd th e n  u p s t a i r s  fo r  

t e a  a n d  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  A nd  i t  w as  a  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  30 m i n u t e s .

Lu c i  c a m e  in  and  to ld  th e m  how  s w e e t  e v e r y b o d y  w a s  in  th e  c o m m u n i ty  

and  how  th e y  fe e l  l ik e  th e y  w e r e  j u s t  a  p a r t  o f  N o r fo lk  a n d  p a s s e d  a r o u n d  

p i c t u r e s  of a l l  the  e v e n ts  - -  sh e  w as  Az a le a  Qu e e n  l a s t  y e a r .

V i r g i n i a  R u s k  le n t  th e  p r e s t i g e  of h e r  p r e s e n c e .  She i s  a lw a y s  so  g e n t le  

a n d  e v e r y th in g  she  sh o u ld  b e . I t  w as  a  gay  , p l e a s a n t  ex ch a n g e  . A nd th e n  w ith  

c o n g r a tu la t io n s  I s a id  goodbye to  th e m  a b o u t  6 :4 5 .
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B u t t h a t  w a s  n o t  the  en d  of th e  d a y .  B e c a u s e  of m y  own c h o o s in g ,  

r e a l i z i n g  w h a t  a  d a y  i t  w ou ld  b e ,  a jx irl h e a r d  th a t  D ic k  D i e t r i c h  w a s  go ing  to 

b r in g  a  Jo h n  S in g le to n  C o p le y  on lo a n ,  " T h e  Li t t l e  Boy  w ith  a  Squ i r r e l "  a n d  

j u s t  d e p o s i t  i t  in  th e  U s h e r ' s  O f f ic e ,  I s u g g e s te d  th a t  he  b r in g  a lo n g  h i s  f i a n c e ,  

h e r  m o t h e r  a n d  f a t h e r ,  th e  L iv in g s to n  B id d le s  and  we w ou ld  h a v e  a  d r i n k  in  

th e  Y e llo w  R o o m .

A n d  th i s  w a s  th e  t im e  of th e  d ay  to  c u r l  u p  an d  r e l a x .

F i r s t ,  w e lo o k e d  a t  th e  C o p le y .  I t  i s  delightful*. A  l i t t l e  b o y  in  c o lo n ia l  

c o s tu m e  of th e  d a y w a s  s l ig h t ly  s tu f fy  bu t a  v e r y  c u te  e x p r e s s i o n  on h i s  

f a c e .  Y o u .w o n d e r  j u s t  w h a t  he*s th in k in g  a b o u t . th a t  s q u i r r e l  - -  w h a t  they*ve 

b e e n  u p  t o .

W e s e t t l e d  dow n to  a  d r in k  a n d  a  good  c o n v e r s a t io n  w i th  A ng ie  a n d  R o b in ,__

th e  L iv in g s to n  Biddl e s  a r e  t h e i r  c o u s in s  ^ a b o u t  t h e i r  a p p r o a c h in g  w ed d in g  

a t  S t .  J o h n s  w h e r e  sh e  h a s  gone a l l  h e r  l i f e  - -  r i g h t  a c r o s s  L a f a y e t t e  S q u a r e .  

C o r d e l i a  i s  h e r  n a m e . She lo o k e d  v e r y  s w e e t  an d  young an d  t e n d e r  a n d  D ic k

V  'D i e t r i c h  w a s  v e r y  m u c h  in  lo v e .  He s a id  %he r e m in d s  m e  o£ E m i l y  D ic k in s o n

a n d  s h e  w r i t e s  p o e t r y  t o o .  We t a lk e d  a b o u t  how he  h a p p e n e d  to  b e c o m e  a

c o l l e c t o r .  I t  s t a r t e d  w ith  c o l le c t in g  l e t t e r s  ab o u t  found ing  f a t h e r s  and  o f  o t h e r

f a m o u s  p e o p le .  I w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  p le a s e d  to  show  h im  m y  tw o J e f f e r s o n  l e t t e r s

"■ n
a n d  m y  tw o W a sh in g to n  l e t t e r s  . And th e n  I s a id ,  ^ t  do you  k now  th a t  w o n ' t

h a p p e n  a n y m o r e .  Who e v e r  s i t s  downsc a n d  w r i t e s  a  lo n g  isdr h a n d  l e t t e r  r e a l l y

C j ... 'I'*■ e x p r e s s i n g  o u r  th o u g h ts  th e s e  d a y s  . We r a t t l e  s o m e th in g  o ff  to  a  s t e n o g r a p h e r

j u s t  s a y ,  ” te l l  M r .  J o n e s  so  and  s o " .  D i c k  s m i l e d  an d  s a i d ,  'You d o . ” "I 

. h a v e  a  w o n d e r fu l  l e t t e r  f r o m  y o u . ” A nd  th e n  I r e a l i z e d  I h a d  w r i t t e n  h im  in
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lo n g  h a n d  w h en  he  h a d  g iv e n  u s  th e  S u l ly .  A nd  I v o w ed  to  do i t  m o r e  o f te n  

in  th e  f u t u r e .  ‘ • -

W hat a  p l e a s a n t  l i f e .  I d o n ' t  know  w h e th e r  he  d o e s  a n y  w o r k  f o r  a  l i v i n g .  ’ '

I g a th e r  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y .  T h e y ' l l  go to  E u r o p e  fo r  a  lo n g  h o n e y  m o o n  - -  ' 

a n  o c e a n  v o y a g e  a n d  th e n  r e t u r n  to  l iv e  in  a n  o ld  s tone  h o u se  th e y  a r e  do ing  o v e r  - 

ou t in  th e  c o u n t r y  f r o m  P h i l a d e l p h i a . - '

I t  w a s  n e a r l y  8 :00  w h en  th e y  l e f t .  T h e n  I h a d  t im e  fo r  a  m a s s a g e  a n d   ̂ ‘ "

s o m e  r e a d in g  a n d  s ig n in g  of m a i l  b e f o r e  L yndon  c a m e  h o m e  fo r  d in n e r  a b o u t  

9 :4 5 ,  A nd w h a t  he  d id  a t  the  d in n e r  t a b le  i s  so  ty p ic a l  of h i m .  H e  p ic k e d  u p  

th e  phone  - -  on ly  one s e c o n d  e l a p s e s  b e tw e e n  th e  th o u g h t  a n d  th e  a c t io n  6 n 'm a n y -  " 

o f  th e  k in d  l i t t l e  th in g s  h e  d o e s  - -  a n d  c a l l e d  M a r g a r e t  P r i c e  an d  to ld  h e r  w h a t  " 

a  w o n d e r fu l  jo b  he  th o u g h t  she  h a d  d o n e .  A nd  I t a lk e d  to  h e r  a l s o .  T h a t  i s  one  

o f  th e  b o n d s  th a t  t i e  p e o p le  to  h i m .  . :

M ax in e  C h e s h ire h a d  w r i t t e n  a  v e r y  an n o y in g  f i r s t  p a r a g r a p h  in  h e r  c o lu m n ,  

"W il l  r a i n s  in  S p a in  s h o w e r  dow n on  an  en g ag e d  L y n d a  B i r d  J o h n s o n " .  " T h e r e  

h a v e  b e e n  w i s p e r s  h e r e  fo r  d a y s  ab o u t a  b ig  g r a d u a t io n  p a r t y  b e in g  p la n n e d  f o r  

L y n da  B i r d  J o h n s o n  i n  T e x a s  in  J u n e .  A nd s o m e  W ash in g to n  i n s i d e r s  c o n s id e r  

the  t im in g  p e r f e c t  fo r  an  a n n o u n c e m e n t  of h e r  e n g a g e m e n t  to  A c to r  G e o rg e  

H a m i l t o n . "  '"The W hite  H o u se  o f f ic ia l ly  d e n ie d  the  r e p o r t s  y e s t e r d a y ,  b u t  th e  

r u m o r s  p e r s i s t .  T he  p a r t y  to  be h o s te d  b y  W a r r e n  W o o d w a rd ."  And in  a n o th e r  

p a r a g r a p h ,  "L y n d a  a n d  H a m i l to n  a r e  s c h e d u le d  to  ta k e  off th i s  w e ek e n d  

of J u n e  4 fo r  a  c h a p e r o n e d  v a c a t io n  in  E u r o p e ,  w h ich  h a s  b e e n  t im e d  to g e t  h e r  

b a c k  in  t im e  fo r  h e r  s i s t e r ' s  w ed d in g  in  A u g u s t . "
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T h is  i s  th e  s o r t  of th in g  th a t  s e t s  m e  to  co u n tin g  the  naon ths  u n t i l  I
■ .'̂ S-vX,u ' ' - ■'

c e l e b r a t e  m y  g la d  r e l e a s e  - -  th e  t c n ae  of s i l e n c e  in r^he  c a m p  of p e a c e .


