for a three-day conference and workshop.
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It was one of those overwhelming days.Whe_n waves of people swept over
the White House and over us and that is ‘why I ca.'ll April the month of peeple'.
There was an afternoon tea for 3600 Democratic Women in Washington

’ Lyndon and I were up early. Back after our little break, the routine of'”

‘Marvin, of Jake and Jack and Bill Moyers or Bob Fleming coming in while

I.yndon 'consumes/rmmbte cups of tea and watches the rh_orning news

~and gets briefed and gives orders and listens: to problems. There aze more and

G

more little pin-pricks 'channon Blaste et the way h.e‘is rﬁnﬁing his job. .He
remarked'rather 1Arj‘::veﬁ"'l‘hey vai,lll war;t te h1t the-moor.i'."'. ".1?.‘.requen‘tl;r he

envisiqns himself, I thinl;, ‘as a sort of a beast‘of bu;deﬁ, pulliné s;;xb%rﬁly |
elong on }jlxis-.heavy Ioed. “ e | |

In the morning I worked with Ashton and signed mail and go't a hair-do,

~ had a qui‘ck sandwich in my room,

Then at ‘1:.45 I was reedY for the foraf. Fir.st, ‘I met in the'Chi-na'Room.f -
the nine kwonien doers_f Thremfheir.wdrk i..rAlAH.ead Start; three in
Beautifiee.tion; and three youﬁg ones thet work in political acti;vity. ) Was there
ever such an a’ward-giving society as our's? They. were teuc}_xing; impressive
stories ef the fgllness of the huﬁiaﬂ heart.

-One woman from San Marcoe who hed. four children - one had died' two

were mentally retarded and she s gﬁ:u:g:tn‘workmg w1th pro_]ect Head Start

espec1a11y with b111ngua1 youngsters
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Another, Mrs, Shafer, had really bedded the lion in his de_n by undertaking .

= the cleanup of Junkyards in Memphls . Why had she done it? She had gone

to the Junkya.rd owners themselves and they stoed-thexe- : Coopera.t;.on? Even

o enthumasvm -- f1nstead_ of brick bats -- at the re sultlng 1mprovement,- ‘
Another, only a senior in high school, and an area captain in charge of
ten pre‘cincts in '64 campaign, organizing poll watchers and transportation‘ and
baby sitters and recruxtmg her own h1gh school classmates to work. She came’
X :
ba-ek—naturally -- she is a descendant of President Monroe.
We chatted for a few moments and had our pictures made together. Then
jl too, recelved the same 11tt1e gold award that they had been glven. And

Mo Margaret Price.

And then it was 2:C0 and the first wave of the Democratlc delegates came
in -- approxxmately 1200 ladles. B I went through it rather 11ke a chip on thez._
crest of a wave, thongh maybe the ladies of the Press could describe it more '-' |
colorfully.

4’ . .
&W”It was the greatest I saw from the White House since the Brltz.sh burned
the Mansion in 1814', " said Isabelle Shelton. But I subscribe more to her lines.
Ay, . L. / '
It was all high spirits and good clean fun.
WALl the guests were dressed in white gloves and their Sunday best and
. : o v : . . -
overflowing with democratic goodwill,
When I got off the elevator the first folks I saw were Nellie Connolly and -
K ) . . AdeleLocks, I hugged and kissed them and then moved gently into the er_owd in
.'the State Dining'Room -- amt aide on one side and J'erry on another -- shaking

hands on my right and on my left and in front of me’'and behind me,;'ggxiifg to ;
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those that I couldn't reach, "Welcome, I am so glad you're here. I hope it
- was an interesting conference.'"’
'With the usual g.reeting's of "Hello - how do you do‘i, intersPersed w_ith

"I‘m your nelghbor from Lam?ass@s" ”I'm from Alabama,'" ""We love your

. =

husband!' "God bless you"; -That is one repeate_d; over and over. It neve.r' .
cea‘se.; to be fresh to m.e .

:ﬁ:»B-ntvthen‘ pandernonium broke 1ooee when Lyndon came inx. bororhy McCardle
sai:d,: "Rancher Lynd.on“B. J’ohnson .got corralled. at his Pennsyivania Avenue

dig yesterday afternoon. Everyone whooped it up w1th the exc1tement of a group

S

- of t'een“amglers ha;ili:ng a Hollywood crooner. And the UPI sa.1d ”Glgghng hke
teenagers, the women rushed up to Mr. Johnson, k1351ng hlS face, shakmg or k)ssn..
his hand e.nd trylng__to tell ’hlm_where the'sr were_fr‘om.,-""- R e )
‘He 'seerned i)ieased by the uproar. He stay-ed about 10 minutee | And the'n“ :
Nellie, Adele Lockc,and mex Mrs., Prlce and took them upstalrs for a bowl of
- soup.» 'And by that t1me I had c1rcumnav1gated the Sta.te Dining Room The Red
Room, the Blue Room and »back into;the Hall, and I too was upstai.rs about a
quarter to three '—- a short break dunng which I met in ‘the Treaty Room '
7 “V‘W 2
N Ve:—s—:tef—?&yehe-l—te and Barba.ra Bolhng Hamllton and some frzends of thexrs,
mov1e'peop1e, Mr . and‘IvIrs. Trup and their chi_ldren. He had contributed his‘
time and talents to tne.Democretie P'arty in writing anvd‘ singing songs. |
o~ Quickly pictures v)ere rnade' and then it was bdown staire for the second‘
groun or"ladies . How the staff and the Cvabinet‘Wives."andvall.of. t':ne liosteeses o

‘moved that many people in and out is a triumphal.of logistics I only hope it wa>
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done as gracefully and‘kindly as possibie. But everybody I could see had a
. blg sm11e noﬂ matter how squashed they were, And I tr1ed to have the bxggest

- e - - ]

one of all and to thank everybody for commg and hoped the worksh0ps had been

' useful.

-

I ‘was espe c1a11y del:.ghted that there were 24 women from Alabama. Atld

there yvere also about 25 o_r 26 from South Dakota and North Dakota. - The biggest ‘
: delegatlon Vyae Illi.hms w:Lth 300 Texas with 100 --I was proud of - Headed by

the wife of t_he Governor and full of old‘friend‘e ‘-- Nancy Negleyand‘Liz AOdorr-1 -

a quick kiss from therﬁ as I started.up the stairs.

FIOR et

N ‘ | But 1t all melts 1nto a sort of a rhontage I | remembef seeiné a woman-
with a small baby, apparently three or four months old Anyway I‘heard that
. she had dep051ted her on the d1n1ng room buffet table wh11e she helped herself
to a glass of punch and cookles. And then later, accordmg to Dorothy McCardle, '

. she took the 1nfant out into the corr1dor near the spot where the Marlne band ,.
was playing and persohallyl saw that the lit.tle one ‘didv not go hungry either. .

During some interlode Be_Ss‘ had said to me in her c‘alm voice thatv she thought '
it would bebetter ifI didn‘t go into the Red Room, the ‘Gz"een'Room, hxit cohcentraf
on the East Room and the Hall and the Dining Room. It was later I heard that
as we were both convefgihg in the Redlf‘{oom-,v the crowd sarged fofrward, and’
what the Press had been~eager}y.waiting for did happen. Sorvnepdamajge. Ash -

trays swept to the floor in splinters, presidential standard staggered outside

)

“the Blue Room, an antique lanip crashed to ‘the'ﬁ/loor in the Red ROOm 'Someone - -

braveiy rescued the musical vsco:Ar.e of Lafayette's march as it slipped from a ol 3
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nineteenth century music stand bes1de the harp A bust of Henry Clay t0ppled
over but was not damaged And Isabelle Shelton wrote, ”P0381b1y itts Just as

well that Jacqueline Kennedy s va"c'a'tioning across the ocean in Sapt Spain -

e

‘the sound waves mlght have reached her.”[In New York J.t'smnﬁxd)as 1f 1160

gathered treasures were Jostled—at*ﬁre-'Mlnonj 'Ifh#”House is for 'people'too,'-— pee

' and today it was used and en_]oyed by"them. ,

e N r )

- I think it was at =xheanx thgé"nd ofthe second group that Lyndondee—ﬁy isacaszk

. led the ladies through the Blue"Ro‘Gm and out onto the great ralled porch and

'down the‘steps toward the buses in order that we could all vhave a plcturemade

o e e e bt s

h . including a. as’ many faces as possiBles — =TT T T

‘But that was a goodbye to this group, and wi‘th‘a'b few minutes interlude I
v _was back down ‘stairs for a third wave . Th.lS tinae I d.xd conoentrate on ,the
Dining Room, the Hali, the I’C_ast‘Roorn. I findin a eroyrd likethis that it is
wise to rnove as callbmly‘ and anetly, ev.en 1ei.surel')-fb, as I Acan w1th an intimated
smile and'a direct look into their eyes as rnu_ch as possible as I shake hands
with three or four ladi.es on the right '.;‘ three or four on Ithe left, and perhaps .
turn aronnd to the back, no one 'directly in front. There were memorable
contacts with old friends -- Dr. ‘VO‘TenaSek of Mary_land; Mrs .. Rosenthal- of
' Conneycticut, Onyia Salesa from Puerto Rico, of coulrs”e.v
: This was my last group' and I triedto give it m*j.hest. I was 'deldghted
o~ to see such large cont.ingents from Maine and _Vermont. 'It‘sra'ther stveet |
and rnteresting how ever.ybocly gi.\.r.e's' snecial deferenee .to de}..egates, f.rorn'.

' Puerto Rico, Guam or the Canal Zone.
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about the President. "I'm losing my hand!" squealed a green hat, as the

person to go through all‘vthi_s':', said a navy blue cartwheel. '"Why ddesn'_t ‘
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Isabél_le Shelton said, "The energetic Pre sident and the iﬁ‘?ati_gueablve' -
First Lady exhibited some of the finest Dbroken field running off the professional

football field as fhey skillfully maneﬁvgred‘through the max jarﬁmed packed.

" Red, Greeh and Blue Rooms, shaking »khands fore, aft and in betweén.'.‘ .

She had ax hilarious exchange between hats. Often hats and heads are all'you .- . ...

can see in this crvdwd. You can't tell what hands belong to what heads. 'L

caught him, I kissed him,'" an orange-m%voman shouted triumphantly

S ek A e

crowd veered. '"Watch out for that mack truck," a blue _i:urb(fn w‘arned a
- ‘.4 - - . ', ’ | . y ! i *

yvellow cloche. '"Poor little fhing, she's almost s'rhothereAd”, a pink straw

bola said compaséionately of the First Lady. ""She must be a wonderful

shé get out of here -- the'y*ll kill her', said a halo of white flowers.
And one of the funniest things of a stdry, true or not., of a la:dy who :hadn't
been close enoggh'fb the President to kiss him, so she settled for kissing

the Presidential beggles on her way out. Théy are most kissable, those dogs,

and Luéi kisses them every day.

But when fhis was over I nodded goodee fo Marg'axj‘et Pricé.". It w_aé reall*f -‘
whét I felt abm;t‘it. ® Iloved it -- I. really have. I'd iike fo see thém all.
I*d fly back from"anywhere to get heré fox; it.

In retrospect, I was a ligtle agnoyéd. ”T{le‘ papers had n"xad_é: s.u‘c.:h_‘ a_rh_a_df

house of it and sympathetic toward President Andrew Jackson.

P P VY
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There was a little damage, 'but.a lot'.of fuo and a 1ot"to-remember.
~ But a:t 5:00 tho oay was 'far from o%iér oI ha}d an hoors resf and changed
cloths. And fheo Mrs. Borton , the wifo of the Prime Minis..t.er of N-oz;Way :
ar_rivéci with her.young ,daughto;_r,t T.érri Bofton, who is tho Qﬁeén,.of the Azalea g
Feotiv’al; and her- best .friendv, lady in waiting, brought by Sjrlvia.Symington
with an interpreter from the Embassy;, for they opeak almost no Englioh_.

She was quité beautiful and very blond With her long silky':hair t'umblin.g‘ from A

" under a square, black, embroidered cap, wearmg a charmmg native costume

i that's kept for festwe hohdays, bnght bows and er.ght colored ga:yly embrmderec.

<

-
esk:.ten skirt that looked hked some old grandmother had spent hours of ha.nd-

‘work on them and they must hav'e been }mm«xne:dh_a'nded down through génerations ..

‘This, g1r1 had a blg pur se suspanded frorn her wa:.st#
Next we had our plctures made in the Rose Garden in front of the&nost
fnarvelous display -- gray pax‘sms and tuhps, rainbow shades, and crab

apples in full blossom. There is no azalea in sight{. And then upstairé for

 tea and conversation., And it was a ver‘y pleas'ant 30 minutes.

Luci came in and tolo them how sweet overybod§' was in tho communiiy
and how they feel iike they ;vere ‘jus‘t ; part of Norfolk:_aﬁc.l passed o.:ound
pictures of .—;111 the events ‘-— ‘she was %zaleo. c_‘;‘uéen' last year'. | | |

'Vifginia Rusk lent the preotige of hor presence. ‘Sho is alwo.ys- so'geritle
and evorything ‘sh\ev svh.ourld be. It \r;rias a goy‘, pleaéaint e’xohaogé . And thenv‘with:

congratulations I said goodbye to them about 6:45,
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But that was not 'the end of the day.. Because of my own choosin'g,
rea11z1ncr what a day it would be, ;npd’f heard that Dick Dletrlck was gmng to | .
‘bring a. John Slngleton C30p1ey on loan, ”The—;lttle &oy w1th a Equlrrel" and

just dep051t it in the Usher's Offxce, I suggested that he brmg along his fxance, :
’) ;
i

T o Y a.v_,w.,

her mother and father, the lengston Bitttets and we would have a drm.k in. o Lhae

the Yel_low Room.
Ahd this \.va_s the time vof fhen day to curl up‘:a._nd félax. .
First, we looked at the Copley. It is delightfui-\if A Little boy in colonial - | .
eostdme of fhe day ...‘_‘fiwa\s:‘ elightiy stuffy.but a vei'y odte 'ex.p'res.sion on his ‘
’\ .- face.. You.w_onder, jdst §vhat he's thinking abopt.tha‘f:_s_:ddix}rei —- ,wha£ they‘y&e_-r,_ .> : 5

e _ been up to.

We settled down to a drink and a good conversation with Angie and;-Robini,__‘-_,"’; .
the Livingston Bl&ﬁle s are the:.r cou51n;//\about their approachxng weddlng
at St. Johns where she has gone all her life -- nght across Lafayette Square. - |
Cordeli'a is her name. She 1o_oked very sweet and young and tender_and Dic_k :
Dietrieh was very hrxuoh in love. He said:‘ghe reminds me of Emily Dickinson
| and she d-rites poétr& too.h' We talkéd about how he happened to beeome a |
collector . Itrst.arted with. _colleoting lefters about fouhdihg fathers and of other
'famous'people . I was'eépecially plea.sed to show him my two VJ"effe‘rson letters‘

and my two Washington 1etters . And then I said, gut do you know that won't -

.happen anymore, Who ever sits downx and writes‘ a long kadz hand letter really

o~ ‘ ) " o ) B . o _ .
o R ' expressing our thoughts these days. We rattle something off to a stenographet
&;’\just 'say, Mtell Mr. Jones so and so". Dick smiled and sai.-d ”yo'.x do.-”,' "L,
have a wonderful letter from you." And then I reahzed I had wrxtten hxm 1n i

K .h.;...._'_. <
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long hand when he had given us the Sully. And I vowed to do it more. often -
in the future.

| - What a -pleasant life. I don't know whether he does any work for a Hvi.ng;

I gather that it is not necessary. They'll go to Europe for a long honey moon --

an ocean voyage and then return to live in an old stone house they are doing over -

out in the country from Philadelphia.
It was nearly 8:00 when they left. Then I had time for a rnas sage and -

some readmg and 51gmng of mail before Lyndon came home for dlnner about

9:45. And what he did at the dinner table 1s 80 typlcal of hlm. He plcked up

the phone -- only one second elapses between the thought and the action’ on many

,s

of the kind little thmgs he does -- and called Margaret Prlce and toid her what

a wonderful job he thought she had done . And I talked to her also.' That is one .

of the bonds that tie people to him. .

Max1ne Chesher,,had wntten a very annoylng flrst paragraph in her column,

"Will rains in Spaxn shower déwn on an engaged Lynda Bird Johnson'. "There o

have been vg‘lspers he}'e fo.r days'about a big graduation party being planned ifor’
Lynda Bird Johnson in Texae 'in June. ‘And soz_'ne Waehington ‘ins'ide-rs coneider
the timing pe.rfect for an annohndefne’nt of her engagement to:Aoton(.“zeorge :
Hamilfon.‘; "The White House officialfy deniedl the repor.ts yesferdaﬁr, but the

rumors persist. The party to be hosted by Warren Woodward " And in another

- pExg paragraph, "Lynda and Hamilton are scheduled to take off thls weekend

of June 4 for akchaperoned vacation in Eu'rope, which, has been timed_ to .g‘e’t her

back in time for her sister’s wedding in August."

E I 2
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- This-is the sort of thing that sets me to counting the months until I

Xoam e
— >

Y a4

PN

celebrate my glad release -- the‘tér“ré;ﬁaf silence

. ;ﬂ/"‘“'l' ;

izrthe camp of peace.

14




