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W hea I woke up, I r e a d  the p a p e r s .  I  w as  n e v e r  m o re  a s to n is h e d  in  

m y  l i fe .  .W ell, i t  had  b een  a  s h o r t  but sw ee t e x c u rs io n  in to  the w o r ld  of h igh  

so c ie ty !  ;

It s e e m e d  th a t  r ig h t  a f te r  I le f t  M a ry ’s house  l a s t  n ight - -  abou t 1:00 - -  

a n  u n id e n t i f ie d  v^Moija who sa id  she w as a  n e ig h b o r  h ad  c a l le d  the po lice  s ta t io n
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an d  h a d  a s k e d  th em  to  do so m eth in g  about the n o ise  a t  29 B eek m an  P la c e .  ■

I ju s t  w o n d er  they a n s w e r  e v e ry  an o n y m o u s/th ey  get. T h is  one they  did. 

T h e y  se n t  two p o l ic e m e n  to M a ry 's  house . They w en t in a n d  ta lk ed  to h e r .  

A sk e d  h e r  no t to m ak e  so m u ch  n o ise .  And so the windows w e re  c lo se d ,  I 

' winced" w hen I thoughTdf lo v e ly  M ary  wi^^^ tha t h e r  f r ie n d  w as  p ro b ab ly

dying an d  hav ing  to cope w ith  th is  ugly, h u m ilia t in g  inc iden t.

I w as  a n g ry  an d  b i t t e r  an d  h u r t .  The New Y o rk  P o s t  d e s c r ib e d  the  a f f a i r  

a s  a  h u n d re d  lu m in a r i e s  f ro m  the w o r ld  of p o l i t ic s ,  e n te r ta in m e n ts ,  so c ie ty  

and  m e d ic in e .  It fa i le d  to m en tio n  the w o r ld  of the p r e s s .  In fac'T I  b e l ie v e  

D oro thy  Shiff IS.B P r e s id e n t  of tha t  v e r y  p a p e r .

On the o th e r  hand , the New Y o rk  D aily  News did  l i s t  am ong the g u e s ts  

p u b l i s h e r s  G a rd n e r  Cowles and  M rs .  D o ro th y  S c h i f f .

No o th e r  p a p e r  th a t  I r e a d  e v e r  m en tio n ed  any  m e m b e r  of the p r e s s  a s  

b e ing  th e re ,  though th e re  was a  s iz e a b le  con tingen t.

It seem  s tha t i t  w as  the W ashington  P o s t  tha t w ent out of i t s  way to m a k e  

the m o s t  of i t .  And one thing I o b s e rv e d  l a t e r  w as th a t  i t  c a r r i e d  the s to r y  fo r  

two o r  th re e  s u c c e s s iv e  day s ,  even  showing a p ic tu re  of the p o lic e m e n  a s  they  

e m e r g e d  f ro m  M a ry ’s h o u se .  F o r  the ^edifcial s to ry  tha t m o rn in g  they added

Ij •
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one e r r o r :  " M r s .  Johnson  w as  ju s t  leav in g  w hen the po lice  a r r i v e d ” , and  

u s e d  the p ic tu re  of m e  - -  ab o u t-th a -» a 'V*e-&t I 'v e  e v e r  seen^taken s o m e t im e  l a s t  

w in te r^ ra th e r  than  one of the m35ftys5ttcaT'*had been  talTeri on th is  t r i p .  And a lso .
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r e c o r d e d  the fa c t  th a t  Lynda B ir d' s c a r  w as  given a  p a rk in g  t ick e t  w ith  ab o u t 

th r e e  t im e s  a s  m uch  sp ace  ais*^1~^*6t:>rer p a p e r .

J

De a r Luci. ̂  She*s the c^ j^aene wJu)-got out u n sca th ed .  In f a c t  th e r e  w as  -

ev en  a  s m a l l  c o n g ra tu la to ry  «Udtoii^al in ;the  Star-«ntitl^-d, '̂ Â W ise  D e c is io n ' '  , 

a b o u t  our  f in a l  determinatioii.jg^'tQ 'ra 'Uow te le v is io n  ^ r  ra d io  b r o a d c a s t s  of the

w e d d in g . .  ...... - ■ , V . ' . , j

Simone h ad  phoned L iz  with'tbe^%)4?0ek-bus te r -n ew s  of the W ash ing ton  ^i>|  

P o s t ' s  t r e a tm e n t  of our fo ra y  in to  New Y o rk  n igh tl ife ,  an d  p o o r  L iz 's b lood  I

p r e s s u r e  r e a l l y  sk y ro c k e te d .

I s im p ly  announced  that th is  w as the l a s t  p a r ty  I w as  going to - -  a s  m u c h

a s  I h ad  en joyed  it.  It c e r t a i n l y  i s  a  aBBIllW8tAlK««CTB»ty»f«ITO yAlafiTr<>1y o a  «;y frxT

m e  to k eep  f ro m  h u r t in g  m y  husband  - -  ju s t  to l iv e  qu ie tly . I^ s tubborn ly  

r e f u s e d  to be b i t t e r  to w ard  the p r e s s  an d  see  c o n sp ira c y  p6 th ink  they  h a te  u s  

b e c a u s e  I th ink i t  i s  e ro s iv e  to m y  own s p i r i t .  But I m u s t  say  th is  a l l  adds  up 

to look  like  t h e r e 's  a  p a t te rn  in  the w ind to w hich I sh a ll  no lo n g e r  m ak e  any  

c o n tr ib u t io n  if  I  can  p lan  a g a in s t  i t .

We w en t by J im  F o s b u r g h 's  a p a r tm e n t  to see  the E a k in s  p a in tin g  that 

Mr . H i r s h h o rn  w ill  give to the White H ouse if  we would a c c e p t  I t .  It i s  of a  

young g i r l  - -  a  P h ila d e lp h ia n  of c o u r s e ,  I  thought i t  w as  g r e a t  w o rk m a n sh ip .  ;

He r e m in d s  m e  a  b i t  of the F le m is h  p a in te r s  - -  m aybe even of R e m b ra n d t .
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T h e re  i s  an  u n c o m p ro m is in g  p o r t r a y a l  of c h a r a c t e r  th a t  is  no t a lw ay s  

n e c e s s a r i ly  f la t te r in g .  In th is  c a se  the l i t t le  g i r l  looked a  b i t  su lky . But 

I th ink  i t ' s  a  g r e a t  pain ting .

We caugh t the 11:00 shu tt le ,  and  by 12:30 I w as  b ack  a t  the W hite H ouse 

a t  m y  d e s k  - -  a l l  packed  and re a d y  to go to T ex as  w ith  Lyndon, b u t  getting  in  ' ■ 

a  few rn in u te s  w o rk  b e fo re  I did.

L uc i to ld  m e tha t  w hen Daddy saw  the p a p e r s  a l l  he s a id  w a s ,  " P o o r  

M a ry  an d  L ad y  B ird .  They  n e v e r  did anyth ing  w r o n g ." She b l e s s e d  h im  fo r  

say in g  th a t  and  so  did  I.

A bout 1:45 Lyndon cam e  out of h is  office^bouncing a long  w ith  K im and  

F r e c k l e s  and  H im .

I  w as  s tand ing  on the s tep s  fo r  a  qu ick  m o th e r - a n d -d a u g h te r  p ic tu re  - -  

L ynda  and  L u c i  an d  I. F o r  once we w e re  a l l  d r e s s e d  up a t  the s a m e  t im e .

And Lyndon c a m e  o v e r  an d  jo ined  u s .

And then we w e re  on the h e l ic o p te r  headed  fo r  T e x a s ,  tak in g  the B ish o p s  

w ith  u s .  He w an ts  to see  the re a c t io n  th a t  Lyndon h as  to the R a n c h  so he w i l l  

have a  fe e l  of i t  fo r  the book he plans to w r i te .  And the K r im s  w e re  going - -  

how d e ligh tfu l .  And hardv /o rk ing  C o n g re s s m a n  G onzalez , ca tch ing  a  r id e  hom e 

to h is  D is t r i c t .  And Jake  and V icki and  L ynda .

Soon we w e re  on A ir  F o rc e  I, an d  Lyndon w as  ta lk ing  ab o u t the w eek  in  

r e t r o s p e c t .  He s a id  i t ’ s b een  the b e s t  w eek w e 've  h ad  in  a  long t im e .  T h re e  

th ings  have happened: One, a  p eace fu l  e lec t io n  in  the D om inican  R epub lic .

I w an ted  to add i t  w as  B a la g u e r  winning and  a poor showing fo r  the C o m m u n is ts .

ad
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We cou ld  u n le a s h  o u r  hope a  l i t t le  f u r th e r .  Two, the so ft  land ing  of S u rv ey o r  

on the m oon. T h a t  w as a n  a lm o s t  u n h o p ed -fo r  v ic to ry  th a t  put u s  a h e a d .  And • 

th r e e ,  the tu rn  of even ts  in V ie t-N am  w ith  the g o v ern m en t a sk in g  fo r  U. N. 

s u p e rv is io n  of e le c t io n s .

He w as  happy w ith  the w eek  and g ra te fu l .  He d id  fe e l  th a t  a c c o m p l is h m e n ts ,  ■ 

s u c c e s s e s ,  a r e  no t t ru m p e te d  in  the p r e s s  a s  w e re  our  t ro u b le s .  B ut he w as  

r e la x e d ,  con ten t,  and  re a d y  fo r  a  good w eekend  in  T e x as  - -  a  w e l l - d e s e r v e d  -

two o r  th re e  days  of re fu e l in g  a t  the R anch .

L ynda  le f t  us  a t  Randolph . She w as  going to fly  to D allas  to m e e t  G eo rg e  f 

th e r e ,  h ave  d in n e r ,  then r e tu r n  to the R anch  in  the evening. '

I  e s c o r t e d  the B ishops  and  the K r im s  to th e ir  ro o m s .  T he  K r im s  a l r e a d y  

a r e  w e l l  v e r s e d  and  h a d  changed  c lo th '^ 'in  a  m inu te ,  bu t i t  took the B ish o p s  a  b i t  

to get u s e d  to i t .

We w e re  off in  c h o p p e rs  to the Haywood. J e s s e  Kella m w e n t  w ith  u s  

a n d  the M o u rsu n d s  and  J e s s i e  H unter  jo ined  us s o m e t im e  d u r in g  the evening .

Lyndon took the w hee l of the l i t t le  boat,  and  w ith  the K r im s  an d  B ish o p s  and  

V ick i "konked h e r  b a c k "  and  to u re d  up and down the lake  w ith  a  s top  a t  

M a ry  M a r g a r e t ' s  house .

M ostly  on su ch  o c c a s io n s  J e s s e  Kella m and I and  M a r ia l le n  and  J e s s i e  

H u n te r  com e a long  a t  a  q u ie t  pace  in  the b ig  boat.  I  love to get up on the deck  

if  i t  i s  ho t enough in  a  ba th ing  su it ,  an d  f req u en tly  i f  i t  is  cool even  w ra p p e d  up 

in  a  b lan k e t  a g a in s t  the w ind and  s p ra y  and  w atch  the sun se t .
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T he  B ish o p s  jo ined  m e fo r  a  w hile , and  I to ld  them  the s to r y  abou t the 

C ap ito l  of T e x a s  be ing  m ade of pink g ra n i te  f ro m  a q u a r r y  in  n e a r b y  L lano  

County , an d  of the l i t t le  r a i l r o a d  tha t r a n  along by  the s h o re s  of the la k e .  And 

the fa c t  th a t  i  have n e v e r  e v e r  in  a l l  of m y  v is i t s  out th e re  s e e n  a  t r a in  on i t .

Suddenly, we h e a r d  a  w h is t le .  We looked o v e r  to the t r a c k ,  and  th e re  

w as  an  engine w ith  ju s t  one o r  two c a r s  beh ind  it!

I  ou tl ined  w hat the s ix  d a m s  on the low er  C o lo rado  R iv e r  h a d  m e a n t  to 

the  eco n o m y  of th is  p a r t  of the co u n try  an d  m o re  XKlately to i t s  r e c r e a t i o n  

h a b i t s .  And the p a r t  Lyndon - -  along w ith  S en a to r  W irtz  in the days  of FD R 

a n d  a l l  of h is  12 y e a r s  a s  C o n g re s s m a n  - -  had  p layed  in  the building-.of th e se

s ix  d a m s .  F a c e t io u s ly  I have s a id  f ro m  tim e to tim e they w ould p ro b a b ly  pu t
bo> IT”

on h is  to m b s to n e ,  " l im a A  s ix  d a m s " .

I  t r i e d  to give h im  the f la v o r  and  w o rd  p ic tu re s  of L yndon 's  y e a r s  in  the 

H ouse and the Senate and cam p a ig n s  an d  o u r  life  to g e th e r .  If people  a r e  going 

to w r i te  about u s ,  I  hope i t  w il l  be a s  good a s  p o s s ib le .  So I  am  c o m m it te d  to 

t ry in g  to h e lp .

We had  d in n e r  a t  the Haywood - -  f r i e d  c a t f ish  - -  on the  de ligh tfu l  l i t t le  
■

patio  arS^the ka ty d id s  and  n o is e s  of s u m m e r  even ings a s  b ack g ro u n d  m u s ic .

And i t  w as  the tim e of f i r e  f l ie s  - -  and a  peacefu l,  deligh tfu l even ing  w hich  

en ded  r a t h e r  e a r ly .  .

We w e re  b a c k  to the R anch  about 10:30 and to bed , w ith  Lynda com ing  

in  ju s t  b e fo re  I w en t to s le e p .  She and  G eorge  had  h ad  a  good s te a k  in  D a lla s ,
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■ an d  h a d  b een  re c o g n iz e d  by a  few peop le . But ju s t  in  a  m e r r y  s o r t  of way.

So m y  l i t t le  w o r ld  i s  a  happy one, although I p e rso n a l ly  f e e l  a  l i t t le  

s c a ld e d  by  the V esu v ian  e ru p t io n  in  the p r e s s  o v er  M a ry 's  p a r ty  l a s t  n ig h t.  ,

o


