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Sunday , Ju n e  5 th , w a s  a  h ap p y  d a y  an d  r e m a r k a b l y  u n m a r r e d  b y  the

G a l lu p P o l l  h e a d l i n e s :  " P r e s i d e n t ' s  S tan d i ng L o w e s t  in  30 M o n th s " .  F e w e r
Ovs the

A m e r i c a n s  to d a y  e x p r e s s  confideaii. wii["Tfr' w a y  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n so n  i s  h an d l in g

h i s  jo b  th a n  a t  a n y  p r e v io u s  t im e  d u r in g  the 2 - 1 / 2  y e a r s  th a t  h e  h a s  b e e n  in

o ff ice . .  In  M ay  i t  h a d  b e e n  54%. ^ ! ^ ^ ^ ^ G 5 ^ ^  46% w ho a p p r o v e .  “ N o t th a t  the  

d i s a p p r o v a l s  h a v e  g ro w n  - -  o n ly  1 %.  Bu t= 'thosB'that h a v e  n o  o p in io n  h a v e
------ •

g ro w n  f r o m  13% in  M ay  to 20%

It w a s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to see* feh«rt«=S*©-feappy E i s e n h o w e r  in  h i s  e ig h t  y e a r s  “ -

' ' ' ■ ' Sip '
o n ly  f e l l  to  49% a t  th e  lo w e s t .  W h e r e a s  T r u m a n  w a s  "set w i th  K o r e a  a n d  h i t t in g  

i t  h e a d - o n  h a d  a t  one p o in t  falleJFEcf S'18^'TST 23%. I w a s  a l s o  e q u a l ly  s u r p r i s e d  - 

th a t  R o o s e v e l t  h a d  a  low  of 50%.

O th e r  h e a d l i n e s  sh o w ed  the im p a c t  of b e a u t i f ic a t io n ,  c o n s e r v a t io n ,  of 

o u r  n ew  a w a r e n e s s .  "R o c k  C r e e k  - -  a  b e a u t i fu l  s e w e r "—  in  the  S t a r .  A nd a  
___ ...... ....... ........

s t o r y  a b o u t  the  B ig  B en d  a s  a  v a c a t io n  p la c e  - -  t im e  m a r c h e d  t i r e l e s s l y  in
if \\ It

B ig  B en d .  v\You c a n  seejnwvr the  d ay  a f t e r  to m o r r o w .

A nd a n o th e r  a b o u t  the  M a l l  T e m p o s  F a l l .  '

E i t h e r  the  c o u n t r y  i s  w ak in g  up to  a  n ew  i n t e r e s t  o r  m y  e y e s  a r e  ju s t  

c o m in g  o pen . T h e r e  w e r e  u n h a p p i ly  s e v e r a l  s t o r i e s  - -  I s a b e l l e  S h e l to n  a n d  

B e t ty  B e a le  - -  a b o u t  W ash in g to n  b e c o m in g  a  " sw in g in g  s e t " .  R a t h e r  s y m p a t h e t i - 

c a l l y  h a n d le d  I th o u g h t.  B u t what  I  w a n t  to  r e a d  a b o u t  i t  i s  nothing;.

We w e n t  in  to Jo h n so n  C i ty  to  the  C h r i s t i a n  C h u rc h  — ta k in g  the  B is h o p s  

w i th  u s  on v e r y  s h o r t  n o t ic ^  - -  th e y  d r e s s e d  in  a b o u t  5 m in u te s  a n d  h a d  no  

b r e a k f a s t .  T h e y  a r e  n o t  q u ite  a c c o m m o d a te d  y e t  to the p a c e  a t  w h ich  L yndon  

'moves^.,, „ ...  . ........
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I t  w a s  a  d e l ig h tfu l  s e r v i c e  c o n d u c te d  b y  the c h i l d r e n  a l l  the  w ay  f r o m  

the  h y m n s - -  the  o ld  f a m i l i a r  " O n w a rd  C h r i s t i a n  S o ld i e r s ' '  a n d  th e  p a s s in g  

o f the  c o m  m  u n io n  to  the  s e r m o n .

■ ■ jL
M an y  n a m e s  w e r e  so  f a m i l a r  to L y n d o n  - -  S u m m ey , G lidde n ,  B u s h n e l l ,  - 

H a le y .  A nd the  c h i l d r e n  aaMimM c o m p o s e d ,  going a b o u t  t h e i r  d u t i e s  w ith  

d ig n i ty ,  w h ile  a  b lo n d  la d y  on the le f t  w ho I  b e l ie v e  h a d  c o a c h e d  e v e r y b o d y  

w a tc h e d  a n x io u s ly .  A nd L y n d o n  l e a n e d  o v e r  a n d  s a i d  "S h e  r e m i n d s  m e  of m y  

m o t h e r .  M o th e r  w a s  a lw a y s  do ing  e v e r y th in g  l ik e  th is  th a t  to o k  p l a c e / ^

I  h a d  the  f e e l in g  th a t  a l l  of the  c o n g r e g a t io n  w a s  p u l l in g  f o r  th e m  a n d  

w e r e  s m i l in g  in w a rd ly .

A f t e r w a r d s  L y n d o n  sh o o k  h a n d  s w ith  th em  a n d  c o n g r a tu l a t e d ' t h e m  - -  

the  p i a n i s t  a n d  p r e a c h e r  a n d  the 7 - y e a r  o ld  l i t t l e  b lo n d  g i r l  who h a d  r e a d  the  

p o e m .

A nd th en  w e s e t  out f o r  h o m e  - -  a l l  f e e l in g  h a p p ie r  I  th in k  f o r  h a v in g  

c o m e ,  though  I  d a r e  s a y  i t  w a s  a  s t r a n g e  s ig h t  to the  B is h o p s .

L y n d o n  c a l l e d  the  K r i m s  a n d  V ick ie  a n d  M a r ie  a n d  L y n d a  a n d  G e o rg e  - -  

a n d  th e y  m e t  u s  a t  the L e w is  p l a c e ^ j  the  B ish o p s  s t i l l  w ith o u t  a n y  b r e a k f a s t .  

A n d  w e w e r e  off on  one of h is  o p e n - e n d  s a f a r i s  - -  the  L o g an  a n d  th en  the  

Sch a r n h o r s t .  S o m e w h e re  a lo n g  the  w ay  the B ish o p s  le f t  a n d  w e n t  h o m e  to  e a t .  

B u t  w e  c o n t in u e d  on f o r  the  f i r s t  t im e  in to  the  T o m lin s o n  - -  s o m e  700 a c r e s  

of p a s t u r e l a n d  th a t  w e a r e  l e a s in g  an d  h a d  b e e n  doing  s o m e  c u t t in g  w o rk  in .

I t  w a s  b e a u t i f u l  - -  good g r a s s ,  b u t  ro u g h  c o u n t ry .  Down h e r e  to o u r  le f t  

ly in g  in  the b r u s h ,  no t m o r e  than  10 f e e t  f r o m  the c a r ,  w e saw  a  l i t t l e  s p o t te d  

faw n  - -  m o t io n l e s s  a s  a  sh ad o w  - - l o o k i n g  a t  u s  a s  though m e s m e r i z e d .   ■ .
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I  c a l l e d  so f t ly  b a c k  fo r  nny c a m e r a ,  b u t  b e f o r e  i t  c o u ld  be  b r o u g h t  up  

h e  l e a p e d  to h i s  s h a k y  l i t t l e  le g s  a n d  w e n t  bo u n d in g  off in to  the  d e e p  th i c k e t s .

I t  was/TOore thcui 5 m in u te s  l a t e r  w h en  ro u n d in g  a  c u r v e  i n  the  ro u g h  

n ew  c u t  r o a d  w e s t i r r e d  a  w h o le  c lo u d  of h id e o u s  b u z z a r d s  in to  a n g r y ,  a w k w a r d  

f l ig h t .  T h e r e  w a s  t h e i r  p r e y  x k  h a n g in g  on the  fe n c e  - -  a  d e e r  w ho  h a d  c a u g h t  

h i s  l e g  on the  top  s t r a n d  of the  b a r b e d  w i r e  a n d  h a d  hung  t h e r e .  T h e y  a lw a y s  

k ic k  f r a n t i c a l l y  - -  u s u a l l y  b r e a k in g  the  le g  - -  u n t i l  he  d ie d .  V e r y  q u ic k ly  

w e  h a d  gone the  w h o le  c i r c l e  f r o m  new  l i f e  to d e a th ,  y o u  s e e  the  w h o le  d r a m a  

of n a tu r e  in  a l l  i t s  g e n t le  c h a r m  a n d  c r u e l  u g l in e s s  w hen  you w a lk  o r  r i d e  

a r o u n d  the c o u n t ry .

I t  w a s  3:30  b e f o r e  w e got b a c k  to the R a n c h .  We w e r e  f a m is h e d ,  a n d  

s a t  dow n to  a  d e l i c io u s  b ig  lu n c h .  Ju d g e  H e a th  jo in e d  u s .  He i s  l e a v i n g  f o r  

the  F a r  E a s t  to m o r r o w  a n d  he  h a d  c o m e  o v e r  to ta lk  b u s i n e s s  w ith  L y n d o n .

I  w a s  so  g la d  th a t  L ynda  a n d  G e o rg e  s ta y e d  w ith  u s .  I  w a n t  to  s p e n d  th e  

t i m e ,  the  c o m p a n io n sh ip ,  i t  t a k e s  to  g e t  to know  h im  b e t t e r .  He cind A r t h u r  

t a lk e d  a b o u t  show  b u s i n e s s  and  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  He a n d  L y n d a  s e e m  r e m a r k a b l y  

c o m p a n io n a b le .  I  th in k  i t s  a  p la y  b e tw e e n  of th in g s  th e  o th e r  d i d n ' t

h a v e  - -  f o r  L y n d a ,^ e x c i te m e n t ,  f r e e d o m ,  s o m e w h a t  l i fe  of show

b u s i n e s s .  F o r  h im  , c o u ld  i t  be  p e r h a p s  a  s o l id  e d u c a t io n ,  the  r e a l  i n t e r e s t  

in  l e a r n in g ,  a n d  I  w ou ld  hope  the  f a i r l y  d e e p ly  r o o te d  f a m i ly  l i fe  th a t  sh e  h a s  

_  h a d .
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L y n d o n  i s  n e v e r  r e a d y  to s to p  m o t io n .  I w is h  s o m e t im e s  th a t  h e  w ou ld

i l .
lary in  th e  h a m m o c k  m o r e  by  th e  poo l a n d  ju s t  give h i s  th o u g h ts  to  the  c lo u d s  

a n d  J a i t  the b r e e z e  an d  l e t  the b i r d s '  so n g s  s in k  in to  h i s  c o n s c io u s n e s s .

B u t no .  A l i t t l e  p a s t  5 :00 he p ic k e d  u s  a l l  up  - -  the  K r i m s ,  B is h o p s ,  

L y n d a  a n d  G e o r g e .  We s to p p e d  fo r  the  M o u rs u n d s  a t  t h e i r  R a n c h  mAm a n d  th en  

w e n t  on to w h a t  h e  c a l l e d  the " K r im  E s t a t e "  - -  the  o u t l in e s  o f  a  h o u s e  a r e  

ta k in g  s h a p e .

L o v e ly  M a th i ld e  s u r v e y e d  i t  w ith  a  h a p p y  p r o p r i e t a r y  a i r .  L yndon  k e e p s  

o n  s p e a k in g  of " h is  r o o m "  a n d  of the  b i r t h d a y  p a r t y  she  i s  go ing  to  g ive  h im  

• t h e r e .

I  th in k  th e y  w i l l  s e t  a  good e x a m p le  in  t a s t e  and  in  c o n s e r v a t io n  p r a c t i c e s .  

I  do n o t  b e l ie v e  a  b u l ld o z e r  w i l l  r i p  up  the  m e s q u i te  a n d  the  p e r s i m m o n  a n d  

the  C h r i s t m a s  c a c tu s .

A t the  b e a c h  h o u s e  we w e r e  jo in e d  b y  J e s s i e  and  C a r o ly n  a n d  T om  w h o m  

L y n d o n  h i m s e l f  h a d  c a l l e d .  T h e r e ' s  on ly  one sw if t  m o m e n t  f o r  h im  b e tw e e n  

th in k in g  of s o m e th in g  th o u g h tfu l a n d  k in d  a n d  d o in g  i t .

We s p e n t  the  s u n s e t  h o u r s  - -  L y n d o n  in  the  f a s t  b o a t ,  f r e e  a n d  r e l a x e d ,  

w i th  M a th i ld e  a n d  A r t h u r  an d  L y n d a  an d  G e o rg e .  A n d  I on the  m o r e  

b ig  b o a t  f o r  s o m e  of the  m o r e  staid c o m p an y .

M a r i e  a n d  V ick i  c a m e  to m e e t  u s  b a c k  a t  M a r y  M a r g a r e t ' s  h o u s e .

A nd  th e n  w e a l l  go t on the  b ig  Vmtwt b o a t ,  a n d  in  the  dy ing  l ig h t  p r o c e e d e d  

b a c k  to the  H ayw ood  w h e r e  w e  h a d  a  d e l ic io u s  d in n e r .
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I t  w a s  t h e r e  th a t  J im  B ish o p  to ld  a  r e m a r k a b l e  s t o r y  a b o u t  a  D r . [L i s e  

Meitner]- -  a  w o m a n  s c i e n t i s t .  She so m eh o w  c a m e  in to  p o s s e s s i o n  o f the  

^  i n f o r m a t io n  on [Fermi's?] t e s t  - -  the  b e g in n in g  of the  lo n g  c h a in  of b r e a k in g

the  a to m .  She a p p l i e d  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  to go to D e n m a r k  on  a  v a c a t io n .  T h i s
-  c L  -

w a s  in  1934 a n d  I a m  a  l i t t l e  v ag u e  a s  to w h e th e r  sh e  w a s  in  M u s s o l i n i ' s  I ta ly  

o r  H i t l e r ' s  G e r m a n y .  A t a n y  r a t e ,  m u c h  hung on h e r  a b i l i ty  to  g e t  ou t f o r  

th e  v a c a t io n .  Som ehow  sh e  d id  an d  w e n t  to  D r .  N i els  B oh r ,  in  D en m a r k, w ho  

w a s  a b o u t  to  c a tc h  the  b o a t  to  go to the  U n ite d  S ta te s  to l e c t u r e ,  t h r u s t  h e r s e l f  

in to  h i s  p r e s e n c e  j u s t  a t  the  l a s t  m o m e n t  - -  he  a t  f i r s t  e x a s p e r a t e d  a n d  th e n  

w i th  d e e p  e x c i t e m e n t  - -  l i s t e n e d  to h e r  i n f o r m a t io n  a n d  p r o m i s e d  to ta k e  i t  

o u t  to  the  U n ite d  S ta te s .  He d id  - -  to D r .  T e l l e r  a n d  th e r e  i t  w e n t  to  s o m e o n e  

n a m e d  S z i l a r d  a n d  then  to  E in s te in  - -  w ith  the  hope  th a t  E i n s t e i n ' s  n a m e  - -  

h i s  g r e a t  p r e s t i g e  - -  c o u ld  b r in g  i t  to the a t te n t io n  of the  P r e s i d e n t  o f  the  U n i te d  

S ta te s ,  A c tu a l ly ,  E i n s t e in  w e n t  th ro u g h  s t i l l  a n o th e r  m a n  w ho w a s  a  f r i e n d  of 

F D R . F D R  l i s t e n e d  a n d  got a  $ 6 ,0 0 0  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to s t a r t  the  a to m  p r o j e c t .  

T h i s  w a s  in  1934!

W hat a  ‘g o gem  of t h r o a t  of c i r c u m s t a n c e  a n d  u n c e r t a in t y  t h e s e  e v e n ts  

hung  on th a t  h a v e  s in c e  sh ak e n  the w o r l d j  J a m e s  B ond  h a s  n o th in g  to m a tc h  

th e m .  - .

A c h a r m in g  s id e l ig h t  w a s  th a t  A r th u r  sa id ,  "M a th i ld e  a n d  I  m e t  one 

e v en in g  a t  D r .  N i el s  B o h r .  He w a s  a  w o n d e r fu l  m a n " .  M a th i ld e  h e r s e l f  

i s  a  s c i e n t i s t  a n d  th ey  f i l l e d  in  s id e l ig h ts  of the  s to r y .
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We w e r e  h o m e  a t  a  r e a s o n a b ly  e a r l y  h o u r  b e c a u s e  the  K r i m s  h a d  to 

f ly  b a c k  to New York  th a t  n ig h t .  Not on ly  h e ,  b u t  sh e ,  i s  a  h a r d  w o r k e r  in

a  t e n s e  f ie ld .

iSSiSii


