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WASHINGTON

Tuesday, June'7th,.. began the week of 'operation _ghvildren'-'.. iThe :

Wh_i,te House was full_é— overflowing.

.Lyndon and I 1eft from Sén'AntcSnio about 8:30. And Betty Ann and

D1ck Ste;tdman and the1r three ch11dren were aboard, and Ma::zﬁ-Rathér a.nd‘,

her two girls, Nancy an_d Betsy,‘ and the James Davis' and their three children. °

They were last-minute decisions. .

To prepare Lyndon for the fact that they wouldn't be here every smgle

o _weekend this summer when he came I told h1m that they were gomg to take

P o "

their vacation and drive to WashingtOn and I wanted very much to see ¥ they

- got all the .sight—seeing. that the childrén would enjoy. ~-This was on Sunda&. '

REEN N

s

He said, 'Tell them to go up with us on the plane.'" Inearly fainted. I have -

some ‘conc_eption of what it's like for a woman to get three children réa,dy, ,

get her:hair doneb‘, ‘and in the rhéantime cb.ok for a houée.ful‘ qf g:@e»svts‘. ,

I pre sented t.he idea to Ma1"’y Whé é.lrnost fa.intea also,. but ‘Iirnsis‘t-éd that
she think about it vb-‘eca;use i't would save them money and the léﬁg harci’ trip‘ |
and we ;:ould lend them a car Wﬁile they w.e.re u.p théré.A |

And Lyﬁdon, bless hi;h, said he v?ogld’ 1001; for thém a i'ide back.

On Monday morning Mary c‘atrne to me and sai.d,. "Yes 'em. _We'v‘e.
decided .t‘hat.we"re going. ! |

So we left on "VI‘uesday' with ‘a very full p]iérié.' And my ':t&h—‘pb, Thbrhas .

Jefferson Taylor III and Chris and their children, Sally and.Nancy, had alreaudy'

- arrived by car yesterday. ASo»th,e" third floor would be bursting at the seams.

I phoned the Usher to make sur’é thévréwould be room in the maids quarters

Q‘C‘ PN

for the five Davis', There would by squeezmg since Helen and -Jea::-had moved
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out.  And all was in readiness to receive the 17 .house guests,

‘We got to the White Hou;é about 1130, All the children had enjoyed the

wonders of Air Force I. And I took everybody upstairs and with Pats‘jr'sl'help,*

bgot them in their rooms. Patsy is the chairman of the organizing and has a

day by day program outlined for them -- all that they can possibly see this :.

week,.

° Then I settled down to the séfiousbusineés of working on the wedding.

list with' Luci.' This week we shall finish it.. T

Theswith Jean Louis to try to repair the ravages of a long weekend of -

riding in ¢6nvertibles;” swimming in the lake, and living'beyond the-bonds of~

Lo

a hair dresser.
The big event of the day was a reception for the Presidential Scholars.

It began at 5:30. I walked over with Lynddn in his office and we mounted the

little band shell. In front of us were the 121 students from all the 50 States, ‘

Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia, two from abroad, i‘and 15‘additiqha1

- -that were just chosen because they were really s0o remarkable.

S : : 'y r :
Lyndon said to them, _“{o American, young or old, must ever be denied

of aTife breath fe democracy -- even when it blows heavy. But I urge you
never to dissent merely because someone asks you to or someone else does.

Know why you protest. Know what it is 'ydg dissent from. And always try

when you do disagree to offer a choice to the course you disapprove., For dissent”

and protest must be the 'recoursel'of man who in challenging the existing order

the right to dissent. No fninority must ever be muzzled of opiriion mprbtest
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. reason their way.toward better order, He said, Your opportunity today lies

in working for your country and your fellow citizens on voter education, in

civil rights programs and city planning and ‘vmanag'em‘e‘nt;. It lies in the Peace’

Corps, bthe Teachers Cérps and VISTA and in the obligation of military service

' ‘tom orrow is cdming up fast behind you. You will find that there is no security
on’this’ eafth_exéept the security of opportunity. You will discover that demdcracy: .-:

has never been more a voyage of adventure and never less a safe harbor then

it is in your time. -

‘It was a wonderful~speech I thought.'" The speech and the w'hbl'i:e'i'd_.ea”of" “
the Presidential Scholars is Dr. _'Gold}nanv's.

And then Lyndon presented the three-inch bronze medallion to each of

the students, "shak'irig hands.with them. And then (iuickly we were over in a -
receiving line ~--all fout of us -~ in the Jacéueline Kennedy garden which had . -

a flowereds¥e decked tent stretched across the top guarding,the lowering skies. ' -

Thankvheavens it Wasn't necessa‘ry._‘ _

4‘There we rnét all the mother‘s' and fath.er's and all the VIP'Q who had
beeﬁ in;if;téd. And thgre wéré .re‘vf.reshment’s f‘0r those who neéded somethiﬁg
besideé exciternent; | | |

Then Lyndon went ba.ck to his desk to work, leaving the party to Luc1

and Pat and me-and Lynda. And the pa.rents too departed The Japa.nese '

: layterns were hghted in the trees and we dr1fted down for the buffet supper

' 'wfxén that kind of duty is necessary. You will have to earn your tomorrow, ‘and . IRt

o
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served under a tent close to President Eisenhower's putting greenﬂ.

It wae here tha.'t Ifirst ran into the Taylors. They had been s1ght seeing

.all day. I d1d ‘m y best to 1ntroduce them around, - And the. Ste#,dmans a.nd the - -

Rathers too to the rather impressive 'crowd of VIP's who were there for the"
young folks to meet.

-From the Government: Senator' Mike Mansfield and Senator and Mrs.

- Fulbright. It see}:o ﬁs‘a{s though we are“going st,ea_dy"/these days. And the -
Leonard Marks and the Thurgood Mars.hal‘ls and John Gardner of course.

He is sort‘of a God father of this whole project,

: Dr. M1chael DeBakey from mechcme

S e .,

' Two astronauts: The Alan Sheppa.rds and the Frank Bormans.

Nobel Prize winner .]’uha.n'Schwmger in Physics and Pulitzer Prize

winner Haynes Johnson in Journalism. Architecture was wei_l represented by

a

‘Manura Yamasaki and Edward Duri:ell Stone, J,r."‘and Harry Weiss,and Alene -

Saarinen is more than just the widow of a great architect -- a career woman

in her own right,

Artlst Robert , Sol Stemberg and Jasper Johns and poets

- Steprhen Spendex- and Rlchard Eberhardt

. . !
" And from the entertamment world VlCtOI’ Borge and Jose Lﬁmon.

Stan Musial was much the center of attention, and Senator Fi.libright a

star without doubt. And youngsters clustered around Dr. DeBakey.
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I was glad to see Joe Allsop and Susan Mary and the Ha.zéing—%larters
from the press world. - . |

And I took part1cular attention to see that Dr. and Mrs. James McG-:;cckla.né—

from Lyndon s own Southwest Texas State College felt al: home and met SOme

: people.»

For that purpose Luci had 1nv1ted quite a few of her young frlends to

RO _Helene Lindow, Nancy Hechinger,
Charlotte Sizoo. , - | , o R o

All four of the dogs came, outjc_)n the grounds twice».' Him and Blanco and

Kim and Freckle s.v' They raced around undisturbed but much the center of .
attention,
~ There weze 32 round tables -~ yellow covered -7-; and I was hostess at

one. Howard Emegzsssk, the art critic, was seated.opposite me. Most of the’

others were young folks. One boy bound for Harvard; one for Yale, one girl

" to Radcliffe. And only one among the four to a State University, and that was

the girl 'fro.m Kansas -- a somewhat plump; norn.uval looking girl who-s‘e.emed‘.
thrilled to be there, for which I was grateful.becauee we were Woricing hard
to make it an evening to,rerhember for'allyof this crearA of-the Nation's.-'.
scholarship.

MM

It was not an easy' party. And I apprec1ated Howard Feliwsanle trying :
to keep the conversation sparkling with those on his side of the table feeling

a part of everything,
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When dinner was over, Luci went up on the band shell and introduced the

entertainment., From the.' time Lyndon had left, she was the hostess. Bill Dana i

was the master of ceremonies, with Stan Getz with his" jazz and Roger Miller

 with his guitar and his Bx homey country boy songs -- quitg appealing to :m_e

and rquit'e sim ply out‘spok'en in telling them that he had only gotten thrbugh ‘about

the fourth grade‘)I think it was.  And that he envied and admired their chance -

~in the world.
. And then the high point of the evening for me -~ Richard Kiley doing some ",

of the scenes from the '"Man of La Mancha'. He was Don Quixote and it was o ;

PR

" sheer _magic, and I was cofnpletély caught-up in his performance.. » .

By this time it was after 10:00 and I said"goho_dnight, -leaving Luci to
take the students over for more punch and cookies.

Upstairs'I found out from the kitchen that Lyndon had x'l.ever,'come home

for lunch at all. I began to call his office to urge him to come home -- fodnd

that he was with Califano, McPherson, Dr. Neustadt. I said, "Please bring
them all to dinner. There wives ar‘_e tired of waiting for them and they must

be hungry.'

' So a little past 10:30 he arrived with the three in tow. Lyndon can be

' completely oblivious to meals when he is working hard. Not so the ordinary

person.
© Mindful of my" duty to the McCrockiends whom we had_éls}ced to be house -
guests and had been put in the Queens' Room. So tonight this old mansion ¥& has’

19 house guests.
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1 hé.d had them join me a few minﬁtes gailier ‘fo"c a drink, and we. all
sat down at the té.bie while ‘th"e‘ four famished oﬁes ate. |
| 1 fo@ld Dr. “Nvetllstadt one thing that worriéd me among the students was“'
..thét' 12 were going to Radcliffe, 16 to Harvard, a héavy propdrtion to Y.alev L s e
: and.Ca.lviforbnia -- ‘a.r;d that's great fof all of those schools‘-to hé.ve sué‘;z a |
cbnééntration of the ipte_l_lec tual facilities of our‘ country and vaar;ti the vSta‘te
'Unifersities to be great ami keeé ‘the Efains of O:egon and Maine Va1’1d Soutfi‘ ~
Dako.ta\and,' yes, Texas at home and maybé attract others. L | RS T
He laughed and said, "'_Y"you can't exp’eclt me to be sox;ry t.:hat Harvard is
leading: t‘_hAL_e“;p‘ack.‘ Buf I wi_l_lw.;ell .yod __sbm ething‘W'Har\'rard;fna@g_a;
e knowing decision in the 40's to go Nat.iof;al -- to trf to a.ttx;acl.:“;top fé.:{ient frofn .'. EET
avll over t}:L_e f:ountrf._ It's beéh doing it_fvor 20 yea‘.r'sband fhe results are becorﬁing o
cléar now, ! |
: ‘, He's a very attractive man. | Iam glad he is helping Lyndon oriylv.v.hatever v

- it is. There seems considerable ré.pport between them,

We talked of Camp Gary. Dr. McCrocklasil is very well acquainted

with it‘sr problems ‘and its successes and the apprentice rulle‘s_ tl.lere.‘ He rél;narked;
that he had had no trouble m hiring 16 PH. D.s fiorvhis teachix;g staff, but he
~had a lo'; of tfouble hi.;cing one ?lumber and one paintier.‘ | |
| We all ta;lked of how mu;h union policies toward aéprentices mmm

- had to be_ar,\fo_r this scarcity. Someone, I am not sure who because the talk
(/-\ .o . ~

~~’ . batted back and forth between Neustadt;_’ MCCI‘AOCklm -- several of us ._-‘— but -

someone voiced the opinion that the labor movements which began;:,‘des'perately .

needed and with vigor and crusading feeling, solved tnost of théirw[“)rpl‘z_lérf;sv i

e
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and had to a measure outlived their usefulness. A very intere sting fhought, ’
But was there ever a burea.ucracy that turned looseApower and place

A11 in all thlS had been a b1g Washlngton day, sharing the Whlte House
w1th 19 good frlends, topped off with offerlng whatever ghtter and 1nte11ectual
substance it has to a party of some 300 -- 121 of whom were the outstandmg

high school students from all of our Nation. '




