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MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE .

M on d ay , Ju n e  13, 1966 W a s h i n g t o n  P a g e  l 

I t  h a d  b e e n  a  r e s t l e s s  n ight..  A t 3 :30 a  phone c a l l  h a d  c o m e  i n to  L y n d o n  

a b o u t  V ic k i 's  f a m i ly .^  H e r  o l d ^ ^ o t h e r  w a s  k i l l e d  im m e d ia te ly .  H e r  f a th e r  i s  '

b a d ly  h u r t .  H e r  l i t t l e  b r o t h e r ,  Micky, the  one L y n d o n  is  so  fond  of, h a s  s e v e r e  

i n j u r i e s  to  the h e a d  an d  i s  unconscious. W hat a  c lo s e  f r i e n d  L y n d o n  i s  in  a  

s e r i o u s  t im e .  If t h e r e  i s  a n y th in g  th a t  a  h u m a n  h a n d  c a n  do, h e  f i g u r e s  i t  ou t,  : . 

g e ts  a  f i r e  b u i l t  u n d e r  i t  a n d  g e ts  i t  s t a r t e d .  D ale  is  to  s ta y  w ith  th e m  a n d  • ^

h e lp  sh u t t le  p e o p le  f r o m  the  h o s p i t a l  in  H obbs , N ew  M ex ico  to  the  one in  . r ;-

Q

E u n ic e ,  N ew  M ex ico  to  V ic k i 's  h o m e  in  San A n g e lo ,  to do a n y th in g  h e  c a n  -- w h ic h  

I e 4  l i t t l e .

B u t  the  d a y  w a s  i m p o r t a n t  too, an d  i t  w a s  to  be  a  h a p p y  d a y .  T o m  a n d  

M a r y  C l a r k ' s  p a r t y  f o r  L u c i .

" O p e r a t i o n  c h i ld r e n "  h a d  j u s t  a b o u t  c o m e  to  a n  en d . T he D a v is es h a d  

c a u g h t  a  f l ig h t  h o m e  in  a  g r e a t  h u r r y  on the  t r a in in g  f l ig h t  th a t  V ic k i  w e n t  on. 

T h e  S t e d m a n s  h a d  le f t  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  a t  a  b e a c h  in  one o f  the  C a r o l i n a s  an d  

the  R a t h e r s  an d  the T a y l o r s  w e r e  to  d e p a r t  to m o r r o w .  B u t now  i t  w a s  t im e  

f o r  th e  g ro w n  f o lk s .  I w as  e s p e c i a l l y  h ap p y  th a t  M a r y  an d  T o m m y  a n d  C h r i s  

a n d  D ick  an d  B e t ty  A nn c o u ld  b e  h e r e  f o r  the lo v e ly  p a r ty  in  the  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .  

E a c h  of th em  in  a  d i f f e r e n t  w ay  h a s  m e a n t  so  m u c h  in  o u r  l i v e s ,  a n d  I a m  

g r a t e f u l  to be  a b le  to s h a r e  a  sh in in g  h o u r  w ith  th e m .

T h e  N u g en ts  h a d  c o m e  in  Sunday a n d  w ej^hem  in  the  Q u e e n s '  R o o m .

I s p e n t  the  m o r n in g  w ith  B e s s  an d  M a r g a r e t  D eeb d i s c u s s in g  the  w ed d in g

■ ' l i s t .

A n d  th e n  in  the  m id d le  of the  a f t e r n o o n  I took  a n  h o u r  off to  t a lk  w ith

------------- ---  - ■ ■ . ' .................. . .....
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THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

P a g e  2

J• .• — ^  . .

M a r y  a n d  T o m 's  p a r t y  w a s  to b e g in  a t  7:00»_„^ r e c e p t i o n  h u i i e t ^  J h e

re c e iv in g  l in e  in  the  g r e a t  s t i l l e d  d ig n ity  of the S u p r e m e  C o u r t  h a l l  a n d  th e

p a r t y  m a in ly  in  two c o n fe re n c e  r o o m s  w ith  the  g u e s t s  s p i l l in g  o u t  in to  th e

c o u r t y a r d  a r o u n d  th e  s p la s h in g  fo u n ta in .  -

L u c i  a n d  P a t  w e n t  on  a h e a d  of m e .  W ith a l l  of the  f a m i l y  jok iiig  a b o u t  

L u c i  b e in g  h a r d  to ge t off a n d  n e v e r  b e in g  on  t im e ,  she  a r r i v e d  5 m i n u t e s  a h e a d  

of t im e , lo o k in g  lo v e ly  in  M o ll ie  P a r n i s '  w h ite  d r e s s  w ith  e m b r o i d e r e d  l a c e  

e n c r u s t e d  w i th  b r i l l ia r i$ f i .

I  c a m e  a t  the  s t r o k e  of 7 :00  b r in g in g  M r .  a n d  M r s .  N u g e n t  a n d  F a t h e r  

K u z in s k a s .  ♦

T h e r e  w a s  a  b a t t e r y  of p h o to g r a p h e r s  - -  th ey  a s k e d  u s  to  s to p .  A nd 

p r e s e n t l y  we fo u n d  o u r s e l v e s  p r a c t i c a l l y  in  the r e c e iv in g  l in e  f o r  j u s t  a  few  

m in u te s  u n t i l  th e y  h a d  a l l  the  p i c t u r e s  they  w an ted .

L y n d a  c a m e  a t  a  t im e  of h e r  own c h o o s i n g .^ H e r  g ro w in g  in d e p e n d e n c e  

is  a  c l e a r - c u t  m a r k e d  thing/^\Vith h e r  h a i r  in  a  c h ig n o n  a n d  a

b la c k  c o c k ta i l  d r e s s  th a t  s h e ' s  w o rn  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  -*<^^^oking t e r r i f i c l y  

d i s t in g u is h e d .  A nd  y e s ,  a  l i t t l e  Span ish .

,,v.
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M on d ay , Ju n e  13, 1966 W a s h i n g t o n  P a g e  3 V  .

No p a r t y  co u ld  b r in g  m e  m o r e  p l e a s u r e  b e c a u s e  in  a l l  the  31 y e a r s  of 

o u r  m a r r i a g e ,  we h a v e  no o ld e r  a n d  d e a r e r  f r i e n d s  th an  T om  a n d  M a r y  C l a r k, 

i j i e  t i e s  b u i l t  of t im e s  w e 'v e  s h a r e d  t o g e th e r  a n d  a  s im p le  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  

r e a l  g o o d n e s s .

S o m e t im e s  you g e t  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  to se e  how the  o th e r  fe l lo w  f e e l s .  I  

d id  a t  th i s  p a r ty ,  a n d  fo u n d  m y s e l f  a r d e n t l y  p le a s e d ,  g r a te f u l ,  i m p r e s s e d .

A l l  the  S u p re m e  C o u r t  c a m e  w ith  the  e x c e p t io n  of B i l l  D o u g la s  w ho w a s  

o ff  m a k in g  a  s p e e c h .

A nd  f r o m  the  C a b in e t  the  lo u s ie s t  of th em  all/^ the M c N a m a r a s ^ w e r e  t h e r e  

a n d  J a n e  a n d  O r v i l l e  a n d  J a n e  a n d  B i l l  W ir tz .  .

T h e r e  w a s  a  good ly  s p r in k l in g  o f the T e x a s  d e le g a t io n .  T h e  W rig h t  

P a t m a n s  a n d  R a y  R o b e r t s  an d  J a k e  P i c k l e s  a n d  G e o rg e  M ah o n s  a n d  L e ra  

T h o m a s  w ho h a d  know n L u c i  e v e r  s in c e  sh e  w a s  b o r n .  J a c k  B r o o k s ,  w ho

h e lp e d  gu ide  h e r  th ro u g h  s e v e r a l  love  a f f a i r s ^  > h e  C l a r k  T h o m p s o n s  - -  she*s  

a t t e n d e d  th e i r  p a r t i e s  s in c e  s h e ' s  b e e n  a  young lad y . G ra h a m  P u r c e l l s  f o r  

w h o m  sh e  h a s  b e e n  a  b a b y  s i t t e r .   B o b  P o a g e  w a s  s u p p o se d  to  be  t h e r e  w i th

h i s  m o t h e r  - -  a  m o s t  r e m a r k a b l e  o ld  w o m a n .   I lo o k e d  fo r  th e m  b u t  c o u ld n ' t  

f in d  th e m .

A nd f r o m  the S ena te  C l in t  a n d  H e n r i e t t a  A n d e r s o n ,  d e a r  M a r y  E l l e n  

a n d  M ik e  M o n r o n e y ,  the S p a rk m a n s ,  R u s s e l l  Long , who h a d  ju s t  m a r r i e d  off 

a  d a u g h te r  h im s e l f ,  H a r r y  B y r d  a n d  G r e tc h e n  w ho h a d  b e e n  L u c i ' s  h o s t  a t  the  

A pp le  B lo s s o m  F e s t i v a l .  A nd  the W a r r e n  M ag n u so n s  - -  sh e  b r a v e  a n d  p r e t t y  

in  s o m e  g l i t t e r y  d a r k  g l a s s e s .

- --r—— „ ....------- . .. . --------- .
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M onday , Ju n e  13, 1966 P a g e  4

S e v e r a l  of the b r i d e s m a i d s - t o - b e  w e r e  t h e r e .  S h a ro n  C h a p m a n  w ith  

h e r  m o th e r  a n d  f a t h e r .  H e le n e  w ith  h e r  p a r e n t s .  C h a r lo t t e  a n d  h e r s .  A nd 

I  w a s  d e l ig h te d  to s e e  P e r l e .  She h a s ,  in  h e r  e b u l l ie n t  w a y  s h a r e d  m u c h  of

o u r  l a s t  s ix  o r  so  y e a r s .
"  .....  ■■ .

S o m eo n e  r e m a r k e d  i t  w a s  old  h o m e  w e ek .  And th e r e  w e r e  a  goodly

n u m b e r  of T e x a n s .  T h e  D ale  M i l l e r s ,  T o m  B a r t l e s ,  C h a r l i e  B o a t n e r s ,  H o w a rd

Burrises w ith  M r s .  M o r r i s ,  Mary V an d  B u zz  a n d  of c o u r s e  the  R a m s e y  C l a r k s .

A n d  the  B i l l  D e a s o n s  b r in g in g  the  W ill  O d o m s  f r o m  A u s t in .  T h e  J a c k  He ig h t s .
 

A n d  o u r  o ld  t im e  f r i e n d s ,  the -We l l y  H o p k in s ,  one of the  few  c o u p le s  th a t  u s e d  

to  be  w ith  u s  b e fo re  w e m a r r i e d .  T h r e e  of the  H u tc h iso n s  b u t ,  a l a s ,  n o t

S ta f fo rd  w ho i s  off do ing  so m e th in g  a b o u t  the  s e r v i c e .  V i r g in ia  P ip k in ^  a n d
     

th e  B a r e f o o t  S a n d e r s ,  the  C lau d e  Wil d s  a n d  Gene an d  A nn W o r le y  -- he  w a lk in g

on  a  c a n e  a n d  s t i l l  r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  a  v e r y  s e r i o u s  i l l n e s s  a n d  lo o k in g  m u c h

m o r e  th an  h i s  y e a r s .  And M r s .  T om  C o n n o lly  w ho w a s  q u ite  the b e l le of  the

e v e n in g .  She an d  th e  A vere l l  H a r r i m a n s  h a d  a  good t im e  ta lk in g  to  e a c h  o t h e r

a b o u t  o ld  t i m e s .  In  f a c t  to  m y  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e ,  the  H a r r i m a n s  s e e m e d  to be

h a v in g  a s  m u c h  fun a s  anybody .

L u c i ' s  e r s tw h i l e  b o s s .  D r .  K r a s k i n  a n d  h i s  w ife  w e r e  t h e r e  b e a m in g .

A nd  S u san  Shine a n d  the young m a n  she  is  e n g ag e d  to... T h is  h a d  b e e n  L u c i ' s

v e r y  e a r n e s t  d e s i r e .  A n d  i t  w a s  so  n ic e  th a t  E lo i s e  co u ld  be  th e r e  to s e e  lo t s

of o ld  f r i e n d s .  B u t no two p e o p le  h a d  m o r e  fun than  o u r  n e ig h b o r  of 18 y e a r s .

D r .  R e e d , a n d  L u c i ' s  m u s ic  t e a c h e r  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  M r s .  H a r tm a n .



MEMORANDUM

^  t h e  w h i t e  h o u s e  ;
/- '  M on d ay , June  13, 1966 W a s h i n g t o n  P a g e  5 /

T h e r e  w e r e  so  m a n y  p eo p le  in  f a c t  w ho th in k  th e y  h a d  a  p a r t  in  m a k in g  

L u c i .  A nd t h e y ' r e  a l l  r i g h t j

A t the  h e a d  of th a t  l i s t ,  I  w ou ld  pu t M is s  Ka th e r in e  L e e  a n d  M is s  F r y
t -  i -

w ho  s p e n t  the  w ho le  ev en in g  a n d  e n jo y ed  i t  so  m u c h ,  a n d  M r s .  D a v id  A c h es o n .

T h e  B o g g s  w e r e  th e r e  in  good m e a s u r e  in c lu d in g  the  young T o m m y  

B o g g s  a n d  C o k ie .   A nd  T o m  Co rc o ra n  a n d  h i s  son  D av id . T o m m y  h a d  ta k e n  

L u c i  on h e r  f i r s t  r e a l  e x c i t in g  t r i p  - -  sk i in g  u p  in  V e rm o n t ,  a n d  h e  i s  e n t i t l e d  

to  f e e l  th a t  he  h e lp e d  h e r  to  b eg in  s prout in g h e r  w in g s .  A nd  Diana a n d  D ona ld  

of c o u r s e .

A n d  v e r y  f l a t t e r e d  I  w a s  th a t  the__Speaker a n d  M r s .  M c C o r m a c k  sh o u ld  

c o m e  to  L u c i ' s  p a r ty .

M a r y ,  in  h e r  g e n e r o u s  w ay , h a d  l e t  m e  in v i te  a t  th e  l a s t  m in u te  m y  

A la b a m a  k in fo lk s ,  the  H i l l  C o r e ys an d  P a t s y ' s m o th e r ,  M inn ie  W ad e . And 

of c o u r s e  th o s e  th a t  a r e  c l o s e ^ f  a l l  to L u c i  - -  W ill ie  D ay a n d  A sh to n .  A good  

d e a l  of the  W hite  H o u se  c o n t in g e n t ,  a l l  of w hom  h a d  lo v e d  h e r  a n d  h a d  b e e n  sweet to her

M a r y  L a s k e r  c a m e  dow n b r in g in g  h e r  g ra n d s o n  - -  v e r y  h a n d s o m e  a n d  

a t t r a c t i v e .

A n d  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  of L u c i ' s  c h u rc h .  M o n s ig n o r  G ra d y

f r o m  the S h r in e  an d  F a t h e r  K ie fe r  w ho s e e m s  to m e a n  so  m u c h  to  h e r .  How

t r u e  i t  i s  th a t  a s  she  s a id  of h e r s e l f  w h en  she  w a s  a b o u t  8 y e a r s  o ld , " B u t

M o th e r ,  I h a v e  so  m a n y  b e s t  f r i e n d s " ,  a n d  odd ly  th ey  sk ip  a l l  l i n e s  of ag e

o r  im p o r t a n c e .  A nd the  th i r d  m e m b e r  of the C a th o l ic  c l e r g y .  F a t h e r  

K u z in s k a s .
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It m e a n t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  to m e  to h a v e  the T a y lo r s  t h e r e  a n d  the  S t e d m a n s  

a n d  M a r y  w ho w e n t  off to d in n e r  w ith  T o m  C o r c o r a n  I  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e l ig h te d  

to s e e  Lissy G ra n t ,  L u c i ' s  o ld  f r i e n d  f r o m  h e r  e a r l i e s t  b i r t h d a y  p a r t i e s .  

A m b a s s a d o r  a n d  A nne C l a r k  w e r e  t h e r e ,  a n d  the young E d  W e i s l s .

A bou t 26 of h e r  f r i e n d s  f r o m  G e o rg e to w n  School of N u r s in g  w ho r a t h e r  

h o v e r e d  in  the c r o w d  l ik e  l i t t l e  q u a i l s  a n d  of w hom  I t r i e d  to  m e e t  e v e r y  one .

W hen  L y n d o n  c a m e  in  they  a l l  t r i e d  to c r o w d  a r o u n d  h im  w a n t in g  a u to g r a p h s .

I  h a d n ' t  know n f o r  s u r e  w h e th e r  L y n d o n  w ou ld  c o m e  o r  w h e n .  He d id  i

co m e^ i  he  w a s  the one I  w a s  g la c ^ ^ t  of a l l  to  s e e  - -  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  8 :00 .

A nd  so o n  we found  o u r s e l v e s  a t  a  ta b le  w i th  T o m  a n d  M a r y  a n d  L u c i

■ ■ ■ ■ ^  ,•■ 
a n d  P a t  a n d  L y n d a  -and h e r  d a te ,  M ike  F e n n e r .  A nd  R o b e r t a  V in s o n  jo in e d

u s  a n d  r e g a l e d  u s  w i th  h e r  s l ig h t ly  risque jo k e s .

T o m  C l a r k  r o s e  a n d  gave  the  s w e e te s t  l i t t l e  to a s t  a b o u t  h a v in g  know n

L u c i  a n d  L y n d a  a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  a n d  th e i r  p a r e n t s  f o r  10 y e a r s  l o n g e r  th a n  th a t .

A nd  th en  h e  gav e  L u c i  a  c h a r m  of the S u p re m e  C o u r t  a n d  P a t  a  p a i r  of cu ff  l in k s .

T h e r e  i s  a lw a y s  one f le e t in g  m o m e n t  o f  o p p o r tu n i ty .  l a m  s o r r y  th a t

w e  m i s s e d  i t  - -  L yndon  a n d  I - -  a n d  i t  w a s  l a t e r ,  j u s t  to the  ta b le  fu l l  of u s ,

th a t  I  r o s e  to to a s t  in  th a n k s  to T o m  an d  M a r y  f o r  w h a t  w i l l  a lw a y s  b e  one of

the  l o v e l i e s t  e v e n in g s  to  r e m e m b e r  in  m y  l i f e .  N e v e r  b e f o r e  h a s  t h e r e  b e e n

a  p a r t y  f o r  a  b r i d e  in  the  S u p re m e  C o u r t (

r  i My f i r s t  m e m o r y  of the  C o u r t  i s  c o m in g  h e r e  w i th  C e c i l l e  H a r r i s o n  in

the  s u m m e r  of 1934, The Court w a s  snow y w h i te ,  g l i t t e r in g  in  the  sun  - -  j u s t  f in i s h e d .
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T h e r e  w e r e  s t i l l  a  few  c a r p e n t e r s  a n d  w o r k  m e n  in  the  h a l l .  B u t on e  co u ld  

go th ro u g h .  T h e r e  w e r e  no g u a rd s  to b o th e r  you. A nd C e c i l l e  a n d  I  e x p lo r e d  ; 

th e  e n t i r e  th in g  - -  e v e n  s i t t in g  in  so fn e  of the  J u s t i c e s '  c h a i r s .  F a r t h e r e s t  

f r o m  m y  d r e a m s  w a s  th a t  I shfctl e v e r  r e t u r n  h e r e  f o r  a  p a r t y  g iv e n  b y  one 

o f  the  J u s t i c e s  in  h o n o r  of m y  d a u g h te r  a n d  the young m a n  she  w a s  go ing  to

•I ' - ' - /m a r r y .

T h e  m e m o r y  of the  ev en in g  w i l l  a lw a y s  b r in g  a  b i t  o f  a  s m i l e  w i th  a  t e a r  

j u s t  b e h in d  i t .  B u t now a l l  th in g s  p o in t  w ith  m e  to W ed n esd ay  m o r n i n g  w h en  

I 'm  le a v in g  f o r  a  v e r y  b u s y  day^at the  end  of w h ic h  b e g in s  a  w e e k s  v a c a t io n .

So I  a m  t r y in g  to c l e a r  m y  d e s k  an d  th i s  a f te rn o o n  I  h a d  c a l l e d  in  D ia n a  a;nd 

S h a ro n  F r a n c i s  a n d  L ib b y  C a t e r  a n d  L iz  a t  4 :0 0 .  We h a d  h a d  a b o u t  a n  h o u r s  

c o n f e r e n c e  on the u p - c o m in g  Y ou th  M e e t in g .  I  h a v e  to  g ive  th e m  a  w e lc o m in g  

a d d r e s s .

A m a z in g ly  now, I f in d  m y s e l f  v e r y  t i r e d  s o m e t im e s ,  so  I  l a y  f l a t  on m y  

b a c k  a n d  th ey  d r a w  up c h a i r s  a r o u n d  m e  a n d  I t a lk e d  a b o u t  young  p e o p le  a n d  w h a t  

I th o u g h t th e y  c o u ld  do. A nd we ju s t  t o s s e d  id e a s  a ro u n d .  L ib b y  i s  go ing  to 

w e a v e  th e m  in to  the  b e g in n in g s  of a  ro u g h  d r a f t  a n d  L iz  w i l l  p o l i s h  th e m  in to  

a  s p e e c h  w ith  c o n s ta n t  go ing  o v e r  b y  m e  h av e  to beA o n g  d i s t a n c e

b e c a u s e  I s h a l l  be  a  l o d e r  c e d a r  on the L B J  R an c h  fo r  a t  l e a s t  a  w e ek .




